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SI. Albm'i, Mond«r Dighl. 

I SKETCH & fem tnomeute while 
mjr beloved is retired [ulhope.to 
~ it] to perform mypromise. Nc 
suit — nor have I appreheD- 
iBofanj; though I must make 
cfaanner.dieaa that there will 

Indnow, letnie tell thee, that 
er way joy so complete 
lel — but let me enquire — 
tlie angel flown away? 



I suU^!|— My tEKi will bun 
bnut, 

I knew that the whole stupid 
aaHy were in a combination to 
>m7businesBfor me. I told thee 
isttheywere all working for me, 
re BO many under-ground moles; 
id still more blind than the moles 
« said to be, unknowing that 
ley did BO. 1 myself the du'eetor 
ftbeir principal motions; which 
'linK in with tbe malice of their 

le nearts, they took to bo all 



abatement from my disgusted 1 
pride. For how can I endure to 
think that 1 owe more to her rela- 
tions' persecutions than to her 
favour for me V — Or even , as far 
as I know, to her perference of me 
to another man ? 

But let me not indulge this 
thought. Were I to do so, it 
might cost my charmer dear. Let 
me rejoice that she has pasaed the 
Rubicon: that she cannot return: 
that, as I have ordered it, the 
fiigbt will appear to the impla- 
cablca to be altogether with her 
own consent: anathat if I doabt 
her love , I can put her to trials as 
mortifying to her niceness as 
glorious to mv pride. — For, let 
me tell thee, aearly as I love her, 
if I thought there was but the 
shadow or a doubt in her mind, 
she preferred ne to any 
ig, I would shew her no 

Tueidny dsj-dnwn. 

Bur , on the wings of lore, I fly 

toy charmer, who perhaps by 

is time is rising to encourage the 

tardy dawn. 1 nave not slept a 

wink of the hour and half I lay 

down to invite sleeip. \V lawa* V> 
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^e, that I am a.ot ^o much body 
as to require such vulgar ^enoy% ; 
tion. I 

But why, as in the ehariolr, as 
in the inn , at alighting , all heart- 1 
bursting ^ief , my dearest crea- 
ture? 80 persecuted as thou wert' 
persecuted! — So much in danger 
of the most adhorred compulsion T 
— Yet grief so unsuspeciedly sin- 
cere for an escape so critical! — 
Take care — take care — be- 
loved of my soul! for jefilous is 
the heart in which love has erected 
a temple to thee. 

Yet, it must be allowed, that 
such a sudden transition must 
afiPect her; must ice her own. 
When a little more used to her 
new situation; when her hurries 
are at an end ; when she sees how 
religiously I shall observe all her 
iNjimcTiONs; she will undoubtedly 
hiave the ^atitude to distinguish 
between uie confinement she has 
escaped from and the liberty she 
has reason to rejoice in. 

She comes! — She comes! — 
and the sun is just rising to attend 
her! — Adieu! —Behalf as happy 
as I am (for all diffidences, like 
night-fogs before thesan, disperse 
at ner approach) and, next to my- 
self, thou wilt be the happiest 
man in the world. 

L9TTEB n. 
Miss ClarisBa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Wednesday, April 18. 

I WILL pursue my melancholy 
Btory. 

Being thus hurried to the 
chariot, it would have been to no 



purpose to have refused entering 
into it, had he not in my fright 
lifted me in, as he did: and it 
instantly drove awayri full gallop, 
and stopped not till it brought us 
te§t. Aiban's; which was just. as 
the day shut in. - ^ - 

I thought I should have fainted 
several times by the way. With 
uplifted hands and eyes, God prct- 
tectme! saidl often to myself-^ 
can it be I that am her^J -—My 
eyes running over, abd my heart 
ready to burst with sighs as io^ 
voluntary as my flight. 

How different, now inexpres- 
sibly different, the gay wretch^ 
visibly triumphing (as i could not 
but construe his almost rapturous 
joy) in the success of his arts! 
But overflowing with compli- 
mental flourishes, yet respectfully 
distant his address, all the way 
fUw; for that, rather than goL" 
loping^ was the motipn of the 
horses; which took, as I believe, 
a round -about way, to prevent 
bein^ traced. 

1 have reason to think there 
were other horsemen at his devo^ 
tion; three or four different p^^ 
sons, above the rank of servants, 
galloping by us now and then, on 
each side of the cha];|ot: but he 
took no notice of them ; and I had 
too much grief, mingled with in^ 
dignation , notwithstanding all 
his blandishments, to ask any 
questions about them, or any 
mine else. 

Think, my dear, what were 
my thoughts On alighting from the 
chariot; having no attendant of 
my own sex; no clothes bat what 
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Bat let me give you the partd- Betty Lamencc's (Lady Sara 
cnlaw of our conTerafttion alittle wasamelancholy woinaii)lBhoul 
before and after our Bupper-time, be the most welcome gnert ■!) 
joining both in one. ever received. 

When we were alone, he be-l t . ,, .- t ■ i. j .. .— 
sought me (I cannot say but with ,. ^ to'4 ?>"> I "wbod not to ^ 
aUtletokenBofapaBBionatfl and (™'"cd.ately, however and j 
respectful tenderaeBs) to be be.tter , t^'O frame I was ,n, and likely nf— 
reconciled to myself and to him : f? ^^ «"' °^ ^ »"? f }"" «!' 
here peatedallthevow8ofhonour.*'*"'*= ^''J'* ?>? "J"*'"""!' w" 
and inviolable affection that he concerned to have ft.mabsentfroi 



ir made me: he promised t( 



- that, 



future .tep. Heuted oie to give •>• tobem.pecUd (ajitweuldl 
him leave to propoBe, whether ] ''"""" *''"*J went away by 1 
ehoie to .et out n« day to either, "»"■ ■ <"'' li« ""W be mjKM 
ofhieaunl.? to have pronded me hanJ.ou. 

I wa. .ilent I knew not what -eeonimodal.on.) .1 would be mo< 
what to do. i .uitaMe both to my mind and J 
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WhetherIcboBetohavepriTa(e^y,^l*"^''^"= V'«M''""''K'''5 
lodgings procured for me in either ^«»''' ^^.'"'}^ *'"?''' ?■ *''^T^*^ 
oftfioBeirdieB'neighbourhood,as'*^«'™^'.»'""^fp'-'^""v Andft 

were once my thoughts? I {"*"«"■ ''°" ««"" •>« "<" '"«•"' « 

I was BtiU silent." (be there. _ 

Whether 1 chose to go to either i If he might deliver his opiniol% 
of LordM.'saeata; that of Berkp, he aaid, it was, that since I d^^ 
orthatin the eoun^ we were inV i dined going to any of his rel_ 

In lodgings, laaid, any where, 'tions, London was the only plae 
wherehe wasnot tobe, ](n the world to be private iii 

Hehadpro»iis?(?fftis, he owned; Every new comer in s ' — ■" 

and he would religiously keep to I town or village ciciteda' -r^^ 

his word, as soon as he found all a person of my figure [and mai^ 
danger of pursuit over, and that 1 1 compliments lie made me] woal 

wassetlleAto mymibd. But, if |picite moi«. Eve ■■ 

the place were indifferent to me, letters, where ni 
London WHS the safest, and the brought, would occasion inqniiT'i 
most private; and his rclatious He had not provided a loagiM 
should all visit me there, tliemo-jany where, supposing I woulf 
meat I thought fit to admit thorn, choose to go either to LondoBj 
His cousin Charlotte, particularly, I where accommodationa of th^^ 
should attend me as my compa- sort might be fixed upon in a^ 
nioa, if I would accept of her, as hour's time, or to Laiy Betty'i^ 
' iv;»B able to go abroad, or to LordM.'sHertfordshireBea^ 
B-ou/d I go to Lady vhere wa» \iic feo\u»lteeper, — 



r 
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ttcellent woman, Mra. Greme, 
Inch another as my Norton. 

To be sure, J eaid, if I were 
pursued, it would be in their firet 

EEtBsion; and some oue of his re- 
ition'a bouses would be the place 
they would expect to find me at — 
I knew not what to do. 

My pleasure should determine 

him, he said, ho it what it would. 

Only that I were eafe was all he 

' ma BolicitouB about. He had 

lodginga in town; but he did not 

eSer to propose them. He knew 

I would have more objections to 

goto them than I could have to go 

i Lord M.'s or to Lady Betty's. ' 

Nodouhtof it_, I replied, with| 

dignationinmymauner, 

m made him run over with profes- ' i 

UonB, that he wns far from pro- 1 

' osing them , or wishing for my 

eeeptance of them. And again j 

riMrepeated, that my honour and | 

nfety were all he was solicitous' 

about: asauringme, thatmywilli 

p ahonld be a law to him in every'. 

L I wastoo peevishfand too much 
IfflLcted, and indeed too much in- 
Unaed againet him, to take well; 

f thing he said. 
thought, myself, I said, ei-' 
iBfly unhappy. I knew not 
at to determine upon; my re-, 
^tstion now, no doubt, utterWj 
[ned: deatituteof clothes; unfit I 
en by any body ; my very | 
:e, as I might call it, pro- 
log my folly to every one 
law me; who would suppose 
itlbad been ta ken atadvantage, 
I bad given an undue one; and 
-■■ -'o pQirer over either my will 



or my actions ; that I conld |not 
but think I had been dealtartfuUy 
with; — that he had seemed to 
have taken, what he might sup- 
poee, the just measure of my. weak- 
uesB, founded on my youth and 
inesperience; that 1 could not for- 
give myselfformeeting him: that 
my heart bled for the distreHseB of 
my father and mother |on this oc- 
casion: that I would give the 
world , and bU my hopes in it, to 
have been still in my father's 
house, whatever had been my 
usage; that, let him protest and 
vow what he would, I saw some- 
thing low and selfish in his love, 
that he could study to put ayonng 
creature upon making such a sa- 
crifice of her duty andconscience : 
when a person, actuated by a 
generouslove, must seek to oblige 
the object of it in every thing es- 
sential to her honour and to her 



peace of mind. 
He waa very attentive to all I 

said, never offering to interrupt 
me once. His answer to every ar- 
ticle, almost methodically shewed 






lOiy 



What! had said, he told me, 
made him very grave, and ha 
woald answer accordingly. 

"He was grieved at his heart 
to find that he had so little share 
in my favour or confidence. 

"Ab to my reputation (he must 
be very sincere with me); that 
could not suffer half so much by 
the step I BO creatly regretted to 
have ta^cn as Dy the confinement, 
and equally foolish and unjust 
treatment, I \vii.A nvA ^'xlCii feco^ 
my relationa-. \\i^\. ctj^tj vrfiv& 
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was full of blame of them, otmj redeem me from mv persecaton 
brother and aiater particularly; and little expected a, change t 
and of wonder at my patience: eentiment, andthatheehouldnai 
that he must repeat trhat he had so much difficulty to prevail upo 
mitten tome, hebeliered, more meas be had met with: that pet 
Ui&n once, that my friends them- haps T might think his offer lo | 
seivesexpected, that Ishould take inloiJieffardmicilhnie, andtofu 
a proper opjjortunity to free my- my assembled relations, was 
self from their persecutions; why pieceof arf on/^.' but tliat if Idii 
else did they confine mef That I wronged him : since to this hon 
my exalted character, as he called seeing my esccsflive uneasiness, 1 
it, would still bear me out with'wiahed, with all his soul, he hi 
those who knew me: who knew been permitted to accompany 
my bi'oiher's and ittster's motives; in. It was always his mainni 
and who knew the wretch they braveathrealeneddanger. Thrfli 
were for compelling me to have. tenera, where they have an oppr 

"With regard to einlhes; who, tunity to put in force their threj 
as matters were circumstanced, were seldom to be feared. B 
could expect that I should be able had he been assured of a priva 
to bring away any others than stab, orof asmanydeath'swoun 
those I had on at the time? For as there were persons io my I 
jtresait use or wear, all the ladiea mily (made desperate as he shoot 
of his family would take a pride to have been by my return), hewonl 

' : for;i/m;e, the product have attended roe into the houM 

__ looms, not only inEng-! So, my dear, what I have tod 

land, but throughout the world, is to hold myself inexcusable fl 
were at my command. j meeting such a determined ai 

"Ifl wanted money, as no doubt audacious spirit; that's alll 
I must, he should be proud tojhave hardly any question nnc 

1 >j i_ rr ^ he j but that he would have contrivej 

were 'some wicked alratagem or oti 
jto have got me away, had 1 d 

And then he would fain have htm ata midnightbour, ascnoe .__ 
bad me to accept of a bank uoto, twice;'! had thoughts to do; aoi 
ofan hundred pounds: which, un-'that would have oeen moi 
awareato me, hoputintomy band:' rible still, 
but which, you may be sure, Ire-! He concluded this part of hi 
fused with warmth. |lalk with sayinR, "That I 

""t was inexpressibly grieved .doubted not, but ibat had he a 
Buu surprised, heeaid, tohearme tendedmein, heshonldhavecoDn 
flay be bad acted artfully h^ me. off in every one's opinion so well 
fie came provided, according to that be should have had genen 
my confinaed appointment [a leave to renew bis visits." 
Kretch 111 upbraid me Ihvil] "to He went on — "He must be 
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old u to tell me, tbat he ehauld chose rather to hare nm the risk 
are paid a visit of this kind (but of bejn^ Solmea'a wife, tfaaa to 
■deed accompanied by several of have it in my power to reward a 
is trusty friends) had I nallmet man who, I rauat forgive him, had 
_ini; and that very afternoon too : been as much insviled on mj ae- 
tor he could not tamely let the count as /bad been oahk — who 
[readfnl Wednesday come, with- had watched my commands, and 
out milking some effort to change (pardonme.madamjeverycAanja- 
ttieir determinaliouB." able motion of your pen. all hours, 

What, my dear, was to be done in ail weathers , and with a cheer- 
itb euoh a man 1 fulness apd ardour tbat nothing 

"That therefore for my sake, but the most faithful and obse- 

■ well as for his own, he had rea- quious passion could inapire." 
Nt to wish that a disease so des- 1 now, niydear,began toreceive 
erate had been attempted to be ' into a little more warmth of atten- 

_»ercome by as desperate a re-'tion. — 

inedy. We all know, said he, "And all, madam, forwhat?" 
' ' ereat ends are sometimes — Uowlstared! for he stopt then 
»nt about by the very means [ a moment or two — " Onli/, ' went 
r which they are endeavoured to he on, "to prevail upon you to 
> firustrated," free yourself from ungenerous and 

My present sitnation, lam sure, base oppression" — 
Longtitl, affords a sad evidence Sir,Sirl indignantly, SBidl — 

■ this truth! Hear me but out, dearest ma- 
raa silent all this time. Mv dam ! — My heart is full — I mu« 

^—~- e was indeed turned iuward. speak what I have to say — to bo 

knnetimes tool was half frighted told (for your words are yet in my 

A his audaciousness: at others, ears and at my hearll) that you 

Ittd the less inclination to inter- would give the world, ami all ytmr 

mpt him, being excessively fa- kopex in if, to have been stilt 



ligued, and my spirits sunk to your cruel aad-gloony father'i 

■Othing, with the view even of the house" — 

Mafprospects with such a man. Not a word , sir, agiunst my fa- 



This gave him opportunity to therl ~ Iwill not bear that 
Broceed: and that he did; assum- " Wiatever bad been'juvrvaage; 
mg a still more serious air. — and you have a credulity , ina- 

"As to what Turtber remained dam, against all probability, if 
IF him to sav, in answer to what I you believe you should have 
id said, he Dopedlwould pardon avoidedbeingSolmes's wife: that 
im; but, upon his soul, he was I have put you upon aacrijicing 
mcemed, infinitely concerned, ijuur duly and conscience — yet, 
5 repeated (bis colour and his dearest creature! see you not the 
lice rising) that it was necessnru contradiction that your watnitt est 
ir him to observe, how much I temper bas BUr^nae^ "^wn \\i.\n. 
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when the relnctance yon shewed I "And have yon not JiirtbermoTe 
to the last to leave your persecu- declared, proceeded he, llial j/rm 
tors has cleared your conacience leill engage to renounce me fur ever,.. 
from the least reproach ot Vtae. if your friendainsisivpon that cruet 
Bort?" — \renundalion as the leniti -' ^■'-'' 



yan? 
"Hut, nevertheless, madam, all 
the merit of having saved you from 
an odions compulsion shall ''~ 



'! are you bo critical 
then? Are you so light io your 
anger as to dwell upon words? — 

Indeed, my dear, I haveaince 
thought, that his anger was not 
owing 1« that sudden I'mpi' (lis which 
cannot be easily bridled: hut ra- nni iul too likely to do, from your 
ther was a sort of manageable. ^t^^aai, displeasure: and espein- 
anger, let loose to intimidate me. |aily, if your friends insist upon the 

"Forgive me, madam — I have termx i/ou are ready to compli) vitiK, 
just done — have 1 not, in yourl "That you are your own mit- 
own opinion, hazarded my life tol(re.<i', throughnij/ means, U, Ire- 
redeem you from oppression? — I peat, my boast. Ai»uch, I humbly 
Yet is not my reward, after all, jUnplore your favour — and Hint 
precarious? — For, madam, Aoce only upon the eondiiions J haue 
i/oii not conditioned with me (and, i yielded to hope fur it. — As I now 
hard as the condition is, most ja- jdo time humbly [the proud wretch 
credit/ nilll observe if) that alt tn^ falling on one kneel your forgive- 
hope must be remote? That you nesa, for bo long detaining your 
are determined to {have it inyom'iear, and for all the plain dealing 
power to facnur or reject me laialli/Atbat my uadesigning heart would 
please?" — jnotbe denied to utter by my lips." 

uco, mydear! in every reapect . O air, pray risel — Let the 
my condition changed for the oblieed kneel , if one of ub must 
worse! Is it in my ;>()iuer to take kne3l But, nevertheless, proceed 
your advice, if I should think it notinthisBtrain,IAe««eGAyou. You 
>o right to take it*? have bad a great deal of trouble 

about me: but had you let ms 
^'^Mr Lo" He™ nlSd'Sril con- tnow in time, that you expected tO 

on at SI. AViaa-i, ud iflerwBnii, be rewarded for it at tho price of 

liangMEneia. Snroly ihoit who hiia ■BrVB Iba cjadlilom which «he in tier 
..___.. .._._ ._ .. . . . . - ■ ■ (in 



p«i>n, in hiaiBi lu trnie a liuar opat for to blm ,1 
u rtcoHcUliUiiiH uillt lierfiirmdi. nUch aiililija 

)U>r don he (annqnind) promlia to 



1 

"I 
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^F toy duty, 1 Bboold haye spared you (I, at least, driven out of my pora- 

^ much of it. IdiBe) are we recriminating. No 

Far be it IVom me, air, to de- more shall you Deed to tell me of 

Ereciate merit so exlraordinary,' your suffarinfft^adyDaTimriti! — 
ut let me say, that had it notlvuur all hours and all weaiheri: 
beeQ for the forbidden corrcapon- 1 for I will bear them in memory as 
dence I was leased by you mtojilongasllive; and if it beimpos- 
and which I had not continued ,' sible for me to reward them,_ ba 
(erery letter, for many letters, in- 1 erer ready to own the obligatioa. 
tended to be the last} but because ' All that Idetiire of you now, is to 
I thought Tou a sufferer from mylleaveit tomyaelf toseefc for some 
&ienda; I had not been eitbercoa- private abode; to take the chariot 
fined or ill-treated: nor would my with you to London, or elsewhere: 
brother's low-meant violence have and, if I have any farther occa- 
had ttfoundation to work upon, ' sion for your aasistance and pro- 
I &m far from thinking my case' tection, I will signify it to you, 
would have beensoverydesperatejand be still further obliged to 
U you imagine, hadlataid! My you. 
' 'atber loved me in his heart; bej You are warm, my dearest lifel 
rould not see me before; and l| — But indeed there is no occaaiun 
ited anlij to see him , and to be , for it. Had I any views unworthy 
ij, and a delay ofiii sentence' oi my faithful love for you, I 
I the least thing I expected should not hare been so honest in 
m the trial I was to stand. j my declarations. 

I Tonareboastingof yourmerits,! Then he began again to voir 
^-: let meritAe your boast, nothing the sincerity of bis intentions. 

le eaft attract me. If per- \ But 1 look him np short; I atu 
..na^eonsiderationshad principal. willing to5c/;'ei;eyou,sir. Itwould 
[ wcieht with me, either in aolmes's be insupportable but to suppose 
dia&vouT, or m your favour, I there were a necesniiii for such 
Aoulddespise myself: ifyon value solemn declarations. [At this he 
tyonwelf upon them, in preference seemed to collect himself, as I 
fciotheMrgonof the poor Solmes, I may say, into a little more cir- 
l&all despise gnu. : cmnapectiou.l If I thought there 

, Toumay glory in your fancied >i-ere, I would not sit with you 
"""'*" fn getting me away ; but here, in a public inn, I assure you, 
_ . le of your glory, Itellyou althoughcheatedbither, |asfar as 
' plminlr, is mr/ shame. 1 1 know, by methods (you must es< 

I Mate to yourself a title to my cuse me, sir) vrhioh, but to stapect, 
^ regard, which 1 can better ap-jwill harillv let me have patience 
Iproveof, or else you will not have either witn you or with myself. 
^TO much merit with me asyou have But no more of this just now: lot 
nth yourself. me, I beseech yon, good nr^ 

But here, sir, like the first pair, bowing, \L n%a verj wa^^\\^^ 
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me only know whether you intend ' ed it. Hia motion was ao sudden, 
to leave me, or whether I have that 1 waa not Aware of it " 
only eBCftped from one confine- would have looked affected 
ment to another ? very angry; yet f could not be 

Cheated hither ai far as f/tiu l-rin'e, pleased, Considering this as a 
madam! Let you ihiufc (and with leading freeilnm from a spirit sO 
that air too, (tharming, though audacious and encroaching; and 
grievous to my heart!) i/'ifnuAai-e he might see that'I"—"""' 
^ly escaped fr-.m ont r:oA/iument\ jj^ ^^ ^j, ^^^^ ^ ^-^^^ 

™wn^r 7 r*^'?^ ' P^:^'"=*'J' l air pec'uliar to himself- Enough, 
amazing! and can tiiero be a ne-L^^^ ^^^^^^t ^^j^^, ^ 
cess.ty for me to answer thi_»?l„^^fgj'^g ,,eg ofyoubut to 
You are absolutely your own mis- !„..=, ,i..-. AZ^^r..^ „..„.;. 
tress. 



V , . I * iiuw icij uiK uKj£ or vuu uut Lo con* 

absolutely your own misH„gr this d^adfl.1 uneasiness, 
™»=« f'%1 very Strange ifi^^i^^ j^^^ ^^ j„ apprehend toS 

l^nZ^^^f:.,^ tZ'^tXl"^ ' '"'«^*' *■«' ™y J««"'"'= «o^« t« bear': 
mapfa™o/-«a/«.vlwilleayeyou.|^„j it shall be my whole en^ 
To one eond.t.on only give me deserve your favour 

leave to beg your consent: it is I - - ^ - - ' 



this, that you will be pleased. 
you are so entirely in your uwu 
power, to renew a promise uoZtm- 
tarilff made before; vnlunlarily, or 
I would nn(c presume to request 
it; for althouRh t would not be 
Uiought capable of growing upon 
coacesdou, ^et I cannot bear to 
thfaik of losing the ground your 
goodnesB had g^ven me " 



make you the hanpiest 
n the world, as I eballbo 
the happiest of 

Ibixike from him to write to yon 
mypreceding letter; but refused 
to send it by tj is servant, as I told 
vou. The mistress of the honsft 
helped me to a messenger, who 
was to carry what you ehoulojgiv* 
him to Lord M.'s seat in Hertford* 
hope I had gained; "That, make'sbire, directed for Mrs. Oremn 
Up how you please with your rela- , the houaekeepOT there. Ana 
tions, you will never marry any early in the morning, for fear of 
Other man, while I am living and, pursuit, we' were to set out that 
single, unless I should be so way; and there he proposed to 
wicked as to give new cause for change the chariot- and-sii for a 
high displeasure." chatse-and-pair of his own, which 

I hesitate not to confirm this be had at that seat, as it would ba 

S^nnise, sir, upon your own con- a leas noticed conveyance. 
tioQ. In what manner do yon I looked over my little stock of 
expect me to confirm it? money; and fonnd it to be no 

Only, madam, by your word, more than seven' guineas and 
Then I never will, jsome silver; the rest of my stock 

He had the assurance (/ iptUiwas but fifty guineas, and that 
noip in hiipoiBer) to salute me as a five more than 1 thought it waa 
sealing ofmy promise , as he call- 1 when my sister challenged me aa 
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to the mim I bad by me*^: and 
those I left in my escritoire, 
little intanding to go away witb 

Indeed my case abounds «ith' 
a shocking number of indelicate 
(nrcumstances. Among the rest, 
I* waa forced to account to him A 
who kneiT 1 could have no clothes 
but what Ihadon, howlcameto 
have linen with yon (for be could 
not but know I sent for it); lest. 
he should imagine I had an early I 
design to go away with him, and 
made that a pari of the prepara- 
tion. 

He most heartily wished, be 
s^d, for my minds sake, that 
your mother would have afforded j 
me her protection; and delivered 
hims^f upon this subject with 
equal yVstrfiim and concern. 

There are, my dear Miss Howe, 
a-tnultitude of punctilios and de- 
conuns, which a young creature 
must dispense with, who, in a 
tituatioa like mine, makes a man 
the intimate attendant of her per- 
son. I could now, I think, give 
turenty reasons stronger than any 
I have heretofore mentioned, why 
women of the /east lielicaci/ ehauld 
never think of incnmng the 
danger and disgrace of taking the 
■tep I have beendntwnin to take 
but with horror and Aversion ; and 
why they should look upon the 
man who should tempt tbem to it 
' u the vilest and most selfishof se- 
dncers. 



I and that hreakfbst also waited 
' me in the parlour. I went down 
with a benrt as heavy as my eyea, 
and received great acknowledg- 
ments and compliments from him 
on being so soon dresaed, and 
ready(aB he interpreted it) to con- 
tinne our journey. 

He had the Ibought which I had 
not (for what had I to do with 
tbonght who had it not when I 
stood most in need of it?) to 
purchase for me a cloak and hat, 
without saying any thing to |me. 
He must reward himself, the art- 
ful encroacher said, before the 
landlady aud her maids and niece, 
for bis forethought; and would 
salute his pretty sullen sister! — 
He took his reward; and, as ha 
said, a t«ar with it. While he as- 
sured me, still before them [a Vila 
wretch!] that I had nothing to 
fear from meeting with parents 
who so dearly loved me. — 

Iloie cnuld I be complaisant, mg 
dear, lo surlt a man as Ihi/iT 

When we had got into the 
chariot, and it began lo move, he 
aaked me whether I bad any ob- 
jection to go to Lord M.'fl Hert* 
fc '-''ire seat? His lordship, he 
said,;wikS at bis Berkshire one. 

I told bim, I chose not to go, Qi 
5W, to any of bis relations; for 
that would indicate a plain defi- 
ance lo my own. My choice waa 
to go to a private lodging, and toe 
him to be at a distance from me; 
at least, till 1 heard how things 
were taken by my frienda — tor 
that, although I had but Uttle 
hopeeof ar«Coiici^ka&uni.w''&.'uiiuV 
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yet if they knew I was in his 'pro- 1 
teetioQ, or in that of any of bis' 
friends (which would be looked 
upon as the same thing) there 
would not be room for anyhouet 
at&ll. 

I should govern him as I pleas- 
ed, he solemnly assured me, in 
every thing. But he still thought 
Laniion was the best place for me: 
andif I were once safe there, and 
in a lodging to my liking, he 
would go to M, Hall. But as I ap- 
proved not of London, ho would 
urge it DO farther. 

He proposed, and I consented, 
to put up at an inn in the neigh- 
bourhood of Om Lamn (as he call- 
ed Lord M.'s seat in this county) 
since I chose not to go thither. 
And here I got two hours to my- 
self, which I told him I should 
pass in writing another letter to 



I 



had begun at St. Alban's), and 
cue to my sister, to apprise the fa- 
mily (whether they were solicit- 
ous about it or not) that I was 
well; and to begthatmy cIotheB, 
some particular books, &ai the 
fifty guineas I had left i 
escritoire, might be sent me. 

He asked, if 1 had considered 
whither to hare them directed? 

Indeed, not I, I told him: I was 
ft stranger to — 

So was he. he interrupted me; 
but it struck him by chance — 

Wicked story-teller 1 

But, added he, I will tell you, 
madam, how it shall be managed 
~ i/jfoa dou't choose to go to 
vitioa, itis, aevertbelcBB, best 



, for then they will ab- 
solutely despair of finding you. 
If you write, be pleased to direct. 
To be left for you, at Mr. (Os- 
good's, near Soho Square. Mr. 
Uegood is a man of reputation; 
and this will efiectuaUy amuss 

Amuse ihetn, m.j Aeve\ — Amnsa 
whom? — My fatherl — My 

unolesl — But it must be so! 

All Ilia expediealu readi/ , you d 

Ihad no objection to th^s: and 
I have written accordingly. But 
what answer I shall TiavB, 
whether any, that is what gires 
me no small aniiety. 

This, however, is one consola- 
tion, that if I have an answer, and 
although my brother should be 
the writer, it cannot he mora 
severe than the treatment I hav» 
of late received from him and my ■ 

Mr. Lovelace staid oat about aq 
hour and a half; and then cam 
impatiently sending up torn 
less than four times to desire 
admittance. But I sent bim wortt 
as often that I was busy; and at 
last, that I should be so till dinner.' 
«ras ready. He then hastened 
that, as I heard him now and 
then, with a hearty curse upon tha 
cook and waiters. 

This is another of his perfeo 
tions, 1 ventured afterwards to 
check him for his free words, as 
wc sat at dinner. 

Having heard him swear at hia 
servant when below, whom, never- 
theless, be owns to be a good one t 
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. 41ife, said I, theoeinn- 
moTB live, Mr. Lovelace. 
No ; pretty well 1 believe — but 
Bwhy, madam, thiDk you, that fel- 
■ loWB who eat and drink at other 
Bmen'e cost, or they are sorry inn- a 
■keepers, shonld be entitled to' 

) of the soldiers they e 

e obliged to qaarterl who are ' 

nerally.Ibelieve, wretched pro- 

[gates. Blcsa mel said I, how 1 

; of them swear aud 

B just now at amodest meek 

taiBn, as I judge by his low voice 

ted gentle answers t — Well do 

Bthey make it a proverb — Lihe a 

B bit bia lip; sroae; turned 
ibis heel; slept to the glass-, 
looking con^ilenily abashed, 
ilmaysoeBy, Ay, madam, said 
1, tbese troopers are sad swear- 
ffellowH. I think their officera 
laid chaatiso tbem for it. 
I am sure they deserve chaatise- 
_ imt, replied I: for swearing is a 
niOBt unmardij vice, and curaing as 
ponT and lorn a One; since it pro- 
claims the profligate's want of 
power and his wiiJieduess at the 
same time; for, could such a one 
punuih as he speaks, he would be a 



Ctiarmingly obaerved. by my 
■onl, madam! — The next trooper 
I hear swear and curse, I'U tell 
him what an unmanly and what ai 
poor wretch he la. 

Hr». Qreme came to pay her 
dtti'j to me, asMr. Lovelace called! 

I it; and was very urgent with me 
lo go to her lord's [house ; letting 
■ne know what handsome tilings i 



she had heard her lord, and bisi 
two nieces, and all the family, say- 
of me; and what wishes for several 
months past they had put up for 
the honour she now hoped would 
soon be done them all. 
This gave me some satisfaction, 
\ it CDufirmed from the mouth of 
very good sort of woman ail 
lat Mr. Lovelace had told me. 
Upon inquiry about a private 
lodging, she recommended me to 
asister-m-lawof hera, eight miles 
from thence. — Where 1 now am. 
And what pleased me the better, 
was, that Mr. Lovelace {of whom 
I could see she was infinitely ob- 
servant) obliged her, of hia owr 
motion, to accompany me in thi 
chaise; himself riding on horse- 
back, with bis two servants, s 
one of Lord M.'s. And here we 
arrived about four o'clock. 

But, as I told you in my former, 
the lodgings are incouvenient. 
Mr. Lovelace indeed found great 
fault with them: and told Mrs. 
Greme [who bad said that they 
were not worthy of ua) that they 
came not up even to her account 
of them. As the house was a 
mile from a town, it was nol 

Eroperforhim, be said, to besc 
ir distant from me, lest anything 
should happen; and yet the 
apartments were not separate and 
distinct Aiongh for me to L*' 
them, he was sure. 

This must be agreeable enough 
friim him, you will believe. 

Mrs. Greme and I had a good 
deal of talk in the chaise aliont 
him; she was very easy «.\i4tt^» 
to a&V toVsi^ 



and has, I find, a very serious to antmit — indeed, was half;' 
tarn. lafraid of him, she believed; for 

I ted her on to say to the fol- Mr. Loveiace would do ae ha 
lowing effect; some part of it not pleased. She mi ncled a thousand 
unlike what Lord M.'s dismisaed pitiea often, that he acted not up 
baitiffhad said before; by which I to the talents lent him — vet 
I find that alt the servants have a wontd hare it, that he had fine 
like opinion of him. qualities to found a reformatioti 

"That Mr. Lovelace was a, upon; and, when the happy day 
generous man: that it was hard came, would make amends foi. 
to Bay, whether the servants of alhandof this all his friends were. 
her lord's family loved or feared | so asBured, that tbej wished fo^ 
him most: that her ilord had ainotbing so earnestly, as fo "~ 
vety great affection for him : that ' marriage." 
his two noble aunts were not less I Tbis. indifferent as it ii , 
fond of him: that his cousins|bett«r than my brother saya of 
Hontaeue were as good-natured him, 

Eiung ladies as eiier lioeih that; The people of the house hera 
ord M. and Lady Sarah, and are very honest- looking industri- 
Lady Betty, had proposed several ous folks: Mrs. Sorlings is th«. 
ladies to him, before be made his gentlewoman's name. The fantt. 
atjidresses tome; and eveuBince;|HeeiDs wellstocked, and tliriving;. 
despairing to move me and myiSbe is a widow; has two aona,."^ 
friends iu his favour. — But that: men grown, who vie with each 
be had no thoughts of marrying other wliich shall take mostpaini 
atall, she had heard him say, if it|iu promoting the common good i 
were not to me: that as well her and they are both of them, lal- 
lord as the two ladies his sisters . ready see, move respectful to tw» 
wereagooddealconcemedat the modest young women their sis-. 
ill-usage he received from my fa- ters, than my brother was to h>Bi 
milv : lut admired my character, sister. 

and wished to have him niarried' i believe I must stay hertt 
to me (although I were not to longer than at first I thought I 
have a shilling) in preference to, should. -. , 

any other person, from the opi-' I ought to have mentioned,, 
tilon they had of the infiueuce 1 that, before I set out for thi*: 
should have over him. That, to place, 1 received ^our kind let>, 
besurc, Mr.Lovelace was Bwild ter*. Every thing is kind from f^' 
gentleman: but wildness was a. dear a friend, 
distemper which would cure itself, j lows, (hat after I had told yoUi 
That her lord delighted in his, of my absolute determination noft 
company, whenever ne could get' to go away with him, youmishL 
it: but tiiat they often fell out; wefl be surprised, at your &at 
aadbiaJordsbip waattlwaye forced \ • See Vol, L Loiter xlvl. 
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liABruig that I waa actually gone. 
' The Lord bless me, nty clear, I 
myself, at timeB, can hardly be- 
lieve it is I , that have been led to 
take eo sttange a step. 

I have not the better opinioa of 
. Ur. Lovelace for Lia extravagant 
■Tolubilitj. He is too full of pro- 
Kftoions, Ue says too many fiae 
'hings ofi me, and to me. True 
■ jpeot, tmevalue, Ithink, lies 
1 words: words canimi ex- 
_. it: the silent awe, the 
^anmble, the doubting eye. and 
Keren the hesitating voice, oetter 
■hew it by much, than, as our be- 
loved Shakspeare says, 

The nlt1iii« [ODgoe 

The man indeed at times is all 
upon the icitatic; one of his 
phisses. But, to my shame and 
confaaion, I must say, that I Itnovr 
too well to what to attribute his 
transports. In one word, it is to 
his (n'uwpA, my dear. And, to 
impute it to ^^lat perhaps equally 
y vanity, and condemns 



We havi 



other way, of the manner in 

which my relations took my flight. 
A preconcerted, forward, and art- 
ful flight, it must undoubtedly ap~ 
pear to them. How grievous ia 
that to think ofl Yet Auto, as I 
am silualed, can I put them 
r^iit? 

Most heavily, he says, they take 
it; hut shew Botsomuch grief aa 
rage. And he can hardly have 
patience to hear of the virulence 
and menaces of my brother against 
himself. Then a merit is made to 
me of bis forbearance. 

What a satisfaction amlrobbed 
of, my dearest Mend, when I re- 
flect upon my incoDsideratenessI 
that 1 had it still in my power 
to say I suffered wrong, rather 
than i/i'd wrong! That others were 
more wanting iu their kindneaB to 
me, than 1 in duty (where duty ii 
owing) to them. 

Pi. 



sitni 



- Let all end as happily 



e have been alarmed withn 
tions |of a pursuit , founded upi 
a letter from his intelligencer, | 
How do different circumstances 
either sanctify or condemn the 
same actionl — What care ought 
we to take not to confound the 
distinctions of right and wroi^g, 
when se//' comes iu the question! 



the corrupting of a servant of my 
fotfaer's: and now I am glad to 
^ve a kind of indirect approba- 
tionof Ihatfault, by inquiring of , 
turn what be hears, bythatorsnyi 



What still more concerns me IH, 
tiiat every time I see this man, I 
am still at a greater loss than be- 
fore what to makeoFhim. I watch 
every turn of his countenance; 
and I think 1 nee very deep lines 
in it. Ue looks with more mean- 
ing, Iverily think, than he used' 
to look; yet not more serious; not 
less gay — I don't know how he 
looks — but with more confidence 
a great deal than formerly; and 
yet he never wanted that. 

But here is the thing; I behold 
j him with /ear now, asconaclw&tA 
[ the power 013 \tt4i)Wi«&'4Q. '^»a* 



F 
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S'ren him ovet me. And well majriover, I have Iciiare; for by h 
look more elate, when he sees good will, mracceBH trould|beL„ 
me deprived of all the aelf-eup- difficult to her, aa that of tiii 
posed significance, nhich adorns humblest slave to an eaeteni 
and exalts a peraon who has been mo a arch. Nothing, then, but in- 
accustomed to respect; and who clination to write can be wanting 



nferiorily, al- 



_D a man who fiom an humbl 

suitor to her for her favour, as- 
aumes the conaec|uence and ain ol 
a protector. 

iBhaltBendthiB, as mj former, 
by a poor man, who travels every 
day with pedlaty matters. He will 
leave it atMra. Knollys's, as 

If you hear any thing of my 
father and mother, and of their 
health, and how my friends were 
affected by my unhappy stepj 
pray be so good as to write me a 
few lines by the messenger, ifbis 
waiting for them can be Known i 

1 am a&aid to ask you, wbi 
ther, upon reading that part of 
my narrative already in your 
hands , yon think any sort of ex- 
tenuation lies for 

Your unhappy 

Clarisba Haslowb. 



ToeBdAj, Wed. Apr. 11, 12. 

Yor claim my promise, that 1 

will be as particular aa possible, 

*n all that passes between 



friendship, aoA' 
your obliging attendance upon 
tnc at the White Hart, will not 
eicose that, I will endeavour |ta 
keep my word. 

1 parted with thee and tlq^^ 
brethren with a fall resolutionf 
thouknowest, to rejoin ye, if sh^^ 
once again disappointed me, i; 
order to go together (attended b; 
our servants, for show-sake) to 
tbc gloomy father; and demand' 
audience of the tyrant upon tis 
freedoms taken withm^charact^^ 
in short, to have tried by f^ 
means, iffairwoulddo, to make; 
bim change his resolutions; and 
treat his charming daughter """" 
less inhumanity, and me with 
civility. 

'' ' >ld thee my reasons for not! 
going in search of a letter lA 
countermand, I was right; fotit 
1 had , 1 should have found such a 
□ue; and bad I received it, sha 
would not have met me. Did she 

, that after I had been 
than once disappointed , 1 would 
keepherto berpromise; that 
I would not hold her to it , when Ii 
had got her in ao deeply? 

The moment 1 heard the 
ibolt, I was sure of her. That 
motion made my heart bound 16| 
ly throat. But when that 



mygoddcHB. Indeed, 1 never had i followed with the presence of my 
a more iUustriouB subject to eier-, charmer, flashing ujion me all at 
I. else my pen upon. And, more- 1 once in a flood ot brightnCE 
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_]tly dresBed, thoagh bII an- acribe the navy ringleta of her 
Iprepiired for a jowuey, I trod sbimng bair, neediog neither ut 
air, aiid hardly thougbt mfBelf a DotpowdeFiof itself an oinament, 
II mortal. |def;ttig^ all other oraamenta; 

" Thou ahalt judge of her dress, wantoning in and aboat a neck 
as at the moment I first beheta that is beaatiful beyond descrip- 
■ her she appeared to me, and as,'tion. 

■(Qtoo a nearer obserration, she; Her head-dress was a BrOBsels- 
really was. 1 am a critic, tboii lace cap, peculiarly adapted to 
Imowest , in women's dresses, the charming air and turn of her 
Hany a one have I taught to | features. A sliy-blue ribband il- 
dress, and helped to nndress. Bat lustrated that But although the 
there ia such a native elegance in weather was somewhat sharp, she 
this lady, that she surpassps all had not on either hat or cloak- 
that I could imagine snrpaasing.jhood; for besides that she lores 
But then her person adorns whatlto nse herself hardily (by which 
she weai^, more than dreas can meBns.andby a temperance truly 
adorn her; and that's her excel- exemplary, sheisallowed to have 
tence. i given higb health and vigour to 

Expect therefore a faint sketch I an originally tender constitution) 
of her admirable person with her she seems to have intended to 
dresB. ! shew me, that she was determined 

Her wax-like flesh (for after all, . not to stand to her appointment. 
fleeb and blood I think she is) by Jack I that such a sweet girl 
its delicacy and firmness, answers' should be a rogue! 
ftw the soundness of her health, I Her gown was a pale primrose- 
Thou bast often heard me launch'colouredpaduasoy; the cuflaand 
out inprtuseof hercompiexioD- 1 robingscuriouBly embroidered by 
never in my life beheld a skin bo the fingers of this ever-charming 
Uluxlriiiualy fair. The tily andlhe Arachne, in a running pattern oT 
driven enow it is nonsense to talk \ violets and their leaves ; the light 
nf: her lawn and her laces onc|in the flowers silver; gold in the 
igbt indeed compare to those: leaves. A pair of diamond snaps 
■ what a whitea wall would a' in her ears. A while handkerchief 
_ lan appear to be, who had a'wrought by the same inimitable 
impleiion which would justify, fingers concealed -^ Itelfordl 
■eh unnatural comparisonsV But' wbatstillmoreinimitafale beauties 
us lady is all glowing, allcbarm-idJditnot conceal! — And I saw, 
ig flesh and blood : yet su clear, all the way we rode, the bounding 
Jiat every meandering vein is to heart (by its tlirobblug motionsl 
« seen in all the lovely parts of saw it! ) dancing beneath the 
ler which cualom permits to belcbarming umbrage. 
ftisible. I Her ruffles were the same as her 

T Thon hast heard me also de-,cap. Herapioua&owei^Xwra, 

I aariaa. II. ^ 



"I 

e- ' 
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Her eoBt white Isatin, quilted: knoiring whom I liad to deal witi _ 
Mae sstiiilier shoes, bmidednitb I bad certainly fniled ia my de-*' 
the Eane colour, without laee ; for sign ; and as certainly would hara 
what need has the prettiest footj accompanied her in , wiihout thee 
in the ivortd of ornameut ? ucat and thy brethren ; and who knowa 
buckles ia them: and on her .wJiat might have been the couae- 
charmiDg arms a pair of black. quence? 

velvet glove- like muffa of her own But my honest agent anawering 
invention; for ahe makes Aad my aigaa\, Ihoiyhuni quite suation 

S'res fasiiions as she pleaaei. — in I expecled, ia the nrnnner thou 
er bauds velvet of themselves, | kno west I had prescribed. The; I 
thus uncovered the freer to be.arecoming! they are coming! —;• 
grasped by those of her adorer. Fl^, fly, my beloved creature^ 

I have told thee what were »r^ cned I, drawing my sword with a 
transports, when the undrawn bolt ' flourish , as if 1 would have alaui 
presented tome my lon^-eipectod I half an hundred of the supposed 
goddess. — Her emotions were, intruders: and, seizuiglier trem- 
more sweetly feminine, after the' Ming hands, Idrew her after ma 
firstmoments; for then the Groof ao swiftly, that tiii/ feet, winged 
her starry eyes began to sink into j by love, could hardly keep pace 
a less daEKling languor. Bhe with ktr feet , agitated by fear. — 
trembled: nor knew she bow to And so 1 became her emperor, 
support the agitations of a heart I'll tell thee all, when I see 
she had never 10 und soungovcrn- thee: and thou shalt then judge 
able, ijhe was even fainting, when of in// diffionlties , and of her p»- 
I clasped hci- in my supportinglverseness. And thou wilt rejoice 
arms. What a precious uiomeutjwith me at my conquest over 
that! HDWuear,riow sweetly near such a watchful and open-eyed 
the thrubbiiig p^trtnerd ! Ichanocr. ' 

iJy her dresa, I saw, as I ob- Dut seest thou not now (. 
served before, how unprepared | think I do) the wind-outstrippi 
she was tor a journey; and not | fair one flying /iurn her love '" ' 
doubting her intention ouco more love? Is there not such a ( 
to disappoint me, I would hove — Nay, flying from frieni 
drawn her after me. 'i'hen began was resolved not to abandon 
n eoutoiition the most v^emcutlthe man she was determined 
that evi>r I had with woman. It.togooft'with? — '/Tieaexl ike 
would pain thy friendly heart to.aJl over} — Charming oontrf 
be told tha infinite trouble I had tion! — Hah, hah, hah, hah! 
with her. 1 begged, I praved, on must here -~ 1 must here, lay doi.^ 
my kneea, yet in vain, I ttegged'my pen, to hold my aides: for 1 
and prayed her to answer her own must have my laugh out '' ~ 

appointBient: and bad I not hap- fit is upon me. 
pily provided for Ruch a Hlroggle, | • » • 
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. — 1 believe — Hah, 

lah, bail! 1 believe, Jack, my 

:i couclode me mad: for here 
IB one of tbem popt io , as if to 
« what ailed me; or whom I had 
ith me. The wboraon caught 
lelangh, bb be went out. — Hab,! 
lh,hah! — Ad imptidenl dogl — 

Jack, knewest tbou my 
id were'buf " ' • ■ 
tne, I belli 
T an bour Iodl 

But U, my^est beloved fair 
le, repine not thou at the arts bj 
hich thou Buspeclest ihy fruit' 
_u vigilance has been over 
'Mehed. -- Take care, that thou 
■ovokest not new ones, that mny 
1 Btill more worthy of thee. If 
ice thy emperor decrees thy fall, 
oushaltgreatlyfall. Thousbalt 
ive eaiue, if tbatcome to pass, 
rhich may come U) pass (for why 

nldst thou put off marriage to 

long a day, as till thou bast: 
!ftBon to be convinced of my rc- 
rmation, denresl?) thou ahalt 
ivecausej never fear, to sit down 
oreeatiBQed with tby stars, than 
iththy«elf. And come the worst 
. the worst, clorious t«rnis will 1 
jve thee. Thy garrison, with 
SieTal l'ra'leni:e at the head, and 
irernOT Waldifulne^a bringing 
I the rear. Bhall be allowed to 
mh out with all the honours 
14 to fto brAveareaiatanee. And 
I tfay sex, and all mine, tliat hear 
my Btratagcms, and of thy con- 
oct, shall acknowledge the fort- 
"SB aa nobly won aa defended. 
"'I'hou wt!t not dare, metbinks 
bear tbce say, to attempt to re- 
loce tneh a goddeas as tbia, to a 



atandard unworthy of ker excel- 
lencies. It is impoaaible, Lore- 
that thou shouldat intend to 



knoweat tbou not my . 

the state of sbacklea? — And is 

"And wilt thou, Lovelace, abnae 
thai power which" — 

Which what,Betford?— Whlcli 
1 obtained not by her own con- 
sent, but aiiaiTisi it 

"But <nnlch thou never badst 
obtained, had she not esteemed 
thee above all men." 

And which I bad never taken so 
much pains to obtain , had I not 
loved her above all women. So 
far upon a par , Jack ! and if tbou 
pleadcat honour-ought not honour 
lo he mutual? If mutual, does it 
not imply mutual trust, mutual 
corifideuce? And what have 1 had 
of thai from her to boaat of? — 



Doubts, mialrustB, upbraidings, 
on berpart; humiliations the most 
abject, on mine. Ubliged to as- 
sume such uira of rctormation, 
that every vnrlet of ye has been 
afraid I should reclaim in good 
earnest And hast tbou not thy- 
self frequently observed to me, 
how awkwardly I returned to my 
usu.al gaiety, after I bad beoa 
witbiu ti mi\e oi \iM f«.^<£^i 



1 my powi 

Does she not deserve topnj for' Yet, & foolish little ro^et to 

I all tiuB? — To make an honest forbid me to think of mamage UB 

Fellow like an hypocrite; what a I am a reformed man I Till the 

vile thing is that ! ' implacables of her family changQ 

Thentboukoowest what a /u/se their uaCuree, and become pla- 
little rogue she has been, Uow| cable. 

little conscience she has made ofj It is trae, when she was fo^ 
diiappointing me. HastthounoC makingthoseconditioDs, she did 
been a witness of mj raviogs, on not think, that without anv, ahs 
this score? Have I not, lu tlie ebon\d he chi-uled out of hertelf; lot 
height of them, vowed revengo;so the dearsoul, aslmay tell thefi 
upon the faithless charmerT — jin itsplace, pbraaeait. 

djid if 1 7nu.<l be forsworn, whether, How it swells my pride, 1~ - 

I answer her expectations , or fDl-,been able to outwit sucb avigjlaafj 
low my own iuclinations; and if cbarnierl I nm taller by half tk 
.1 _ _...-... !._ ■ , y^f^ j„ jfij imagination than l 



can I hesitate a moment which to i was. I look diiinn upon every bodj^ 

ohoose? now. Last night I waa still inor| 

Then, I fancy by her circum- entravagant, I took off my hat,. 



epei 
that 



lection , and her continual grief, ' oa I walKed, to see if tlie lace wen 

At she erpecis some mischief not scorched, supposing it had 
from me. I doo't care to disap- famahed down a star; and, bcfor^ 
point 6m body I have a value (or. 1 1 put it on again, in mere wantoiir 

But the noble, 'the exalted n ess and bcai't'sease, 1 was bnf- 
creaturel Who can avoid hesita- feting the moon, 
ting; when he thinks of an offeQce, Ju short, my nliolesoul[ii ^ , 
ftgainst her? Who can but pity — When I go to bed 1 laugh myseff 

Yet on the other band, so loth asleep; and lawake eitberlaiigV 
at last to venture , though iiig or singing — yet nothiug 
threatened to be forced into the nearly in view, neither — for 
nuptial fetters with a man whom'why? — lam not yet refun 
to took upon as arival, is todis- enough! 
grace myself! — So sullen, now| I told thee at tlie lime, if tho4 
she has ventured! — What title reraembereat, how capable thij 
has she to pity; and to a pity restriction was of being tumeq 
which her pride would make her upon the over-scrupulous deaf 
disclaim? _ creiitm'e, could 1 once get her on^ 

But 1 resolve not an^ uiu^. I will of her father's house; and wherft 
see how her will works i and how I disposed to puuish her for hec 
my will leads me on, I will give family's faults, and for the infiuita 
the combatants fair play, an<ryet trouble she herself had given mei 
erery time I attena her, 1 fiod Little thinks slie, ihal Ihaue kepi 
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ufh'th: sndthat.wfaeniril tell theo: bnt being got too 
hiy heart IB soft, and a^Llher owd,I farf rom the (rack I set out in, 1 
Tftti but turn lo my fnnn'irani/o,| will close here. I may howerer 
ind harden myself atonce. Iwnte every day sonieuiing, and 

my charmer, look to it ; abate send it as opportiuiily oJFera. 

it thy haaght; airs! Valne iiotl BegardlesB, nevertheleBB,! shall 
Ayselfiipon thy sincerity, iftboa'be in all 1 write, of connection, 

1 indiDerent to me! I will not accuracy, or of any thing bnt oi 
ofc. Art thou ntil m m'jway own imperial will and plea- 

- Nor, if thou lovest me, sure. 

I Ibink, that thefemale ofiectationl 

of denying tby love, will avail LETTER IT, 

. theen.,tp,wit6 a heart BO proud mIh HoweWMl..Ci«l.«HKl<,w«. 
O jealous as nunc? — Re- 
mber, moreover, that all thy wirtnaadsy nifht, April i*. 

... nily sins are upon thy head! —I I kavb your narrative, my dear. 
' But ah! Jack, when 1 sec my You are the same noble creattm 
ingel, when lamadmitted to theljou ever were. Above dUguise, 
jtreeence of this radiant beauty, j above art, above attempting to 
vhat will become of all this va- extenuate a failing. 

y I The only famifr in the world, 

e my end what it may, I.yours, surely, tnat could have 
km obliged by thy p«netralion,!drivenEUchadaugbterupon nicb 
"&ir one, to proeeedby the sap. : cxtrcmitiea. 
Fairandsofllij. A wife ol any lime.' But yon most not be so very 
Marriage will be always in my much too good for Ihtm, and An 
power. (he cusc. 

When putto the university, the] Tfou lay the blame so properly 
ttOte course of initial xluOien will and so unsparingly upon your 
qualify the youker for the one tneelinyMm, that nothing can be 
_ Rne or for the other. The^portis added to that subject by lyour 
nght to point out the future law- worst enemies, were they to see 
*" -"-'ine, orphysicianl — So what you have written. 

B oantious conduct, with I am not surprised ,|now I have 
h a vigilance, will do mther for read your narrative , that so bold 
ttv/c, orforthanfl.wife. When and so contriving a man — lam 
I reform. Ml marry. 'Tis time forced to break off — 
IBOUgh fortheniie, the Indi/tauBt * # • 

"■ — fortheu/Aer, say// j You stood it out much better' 

[t how I ramble! — This it is and longer— here agjwn .comes 
D be in such a situation, that I my bustling, jealous motherl 
aiow not what to resolve upon, | it # * 

I' riltelt thee my inclininns, asl Don't be eo angry at fwrawSif^ 
" Thepro'sand thecon's DidjounotdoioTttxa^wit.^^'"' — 
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time ? Ab to your fiTBt fault , tie I but toler&bly my temper , I would'' 
answering !as lellerK : it,nEi9 almost have demaniied adnrittiuice. Bat> 
iucmnbent upon you to asaQmeil waa afraid, if 1 had obtained it, 
the guardianship of such afamily, jthat I Ehould have forgot it wU' 
when the braro of it had run riot my mother's house, and been for' 
as he did, and brought himaelfjtuminghimout of it. Tocometo 
into danger. rave against and abuse my deaTr 

Except your mother, who basjest, dearest, fanlllessfriendl am 
no will of ber own , have any of the raving to be eneouiaged, am 
them common sense ?^ Iperhaps joined in, in order ti 

Forgiveme,my dear — here isjustify tbemselves; the one fat, 
tbat stupid uncleAntonyofyours.'eontributing to drive that dear 
A pragmatical, conceited, posi^ | friend out of her father's liousg; 
tive — He came yesterday, in a, the other for refusing her tempo- 
fearful pucker and puffed, and.rary asylum.til] thereconciliatio^. 
blowed, and stumped about onricould nave been effected, which' 
halt audpsrlour,whiIebianiesBage her dutiful heart was set upon; 
was earned up. J and which it would have hecomo' 

My mother was dressing. Those the, love which my mother had 
widows are as starched as the old I ever pretended for you , to havff 
bachelors. She would not see iiim meditated for — could 1 have hai^ 
in a dishabille for the world — jpatiencel 

^tatcaiishemeanbyitf The if^te, as 1 said, shewed 

Hiserrandwaatosether&gainst what. the errand wba — Its first 
yoii,and to show tbeirdetermined appearance, after the old fusty 
iBge on yonr going away. The fellofrwas marched off [i/^iu mutt 
issue proved too evidently thatN?rcu.«e me, mi/ 'ieur] waa in a kind 
this was the principal end of hia ofgloomy, Harlowe-Iike reserved- 
risit. . |ness in my mother; which upon » 

The odd creature desired toifew, resenting flirts of mine, was 
Speak with her alone. 1 am not^foUowedby a rigorous prohibition 
used to such eiceptions whenever i of correspondence. 
any visits are made to my motbw. . This put us , you may suppose. 
When she was primmed out, I upon terms not most agreeable ^ I 
down she came to him. They desired to know, if I were 
locked themselves in. The twO|hibited iheaniinij of you? — 
positive heads were put together my dear, you have all my sleeping 
— close together 1 suppose; for I| as well as waking hours. 
listened, but could hear nothing i I can easily allow for your ___ 
distinctlv, though they both respond ence with your wretch At 
seemed nil] of their subject. , first land yet vour motives were. 

Ihadagoodmind,oncoortwice, excellent) by toe effect this prO' 
to have made them open the door, hibition has upon me; since, i1 
Could I have been sure of keeping possible, it has made me love you 
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T than before; and I tira more I 
oas than ever of correspond- , 
toe with yon, | 

lut I have nevertheless a much ■ 
re ilaudable motive — I should , 
think myself the unwortliiest of, 
creatures, could I be brought to 
■light a dear friend , and such a ' 
meritorious one, in her distress. — ' 
I would die first — and so I told 
my mother. And I have desired 
fcernot to watcb me in m; retired 
houm; nor to insiat upon my lying 
with her constantly, which she 
IMw does more earnestly than ever. 
Twere better, I told her, Ibat the 
Horlowe Betty were borrowed to 
Iw set over me. | 

Hickman , who greatly , 
s% you, has, unknown to me, . 
trterposed BO warmly in your 
kvonr with my mother, that it 
akes for him no email merit 

I cannot, at present, write to 

Every particular, unleas I would 

in net defiance. — Tease, tease, 

_ we, forever! The same thing, 

hough answered fifty times 



Bleasmel bow impatient she is! 

How she thunders ftt the doort 

This moment, madam! — How 
.Ton I to double-lock myself inl 

Whathaveldonewith thekeyl 
— lleuce take the key! ^ Dear 
madam! — You flutter one bo" 

Toe may believe, my dear, that 

i.^„L___.„ ,c L„r — .. T 



charming dialogue — she flung 
from me in a passion — 

So wliat'a now to be di 
Sent for do wn in a very peremptory 
manner, I assure you. What an 
incoherent letter will you have; 
when I can get it to you! But now 
I know where to aend it, Mr.Hick- 
man shall find me a messenger. 
Yet, if he be detected, poor soul, 
he will be Harlotcud-off', as well EM 
hie mfck niislreas, 

Thundiir, April 13. 

I HAVE this moment your con- 
tinuation letter. Andamfavoured, 
at present, with the absenee of my 
Argus-ey'd mother. — 

... -— account 



lhie< 

[(OVI 



-1 poor father — but let me re- 
member to whom I am writing. 
If this ever-active, ever mis-! 
jTOaa monkey of a man, this 
jel&ce, contrivedasyousuBpect 
but here comea my mother 

ay, stay a little long< 
f Dinuinna, if you please — Ici 
it be suspected! I can but be 
lidden for making you wait; and 
ildden 1 am sure to be, whether I 
the way you, my 
we -In/i'nj'd into. 



for all your difficulties. A younsf 
lady ot your delicacy!— a^dwitE 
Bucliaman! — I must be brief — 
Tbeman'Eafool,my dear, with 
all his pride, and with all liiacoc 
plaisancc, and affected regarilt 
Injuncliann. Yet his ready 



Sometlmesl think yousbouldga 
to Lady Betty's. 1 know not what 
to adviae you to do. — I shmld, if 

— uuj g^j jiitgnt upon re- 

yourself to your rela-. 

tions. Yet Ihcy at« W^XiwiwHiis. 
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Yoa can have do hopes from them. | 
Tour nnde's errand to my mother i 
may coovioce you of that; and if 
you have au anawer to your letter 
to your sister, that niU confirm 
you, I dare eay. 

You need not to hare been afraid 
of Ewkingme, nhether upon read- 
ing your narrative, I thoug:ht any 
extenuation conld lie for tfuat you 
have done I I have, aa above, be- 
fore I had yonr question, tola you 
ipy mindftBtothat. — And I repeat, 
tb&t lthiak,yaarpriivocalions and 
inducements considered, you are 
free from blame: at least the 
freest, Ibat ever young creature 
was who look such a step. 

But you took it not — you were 
drivenon nne side, and, possibly, 
tricked on the other. — If any wo- 
man on earth shall be circuni- 
■taneed as you were, and shall 
hold outso long as you did, against 
her persecutors on one hand, and i 
ber seducer on the other, I will' 
forgive ber for all the rest of her' 
conduct, be it what it will. I 

All your acquaintance, vou may I 
suppose, talkof nobody but you. 
Some indeed bring your admir- 1 
able character for a plea against i 
you.- but nobody does, or can,; 
acquit your father and uncles. 

Every body seems apprised of, 

¥)ur brother's and sister's motives, 
our flight is, no doubt, the very, 
thing they aimed to drive you to, ' 
by the various attacks they made 
upon you; unboping (as they must 
do all the time) the successof tbeir, 
schemes in Solines's behalf. They| 
knew, that if once you were re- 
■tored to favour, the suspended, 



love of your father and anele* 
like aiiver breaking down a teiQ 
porary obstruction, would retail 
with double force', and that thei 
you would expose and triump 
over all their arts. — And now, 
hear they enjoy their snccesan 
malice. 

Your father la all rage s 
violence. Heought, Iamsure,tif 
turn his rage inward. All yovv 
family accuse you of acting witt< 
deep art; and are put upon ai^i 
posing that you are actually eca^ 
hour exulting ncer lliem, witil yor- 

man, in the success of it. 

Tbeyall pretend now, that yor 
trial of Wednesday waa to be tl 

Advantage would indeed, nq 
mother owns, have been taken 

S>ur yielding , if you had yielded 
ut had you not been to be prtt 
vailed upon, they would ham 
given up their scheme, and takes 



They own, however, that i 
minister waa to he present — Ht 
Solmes waa to be at hand — anj 

Jour father was previously to t^ 
is authority over you , in ordert 
make you sign the settlements ~ 
all of It a romantic contrivance 
your wild-headed foolish brother 
i make no doubt. Is it likely thw 
he and Bell would have given w^ 
to your restoration to favour, sup 
posing it in their power to hindt 
it, on any other terms than tb 
their hearts bad been so long 

How they took yaurflight, «1 
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Bieffbimd it out, may be better ready fora pnrsuit. SolmeB a 
mpposed than described. your uncle yony were to be of t_ 

; YourauDtHervcy, itaeems.was party. But your mother and yot 



B first that went down to the auutllervey dissuaded them from 
I./ summer-house, in order to it, for fear of adding evil to evil; 
juqoaint you that their senreb not doubting but Lovelaoe had 
[pras over. Belty followed her, taken meaBUres to support him- 
ind they not finding you thete,'self in what be had done; and 
vent OD towards the cascade , ac- 1 especially when the servant de- 
tordingtoahint of yours. lalared, that he saw you run with 

^ Returning by the garden door, | him as fast as you could set foot 
Bi^ met a servant [ihe!/ ilon'tiai/' to the ground ; and that there 
fl aeut ihal Jonejih Leman; but it is | were several armed men on horse- 
V liktJy thai it was he] running, 'back at a small distance off. 
"! said, from pursuing ' a. j. j^ 






iiovelace (a great hedge stake in i Mr mother's absence wasowing 

'•B hand, and out of breath) to to a suspicion, that the- Knollys^ 

um the family. iwere to assiat in our correspon- 

If it were this fellow, and if dence. She made them a visit 

: were employed in the double .upon it. She d'les eoery tldnp at 

^ncy of cheating them enA once. And they have promised, 

Seatijig you, what shall we think that no more letters shall be left 

Kf the wretch yoa afO' with? -^ there, without her knowledge. 

a away from him my dear, if so But Mr. Hickman has engaged 

no matter to whom — or marry 'one Filmer, a husbandman mtfa* 

i,if youcannot. jlanc we call Finch-lane, nearuB. 

'our Vint and all your family i to receive them. Thither you will 

e accordingly alarmed by this be pleased to direct yours, under 

leiion — *ij('Jen%u.'/irti(oo/a'e/f'r!eover, toMr, John Soberton; and 

pursuit. They got together; and, Mr. Hickman himself will call f<3t 

when a pnme, ran to the place of, them there; and there shall leave 

Interview; and some of them as [mine. It goes aeainst me too to 

far as to the tracks of the chariot- 1 make him so useful to me. — He 

wheels, without stopping. And looks already so proud upon iti I 

having heard the man s tale upon shall have him [who knows?] give 

theppot, a general lamentation, a himself airs — he had best con- 

Diutual upbraiding, and rage, and sider, that the favour he has been 

grief, were echoed from the dif- long aiming at , may put him into 

fereot persons, aooordtng to their a very dangerous , a very ticklish 

different tempers and concep- situation. He that can oblige, 

tions. And they returned like may diaoblige — happy for some 

~ bob aa they went. 'people not to have it in their 

I Yoor brother, atfirst, ordered power to offend! 

* a and snned men to be got i I wiUha.vepa^ieniyi^'Alcaa.^'a 
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a while, to see if these bastlinge 
in my mother will subside — but, 
npon my word, I w^jAnt long 
bear this usage. tr ^ 

Sometimes I am readj'io think, 
that my mother carries it thus on 
purpose to tire me out , and to 
make me the sooner marrj. If I 
find it to be so, and that Hickman, 
in order to make a merit ivith me, 
ia in the low plot, 1 will never bear 
him in my sight. 

Plotting wretch, 83 I doubt 
your man is, I wish to Heaven 
that you were married , that you 
might brave them all , and not be 
forced to hide yourself, and be 
hurried from one inconvenient 
place to another. I charge yon, 
omit not to lay hold on any band- 
Bome opportunity tbat may offer 
for that purpose. 

Here again comes my mother — 

Wb look mighty glum upon 
each other, I can telfyou. She 
had not beat Hayli'icc me at this 
rate — I won't bear it. ! 

1 have a voat deal to write. 1 
know not what to write firat. Yet j 
my mind is full , and ready to run 



way. — Tiord help these mothers! 

— Do they think they can prevent 
a daughter's writing, or doing 
any thing she has a mind to do, 
by suspicion, watchfulness, and 
scolding? — They had better 
place a confidence in one by half 

— a geaeroua mind scorns to 
abuse a generous confidence. 

You have a nice, a very nice 



part to act^wilh this wretch - 
who yet has, I think, but one 
plain path before him. I pity yon k 

— but you must make the best of 
the lot you have been forced to 
draw. Yet I see your difficulties, 

— But , if he do not offer to abuse 
your confidence, 1 would have 
von seem at least to place son 

If you think not of marrying 
fiooft, I approve of your resolution 
to fix somewhere out of bia reach. 
And if he know not where to find 
you, so much Ihe-better. Yet I 
verily believe, they would force 
you back, could they but come at 
you, if tbey were not afraid of 

I think, by all means, 
abould demand of both y'oor 
trustees to be put in poaaeaaion 
of your own estate. Meantime I 
have sixty guineas at your servicft 
I beg you will command them^ 
Before they are gone, I'll take 
care you shall be Airther supplied. 
I don't think you'll have a shilling 
or a shilling's worth of your own 
from your relations, unless yon 
estort it from them. 

As they believe you went awaf 
by your own consent, they are, it 
seems, equally surprised and gtad> 
that you have left your jewels 
audmoney behind you, and have 
contrived for clothea so ill. Very 
liltlelikelihood this sfaowBof then 



„ your request. 
Indeed every one who knows 
not what I now know, must he at 
a losa to account for yonr /Uffhl, as 
they will call it. And how, my 
dear, can one report it with any 
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tolerable advantage to j'oa? 

To say, you ilid nol inlend it - hen 
you met him, yiho will beli'weit? 
— to say, that a, person of your 
known steadiness and punctiiio 
was over-persuaded when you gave 
him the meeting, how will that 
■oond? — To say, you were 
nicked out of yuuTMlf, and people 
were to give credit to it, bow dis- 
repntabTe! — And while iiHrHnr- 
ricd, and yet mth him, the man a 
man of such a character, nhai 
would it not load a cenauring 
worid to tbink? 

I want to see how you put it in 
your letter for your clothes. 

Aa you may depend upon all 
Uie little spiteful taings they can 
_ n-. instead of sending what you 
for, pray accept the sum I 
r, What will seven guineas 
do? — And 1 will find a way to 
send you also any of my clothes 
Knid bnen for present supply. 1 
beg, my dear Clarissa, t^at you 
TJa not put your Anna Uowe 
VpOD a foot with Lovelace, inre-l 
fosins to accept of my offer. If: 
you do not oblige me, I shall bel 
apt to think that you rather in-, 
cfme to be obliged to liim , than to j 
favour i«e. And if 1 find this, ll 
shall not know how to reconcile 
it with your delicacy in other re- 
Pray inform me of every thing 
that passes hetveen you and him. 
My cares for you (however need- 
less, from your own prudence) 
make me wish you to continue to 



down inwiitinffj although, from 
your natural dimdence, it should 
not appear to you altogether so 
worthy of your pen, or of my 
knowing- A stander-by mayaee 
more of the game than one that 
plays. Great consequences, like 
great folks, generally owe their 

Seatnees to small causes, and 
tie incidents. 

Upon the whole, I do not now 
think it is in your power to die- 
misB him when you please. 1 ap- 
prized you beforehand, that it 
would not. I repeat, therefore, 
that were I you, 1 would at least 
seem to place some confidence in 
him. So long as be is decent, yon 
may. Very visibly observable, to 



make him unworthy of tome con- 
fidence. 

Your relatione, according to 
what old Antony says to ini/ mo- 
ther, and »he to me, (by way of 
threatening, that you will not 
gain your supposed ends upon 
them by your flight) seem to ex- 
pect that you will throw yourself 
into lady Betty's protection; and 
that she will offer to mediate for 
you; and they vow, that they will 
never hearken to any terms of ac- 
commodation that shall come 
from that quarter. They might 
speak out, and say, from an;/ 
quarter; for I dare aver, that 
vour brother and sister will not 
let them cool — at least , till their 
nncles have made such dlsposi- 
tiona, and perhaps your father 
too, as they would have them 
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Ah this letter will apprize you 
of an alteration in the pluce to 
which you moat direct yourtieit, 
I send it hy a, friend of Mr, Hick- 
man, who may be depcuded upon. 
He has business in lite neighbour- 
hood of Mra, Sorlingt; and he 
knows her. He will return lo Mr. 
Hickman this night; and bring 
back any letter you shall have 
ready to send, or can get ready. 
It is moonlight. He'll not mind 
waiting for you. I chooae not to | 
send by any of Mr. Hickman's] 
eervantB — at present, howCTCr, 
Every hour is now, or may be, im- 
portant; and may make an altera- . 
tion in your reaolations ncces- 1 

Ihear, at this instant, my mo- 
ther cathoe about her, and put- . 
ting everybody into motion. She I 
willHOon, I euppose, make me and | 
my employment the subjects of, 
her inquiry. 

Adieu, my dear. May Heaven' 

preserve you, and restore youj 

with honour as unsullied as your| 

mind to I 

Tour ever afffecW on nte | 

Anna Howe, i 



Tha«d.y.neniooii. ApHlia. 

I Alt infinitely concerned, mv 
ever dear and ever kind friend, 
that I am the sad occasion of the 
displeasnro between yonr mother 
and you. — How many porsoas 
have I made unhappy! 

Had I not to console myself, 
that my error is not owing to I 



or 

wicked precipitation, 1 should 
be ths most miserable of all 
creatures. As it is, I am enongli 
punished in the loss of my 
characier, more valuable tt 
than my life; and in the 
ilnfibtn andpeiplexitiex vhich, con* 
flicting with my hopes, and eaot 
getting the victory by turns, h(ll»- 
row up my soul between them. 

I think, however, that yoU 
should obey yonr mother, aui 
decline a correspondence with 
me; at least ior the present; 
'I'ake care how you fall mto my 
error ; for that begun with carrying 
on a proWAled corretpondence ; % 
correspondence which I thought 
it in my power to discontinue at 
pleasure. My talent is scribbling; 
and 1 the readier fell into tlUB 
freedom, as I fbnnd delight iii 
writing ; having motives too,- 
which I thought laudable; and. 
at one time, the perm isaion of au 
my friends to write to him*. 

Yet as to this correspondence, 
what hui-t could arise from it, if 
your mother could be prevailed 
upon to permit it to be continued'?, 
— So muah prudence and discre- 
tion as you have; and you, 
writing to me, lying under wj, 
temptation of following so bad aa_ 
example, asl have set — my let- 
ters too occasionally filled mttr 
self- accusation. 

I thank you, my dear, 
cordially I thank yo«, for _ 
kind ofiera. You may be assiirodj 
that I will sooner be beholden ' 

Siu, than to any body living. ' 
r. Lovelace the last. Co i 



Vttei 
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therefore think, that bj declining mer conditions, which he calls 1117 
jQarheroan, I have an intention in/'")'^'<''"i^' Nor con I now, that 
to \»y mjself under obligation to my friends, as you inform me, 
bim. I bare so strenuonBlj' declared 

i am willing to hope (ixoti!ilh-'againil accepting ^iJie mediation of 
■landing what you write) tliat my | i/ie laiiiei 11/ Mr. Lnvelace's familii, 
friends will send me my little mo- put myself into their protection, 
ner, together with my clothes, unless 1 am resolved to give up all 
Tney are too considerate, some of hopes of a reconciliation with my 
them, at least, to permit that 1 own. 

should be put to such I'lW diffi-l Yet if any happy introduction 

cuUies, Perhaps, they will not bo rmtld be thought ol to offctt this 

in baste to oblige me. But, if not, desirable purpose, how BhiUl terms 

1 cannot yet want. 1 believe you, he proposed to my father, while 

think, 1 must not dispute with Mr. this man is with me, or near me? 

Lovelace the eipenses of the road Ou the other hand, should ihey in 

and lodgings, till 1 can get a fised his absence gel me back by force 

abode. Bat I hope soon to put an (and this, you are of opinion, they 

end even to those sort of ooliga- would attempt to do, but in fear 

tions. |of him), how will their severest 

Small hopes indeed of arecon-'acts of compulsion be justified by 

ciliatioD from youraccount of my.my flight from thenil — Meaa- 

ancle's visit to your mother, in, while, to what censures, aa you 

. ordeitoBether againstan almost-|reinind me, do I expose myself 

Lfiiendless creature whom ouce be while he and I are together, and 

K]ored ! But is il not mu duly in try ' unmarried ! — Yet |ean I with pa- 

V/urtff Oughtl to wiiJen my error tience ask the queGtionV] in it in 

■l^obstlnacy andresentment, be- vi'j power? — my dear Miss 

le of Iheir resentment; which Uowel and am I so reduced, as 

-_t appear reasonable to them, that, to save the poor remains of 

_» they suppose my flight preme- my reputation in the world's eye, 

■Stated; and as they are made to 1 must wotck the gracious tnoli'iit 

B%e1ieTe, that I am capable of from the man's lips? 

mrinmphing in it, and uoer thtm,' Were my cousin Morden in 

■With the inan they hotel When 1 England, all might still perhaps 

KluLTe done all in my power to be determined happily. , 

lieatare myself to then favour, I If no other mediation than hia 

■ 4h^ have the less to reproach can be procured to set on foot the 

mnelf with. . wished-for reconciliation, and if 

heae considerations make me'my situation with Mr. Lovelacq 

_ er about followiug your ad- 'alter not in the interim, T must 

I vice, in relation to marriage I and endeavour to keep myself in a 

I the rather, aa he is so full of com- state of independence till be ar- 

I pkistutce with regard to my for- rivea , that I may b« &IL li^iQ;tN.i Sn; 
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SDVcrn myaelf by bin ftdvice and hood, through his vile agent J«- 
irection. ' seph Leman. So premeditated 

I ffjil acquaint you, aayou de- and elaborate a wickedneBB aa it 
sire, nith all tbatpaisps between must be! — Mustl not, wii/i sucKA 
Mr. Lovelace and me. Hitherto I timn, be wantiog to myself, if I 
have not discovered any thing in were not jealous and vigilant? ■-• 
hie behaviour that ia very excep- Yet what a life to live mr a epiit 
tionable. Yetl cannot say, that in iipen, and natarallyjoun 
I think the respect he ehewa me, ci'-w, aa mine? 
aneasy,unreBtrained,andnaturai 1 am obliged to Mr. Hickmsi 
respect, although I uan hardly tell for the asaistance he is ao kind^ 
where the fault is. i ready to give to our correspond 

But he has, doubtless J an arro-jdence. He is so Utile lilcel;/ to 
gant and encroaehin^ spirit. Nor, make to himself an addition^ 
IB he BO polite as his education, merit with the ilmighter upon it| 
andotheradvantageB,micht have that I shall be very sorry, if be 
^ade one expect him to oe. He risk any thing with the n ' ~ 
seems, in short, to be one, who fay it. 
has always had too much of his. I am now in a atate of obli^ 
own will to study to accommodate tion: so must rest satisfied witG 
himself to that of others. |whateverl cannot help. Whom 

As to the placing of some con- ' have 1 the power, once bo preciooa 
fideuce in him, I shall be as ready to me, ot obliging? — What I 
tofake your advice in this parti-|mean, my dear, ia, thatlought, 
cniar, as in ail others, and aa he pcriiapa, to eipect, that my ia- 
will be to deserve it. But tricked fluencee over you arc weakened 
atimij as I was by him, not onl^ by my indiscretion. NevertheleaB, 
against mi/ juilyment, but tnijincU- 1 will not, if I can help it, ik/erl 
nofi'in, can Ae, orony ?w>(?y, espeet, viy.ielf, nor give Up the privilege 
that 1 should immediately treat you used to allow me, of telllnj' 
bim with complaisauce, aa if 1 yoa what I think of such parts o 
acknowledged obligation to him your conduct as 1 may not ap 
for carrying me away ? — Ifldid, prove, 
must he not either think me a vile You must peimit me therefore, 
dissembler before he gained that severe as your mother is against 
point, or a/i[«*frards .' ! an lindesigning offender, to say 

Indeed, indeed, my dear, I that I tbii£ your liveliness tobez 
could tear my hair, on recon- iueicusable — to pass over, " 
sidering what you write (as tojthia time, what neverthelessci 
the probability that the dreaded j cerua me not a little, the free 
Wednesday was more dreaded | treatmeiit you almost ituUscrim- 
than it needed to be) to think, nofe/^ give to my relations. 
that I should be thus tricked b^i If you wilt not, fi)r your duiy't 
tbiimnn; and that, in all Ukeh-JMijire, forbear your tauutings and 
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Impatience, let me beaeech you, 
Uint jou will lor mine. — - Since 
*'"" — '" " your mother may ap- 

[f into the: 
liad of hcc beloved daughter, i 
~ " may not euch an apprehen- 
sive her an irreconcileable 
Bpleasure a^sjnet " 

9 mj sister, 

Kons to Bee. You will observe, 
at although I have not de- 
banded toy estate in form , and of 
IBjtnuteeB, yet thatl have hinted 
it leave to retire to it. How joy- 
IhHy would I keep my word, if 
Hiey would accept of the offer I 
ew ! — It was not proper I be- 
'Cf on will think, on many ac- 
counts , to onn that I was carried 
tffa|EaiDBtm^inclination. I am, 
By iJeareEt friend, 

Your ever- obliged and affec- 
tionate 

Cl. Hjulowe. 



tllTKR, Sl.Alblln'.,Aprllll. 

J, I confrsa, bten guilly of 
m which carries with it a 
uh and undutiful appearance. 
And I should have thought it ati 
beicnsable one, had I been used 
iritfa less severity than 1 have been 
af late; and had X not bad too 
great reason to apprehend, thatl 
was to be made a sacrifice to a 
■nan I could jno^ bear to think of 
"tit what is done, is done — per- 
ipt I could wish it had not; and 
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that 1 had izusted to the relenting 
of my dear and honoured parents. 
— Yet this from no other motives, 
but those of duty to them. — To 
whom I am ready to return (if I 
may not be permitted to retire to 
Ibe Grove) on conditions which I 
before offered to comply with. 

Nor sfaall I be in any sort of 
dependence upon the person by 
whoae means I have taken this 



Biiuu enter lUMj.ii i uin uoi lunner 
precipitated. Let me not have it 
to say, now at this important 
crisis 1 that I have a sister, out not 
a friend in that sister. My reputa- 
tion, dearer tome than lite, (what- 
ever you may imagine from the 
step Ihave taken) ia suffering. A 
little lenity will, even yet, ia a 
great measure, restore it, and 
make that pass for a temporary 
misunderstanding onlyj whica 
utherwiscwill be a stain as durable 
09 life, upon a creature who has 
alreudy been treated with great 
unkindiiess, to use no harsher a 



ay) I have been thus pre- 
cipitated, and for all the family's 
sake, aggravatenot my fault, if, 
on recollecting every thing, you 
think it one; nor by widenm^ the 
unhappy difference, cxposeastster 
forever — Praya 

Your affectionate 

Cl. Hablowb. 

I shall take it for a very great 
favour, bi)hK«e,m'3'^VjCwA&- 



rectlj sent me, together with 
SSiy guineM, which jou will 
find in my escritoire (of which 
I incioBe the tcey): as also tlie 
divinitr and miscellanyclaiEea 
of mj little library; and, if itj 
be thought fit, my jewels — 
Directed for me, to be left till 
called for, at Mr. Osgood's,! 
nearSoho-Sqnare. j 



Mr. Lovelace in canlimialion of 
I Mm Iml teller , {'So. Wi.) gices an' 
account lo his friend (pretty mui'h 
to the Minte effect with the ladg's) ' 
of all thai passed between them 
at llteJim), in the journey , ami 
liU Iheir fixing at Sirt.Sorliugs'; 
to avoid repetiliun, those pta- 
I . tt^ea ia Mu narrative are only 
extracted, mliich will terve lu 
embeUixhker»; to open hi" nieuni 
or to dinplay the humorous talent 
he teas noted fur. 

At their alighting at the inn at St. 
Alhan's on Mondoij niykt, thus 



jaw-fatlen fscea, and goggling 
eves, to wonder at beholaJng a 
coanning young lady, majeatyin 
her air and aspect, eo cotnpoeedly 
dreaaed, yet with features sodis- 
compoaed, come off a journey 
vhich had made the cattle smoke, 
and the aervants sweat. I read 
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she alighted, npon ber L , 

which waa no habit; and reptil* 
sively, aalmayaay, quitting m^ 
assisting band, hurried into tl~ 
house.* * * 

Ovid waa not a greater mastar 
of metamorpboBesthan tbyiTieni' 
To the mistress of the house I !■»• 
ataiitir chsnged her into a sisteri 
brougbt off oy surprise from » 
near relation's (where she had 
wintered) to prevent ber marryii^ 
a confounded ruke |I love alwayi 
to go as near the truth as 1 can 
whom herfnthcr and mother, he 
elder sister, and all her loving; 
uncles, annts, and cousina a*"' 
horred. This accounted for n 
charmer's expected aullens; i 
her dispteaaure when she was __ 
join me again, were it to hold; fta 
her unsuitable dresa upon th< 
road; and,at theaame time.gays 
her a proper and aeasoaable ai 
eurance of my honourable views. 
Upon the debate between the lad 
and him , ond particularlg upo 
Ihat part where she upbreidt hk 
with pitting a young cj-enluf 
upun making a gaciifiue of .In 
duty and canncience, he wriiem. 
All these, and alill more morti- 
fying things, she aaid. 

I heard Tier in silence. Butwbea 
it came to my turn, I pleaded, 
argued, I answered her, as well 
I could. — And when humili _ 
would not do, I raised my voics) 
and suffered my eye to sparklt 
with anger; hoping to tahe m)> 
vantage of that sweet cowardiM 
which is ao amiable in the aex^ 
and to which my victory — ~ 
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OB prottd boauty is principally 
ning. 

She was not intimidated, how- 
rer, and n as going to ri»e upon 
le tn bertcmper; and would have 
n>ken in upon tny defence. But 
hen a man lalits to a woman 
DOB atiob lubjectB, let ber be ever 
> nincb inofi, 'tig strange, if be 
t tiiroir out a tub to the 
rbale; — that ia to say, if he can* 
t divert her from resenting one 
lold thing, by uttering two or 
three full as bold; hut tor which 
lore favourable inteipretalioi 
tilt lie. 

^o-tltat part, where fheteU* him i\f 
ihe aif^culiy she made to cor- 
resfand with him al /iret, Ihauhe 

Veiy true, my precious I — And 

Snumemble have been the dilli: 

aide* thou hastinadenetitrugglo! 

Mill. But tno day thou mayest' 

^-tJtat.thou hiidHt spared this 

l| as well SA those other< 

WiXy haughtineiaes. '' That thou 
^^' t not reject Solmea tor m;) 
: that laij glory, if 1 valued I 
tiyaelf npou carrying tbee off, waa 
br ibame : thai 1 h;vve more merit 
nUt moMe//' than with thee, or any 
Dd7 else: [What a c-xcmiib ^he 
lotoncti/ant/j That thou wishest 
uraalfia. thy fatber't house again. 
malttvermere I" bellie ciTue'iuence." 
"Iflfiwgivethee, charmcrj for 
""Me hints, for these rollcctions, 
r these wishes, for these con- 
npta, I am not the Lovelaoe I 

eve been reputed to be; and that 

thy treatment of me shews that 
tiioulliinkeBtlam. 
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In short, her whole air throngli' 
it this debate, eipresKca s 
majestic kind of indignation, 
which implied a believed superio- 
rity of talent? over Ihe person to 
whom she spoke. 

Thou hast heard me often ex- 
patiate upon the pitiful fi^nie a 
man itiust make, whose wifeAtu, 
or bfUeBes she has, more sense 
than himself. A thousand reasons 
could I give why 1 onght not to 
think of marrving Miss Clarissa 
Ilarlowe: at leust tilt 1 can be 
sure, that she loves me with the 
preference I must expect from a 
wife. 

1 begin to stagger in my resolu- 
tions. Ever averse as 1 was to the 
hymeneal shackles, how easily 
will old prejudices recnri Heaven 
give me Ihe heart to be honest to 
my Clarissa! — There'.* a prayer, 
Jack! If 1 should not be heard, 
what a sad tbin^ would that be. 
for the most admirable of women! 
— Yet, aa I do not often trouble 
Heaven with my prayers, who 
knows but this may he granted? 

But there lie before me such 
charming difficulties, such soenery 
for intrigue, for stratagem, for 
enterprise. — What a horrible 
thing, that my taleuls point all 
that wayl — When I know what 
ia honourable and just; and would 
almost wish to he honest! — ^Z- 
mosi I say; for such a vsrlet am I, 
that 1 cannot altogether wish it, 
for the soul of mel — Such a 
triumph over the whole sex, if I 
can subdue this lady I My maiden 
vow, as 1 may call it! — For did 
not the sei begin «itli mft'i ^ &.:■ ^ 
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'^KB this ladj Sparc me? Thiiik- 
eBf.iEipu, Jiiek, that 1 ebauld have 
BpsVea qn^ Rosebud , liad I bven 
ststatieftnueelluui? — Hergrand- 
molber bt'sought aie, at firut, in 
ifrnie her K'isel'ud;. and when a 
girl is put, or puts herself into a 
man's power, what cau be wi; h for 
furlher? wbilel always considered 
opjioaitiou and I'eeistauce an a 
cnallenge to do my worsl.* 

VVhj, why, will the ^ear.crea- 
tiireLiike such pains to ;ipptar all. 
ice to me?— Why will slie, by; 
i^r pride a wakeo mnef — Uast, 
thou not fipen, ialbc above, boiri 
contemptuously >ilie treats me? — 
Wh'it have I not eiifftred for her, ' 
.and evi:^i /; ;'W her? — Ought J lo ' 
.bear being t<ild, that Bhe will 
despise i^e, if I value myself ubove 
,tb[it odioiu) SolmcB? | 

, ' Tben sbe cuts me 9boH. in all 
^ny ardours,- To u«ui /idelii</, is by ■ 
a, curded turn upuu me, to shew 
tl^Bt there is reason, in my owu 
-opinion, fordoublofiL Tbevery 
same reflcciiou upon uie once be- 
fore.**'Iu ray power, orout of my 
powtr, all one to this Indy* -— So, 
Uelford. my poor vows are cram- 
med down my throat, before they 
oaii w(vll rise to my lips. And 
rffbat can a lover say io his 
imistresB, if she will neither let him 

, One litile piece of artifice I had 

recouncj to- AVbuu she pushed 
80 hard fur nin to leave her,l made, 
&requeat to her, upou acondition 
ebe could itut refuse^ and pre- 
tended an much gratitude upon 
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hoT granting it, as if it were 
favour of the last euuBeqnence. 
! And what was this? but lo pM>* 
mise what she hud before pro*, 
mised, "Novertomarry anyothe* 
man,whilelamIiving,Bndbinglat 
unless I should give her cause fdr 
high disgust against me." ThtSj 
you know, was promising nothing', 
because she could be eS^nded at 
any time, and wns to be tfaesolA 
judge of the offence. Hut ii 
shewed, her, how rt-asonftble andi 
just KiyexpectatiouB weie; 
that I wasnoeocroacher. 

Sbe conseulcd; and asked what 
socurity I eipectcd? Her worf' 
only. 

Sbe eave me her word: but I' 
beBougbt her ejicnse for sealing' 
it; »nd in the same moment (BincV 
to have waited for consent wonldi 



lelford , tl 
I that single preBsure (usmodeBtl^i 
put too, AS if I were as much a. 
virgin aa herself, that she might' 
not be afraid of me another li: ' 
delighted me more than ev< 
wan delighted by the vl'imaiam' 
with any other woman, — So pre- -' 



18 do a' 



, reverence , and op- -'. 



preheuded prohibition, make >- 
favour! v* 

And now, Belford, I am dd1j4 
afraid, that 1 shall be too cnnning; J 
for she does'inotat present taQEl 
eitough fOr me. ~ 1 hardly know ^ 
what to make of the dear creature J 
I yet. 
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E ItoptthebroUierBpartonMon- 

*-y njsht before lh« Iniiillady ■■• 

"loan'a; asking my eiste 

a for carrying her off bo u 

wrvd.tor^joarney; prated of 

^|)ejoy EnTfatlierand mother,aud 

■^1)1 oui Irienila, woold have on 

' .llfc^vin^ her; and thia with no 

.Iwny circQnulaiices, tliat i per- 

Wivod, by ft look she gave me, 

Ibat went through my very veins, 

liiat 1 had gone too far. I apolo- 

eii«d fw it indeed when alone; 

hut could not pL'iietrHte for the 

uul of me,, whether 1 made the 

matter betUir or worse by it. 

ISut 1 amof too frank a nature: 
iny auccess, and the Joy 1 liave be- 
cause of toe j{!wel 1 am half in, 
posaession of, haa not only nn-' 
locked uiyboeoin, but Itft the door I 
qaile ofivu. 

This is a confounded aly sen. 
IFould Bh*<but«pral[ ont, aside 
- Hut I mutt Irni'ii reserves of 

^ it needs lie uiiprovided| 

if mouoy: biithai too much pride 
BtU^teptof any froinme. Iwouldi 
^*fl b»d ber go to town [T„ lown, 
jBpi>«nl>ie, must i !/rl her It, fini-enl 
' iu order-to, provide hemelf 
e liohest of Bilks wh'clithot, 
9nl, Hut neither is this to i 
.jMed.to. Andyet, aamy 
igvnccr acquaint* me, her im- 
'ile relaticufl are rcMlvedtol 
isberalUheTGH.li. , 
« wrelclitd'oave JiecD most 
itly mviag, iei4er sinca her 
., Bod e(jU( thank Heaven, | 
. iu«eV"^o>>M^ 'V'^'t 1 hope 
a tnelve-uonth tocooje. Now,' 
t, it is my dayl 



Bitterly do they regretj that 
they permitted her poultry visita, 
una garden walks, which gave her 
the (ipportuoity to effect an eiea|)e 
which ihey suppose pre-con- 
certed. For, aa to Iter dining in 
the ivy 'bower, the; had a cunning 
design to answer upon her in that 
permiBtion, U Itotty told Joseph 

Tliey lo8t« they Bay, an ex- 
cellent pretence for coufinbg her 
mnre closely on my threatening 
to I'cscue her, if they offered to 
carry her against her wilt to old 
Antony's moated house.** For 
this, as I told thee at the Hart, 
and at 1 oniie hinted to the dear 
creature herself,*** they had it in 
deliberation to (f l — j^- 



sotit,- oil some one of those con- 

Bnt heremy honest Joseph, who 
gKvs me the information, was of 
udmirable service to me; I had 
taiij;bt him to make the Uarlowos 
believe, that I was as comniunica- 
tivo to nil/ servants, as their stnpid 
Jiuneg was to Joseph:-) Joseph, 
lu Ihey supposed, by tampering 
with Willi, 5§ got all my secrets, 
and was acquainted wiih all my 
motions; aud having also under- 
taken to watch all those of bis 



••• Ibid. Ki. mr. P»r. 1. I 

i Iblll Let. ilvl. Par, 6. ind , 
tl IbU will be fiirtlier »pli 
X>«iier ivil. B( Ibis i<i\>udq. 
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secure; and a 

I once had it in 

binteilit to tbee*' 



LBTTEK Vin. 



1 



B forn 



I OBLiciU) fbe'dear creatitfA 



ceMBiy, to all.empt to carry 
off by Biirprise from Ibe wood- i to^suffer that good woman's Pa* 
bouae; as it ia remote from the commendation of todcings to tat^ 
dwelling house. This had 1 nt- 1 place , ou ber refusaF to go to (S« 
tempted, I ahould certainly have.Xuu:^. ' 

effected fay the help of the con-' Slic must believe all my viem 
fraternity ; and it woulit have faeeu fo be hoiiourable, when 1 had pr»- 
■n action worthy of us all. — But vided for her no particular lodg- 
Joseph's conscience, aa hecnlledings, leaving it to ber cholea, 
it,Btoodin my way; for he thought, whether she would gotoM. Hall^ 
K must have been known to be to the Lawn, to London, or to 
done by his connivance. I could 'either of the dowagers of mj" 
1 dare say, have overcome this family. '■ 

temple, an to.-iVj a^ tiiid matiij<if\ She wa* visibly pleased wilhroy 
Ids oiheri, had 1 not depended at motion of putling Mrs. Greme into 
one time upon her meeting mo at the chaise with her, and ritjingtiii 

R midnight or late hour [and, if "- "---' " 

abe baa, she never would have 
gone back]; at other limes, upon 
the cunning family's doing m^' 
work for me, equally against their 
knowledge, or their wills 

For well 1 knew, that James and 
Arabella were determined never 
to leave off their foolish trials and 
provocations, till, by tiring her 
out, they had cither made her 
Soimes's wife, or guilty of some 
such rashness as should throw her 
for ever out of the favoni' of both 



apprehensive of what might pan 
between her and ftlrs Gremc. Bt^ 
as all my relations either know DC 
believe the justice of ray inteft^ 
tions by her, I was in no pain ell 
that account: and the less, aa t 
have been always above bypA* 
crisy, or wishing to be thought 
belter than 1 nm. And indet"^ 
what Dccasion has a man to be 
hypocrite, wbo has hitherto foi 
his views upon the sex bett( 
answered, forbisbeingkuownt.. 
bearake? Wby,evenmybeloved' 
■ facredeniednottocorrespondwitb 
me, though bet ii-ieitds had taugbl 
ber to think me a libertine — Wbtf 
then would be Crying a neu> and 
iB-ime character? 
And then Mrs. Greme is a pioitA 



■HttroQ, and nould not have been j be to be the prince and leader of 
Massed against the truth on any such a confraternity asourel 
BODBideration, She used foruierlj, How uniible to look up among 
while there nere any hopes ofmy.menl or to shew my face among 
Kfbnnatioui to pray for me. She womeu ! 

wrdlyctiDtinucsIhe good custom, Ae things at present stand , aba 
I doubt; for her worthy lord dare Dot own, that she wont off 
Makes no scruple occasionally to I against her own consent; and I 

nve n^ainst me to man, woman,'' - •-' - - - - .- — -t n .i._ 

tad child.as they eomeinhis way. 

ie is very undutiful, as thou 
knowesL Surely, I may say ho; 
nnce att duties are reciprocal. 
BntforMrs. Gi 



at the Lawn, and the ci 



have taken care to make all the 
implar.nhU' believe, that she 
escaped wiihii. 

She baa received an answer from 
Miss Howe, to the letter written to 
herfiomSf.Aibaa'a* 

Whatever are the contents, I 
know not; but she was drowned 



to be found, she prays by bim, or: in tears at the perusal of it. And ' 
reads schapter tohimintbe liible, 1 am the sufferer, 
wsome oilier good book. Miss Howe is a charming crea* 

W«. it not therefore right, to!"" too; but eonfo.ndedly. mart 
L... I i7. 1 I . I. Vli _j -i and spiritful. I am a good deal 

bmduee .oeh . food "»« «' .Md'of her. Her nSher cm 

trr^si ^;ss:s.^» ■ '•"•"y '^•^p !■» ». i m..t con. 

lo leare them, without reserve, to ». ' r ir u . . i 

!k(l,Ow„t.lt1-ADdYerrhci.y "»™ " vlfJoSoUM^, hf 
. t.lt I ■»» they ~!re, „ they "J »'™" ■'"'f'; "PO" "«' "; 
_>_ ~ „j , ,, -/ , V ■', ther, in order to manage that 

jSilJSfySl 'd^y'eh'Skr';f"6>'«J. f," '^''^'S'^"'^ 

*~^ o J b J ,to an absolute dependence upon-' 

Ihopelabal) behoncet, lonee myself.** < 

mott any: but as we frail mortals' Mrs. Howe is impatient of con-. 

re not our own masters at all tradiction. So is Miss. A young 

Dies, I must endeavour to keep ladyjwho is sensible that she has ; 

le dear creature unapprehensive, all the maternal requisites herself, i 

~ 'ill can get her to our ac(ji(oin(- lo be under maternal control; — ] 

__f'« )» Lnndon, or to some oiker.. fine ground for a man of intrigaa ,' 

/« yittce lliere. Should I, iu the to build upon! — A mother over-, i 

iteriin, give her the least room notable; a daughter over-aensible; t 

t ailspicion; or offer to rebtrain and their Hiekman, who is — 

tt; sh« can make. her appeals to ovei- neither: but merely a pai-ul 

rADg«rs, and call the country in sive — 't 

■pMi me; and, perhaps, throw; Only that I have an object still, i 

■ beivelf up<inber relations on their more desirable! — i 

owu terms, And were I now t0| , y^^ , li!„„,i,^] f 

iMe ber^ faow unworthy shouldl! •• 8eeVai-t.».4V^ ■ 
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two young 
eitoh other, mid are ho well ac- 
quainted! Elae how cbarmin^lj' 
might I have mnn aged tliemboth: 
But one man cannot have everj 
woman worlh iiaving — pity 
though — when the iqau is such a 
Tssi clever fellow ! 



NcVB& was there anch a pair of 
scribbling lovers as we; yet per- 
haps whtnn it «o much concerna to 
keep from each other what each 
writeft. She mmi't hftvc any thing 
else to do. 1 wonlil. if Bhe'il let me. 



Lord M. sav*. SUm and mre , is j 
another of bis sentences. If I had 
not a great deal of that virtue, I 
should not have waited the Har- 
lowe's o«rii time of ripening into 
eieentioD my plots upon them- 
selves and upon their goddess 
daOEhter. 

ftyf beloved has been wriiineto 
her saacy friend, I believe, all that 
hag befallen her, and what has 
passed between us hitherto. She! 
will pOBsIblyhave fine subjects for' 
her pen, if she be as mmnte aai 

I would not be so barbarous as 
to permit old Antony to set Mrs. 
Howe against her, did 1 not dread 
the consequences of the cor- 
respondence between the two 



would not wish to outwit sach gii'^t i 
and to be able to twirl them ronnd 
his fiugerf ' 

My charmer has written to h^' 
sister for her clothes, for some' 
gold , and for some of her books! ' 
What books can tell hermorc than 
she knows? 13 at I can. So she- 
had better study iwf. "| 

She may write. She nraat be' 
obliged to me at last with all he^' 
pi-ide. Miss Howe indeed will bli* 
ready enough to supply her; bat* 
)'qm<9tion, whether she can doif^ 
i^^thout her mother, Aho is aa'[ 
Govetous us the grave. PfoA my'' 
agent's agent, old Antony, has 
already given the mother a hint * 
which will make her jealous of 

Besides , if Miss Howe has-t 
money by her, Icaiiputhermother'r 
upon borrowing it of her; nor.t. 
blame me, Jaclfj for contrivancei j 
that have tlieii foundation is 






itj. Thou knowest m* 
imd that 1 should be protra 
an obligation upon mv 
charmer to the amount of half.' 
nay, to the whole, of my estatOi 
Lord M. has more forme than lean' 
ever wish for. My predominant^ 

Fassion is^W. not 170/ri.' nor valu^ 
(Am, but as it helps me to thal,as^ 
gives me independence. " 

I was forced to put it into ttrij 
sweet novice's head, as well for tt^ 
sake as fo^ tern (te.at we should bfl 
; traceable by A'')' (tirec ri on) ,wb itheV 
'todirect'thesendiiigof hercloths^ 
if they incline to do, her that smag 
Ipiece of justice. 'L 

fouiig ladies. So lively theone,! If they doIshallbegintodi^Q 
■ovigilant, Eoprudentbotb, who!a reconciliation; and inw^t |t^ 



I fora«d to muee for a contrivance ! their 



mother was Eve. 



OTtwo, toureveiitit; and/"00"i'(i| Another thing remember; I'* 

miichief. For that (as 1 have fold i have changed my nsme: changed "* 

benest Joaeph Leman) is & great ; it without an act of parliament |^ 

point with me. "Robert Hunfingford it is now,!J 

Thou will think me a sad Continue esi/iiire. It is a fespect- 

IfeUov, I doubt. But are not all able addition, although every,. 

1 i^ea ead fcliowa? — And art not! soiry fellow assume* it, almoat to 

t thou, to thy little power, as bad the bantBhment of the usual tra- ' 

luanj? If thou doat all that's Snivelling one of cnplain. "To bo i 

I tty head and in iby heart to do,. left tal called for, at the post-'^ 

I tliou art worse than I; forldonot, house at Hertford." ^ 

lauuretbee. | Upon naming thee, she asked J; 

Iproposed, and ahe consented, thy chnractcr. Igavetheeahetter^, 

■ that her clothes, or whatever else than thou deservcst, in order to>,. 

Iber relations should think fit to do credit to mi^e//'. Vet I (old hei^ ' 

KMod her, should be directed to that thou wcrtBnawkwardfdlowr! 

vtfaycoiuiD Oegdod'a. Letaepccial and this to do credit to i/iee, tha^^ 

lloeatenger, at my charge, bring'sbc may not, if evershebe toaea/< 

Kneanv letter, or portable parcel, thee, espect a cleverer man thB.n_^' 

"■ ' " If not portable, 'she'll find. Tet thy ajipurcrtf awk-"* 

E~ ' re me notice of it. But thou'lt wardness befriends thee not v,' 
?e tio trouble «f this sort from Utile: for wort thou a sigiitTjr 
Iker rebtious, I dare be snoni. morial, people would discover^, 
|And Id this UBBuraiice, 1 will leave nothing extraordinary in Ihce, '. 
m, I think, to act upon their when ihey conversed with thee: . 
_ . a heads. A man would have' whereas, seeinf^abenr, Ihej- »x^,, 
no more to answer forthaDiieeds|BurpriEedtoflnd in lhi>e any tbiug,^ 
must. ! that is like a man. Felicitate thy- . 

Btit one thing, while Ithink of self thcnuponthy defects; which ^, 
it; which it of great importance lo are evidently thy principal per- 
pfc atlmded lo ^- you must here- fectinns; and which oio isioii thca 
to me I u character, as a distinction which otherwisethou. 
to yon. It would be a , would«t never have. 
1 thing to be blown up 'J 'he lodgings we are in at pre-i< 
retrain of my ownlaying. Andlsentai* not convenient. I wasao , 
Q knows wliat opportunities a delicate as to find faultwithtbem,, 
n m lore may give ^igaiust him- as communicating wiih eacti , 
I tdfT Iliicbaflgrng^'COat orwaistr other, beeauae I knew jcfie would; ' 
* WM, somelbing might be for- and told her, that were I sure she ;! 
gotten. "[OBceaiiHered that way, was snfe from pursuit, I would 
en for the sei's curiosity, it is leave her in Ihem {since auch was 
[ rtlnetnbering, in order to her eamest deritc Mi4 ci,^ftcV.a- 
leof tioDj, and gotolion&oii. 
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She ninst be an infidel Bgainst 
«U reason and appearances, if 1 
do not baoiah even the ahaduiB of 
mistrust from her heart 

Here are two joung likely ^ii'la, 
daughters of the widow Sorlings ; 
that's the name of our landlady. 

I have onl^, atprcsent, adoiired 
them iu their dairy-works. How 
greedily do theses swallow praisel 
— Did I not once in the streets of 
London, Bee a well-dressed hand- 
some girllaug[h, bridle, and visibly 
enjoy the praises of a sooty dog, a 
chimney-sweeper; who, with nis 
empty sack cross his shoulder, 
after giving her the way, stopt, 
Knd held up bis brush and shovel 
in admiration of her? — Kgad, 
girl, thought I, I despise thee as 
Lovelace: out werel the chimney- 
sweeper, and could only contrive 
to get into thy presence, my life 
to thy virtue, I would have thee. 

So pleased was 1 with the 
yonnger Sorlings, for the elegance 
of her works, that I kissedlier, and 
she made me a courtesy for my 
condescension: and blushed, and 
seemed sensible all oner: encou- 
ragingly, yet innocently, shead- 
{'usled her handkerchief, and 
ooked towards the door, as much 
as to say, she would not tell, were 
1 to kiss her again. 

Her eldest sister popt upon her. 
The conseiouB girl blushed again, 
and looked BO confounded, that 
I made an eicuse for her, which 

f ratified both. -Mrs. ISetty. said 
, I have been so much pleased 
with the neatness of your dairy-; 
works, that 1 could not help salut- 
ing your sister: you have yuur 
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share of merit in them, I 
— give me leave — 

Good souls! — 1 like them bot 
— she coartesied tool — How. 
loyc a grateful tempcrl O tl 
my Clarissa were but half -~ ' 
koowlcdgiiigl 

I think I must get one ol 
to attend my charmer when 
removes — the mother seems ti 
a notable woman. She had __ 
best, however, be lno notabli 
since, were she by suspicion 
give a face of difficulty to t . 
.matter, it would prepare me for ,^ 
, trial with one or ooth thedauglj^ 

Allow me a little rodomontadfg^ 
'Jack — but realty and truly n^' 
heart is fixed. 1 can thinkof i^ 
I creature breathing of the sei, 1 
1 my (iloriana. 

I UiTTEB X. 

I Hr. LDvelue to Johm Btlftkrd , Eiq. 

]■ r-mlniiatiB*. 
I This is Wednesday; the d>^ 
,tbatIwaB tohavelost mychanii^ 
'for ever to the hideous Salmfln 
,With what high satisfaction a 

and triumph over my men in stisiij 
at Harlowe Place! Yel " " . 
hups best for them, that she'g 
offas she did. Who knows wH 
consequences might have follow! 
upon my attendmg her i 
she liad not met nie) upon my pr<f.__ 
jected visit, followed by myniyri)73 
midouB? 

But had I even gone iu . 

unaccompanied, I think I Hft^ 
but little reason for apprebeosiQ&3 
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^Pl» welt tiion kaowest, thnt Me' fairly offmisive war with nicb of 
^B (iM>« tpiril* which value them-' ua mad fellows, as are above ftll* 
I >«lTeB unon reputation, and are litw, and acorn to scnlk behind 

held within the ekirts of the lawthe hypocritical screen of repa-' 
' by political Condi deration* only, tation. ' 

I may becompared loaniiifectiousl Thou knowest, that. I never 
■pider, which will run into bislstn'uple to throw mj'selfaraongBli" 
Mlethemomcntoneof his threads I numbers of adversaries; the mora'' 
^ touched by a finger that can'tho safer: one or two, no fear, i 
Cnuh him, leaving all his toils will take the part of a single ad-' < 
defenceless and to be brushndiventurer, if not inienlionatlii, in- 
down at the will of the potent in- ■/qc(; holding him in, while othera - 
nder. While a silly fly, that hold in the principal antagonist;" 
liu neither courage nor strength to the angmentation of their mu-'' 



to resist, no sooner gives notice, 
" r its btt2 and its struggles, ot 
ibeine entangled, butout steps 
m BCU- circumscribed tyrant, 
\a8» ronnd and round the poor 
■— *, till he covers it with his 



tual prowess, till both a. _ ^__ 
vailed upon t« compromise, or 
one to absent: so that upon the 
whole, the law breakers have the 
advantaee of the law-keepers, all- 
orld over; at least for a "■ 



Iwwel-apan toils; and when sojtime, and till they have run to " 
fbllyaccured, that it canneitherjtheendoftheirrace. Addtotbii, ^ 
~ ire leg nor wine, suspends it, |in the question between me and 
if for a spectacle to be exulted 'the Uftrlowes, that the whole fa* 
over: tbenslatkiog lo the door of tnily of them must know that they 



have injured tne — must there- 
fore be afraid of me. Did they 
not, attfaeironn church, clnst^ ;i 
together like bees, when they^ 
saw me enter it? nor knew they'^ 



'Useelt, turns about, glotes 
It at A distance; and, sometimes 
ftdvkneing, sometimes retiring, 
peyB at Icuure npon its vitals. 

Btrt now I think of it, will not _ _.._, 

ftiacomparison do as well for the which should venture out first^ 
mlangUd girli, as for the (oniciwhen theaervieewusover. 

' 'uf — Uetter o' my con-l James, indeed, wasnot there. 
Cieitce! — 'Tia but comparioE If he had; he would perhaps hava'M 
be spider to us l»ave fellows; and, endeavoured to /<init valiant. " ' '* 

toHoitrale*. , there is a sort of valour ii_ . 

Whatever our hearts are in, our fuce. which bv ita over blosterll^ 
letda will follow. Begin with ebews fear in tne /tearf: just such -a 
pVJers, with /iifji, with whatweia face would James Harlowe's ' 
frill, girl is the centre of gravity, have been, bad 1 made them a 
Bid we all naturally tend to it. , visit. 

Nevertheless, to recur: 1 can-, When I have h&d such a face 
lot but observe, that these tame and such a. heart as 1 have de> 
9u*U •taud a poor chance in a scribed to deal with, IhavQhe«a. 
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bU eslm and serene . aod Iteft it to 
the friendH of the blusterec (ns I 
bave done to the Ilarloires) to do 

Jwork for me. 
am about mustering up in mj 
lneinor7, ail that I have ever 
done, that has been thought' 
praise- worthy.or but barely toler- 1 
able. I am afraid Ihou canst not 
help me to many remembrances 
of this sort; because 1 never nas 
BO bad as since 1 have known' 

Have I not bad it in my heart 
to do game good that Ihou canst 
remind me of? Study for me, 
Jaab. I have recollected some' 
instances which I think will lell ini 
-but see if thou canst not help' 
me to eome which I may have: 
forgot. 

This I may venture to say, 
that the principal blot in my 
escutcheon is oning to these girU, I 
these confounded girls. But fori 
Ihem, 1 could go to church with a; 
good conscience: but when 1 do, 
uiere they are. Every where does | 
Satan spread his snares forme: 
but, now I think of it, what if 
our governors should appoint 
charcbe« for theiTi'i'mcTionly, and! 
others for the menf — Fall us 
proper, Itiiink, for the promoting' 
of frue pietfi in both [much belter' 
than the Synagogue-lulticesj aal 
separate boarding- schoo Is for their 
tducaiioit. I 

There are already male and I 
female dedications of ehurches. 

8t. Swithin's, St. Stephen's' 
8t.Thomna'B, St. George's, and 
■0 forth, might be approprialed 
tottemen; and Santa Catharina's, : 



Santa Anna's, Santa HoHa's,' 
Santa Margaretta's , for the wo* 

Yet, were it so, and life to he 
the forfeiture of being found at ' 
the female churches, 1 believe * 
that I, like a second ClodiuB,': 
should change my drees, to come _* 
atmyPorliaorPompeia, though* 
one the daughter of a Cato, tha," 
other the wife of a Cieaar, '■* 

But how I exciirxe!-- Yet Ihott j 
usedst to say, thou likedst my , 
eTCuraions. If thou dost, thou'lt , 
have enow of them: for I never .^ 
had a subject I so much adored; j 
and with which 1 shall probably , 
be compelled to have bo mucn „ 
patience before I atrike the blow;'^ 
if the blow I do strike. , 

But let me call myself back t». 
my recordalion subject — ThoiL, 
needeat not remind me of my if'i**-, 
b'lil, I have her in my head ; anli 
moreover have contrived lo give 
my fair-one an hint of that affair, ' 
by the agency of honest Joseph t 
Leman*: althougb I have not 
reaped the hoped 'tbr credit of her l| 
I acknowledgment. 
! That's the devil; and it was 
always my hard fate — every 
thingl dotfaat is ^ood. isbutasl '\ 
miijki!— every thing of a contrary - 
nature is brought into the most . 
gl'iring light against mo — is this ' I 
rair? ought not a balance lo be . f 
struck; and the credit carried to -^ 
my account? — Yet I must own, ' 
too, that I half grudge Johnny 
this blooming maiden; for, in '< 
truth, I tbioKa fine woman too I 

■ Boe Vol. n. p. 121, ie6. 
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^b a jewel to hang about a poor i verboeeneBs, or showine the plea- 1 
~~'sDeck. Burdin it,that hewouldbefondof. 



n 

I Bfanltmniyiniivenalaaoratioiislter, and given it to Mr. Hick-. 

P of the sex, the women in general | man's friend, I was going up , 

' DOgbt to lore me better for It. lagain, and had got up half ai 

Andsothejdo, I thank them! dozen^BtairB; wheu he oeBOueht 

heartily; except here and therea'me to Btop, and hear what he had > 

eoretoua little rogue comef crosa to say. , 

me^ who, under the pretence of , Nothing, nslsaid, toanynewi 

toTing virtue for its otrn Bukc/purposehadhe tooffer; but com- | 

wants to have me all to herself. jplamings; and tbosBinamiumer^. 

I have rambled enough. and with an air, an I thought, ; 

Adieu, for the present. I that bordered upon insolence, fie 

jcouldnot live, he told me, unless [ 

J be had more of my company, and ' 

of mjf iiidulpenet too, than I bad 

yet given him. i 

I Hereupon I at^pt down, and - 

TtHTKiiiT ntghi, April 13. ^into the parlour, not a little out •■ 

I ii.'WArs loved writing, and my , of humour with himi and the.' 

anhalipy situation gives me now more , as he baa veiy (itaellg laten 

enongh of it; and you, I fear,'ti/) hU ijuarlcra here, without i 

too much. I have had another talking of removing, as he had i 

very warm debate with Kir. Love- 1 promised. ■' 

Uce- It brought on the subject I We began instantly our angry ; 

which you ad vised nie not to de- conference. He provoked me, ., 

cline, when it handsomely offered, land 1 repeated several of the 'i< 

And I want to have either your plainest things 1 had said id our . 

acquittal or blame for having former conversations; and par- , 

■ufferedlttogooffwithout effect. jticuUrly told him, that I was f. 

The impatient wretch sent up. every hour more and more dis- y 

to me several times, while I was 'satisfied with myself, and with>i 

wntiog my last to you, to deBire,him: thathe wasnot amaQ.nho, (i 

my cornpany: yet his business in my opinion, improved upon ac- d 

notbing particular; only to hear <|uaintance: and that 1 should ^ 

mtim talk. The man seems pleased I not be «tuy IxU he bad left me la |^ 

Lvith his own volubility; and, myself. j 

^flbenever he has collected to-i He might be surpriBed at my , 

etber abundance of smooth warmth, perhaps: but really the ,i 

'iaga, he wants me to find an man looked ho like a simpleton, 

^j for them! Yet he need not; hesitating, and having nothing ,_ 

«I dou't often gratify him either to say for himself, or that Bhauld, ^ 

Wth ^ving him the praise for his excuse the perent'^UiTme^aa oi ^^kci 
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demand upon me (wben he knewto wit, that true poUttnas tai 
I had beenwritlngaletterwhie'i'stncenV// were reconcilable: buj 
a gentleman waited for), thttt I|that I, who had, hy a perren 
flung front him, declaring, tliat.fate, been thrown into hia coii«-q 
wuiildbenriBtrcBSof myowii time, pany, iiad abundant. leaBon to, 
and of my oivn ai^ions, and not regret that he had nosooncrlbunji 
be called to account for either. this out. — Since, I believed, very 

Be was v?ry uneasy till he fewmenof />iVrAaad«duca/i'onwcr4, 
could again be admitted into my strangers to it. ^ 

company, and nheu 1 waa oblieed | He knew not, neither, that h^ 
toaeehim, which was sooner than I had «o badly behaved himself, sa. 
Hiked, never did man put on a to deserve so very fi< 
more humble and rcspectfnl de-'buke. 
meanour. ' . { I'erbaps not, I replied: butha 

He told me, that he had, upon^migbt, if so, make another ■'"- 
this occasion, been entering into'covery from what I had i , 
himself, and bad found a grpat which might be to mij ouin An- 
deal of reason to blame himself advantage: since, if he had so 
for an impatiency and inconside- ' much reason to he satisfied witir 
ration , which , allhouah he meant himnetf, he would see what an 
DOtfaing by it, must be very dis- ' ungenerous person he spoke to, 
a^eable to one of mj[ delicacy, who, when he seemed to give bini-^, 
That having always aimed at a'aelf airs of humility, which, per-, 
manly mieniVy and •ipennesii cf haps, he thought beneath him to, 
hearl, he had not till now dis-jasEume, had not the civility toi 
covered, that both were very con- make him a eompliment npoi^, 
liateut with that (rue noKteness, | them ; hut waa ready to take him^ 
which he feared he had too mach ' at his word. !■ 

diarcgHrded, while' he Boncht to; Hehadlong, with infinite pleo^j 
avoidthe contrary eitreme; know- aure, the pretended flallerji-Mar, 
ing, that in me he had to deal said, admired my «";if nor talent^ 
with a lady, who despised an by- and a wisdom in ap young a lady, 
pocrite, and who was above all perfectly snrpria ing. . 

flatten'. But from this time forth,! Let me, madam, said be, stani 
iBhonldfiiidaueh an alteration in ever Bolowinyouropinion,IsbaI 
his whole behaviour, ai might be believe all you say to bejust; ant 
expected from a man who knew: that 1 have nothing to do. butt 
himself to be honoared with the govern myself for the future bj 
preaenceandconversationofaper-'your example, and by the standaK 
Ban<ehnltaill1ieHtoiit'4etii:atetnindin you shall bepleased togivente.l ' 
(Afirnr/rf — thatwaahisflouriBh. I know better, sir, repliedlf' 

I said, that he might perhaps than to value myaelf upon yoU| 
expect congratulation upon the volubility of speech. Asyoupre^' 
diaeorery he had just now m&de, tend to pay so preferable a ragar^^ 
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trity. yoa tbould confine 
rooraelf tu tfaeBtrict rules of truth, 
4rlieu yon speak of me to myself: 
■kid theii allhongh you Bhull be «0 1 
'iiiidas to imagine jDuhaveienfrm 
le make me a compliment, you^ 
iflU have much more to pride' 
miraelf in those arts which have' 
iude so exti-a-n-dinafu a young 
_reiiture so great & fool 
' Keally, my dear, the man 
"""lervea not politer treatment.^ 
d tbea has he not made a fool, 
gregtous fool of me? — I am 
a he himself thinks he hs>. 
' I am sorpriaedl 1 am amazed, 
toadam, returned he, at so 'strange 
m tu^ upon me! — I am very nn- 
fczppyi that nothing I can do or 
lay" will give yoli a good opinion 
')rmel — Would to heaven that 1 
lew what I cim do tu obtain the' 
jBODF of your conRdence I I 

rlftotd him, Ibat I ilesired hisi 
^Mnre, of all things. I saw not,! 
Oaaii)', thatmy firiciids Ihonghi it 
vorth tbeir while to ^vc me dis- 1 
"lurfoance: therefore if he nouldj 
«ct oDtfor London, or Berkshire, ' 
or whither he pleaaed, it would be! 
nost agreeable to me, and moat 
reputable too. 

He would do so, heinlendfd In 
do »o, the moment 1 was in a place 
to my liking — in a place con- 
venient for me. 

Tki*, sir, wiltbeso, nhenyou 
fn not here to break in upon me, 
and make the apartments incon- 
tenient: 

Hedid uotthink this place lafe, 
be replied; and aa I btended not 
to stay here, he had not been so 
toUcitous, Bs othemise he should 



hBvebcen,to enjoin privacy to hia 
scrrnntB, nor to Mi-a.Greme at her 
leaving me; and there were two 
or three gentlemen iu the neigh- 
Ttourhooo, he said, with whoae 
servants bis goasipiug fellows had 
scraped aetjuaintaucc ; so that he 
could not ibink of leaving mi 
unguarded and unattended. - 
,lix upon any place in England 
where 1 could be out of danger, 
I and he would go to the further- 
moat part of the king's dominions, 
if by doing so he could make me. 

] told him plainly that I Bboold 
never be in humour with myself 
for meeting him ; nor with bim, for 
ifduang me tiieag : that my regrets 
increased, instead of diminiBhed:- 
that my reputation was wounded: 
that nothing 1 could do would now* 
retrieve it: and that he must nr*' 
wonder if I every hour ^ew moi 
and more uneasy both with myac 
and him: that upon ihe whole, 
waswilting to takecarcof mvseh j 
and when he had left me I should 
best kniiw what to resolve npon, 
and whithertogo- 

He wished he were at liberty, 
without giving me offence, orbelng 
thought to intend to. infringe Ihe 
fiilieies J had Mipulaied and iitsisttd. 
upon, to make one humble pro- 

Eoaaltome. ti\tt liie nacied legaid 
e was determined tit pay t" all my 
iiijtmcliotia (reluctantly aa^ I had oa 
Monday Vast put tt into his powef 
to serve me) would not permit him 
to make it, unless I womd promis^ 
to ej^coae bim, if I did not approve 
of it. 
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Baw ofine, and of mi/ teajif, the leas 
ehe liked of either. 

Tbis cut rae to the heartl — I 
didnotcry, indeed!— Had I been 
a iL'oman, I should though, and 
that most plentirullj i but! pulled 
oat a whil« cambrick hand- 
kerchief: that I could commajid, 
■ but not my teara. 

She finds fault with my protes- 
tations ; irith my professions ; vith 
my vows: IcannotcurseaservaDt, 
the only privilege a master is 
known by, but X am supposed to 
be a trooper* — I must uot say, 
by my soul; nor. as I hope to be 
■aved. Why, Jack, how particular 
this ist Would she not have me 
think, I have a precious soul, as 
well aa she? ^ If she thinks my 
salvation hopeless, what a devil 
[anotherexceplioaablewordljdoei 
she propose to reform 



pretence for) holding her, if ^v 
will go. — No snch thing as forM 
to be used, oi bo much as hintvd 
ut! — Lord send as saEe at Lon- 
don! — That's all I have f or jt 
now; aud yet it mvst be theleast 
part of on' speech. 

But why will this admiraUe 
creature urge her destiny? Why 
will she de^ the power she is ab- 
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r left her fatbei^a 
house? Why will she deny ma 
her company', till she makes me 
lose my patience, and Jay myadf 
open to her resentment? And why, 
when she is ofiiendcd, does she 
carry her indignalioii to the ut- 
most length that a scornful beanty, 
in the very hev/Jit of her paieer and 
pride, can go? 

Is it prudent, thinkeiit thoa, in 

1 ardent eiprea- her circumstanies, to tell me, 

repeate'llu to tell me, "That she 

is every hour more and more dis> 

satisfied with herself and me? 

'That I am not one , who improve 

upon her in my conversation and 

address?" [Couldst Ihou, Jack, 

bear thisfrom acaptive?! "That 

she shall not be easy while she ia 

I. I j with me? That she was Ifaroim 

little upon me byapervcTse fate? That 

knows better than to value 



J WHAicanbedonewithawoman 
who is above flattcry,andde!)piscB 
all praise but that which flows 
from the approbation of her own 

' heart? 

. Well, Jack, tiiou seest it is high 
time to change my meaai 
must. run into the pi-iiit 
faster than 1 bad designed. 

What a sad thing would it be, herself upon ray volubility? That 
were L after all, to lose her person, ! if 1 think she deserves the commit- 
as well as her opinioDl the onlyiments I make her, 1 may pnde 
time that further acq uaiatance, ' myself in those taXi, by which I 
and no blow struck nor suspicion have made a fool of ao extra- 
siven,evar lessened me in a lady's ordinary a person? That she shall 
moiirl — A cursed mortification! I never foigive herself for mittMi 
. — 'Tis certain I can have no nie,normefQr«<('uc;i>J7berawayIl 
•Seep. XI. |[Aeri;«i'ji««r(/*] "That berregr'" 
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ncteaae inatead of dimiiiiah ? Tbat 

iBwill take cate of herself; and 
bice her friends thiuk it notwoi-th 
bile to pursue her, she will be 
tt to her own care? That I flhaU 
ake Mrs. Sorlmga'B bouse more, 
Ereeable fay mj absence ? ~ And 
I to Berks, to town. 



r I will" [to the 
le] " with all her heart V 



The impolitic charmer 

^er 80 vindictive as she thinks 
lel To a freeliver, as she be- 
. ■« me to be, who ha^ lier in 
It power! 1 naa before, as thou 
uowest, balancing { now this 
sle, nowtbat tbebeaviest. louly 
■ited to see how Iter will would 
ork, bow mint would lead me on. 
1 eeest what bias hers takes 
id wilt tboQ donbt that mine 
ill be determined by it? Wereuot 
R faults, before this, numerous 
Mugh V Why will she put me 
pm looking back? 
I will Bit down to argue with 
yself by-and-hy, andlSou shalt 
Baftquoiiiled wJLh the result. 
If tbou didst but know , if thou 
idit but beheld, what an abject 
Vtb she made me look like! 1 
nren tnyself high airs, as she 
1 them: but they were airs 
Ktihewedmy love for her: that 
«weil t could not live out of her 
TQpany. Bot she took me down 
Ilk a TCH^eancel She made me 
gk about me. So much ad- 
latage had she over me; such 
"-ere turns upon mo; by my soul, 
_]k, I hftd hardly a word to say 
r myaelf. J am aahamed to tell 
'"6 what a poor creature she 
de me look likel But I could 
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have told ber somethiog that 
wooid have humbled her pretty 
pride at the instant , had sbe been 
in a/<ri'/)er place, and proper aoai-- 
pany about her. 

To such a place then — and 
where she cannot fly me — and 
then to see how my will worka.and 
what can be done by the amnrava 
see-sfiic; uom humble, now proud; r 
now expecting ordemanding; now 
submitting, or acquiescing — till 
i have tired resistance. 

But these hints are at present 
enough. I may further explain. 
mjseTf as I go along; and as I 
confirm or recetle in my fature 
motions. If she wili revive past 
disobtigatioDsl If she iui7^ — but 
no more, no more, as I said, □(. 
presenl, of tbreatenings. 



LETTER Zill. 

Mr. LDVslioe (D Jalia Delford , Biq. 
In Lam inua lion. 

And do I not see that I shall 
need notliing but patience, in order 
to have all power with me? For 
what Blialll«e say,if all these com- 
plaiuts of a character wounded; 
those declarations of increasing 
regrets for meetiugme; ofresent- 
menta never to be got over for my 
seiludng her away; these aneiy 
commands to leave ber: — what 
shall we say, if all were to mean 
nothing but Matbiuohv? And 
what if my forbeariiig to enter 
upon that subject come out to be 
'"" " " — of her petulauoa 



and 
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tion(rh>Ut thought myself obliged 
to speak in clQuds, and to run 
away from th^ s\ibject, as soOn as 
she took mjr meaning, lest she 
should imagine it t-o pe ungener- 
ously urged, now she was, in some 
sort in my power, as she had'forbid 
me beforehand, to touch upoii it, 
till I were in a state of visible 
reformation, and till a reconcilia- 
tion with her friends was probable. 
Butnow, out-argued, out- talented, 
and pushed so vehemently to Leave 
one whom 1 had no good pretence 
to hold, if she would go ; and who 
could SO' easily, if I had given her 
cause to doubt, have thrown her- 
self into other protection, or have 
returned to Harlowc Place and 
Solmes; I spoke out upon the sub- 
ject, and offered reasons, although 
with infinite doubt and hesitation 
Uest she should be offended at me, 
Belford !] why she should assent 
to the legal tie, and make me the 
happiest of men. And O how the 
blushing cheek, the downcast eye, 
the silent yet trembling lip , and 
the heaving bosom, a sweet col- 
lection of heightened beauties, 
gavie evidence, that the tenderwas 
not mortally offensive ! 

Charming creatui*e! thought I 
[but I charge ihee^ that thou let not 
any of the sex known my exulta- 
tion*] is it so soon come to this? — 

* Mr. Lovelace infj^ht have spared tbLi 
caution on this occasion, since many of 
the sex [we mention it with regret] who 
on the first publication bad read thus far, 
and even to the lady's first escape, have 
been readier to censure ber for over- 
niceness, as we have observed in a form w 
note, page 8, than bim for artifices and 
exultations not less cmel and ongratefbly 
than nogeneroofl and onmaoly. 
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Ami already lord of the destiny of 
a Clarissa Uarlowe? Ami already 
the reformed man thou resolvest I 
should he, before I had the least 
encouragement given me? Is it 
! thus, that the more thou knowest me, 
the less thou seest reason to approve 
of me? — And can art and desi^ 
enter into a breast so celestial? 
To banish me iirom thee, to insist 
so rigorously upon my absence, in 
order to brine me closer to thee, 
and make the blessing dear? — 
^ell do ilty arts justify wnVie; and 
encourage me to Jet loose my plot^ 
tine genius upon thee, 

But let me tell I thee, charming 
maid, if thy wishes are at all to be 
answered, that thou hast yet to 
account to me for thy reluctance 
to go off with me, at a crisis when 
thy going off was necessary to 
avoid being forced into the nuptial 
fetters with a wretch, that were he 
not thv aversion, thou wert no 
more honest to thy own merit, 
than to me. 

I am accustomed to be preferred, 
let me tell thee, by thj equals in 
rank too), though tby inferiors in 
merit: but who is not so? And 
shall I marry a woman , who has 
^iven me reason to doubt the pre- 
ference she has for me ? 

No, my dearest love, I have too 
sacred a regard for ihj injunctions, 
to Jet them be broken through, 
even by thyself. Nor will I take 
in thy full meaning by blushing 
silence only. Nor shalt thou give 
me room to doubt whether it be 
necessity or love, that inspires this 
condescending impulse. 

Upon these principles, what had 
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I to do, but to constrae her silence 
into contemptaoos displeasure? 
And I begged her pardon for ma- 
king a motion, which I had so 
much reason to fear would offend 
her: for the future / would pay a 
sacred regard to her previous in- 
junctions , and prove to her by all 
my conduct the truth of that ob- 
servation, that true love is always 
fearful of offending. 

And what coula the lady say to 
thisV methinks thou askest. 

Say! — Why she looked vexed, 
disconcerted, teased; was at a 
loss , as I thought, whether to be 
more angry with herself, or with 
me. She turnM about , however, 
as if to hide a starting tear: and 
drew a sigh into two or three but 
just audible quavers, trying to 
buppress it, and withdrew — 
leaving me master of the field. 

T«ll me not of politeness: tell 
me not of generosity : tell me not 
of compassion — is she not a 
match for me? More than a 
match ! Does she not out-do me 
at every fair weapon? Has she 
not noiaae me doubt her love? Has 
she not taken officious pains to 
declare that she was not averse to 
Solmes for any respect she had to 
me? and her sorrow for putting 
herself out of his reach ; that is to 
say, for meeting me? 

Then what a triumph would it 
be to the Harlowe pride j were I now. 
to marry this lady? A family be- 
neath my own! No one m it 
worthy of an alliance with, but 
her! My own estate not contemp- 
tible! Living within the bounds 
of it| to ayoid dependenee upon 



their betters, and obliged to no 
man living ! My exp^t^tions jEftill 
so much wore considerable! My 
person, my talents^— not to be 
despised , surely — yet rejected . 
by them with scora. Obliged to 
carry On an underhand adoress to 
their daughter, when two of the 
most considerable families in the 
kingdom^ have made overtures, 
which 1 have declined, partly for 
her sake, and partly because I 
never will marry, if she be not the 
person. To be forced to steal her 
away; not only from them, but 
from herself! and must 1 be brought 
to implore forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation from the Harlowes? — 
Beg to be acknowledged as the 
son of a gloomy tyrant; whose 
only boast is his riches? As a' 
brother to a wretch who has con- 
ceived immortal hatred to me; 
and to a sister who whs beneath 
my attempts, or 1 would have had 
her in my own foay^ and that with 
a tenth part of the trouble and 
pains that her sister has cost m6; 
and, finally, as a nephew to uncles, 
who valuing themselves upon their 
acquired ioYtxxnes^ would insult me 
as creeping to them on that ac- 
count? — Forbid it the blood of 
the Lovelaces, that your last, and, 
let me say, not the meanest of your 
stock, should thus creep, thus 
fawn, thus lick the dust for a 
wifb! — 

Proceed anon. 
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LBTTBB Xiy. 

Xr. Laneilaee to John Belford, Evq 

Jn Continuation, 
But is it not the divine Clarissa 



men? — The Tirtne of a Clarissa 
dost thon question? 

1 do not, 1 dare not question it. 
My reyerence for her will not let 
me directly question it. But let me, 
[Httrlowe let me not saj; my soul in my turn, ask thee— Is not,.may. 
■poms them all but her] whom. I not her virtue be founded rather 
am thus by implication threaten- in pride thsin in ptindple? Whose 
ing? If virtue be the true nobility, daughter is she? — And is she not 
how is she ennoble, and how a daughter? If impeccable, how 
would an alliance with her en- came she by her impeccabiliiy? 



noble, were not contempt due to 
the £EuniIy from which she sprung, 
and prefers to me ! 
But again, let me stop. — Is 



The pride of setting an example 
to her sex has run away with her 
hitherto^ and may have made her 
till now mvincible. But is not that 



there not something wrong, Aa^ pride abated? — What may not 
there not been something wrong, oothmen and women be brought to 
in this divine creature? And wSljdo, in a mortified Hatef What 
not the reflections upon that, mind is superior to calamity? 
wrong (what though it may be Pride is perhaps the principal bul* 
construed in my favour?*) make wark of female virtue. Humble a 
me unhappy, when novelty has woman, and may she not be effec* 
lost its charms, and when, mind, /t<a% humbled? 
and person, she is all my own?| Then who says, Miss Clarissa 
' Libertines are nicer, if at all nice, ' Uarlowe is the paragon of virtue? 
than other men. They seldom: — Is virtue itself ? 
meet with the stand of virtue in All who know her, and have 
the women whom they attempt heard of her, it will be answered. 
And by Jthe' frailty of those theyj Common bruit! — Is virtue to 
have tnnmphed over, they judge be established by common bruit 
of all the rest. " Importunity and ; only? — Has her virtue ever been 
opportunity no woman is proof proved? — Who has dared to try 
against y especially from the per-, her virtue? 
severing lover, who knows how to I I told thee , I {would sit down to 
suit temptations to inclinations ; " argue with myself; and I have 
this, thou knowest, is a prime drawn myself mto argumentation 
arti<4o of the rake*s creed. before I was aware. 

And what? ^methinks thou ask- Let me enter into a strict dis- 
with surprise) dost thou ques- cussion of this subject. 
i this most admirable of wo- I know how ungenerous an ap- 
<* The partiealar attention of such of pearance what I have said, and 

■ Ikir lez, M are more apt to read for what I have further to say, on this 

■ sake of amogement, than instruction, f^^vC^ .-jii u«„^ A./^»*^ ««!. . K«* <i«« 
. rmpmML to tUa letter of Mr. Love' J^P^J » will have from we.- but am 

I not pnngmg virtue to the touch- 
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, h a view to exalt it, if 

Itoomeouttobeproof? — 'Avaunt 

I ttiBO, for one moment, all considc- 1 

B^tJOQ that may firiee from a weak- 1 

^Bess which somti would miscftl^ra- , 

pittide; and b often times the cor-, 

mterof abeartnot Igiioblel" ' 

To the test then — and 1 will 

■being this chai'mjDg creature to: 

^fhe tbicwl test, " that all the sex, I 

vbo may be shewn any paaaages 

Sin mj letters". {and 1 know tbou 

■flheereHt the hearts of all thy ac- 

^l^naiataiice with such detached 

liMrts of mine, as lead not to 

■difhcHiaur characters, or reveal 

Pfiamea: and this gives me an ap- 

Itetite to oblige thee by inlgrlaiil- 

maif] thai all ilie sex , "I say, ma^ 

-■« what they ought to be; whatia 

meted from them; and if they 

^j«Te to deal with a persou of re- 

■flection and pnnctilio {of friiU, if 

Bdioawilt], llow careful they ought 

llo bO) by a regular and uniform 

fteonduct, not to give him cause to 

Itbink lightly of tbem for favours 

wted, which may be interpreted 

nataral tt^cakne". For is nol 

I wife the keeper of a man't 

ivt'i And do not her faulit 

■IVniK more disgrace upon a hus- 

f hmS, than even upon herself f" 

It ii not for nothing, Jack, that 

1 hiYedUIJked the llfeof shackleE 

To the test then, aalsaid, sine 

W 1 bftve the question brought 

. oe to me, whetherl am to \ 

fawifef And whether she he 1 

UHifiB At the fi-rsl Or at the «e 

I will proceed fairly. I will do 
the deftt creature not only atrict, 
butgeuerous justice; fori will try 



herby berowDJudgmont, aawell 

aji by our principles. 

She hkmcB herself for havinc 
corresponded with me, a man of 
free character; and one indeed 
whose fint view it was to draw her 
into thiscorrea^ndeuce; and who 
succeeded in it, by meana no- 
known to herself. 

"Now, what were her induce- 



If not what her 
her tldnk blameworthy, why does 
ihe hlame herselfVi 

Has she been capable of error? 
Of persisting in that error? 

Whoever was thcwtnpfer, that 
ia not the thing; nor what the 
lemplalinn. The faU, the error, is 
now before ua. 

Did she persist in it fagsinrt 
parental prohibition? 

She owns she did. 

Was a daughter ever known 
who had higher notions of the 
filial duty, of the parental autlio- 



Nev 



What must be those induce- 
ments, bow strong, that werelao 
sirotiij for duty, in a daughter so 
dutiful? — What must my thought! 
have been of these inducementB, 
what my hopes built upon theni 
attkelime, takenin this light?" 

Well, bntit willbe>aid, that 
her priucipal view was to nrevent 
mischief between her brother and 
her other friends, and the maa 
vilely insulted by ihem all. 

But why should «/« be mora 
concerned for the safety of othen, 
than they were for t]he\ 
And hai aot ftie Terwaurttr "OoBa. 
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liappened? ''Was a person of 
yirtue to be prevailed upon to 
break through her apparent, her 
acknowledged duty, upon any con- 
sideration?" And, if not, was she 
to be so prevailed upon to prevent 
«n apprehended evil only? 

Tnou, Lovelace, the tempter 
(thou wilt again breakout and say) 
to be the accuser! 
. But I am not the accuser. I am 
the arguer only^ and, in my heart, 
all the time acquit and worship 
tiie divine creature. ^' But let me, 
nevertheless, examine, whether 
the acquittal be owing to her 
merit, or to my weakness — weak- 
ness the true name for love !*' 

But shall we suppose another 
motive? — And that is lovb; a 
motive which ^all the world will 
excuse her for. ^^But let me tell 
all the world that do, not because 
tiiey ought, but because all the 
i?orld is apt to be misled by it." 

Let LOVE then be the motive : — 
loveofM^^oTw.* 
A Lovelace, is the answer. 
^*I8 there but one Lovelace in 
the world? May not more Love- 
laces be attracted by so fine a 
figure? By such exalted qualities? 

. It was her character that drew me 

. to her: and it was her beauty 
and good sense that rivetted my 

.^ chains: and now all together make 
me think her a subieot worthy of 
my. attempts; worthy of my am- 

- bition." . 

But has she had the candour, 
the openness, to acknowledge that 
lover 

' Shehasnot. 

«< Well then, if love be at the. 



bottom , is there not another fault 
lurking beneath the shadow of 
that love? — Has she not a^ec^a- 
tion? — Or is it pridcof heart f^* 

And what results? — **Is then 
the divine Clarissa capable of 
loving a man whom she ought ri^t 
to love? And' is she capable of 
affectation? And is her yirtue 
founded in pride? — And, if the 
answer to these questions be affir- 
mative, must she not then be a 
woman ^ '* 

And can she keep this love at 
bay? Can she make him, who has 
been accustomed to triumph over 
other women, tremble? Can she 
so conduct herself, as to make 
him, at times, question whether 
she loves him or any man; "yet 
not have the requisite command 
over the passion itself in steps of 
the highest consequence to her 
honour, as she thinks" [lam trying 
her, Jack, by her oion thoughts], 
"but suffer herself to be provoked 
to promise to abandon her father's 
house, and go off with him; know- 
ing his character; and even con- 
ditioning not to marry till im- 
probable and remote contingen- 
cies were to come to pass? What 
though the provocations were 
such as would justify any other 
woman ; yet was a Clabissa to be 
susceptible to provocations which 
she thinks herself highly censur- 
able for being so much moved 
by?" 

But let us see the dear creature 
resolved to revoke her promise; 
yet meeting her lover; a bold and 
intrepid man , who was more than 
once before disappointed by her; 
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|aDdnliocoineB,aBs)ieknows,pre-| Virtue then is lees to be diapenaed 
jpared to expect the fruits of herjwLth id the woman than in the 

>intnient, and resolved to man. 

y her off. And ]et ub ace him | Thou , Lovelace , (methinlu 
tctuallj carrying her off; nnd'some better man than thyself will 
uiviiig her at Lis mercy — "May 'say) to eipect each perfection in & 
"" -e not be. I repeat, ii/ierLove- ' 

•a; other irt-e intrepid persever- 
ng enterprisers! altbouch they 
nay not go to work in lie same 



"JLa3 haa then a Ci.isisba (her- 
slf her judge) failed? — In such 
'eal points failed? — And m:Ay 
it not farther fail? — Fail io the 
^r-eatesl point, to which all the 
ither points, in which she ba> 
'ailed, have but a natural ten- 
lency ?" 
Mot say thou, that virtue, iu 
be eye of heaven, ia as much a 
' ly as a jcumanlij grace. By 
___ie tnthisplacelmeanchaBtity, 
Uid to be Buperior to tcmptati 



Vcs, I, may I answer. Waa not 
the great Caaaar a great rake as to 
women? Was he not called, \>j 
his very soldiera, on one of bs 
triumphant entries into Home, th« 
biild'pnted- lecher f and warning 
given of him to the-tuiWuBflwellas' 
to the daughters «f hia fellow- 
cilieens? Vet did not CEesar re- 
pudiate his wife for being only ia 
eempaoy with Clodiua, or rather 
because Clodius, though hy aur- 
prise upon her, was fouud iu hera? 
And what was (he reason he gave 
for it? -— It waa this (though a 
mko liimself, as I have aaid) and 

_.,. ^ . only this - (Ae wi'/e ofCtaarmaa 

Clariaaa out of the <nie9Xior\.\n'ii be /iifpeciedl — 
-"■- thou, shall the man bei Cssar was not a prouder man 
" eipect ike woman to than Lovelace. 

__, and even uuauspect- Goto then. Jack; nor say, nor 

leV Urge thou not these argu- let any body say, in thy hearing, 
lents, I say, since the wife, by a that Lovelace, a mau valuing him- 
^ijlmei may do much more injury | self upon his ancestry, is singular 
thebuaband, than thchuabaiid in his expectations of a wife's 
as do to the wife , and not only . purity, though not pure himaelf. 
p her husband, but to all Ida fft-| Astomy Chhibsa, Io — •'~ 
iiily, by obtruding another man's , I hardly think there ever 
drildren into his possessions, per-, an angel of a woman. But has 
i to the escluaion of (itt least] she not, aa above, already taken 
9 a parti<^pation with! his own; steps, which she herself cou- 
B Wlieving thetn all the time to demns? Steps, which the world 
lehii.Intheeye of heaven, there- and her own family did not think 
Pir^thesinfiirmiil beequal. lie- her capable of taking? And for 
" ,1 have read in some place which her own family will not for- 
lO'is ftir the give her? 
1 f&- llie vrnmon. Nor think itsttan^*, W«.\t*- 



«K>iiltle 



., that 
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fase to hear any thing pleaded in 
behalf of a standard virtue |from 
high provocations. ^^Arenotpro- 
vocations and temptations the 
tests of virtue? A standard virtue 
must not be allowed tohe provoked 
to destroy or annihilate itself. 

'^May not then the success of 
him who could carry her thus far, 
be allowed to be an encourage- 
ment for him to try to carry her 
further?'' 'Tis but to try. Who 
will be afraid of a trial for this 
divine creature? " Thou knowest, 
that I have more than once, twice, 
or thrice, put to the fiery trial 
young women of name and cha- 
racter; and never yet met with 
one who held out a month; nor in- 
deed so long as could puzzle my 
invention. I have concluded 
against the whole sex upon it.'* 
^d now, if I have not round a 
virtue that cannot be corrupted , I 
will swear that there is not one 
such in the whole sex. Is not then 
the whole sex concerned that this 
trial should be made? And who is 
it that knows this lady, that would 
not stake upon her head the hon- 
our of the whole? — Let her who 
would refuse it , come forth , and 
desire to stand in her place. 

I must assure thee, that I have 
aprodigious hi^h opinion of virtue: 
as I have of all those graces ana 
excellencies which I have not been 
able to attain myself. Every free- 
liver would not say this , nor think 
thus — every argument he uses, 
condemnatory othis own actions, 
as some would think. But inge- 
nuousness was ever a signal (part 
of my character. Satan , whom 



thou may est, ifthonwilt, in this 
case, call my instigator, put the 
good man or old upon the severest 
trials. ''To his behaviour under 
these trials that good man owed 
his honour and his future re- 
wards." An innocent person, if 
doubted , must wish to be brought 
to a fair and candid trial. 

Rinaldo indeed , in Ariosto , put 
the Mantuan knight's cup of trial 
from him^ which was to be the 
proof of his wife's chastity*— thia 
was his argument for forbearing 
the experiment: "Why should! 
Seek a thin^ I should be loth t» 
find? My wife is a woman. The 
sex is frail. I cannot believe better 
of her than I do. It will be to mV 
own loss, if I find reason to think 
worse. But Rinaldo would not 
have refused the trial of the lady, 
before she became his wife, and 
when he might have found his ac- 
count in detecting her. 

For my part, I would not have 
put the cup from me, though 
married , had it been but in hope 
of finding reason to confirm my 
good opinion of my wife's honour: 
and that I might know whether I 
had a Anake or a dove in my 
bosom. 

To my point — "What most 
that virtue be, which will not 
stand a trial ? — What that woman, 
who would wish to shun it? " 

Well then, a trial seems neces* 
sary for Uie further establishment 



• The story tells ni, that whoever 
drank of this eup, if his wife wen chaste, 
eould drink without spiUiagi if other- 
wise,/ the eontrary. 
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f the honour of to excellent a be willing to take them as the^ 
jeature. U'^tr,- and, who being tolerable 

And who shall put her to Ihiit themselveB, are not suapiciona of 
^al? who, hut the man who has, others." 

I she thinks, already iuducedj Butwhat,methinba thoiiaBkeat, 

ei in U.tier poiiita to swerve? — j is to become of the lady if she 

Lnd tbie for hor o ' ' ' ''" 



le eense— not outj, aa he has 
. 1 able to make .iimie imprea- i 
loa, but as she regrets the impres- 
')a made; and so may be pre- 
jned to be guarded against bis 
brtlier attempt; 



What? — whywillshenot, >'if 
'fe tuhthie/l, be nltDays .lubduedt" 
Another of our libertine maxims. 
And what an immense pleasure to 
a marriage- hater, what rapture 
to thought, to be able to prevail 
The BitoatjOQ she ia at present upon such a woman aa Misa Cla- 
it must be confessed , isa diB-!nB9a Harlowe to live with bim 
wiLhout real change of namel 

But if she resist — if nobly she 
stand ber trial? — 

Why then I will marry bet; and 
RBS my Htars for such an angel 

But will she not bate thee? — 
will she not refuse? — 

No, no. Jack! ^ Circumstanced 
and situated as we are, I am not 
afraid of that. And hate me! why 
dhould she bate the man who lovea 
her upon proof 7 

Aud then for a little hint at r«- 
prinal — am I not justified in my 
resolutions of tryuig her virtue; 
who is resolved , aa Fmaysay, to 
tryminet who has declared, that 
she will not marry me^ till she haa 
hopes of my reformation? 

And now, to put an end to thia 
sober argumentation, wilt thou 
not thyself (whom 1 have suppoaed 
an advocate for the lady, because 
1 know that Lord M. has put thee 
upon using the interest he thinka 
thou bast in me, to persuade me 
to enter the pale ; viU lliou not Ihy- 
self) allow me to tvy it 1 <:»cam>^ 



_.]MTBntBgeou( , ._ 

J*-!^ overcome, that will redound 
■ /to her honour. 

J^ Shun not, therefore, my dear 
B/Wttl, further trials, nor bate me 
*te making them. - 
nromau can be aaid to be virtuous 
-*Iral she baa been tried? 

Nor is giic; effort, one trial to 
be sufficient. Why? becauB( 
woman's heart may be at one ti 
mluvianl, at another, idix" — 
Ihave often experienced; and 
no doubt, hast thou. 

A fine time of it,methinks, thou 
gayest, would the women have, if 
they were all to be tried ! — 

But, Jack, I am not for that, 
neither. Though I am a rake, 
I am not a rakes friend; except 
thine and company's. 

And be this one of the morals of 
my tedious discussion — "Let the 
little rogues who would not be put 
I lu the ijueslion,^ as I may call it, 
L choose accordingly. Let them 
Lpirefer to their favour good honest 
^■wber fellowa, who have not been 
^Hied to play dog's tricks: who will 
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awaken the vmman in her? — to 
-tty if she, with all that glowing 
^mmetrf of parts , and that full 
bloom ofVemal graces, Ijy wliivh 
'sKe attracts every eye, be really 
inflexible as to the grand aiticltV 
Let me be^n then, an oppor- 
tunity presents — I will: and 
watch her every step to find one 
sliding one; herevery momeot to 
fiod the moment critical. And the 
rather, ae she spares not me, but 
takes every advantage tfa at offers 
to puzzle and plague me; nor ex- 
pects nor thinks me to be a goad 

If«faebeawoi6tin, and h-veme, 
. I shall Barely catch her once 
trippingr forlovewaserera trai- 
tor to its harbourer: and love 
toilhin, and I milhoul, she will be 
moret)ianwomaD,aBtheptetBayB, 
arHeMthaninan,if I succeed not. 

Now, Belford, allisont The 
lady is mine; shall be maip. tnme. 
Marriage, Isee, is in my power, 
noir ^« is so ; else perhaps it h^id 
not Iflc.tnhaveherui'f^o.'if mar- 
riage, who can blame me for try- 
" in^if no(, greatwillheh^erglory,; 
a^ m^ fiitare eonfideaee. And 
well will she merit the sacrifiue I 
shall make her of my libcfty; and 
from all her sei honours next to 
divine, for giving a proof, "that 
there was once a woman wliose 
▼Irtne no trials, no stratagems, 
no temptations, even from the' 
man she hated not, could over-' 

Now wilt, thou see all my circu- 1 
lation : as in a glass witt thou see 
it< — Cabala, howeverj is the 



word*; nor let the secret e«oi^ 
thee even in thy dreams. 

Nobody donbts that she ia to be 
my fife. Let her pass for such, 
ivbciilgfvethe wora. '^Meantime 
reformation shall be my stalking- 
horse; some one of the women m 
London, if I can get her tbither, 
my bird. And so much for tbu 
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Do not be so much concerned, 
my dearest friend, at the bicker- 
ings between my mother and me. 
We love one another dearly not- 
withstanding. If my mother had 
notmetofindfaultwith, she most 
ftndfauli with somebody else. And 
, I am a very saucy ^irl ; 



xnd « 



■e ther 



>t tLi: 



here would be some other to 
slinw it. 

Vuu have heard me say. that 
this was always the case between 
us. You could not otheitoiee have 
known it, Forwhen jou werewjth 
us , you faarmonized us both ; and, 
indeed, 1 was always more afraid 
of you than of my mother. But 
then that awe is accompanied with 
love. Touf reproofs, as I have 
always found, are so charmingly 
mild and instructive; so evidently 
calculated to improve , and not to 
provoke; that a generous temper 
must be amended by tfaem. But - 
here now, mind my good mamma, 



r 
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when you are not with oa 
sh&II, / tell you, Nancy. I will 
have iV m. Don't I hnota Aesl, 1 
I v)on'l he ditnheyed. How can h 
L danghter of Bpirit bear such 
^r^language ; snch looks too with 
B^ lanj ""' ■" 

^B' Dont advise me, my dear, to 
^KsobEcribe to my mother's prohibi- 
1^ tion of corresponclence with you. 
She has no reason for it. Nor 
would she of her own judgment 
bave prohibited it. That odd old 
ambling soul your uncle (whose 
visile are frequenter than ever), 
instigated by your m»licioUB and 
■el^sh brother and sistei, is the 
-pccasion. And they only have 
rowed my mothers lipS, at the 
. anee they are from you , for a 
rtofapeaking trumpet for them, 
pbe pronibition , once more I say, 
CUUiDt come from her heart: but 
B it did, is so much danger to he 
Dprehetided from my continuing 
B-write to oneofmyownsex, as 
1 1 wrote to one of the other? 
Don't let dejection and disap- 
^iDtment , and the courEC of op- 
ion will eh you have run 
igh, -weaken your mind, my 

est creaturej and make you 

a incoDveniencies, where there 
kot poB^bly lie any. If 'p' 



hut half so good as Misn Clariasa 
Harlowe, who has been driven out 
of her father's. 

I will say nothing upon your 
letter to your aiBter till I aee the 
effect it will hare. You hope, yon 
tellme, that you shall haveyoor 
money and elotbea sent jpu, not- 
witbstandine my opinion to the 
contrary — I am sorry to have it 
lo acquaint you, that I have just 
tiow heard , that they have sat in 
council upon yoiw letter : and that 
your mother was the only person,, 
who was for sending you your 
things; and was over-ruled, ^I 
charge you therefore to accept of 
myotfer, aa by my last; and give 
me particalar directions for what 
you want, that I can supply you 
with besides. 

Don't setyour thoughts somnch 
upon la reconciliation I as to pre- 
vent your laying hold of any hand- 
some opportunity to give yourself 
a protector; such a one as the 
man will be, who, 1 imagine hu's- 
hand-like, will let nobody insult 
-ou but himself. 

What could he mean, by letting 
slip such a one aa that yon men- 
tion? 1 don't know how to blame 
you ; for howcould you go beyond 
silence and blushes, when the 
foolish fellow came with liis ob- 
it K scribbling, ai yon call it;! sorvances of the restriction* which 
la jnitie — and I will scribble on, 'you laid him under when in an- 
a]l opportunities; and to you;'othersituation'i' But as 1 told you 
'em say what they will. Nor above, you realty strike people 
our letters be filled with the into awe. And, upon my word, 
acciiaations you mention: you did not spare him. 
._ jisno cause for them. I wish, ' I repeatjwhat 1 said in my last, 
it yonr Anna Howe, who con- that yon have a very nice part to 
— '-^ her mother's house, were set; andlwilladfi,^^!^^.";^)."^^^ 
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a mind that is much too delicate my mother and me* But as to the 
for jour part But when the lover latter, you must not be too grave, 
is exalted , the lady must be If we arc not well together at one 
humbled. He is naturally proud time , we are not ill together at 
and saucy. I doubt vou must en- another. And while I am able to 

f;age his pi-idey which he calls bis make her smile in the midst of the 
onour: and that you must throw most angry fit she ever fell into 
off a little more of the veil. And on the present occasion (thonffh 
I would have you restrain your sometimes she would not if she 
wishes before him , that you had could help it) , it is a very good 
not met him, and the like. What sign: a sign that displeasure can 
siffnifies wishing, my dear? He | never go deep, or be lasting. And 
wDl not bear it. You can hardly then a Kind word, or kind look, to 
expect that he will. jher favourite Hickman, sets the 

Nevertheless, it vexes me to the : one into raptures, and the other in 
very bottom of my pride, that tolerable humour, at any time, 
anv wretch of that sex should be | But jour case pains me at heart; 
able to triumph over such a wo- ' and with ail my levity, both the 
man. !good folks must sometimes j>ar- 

I cannot, however, but say, that. take of that pain; nor will it bo 
I am charmed with vour spirit So \ over, as long as yon are in a state 
much sweetness , wnere sweetness of uncertaiutv; and especially as 
;£& requisite: so much spirit, where ,1 was not able to prevul for that 
•spirit is called for — what a true protection for you which wonld 
magnanimity ! . huve prevented the unhappy step, 

^ But I doubt, in your present the necessity for which we both, 
circumstances, you must endea- 1 with so much reason deplore, 
vour after a little more of the re- ! I have only to add (and yet it la 
serve, in cases where you are, needless to tell you) that I am, 
displeased with him^ and palliate and ever will be, 
a httle. That humility which he, Your affectionate friend 

puts on when you rise upon him, r and servant, 

IS not natural to him. | Ajisa Hows. 

Methinks I see the man hesi-. *" ^^• 

tating, and looking like the fool letter zn. 

you p^nt him , under your cor- ^^mm cutUm Buriowe to ium Howi. 
rective supenonty! — But he is, 

not a fboL Don t put him upon You tell me, my dear, that mj 
mingling resentment wiUi his clothes and the litUe sum of moiMj 
love. I left behind me, will not be sent 

You are venr serious, my 4ear, me. — Bat I will still hmM. Itk 
in the first of the two letters be- yet early days. When tlwir pu- 
fne me, in relation to Mr. Hick- sions subside, they wfll bellar j|0» 
Mo «ii</ jOEie/ And la leiaUiQn to nder«fthAmaftterl '*** 



CLARISSA HABLOWE. 



61 



have my erer dear and ex- 

tnt mother for my friend in 
request. O tlie aweet iiidnt- 
e! Uow has m^ heurt bled, 
bow does it still bleed for 

in tulTise me not to di^pend 
. B reconciliation. I do not, 
anot depend upon it. But 
lielesaitis themBbnext my 
. And aa to thiaman, what 
do? Youaee, that mam'nge 
ahtolalely in my 'itDn pinver, 
sre inclined to prefer it to the 
which I thjuli 1 ought to hare 
lijially in view to make for a 
iciliation. 

in Bay, he ia proud and in- 
it— indeed he is. But can it 
mr pj>inion, thut he intends 
anblt me donn to the level of 

td what mean you. tnj d^ur 
i, when you aay, that I miiBt 
litHe more -f llie val? 
knew that ] 



ieed I i 



Let t 



e yoi 



if I see any thing in Mr. Love- 
that looks like a design ^o 
Ue me, hit insolence ahall 
r make me discover a weak- 
nmrorthy of a person dis- 
lished by your friendship; 
iitosay, unworthy either of 
tt, Oi" of my former self. i 

It I hope, as I am out of all 

ritection, that lie ia not 
of mean or low reaent- 
H. If he haa had aDy extra- 
Uiy trouble on my acoount, 
he QOt thank himself for it?| 
IBjr; andlayit, if he pleasea, 
tehamcterj which, aslhave 
tun, gave atieastap'efeneel 



to my brother againat him. And 
then, did I ever make him any 

Eromiaes? Did I ever profess a 
ive for him? Did I ever wish 
forthecontinuanceof hi) addreis? 
Had not my brnther's violence 
precipitated mattera, would not 
my iudifiereiice to him in all like- 
lihood (aa 1 designed it ahoaldi 
have tired out hia proud apirit* 
and made him set out for London, 
nhei'e be used chiefly to reaideV 
And if he hmt, would there not 
have been an end of all his pre- 
tenaioiis and hopes? For no en- 
couragement had I given him: nor 
did 1 then correspond with him. 
Nor, believe me, should I have 
begun to do 80 — the fatal ren- 
counter not having then happen- 
ed; which drew me in afterwards 
for others' sakes (Ibolthat 1 was!) 
and not for my own. And can 
vou thiuk, or can Ar'.tbat even this 
but temporarily-intended correa- 
pondence (which, by the WAyi fyy 
mothei** connived at) would have 
ended thus, bad I not been driven 
on one baiid, and teased on the 
other to contijine it, the occasion 
which bad at firat induced it, con- 
tinuing? What pretence then haa 
he, were I to be absolutely iu hia 
power, to avenge himaclf on me, 
for the faults of others; and 
througli which I have suffered 
more than be? 1( caimot, cannot 
be, that I should have cause to 
apprehend him to be bo ungene-, 

You bid me not he concerned 
at the bickerings between your 
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• will take it into further coniiden- 



mother uid yon. Can I avoid con- 
cern, when those bickeriDgs are 
on my account? That they are 
raised (instigated ehall I sayV^ by 
my uncle, and my other relatione, 
surely must add to my concern. 
It observe, perhaps 



You ^ve me very good adviee 

relation to this man; and I 

thank you for it. When you bid 



^«. . uiL,=v u^^. .u, i,=.u=po .„„ . •"■'" in eipreBsmg my diepleaenre, 
tically for the state my mind i.| peihaps I may try for it; but to 

in at present, that the very sen- r""""eT asyoucallit, that, my 

tencea you givefrom your mother, I deareet Mias Howe, cannotbo 

are so many imperaiiees , which ["""e, by 

you take amiss, are very severe 

reflections upon vDurself. For in- 1 

stance — yiiu shall, 1 tell i/iu, I 

Nuticy, implies that you bad dis- 1 

puled her wilL — and so of the! UiisClartanBulawetaUlMHowa. 

' Andfurlher let me observe, with I „ ^'"^ "^^Ak'*''- ' ""^ 1^" ^ 
respect to what you say/ thiit ^o^e ''lat the C'^umsb^^ 
there cannot be tfie same reason the noise and outc^ withm tto 
for a prohibition of correspou- E"^'*'^" ^"•""' "^ ^•^^^Jj"*- 
1 r.-.i . . ... "^ "„ noyo me no small uneasinest. to 



aB,«e With me, .. there wi ol S"i"J ", "f^ S. k„^.:,. 
min. .Ith Mr. Lov.l.e,: that I "»* 'i"''S";""i"u Cl 
Ihcmgbt «■ little of b«i ™.e- "■■", "l"' eo"H by .ueh vile pre- 

lith him ,11 the titne. .; veu can ™ »" °'"7"* " ""• «> 1^ 
doftomiouf.itbminow. But, »°S!'' =*''«4"- • ■ „ 

it is a fault boweve circum thought of this gave me ao 

.tame, i,.y dilfet. Sureljthere "ag""'" ''" "''" "'.IS; 
i. DO merit in .etting up ourown ■™» *'S»;tf"l. '» ™i "^ *« 

p""i.w°''°i"'.h.S°STh"'i "V pe^hap. it ™ •r>y^; 

warned jou of iiom my om dear ""' T ? f >;"lf " »"« 
nporimie. ' «" generally «t upon l,. f.atp™ 

.*^ I 1 was resolved to task him npon 

Yet, God forgive me! ladviae this subject, the first time I could 
thiis against myself with vei^ have patience to enter upon it 
great reluctance: and, to aaj with him. For, besides that it 
truth, have not strength of mind, piqued me excessively from the 
At present, to decline it myeeli. nature of the artifice, J expected 
A/j, if tie oceaaiongODotoS, lahuffliug and eruion, if Ite wen 
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Igail^, that would hare ioccnsed 
pme: snd, if not confessedly guilty, 
nch uniHliBfactory dec I a rati ods, 
U Htlll would have k^ptmy miud 
hotibtful and itneas}'; and would, 
npon every acw offence thai he 
' suelit give me, sharpen my disgust 

riiraited for; and mil lay bel 
uthercBult. 

s makJDg bi> court to my 

, ^ With great sei 

plying that he bad lost 
lelAring, tbnt be knew not 
httd deservc'd to do so; atfribut- 
pog to me an indifference 
"Wt aeemed, to hie infinite 

I, hourly to increase. And tie 
_. .jnght me to let liim know my 
f *«>ii6te mind, that he mi|>ht have 
•ftn <n)portBnity either to confci 
hia faults and amend thi;tii , or 
clear his conduct to my satisfaU' 
tiou, and thereby entitle liiuiaelF 
to a greater share of my con- 
fidence, 

I answered him with quickness 
— Then, Mi' Lovelace, J will tell 
you one thing with a "Jraukness, 
_tlial is, perhaps mora suitable to 
mg character than to yiiuis [he 
W/ped ani, he sairl^, which gives mc 
— ly bad opinion of you , as a 
jniUK arttul man. 
I I am all attention, madam. 
i J nfftei van think tolerably of 
, while the noise and voice I 
td at the garden door, which 
it me into the terror you took so 
ach advantage of, rem.iins uii- 
oonnted for. Tell me fairly, tell 
Mcandidl; the wlioJe of Ibu cii- 



cumataoce, and of your denlioga 
with that wicked Joseph Leuianj 
and according to jouiexplicitneaa 
ill this particular, Ishall form a. 
judgment of youi' future profea-', 

I will, withontreseiTejmydear- . 
cat life, said he, tell j|ou the . 
whole; and hope that my sincerity 
in the relation will atone for any . 
thing you may think wrong in the 
fact. 

"I know nothing, miflke, of 
this man, this Leman, and should i 
have scorned a resort to so low a 
method as bribing the servant of ' 
any family lo let me into the se- 
crets of that family , if 1 bad not 
jdetectcd htm in sttempting to 
corrupt a servant of mine, to in- 
fortn him of allmy motions, of all 
my supposed intrigues, and, in 
short of every action of my pri- 
vate life, as well lis of iny circum- 
stances and engagements; and 
tliis for motives too obvious to be 
dwelt up,on. 

"My servant told me of his 
olTcn, and 1 oi'drred him, unknown 
to the fellow, to lei me heiir a con- 
versation tbatwaa to puss between 

"In themidtit of it, and just ae 
he had made anolicr of money for ; 
a. particular piece of intelligence, , 

EromisingipOTewhen procured, I . 
roke ill upon them, ' and by 
bluster, callmg for a knife to cut 
off his ears (one of which I took , 
hold of) , in order to make a pre- 
sent of it, as I said, to hi* em- ,^ 
ployers, I oblit|^e>dbu^V(i\i^TiiA 
wlio they wbib. 
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*'Toiir brother, madam, and 
your uncle AntoOT, he named. 

" It was not difficult when I had 
given him mj pardon on naming 
them (after I had set before him 
the enormit; of the task he htxd 
undertaken, and the hono urn b I ti- 
neas of my iDteDtionslo^onr dear 
self) to prevail upon him, by a 
largerrewardj toaerveme; tince 
at the same time, he might pre- 
serve the favour of your uncle and 
brother, as I desired to know no- 
thing hut what related to myself, 
and to you, in order to gnaid us 
both againit the effects of an ill- 
will, which all his fellow-servants, 
as well as himself, as he acknow- 
ledged, thought undeserved. 

"By this means, lowntoyou, 
madam, I frequeotly turned his 
principles about upon a pivot of 
myown, unknownto themselves: 
and the fellow, who is always call- 
ing himself a plain man, and 
boasting of his con.icience, was tbe 
easier, as I condescended fre- 
quently to assnre him of my 
Honourableviews; andasheknew 
that the use I made of his intelli- 1 

S;ence, iu all likelihood, prevented 
atal mischiefs. 

*'I was the more pleased with 
his services, as (let me acknow- 
ledge to yon, madam) they pro- 
cured to you , unknown to your- 
self, a safe and uninterrupted 
ezress (which perhaps would not 
otherwise have been continued to 
yon so long as it waa) to the garden 
and wood-house! For he imder 
took to them, to watch all your 
motions; and tbe more cheerfully 



So, my dear, itoomes out, that 
I mijselfvaa obliged to this deep 
contiiver. 

I sat in silent astonishment; and 
thn? he went on. 

"As to the circumstance, for 
which you think so hardly of me, 
[ do freely confess , that having a 
suspicion that you would revoke 
your intention of getting away, 
and in that case apprehending 
that we should not have the time 
together that was necessary for 
Ihat purpose; I had ordered him 
to keep off every body he ciuld 
keep off, and to be himself within 
view of the garden door ; for I was 
detennined, ifpoasible, to induce 
yon to adhere to your resolu- 

Butpray, sir, interrupWnghim, 

how came you to apprehend that 
I should revoke my intention? I 
bad indeed deposited a letter to 
that purpose; but you bad it not; 
and how, as I had reserved to my- 
self the privilege of a revocation, 
did you know, but I might have 
prevailed upon my friends , and so 
'■ive revoked upon good grounds? 
"1 mill be very ingenuous, ma- 
dam'^ you had made me hope 
that if you changed your mind, 
you would give me a meeting to 
apprlEO me of the reasons for it. I 
went to the loose bricks, and I 
saw the letter there: and aslkncw 
your friends were immoveably 
fixed in their schemes , I doubted 
not bu t the letter was to revoke or 
suspend your resolution; and pro- 
• SssTol. I. p au, >95. 
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lUy to BGire iiutead of a meeting 

1 therefore let it lie , that if 

tliil revoke, you might be 

ider the necessity of meeting me 

~ ttie sake of the expectation you 

iad ^veii me : and as I came nie- 

pared, I was resolved, piirdt 






r.™ 



lentiona that you should i . ^ 
bftck. Had I taken your letter. '. 
lust have been determiucd b] 
le contents of it, for the present, 
least: but not haviug received 
, and yoa having reason to think 
wanted not resolution in a situa- 
n so desperate, to make your 
ends a personal visit, I depend- 
upon tne interview you hud bid 
) hope for." 

Wicked wretch, said 1; it is my 
"ref, that I gave you opportunity 
tttWio exact a measure of my 
ness! — But ictiiM j;ou have, 
imed to visit the family, had, 
not met you? 1 

Indeed I would. I had some, 
ieoda in readiucBs, who were to 
we accompanied me to them.' 
ad bti your father refused to 
ixame-Audionce, I would have 
iken my friends mth me to 

And what did you intend to do ' 

• Hr.SolmcB? 

Not the least hurt, had the man 

Bat had he not been passive as 
on call it, what would you have 
metoMr. Solmes? 

He was loth , he said , to tell me 
- yet not the least hurt to hia 

I repeated my question, 

ItbimuitteUme, ie only pro- 



posed to carry off the poor /i/dra-, 
' ) hide him for a month or 
And this he would have 
done, let what would have been 
the consequence. 

Was ever such a wretch heard 
I — I sighed from the bottom of 
my heart; but bid him proceed 
from the part I had iuterrupted 

"I ordered the fellow, asltold 
you, madam, said he, to keep 
within view of the garden door; 
and if he found any parly between 
us, and any boijy coming (before 
you could retreat aadiacovered), 
whose coming might be attended 
with violent effects, he should cry 
out; and this not only in order to 
save himself from their suspicions 
ofhim, buttogiveme warning to 
makeoff, and, ifpoBsible, to in- 
duce you [I own it, madam) to'go 
off with me, according to yourown 
appointment. And I nope all 
cu'cutnstances considered, and the 
danger I waa in of losing you for 
ever, that the acknpivledgment of 
this contrivance, or if you had not 
met mo, Ihal upon Soluies, will not 
procure me your hatied: for, had 
they come as /expected as well as 
' «fiu, what a despicable wretch had 
1 been, could I have left you to 
the tQSults of a brother and others 
of your family, wiiose mercy was 
cruelty when they hadiiix the pre- 



What a wrotehl said I. — But 
if, sir, taking jour own account of 
this strange ui»,t,\ftv to\ift^'i>H.\,,ra(^^ 
body weie tomTOE.biiw twy^wiBn 
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it, that I saw only that manLeman 
(I thought it was hej out of the door, 
and at a distance, look after .us? 

Very lucky! said he, putting his 
hand first in one pocket , then in 
another — I hope I have not 
thrown it away — it i8,perhaps, in 
the coat I had on yesterday — 
little did I think it would be ne- 
cessary to be produced — but I 
love to come to a demonstration 
whenever I can — I may be giddy 

— may be heedless — lam indeed 

— but no man, as to you , madam, 
ever had a sincerer heart. 

He then stepping to th^ parlour 
door, called his seirvant to bring 
him the coat he had on yesterday. 

The serva nt did. And from the 
pocket rumpled up as a paper he 
regarded not, pulled out a letter, 
wiitten by that Joseph, dated 
Monday night; in which "he begs 
pardon for crying Out so soon — 
says , that his fears of being dis- 
covered to act on both sides , had 
made him take the rushing of a 
little dog(that alwaysfollows him) 
through the phyllirea-hedge, for 
Betty s being at hand , or some of 
his masters: and that when he 
found his mistake, he opened the 
door by his own key (which the 
contriving wretch confessed he 
had furnished him with), and in- 
considerately ran out in a hurry, 
to have apprized him that his 
crying out was owin^ to his fright 
only : and he added , " that they 
were upon the hunt for me, by the 
time he returned . * " 

* Boe bii lettw to ifoseph Lemaa, 



I shook my head — Deep ! deep ! 
deep I said I , at the best ! r- Mr. 
Lpvelace! God forgive and reform 
you ! — But you are, I see plainly, 
(upon the whole of your own ac^ 
count) a very artful, a very de^ 
signing man. 

Love, my dearest life, is in- 
genious. Night and day have I 
racked my stupid brain [O sir, 
thought 'I,not stupid ^t were well per^ 
haps if it were] to contrive methods 
to prevent the sacrifice designed 
to be made ofyou, 'and the mischief 
that must have ensued upon it: 
so little hold jn your affections: 
such undeserved antipathy from 
your friends: so much danger of 
losing ybu for ever from both 
causes. 1 have not had for the 
whole fortnight before last Mon- 
day, half an hour's rest at a time. 
And I own to you, madam, that I 
should never Have forgiven my- 
self, had I omitted any contrivance 
or forethought that would have 
prevented your return withoiit me. 

Again 1 blamed myself for 
meeting him: and justly, for. there 
were many chances to one . that I 
had not met hioi.. And if I had 
not, all his fortnight's contrivances, 
as to me, would have come to 
nothing; and perhaps, I might 
nevertheless have escaped Solmes. 

Yet had he resolved to come to 
Harlowe Place with his friends, 
andbeen|insulted, as he certainly 
would have been, what mischiefs 
might have followed! 

But his resolution to run away 
with and to hide the poor Solmes 

he tells bim , he woald. contiire for him 
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hi a tnoath Or so, my doar! 
irliat a wretch have 1 let run awiiy 
with me, iiiBtead nf Siilnteg, 

laskedbioi, ifbe thought anch 
enormities as the9e,8uch deGnnces 
of the lans of Boclet; , would have 
liKseed anpuniahed? 

He had the assurance to sny, 

vith one of his usual gay airs, 

tiat he should by thia meana have 

.duaii pointed his enemies, and 

mved me from a forced maniagc. 

Be bad no pleasure in such des- 

pa&te puahes. Solmes he would 

>t bave/'i.-r'K'inn/fy hurt. He must 

e flea his country, for a time 

kst: Mid^lruly, if hehad been 

;eii to do 90 (as all his hopes 

y favour must have been at 

leml), he would hare had n. 

Itow-lravelierof hiaownacx out 

E our family, whom 1 little 

'" ;iitof, 

iscverauch n wretchJ^To 
■ehemeaut my brotherl 
A auch, sir, aaid I , in high re- 
eatf are the uBos you make 
a eomipt iiitelligeiicer — 

conupt intelligcnc(!r, 

ml uiterrupled he, ho is to 

_ouryonr brother's as well «b 

%. B; whatlhaveingenuQUsly 

■yon , ynu may ace i^o began 

V corroption. Let me asnure 

Inadftm, that there nre inauy 

I tilings which 1 have hcpu 

fey of ad rfpiinadii, in which I 

pa not have been theojpiess'.j-. 

U that I ahall further say on 

ihead, Mr. I/)velace, ia this: 

|t u this vile douhle-faced 

~ 'i has probably been the 

Hof great miachief on both' 

■" mdrtiW continues, as you' 
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a, madam, as to 
— m J service, as well aa your 



3\fa, hia vridied (iractlcea , I think 
it would he but just, I<) have my 
friends apprized what a ereatiire 
' ' whom some of them eu- 
conrage. 

What you pleo 
that — mj servic , 
bi-other'a la now almost o 
him. The fellow has made a good 
hand of it. Iledoesnot intend to 
stay Inn^in liis.placo. Be is now 
actually in treaty fornninu, which 
will do his business for life. I can 
tell you fui-ther, that he mnikea 
love to your sister's Betty: and 
that bif my arleke. They will be 
married when he is established. 
Aft innkeeper's wife is every man'a 
mistress; and 1 have a scheme in 
my lirad to set. some euginea at 
work to make Iter repent hersaucy 
behaviour to you to the last day 
of her life. 

What a wicked schemer are you, 
jir! — Who shall avenge upon yoa ■ 
the still greater evils which you 
have beeu guilty of? — I forgive 
Betty with all my heart. She was 
not my servant ; and but too pro- 
bably, in what she did, obeyed the 
commands of her to whom she 
owed duty, better than I obeyed 
those to whom I owed more, 

Nomatterfor that, the wretch 
aaid [la l/e nure, mij dear, he munt 
dirnign to mal-e me nfraitt nf Mm]: 
the decree was gone out — Betty 
muat smart — smart too by an aot 
of her own choice. He loved, he 
said, to make bad people their 
own punishers. — Nay, madam, 
excuseme;but if the fellow, if Ihia 
Joseph, in '/(lur opinion, dcaervea 
panishment, mine is e.c.Oti>'gV\<».\.^ 
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scheme ; a man and his wife, cannot 
well suffer separately, and it may 
C<)me home to him too. 

I had no patience with him. I 
told him so. I see, sir, said I, I 
see, what a man I am with. Your 
rattle warns me of the make. — 
And away I flung: leaving him 
seemingly vexed, and in con- 
fusion*' 

LETTER XVni. 
Hiss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 



Mr plajn-dealing with Mr. Love- 
lace, on seeine him again, and the 
free dislike I expressed to his 
ways, his manners, and his con- 
trivances, as wellas to his speeches, 
have obliged him to recollect him- 
self a little. He will have it , that 
the menaces which he threw out 
just now against my brother and 
Mr.Solmes, are only the effect of 
an unmeaning pleasantry : that he 
has too great a stake in his coun- 
try to be guilty of such enterprises 
as should lay him under a necessity 
of quitting it for even Twenty 
things, particularly, he says, he 
has suffered Joseph Leman to tell 
of him that were not^ and could not 
be true , in order to make himself 
formidable in some people's eyes, 
and this purely with a view to 
prevent miachief. He is unhappy, 
as far as he knows , in a quick in- 
vention; in hitting readily upon 
expedients; and many things are 
reported of him which he never 
said, and many which he never 
did , and others which he has onlv 
talked of (as just now) , and which 
he has forgot as soon as the words 
have passed his lips. 



This may be so, in part, my 
dear. No one man so young could 
be so wicked as he has been re- 
ported to be. But such a man at 
the* head of such wretches as he is 
said to have at his beck , all men 
of fortune and fearlessness, and 
capMble of such enterprises as I 
have unhappily found him capable 
of, what is not to be apprehended 
from him ! 

His carelessness about his 
chai*actei* is one of his excuses: a 
very bad one. What hope can a 
woman have of a man who valuesy 
not his reputation? — These gay 
wretches may, in mixed convei*sa- 
tion, divert for an hour , or so : but 
the man of probity, the man of 
virtue, is the man that is to be the 
"partner for life.^ What woman, 
who could help it,. would submit it 
to the courtesy of a wretch , who 
avowa a disregard to all moral 
sanctions, whether Ipe will perform 
his part of the matrimonial obli- 
gation, and treat her with toler* 
able politeness? 

With these notions, and with 
these reflections, to be thrown 
upon such a man myself? —Would 
to heaven T— but what avail wishes 
now? — To whom can 1 fly , af I 
would fly from him ? 



LETTER XIX. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Friday, April 14. 

Ne VKB did I hear of such a parcel 
of foolish toads as these Harlowes! 
— Why, Belford, the lady must 
fall, if every hair of her head were 
a guardian angel, unless they were 
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make s visible ftppearaoccfDr useless: for I ehonld have blown 
ir,or,8nalcbiuclicj'ft'om ine-ot up nil my iidTersaries by dint of 
laviiroB, would draw her after stratagem, turning their own 
en into the starry regions. devices upon tbem. 

At) I liai] to appri>hend. . was. But these fathers and mothers 
lat a daughter, so- reluctairtlji — Lord help 'emi — Were uot the 
l^ed ofT, would oiFer terms to powers of uature stronger than 
flUhuvand would heaceepted those of discretion, and were not 
na mutual cones'lenet; lliey to Chat bua^ ika b/ina to afford her 
mp &'ii!meM: slie to give ap me. geaial aids, till tardy prudence 
...Isol was contriving to do all qualified parents to manai/e their 
noulil to guard againsttlielatter, future offspring, how few people 
Jut tiiey seem 'resolved to perfect would have children! 
"lO work tbey have begun. Jaraea and Arabella may have 

WhatstupidwealureBarethcre H'fir motives; hut what can be 
, the world 1 This foolish brother said for a father acting as ihii 
A to know, that he who would father has acted? What for a 
) bribed to undertake a base mother? What for an aunt? What 
(ing byone.wouIdbeoD^r-bribed for uncles? — Who can have pa- 
urvfuri the baBcjicsB-, especially ticnce with such fellows and 
liailisoould heputiiito thcway fellow-esses? 
> serve Jiimself by bothl — Thou, Soon will the fair-one hear how 
ick, wilt never know one half of high their foolish resentments nm 
fcontdTances. against her; and then will she, it 

<n . I . ,1 „ ,' is to be hoped, have a little more 

^,™™ rf ™?5. Z'lT ™ conSdenc.inie. Th.n.ffllbe 

'i^,SLu.'£ ty .fit >'« profetmlB my hB«tt boiU. 
IS w ?? ,1, »■ ; up6i:tl,e«willIb;ingherlocoil- 

^ L/r/„-."/« i51 , fessionB of grateful love: and then 
2Z , r 1" ' Willi Itahetwheal pleaae; »id 

•T""^ =«'"»»■ nol .land IremWiog , J. now , like 

What a capacity for glorious ahungryhouad, whosees a deli- 
rischief has thy friend!— yet how cious morsel within his teach, yet 
Btr the truth all of iti The only dares not leap at it for his life. 
eviRtiou, my asserting that the But Iwas anipnall'j la bashful 
illow made the noises by tnUiate, mortal. Indeed I am bashAil still 
id through fright, and not by withregard to tbislady— bashfiil 
>»viou» direcliim: had she known yet know the sex so welll — But 
lApFecise truth, her anger, to be that indeed is the Teaiim that I 
I taken in, would never have let know it so well: — for, Jack, I 
er for^veme. have had abundant cause, when I 

Had I been a military hero, I have looked into m^sel(^ b'j '^ki 
loald have made gunpowder of compaMBOtt ^itti "iXvft oih«t tRO^ 
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to conclude tiiat a bashful man h&s asked me , hotr he came bj 



' Bgooddealoftheaoulof airomaii!; 
and ao, likeTiresias,caD tell w' >' 
thej think, and what the; di 
at^aswell as themselves. 

The modest ones and I, [ 
ticulaily , are prett; much upr 
par. The di^ereace between 
isonljjwhatthejlAinjt, I acl. ! 
the imuodest ones outdo the 'vorst 
ot tta hy a. bar'a length, botli in 
thinking and acting. 
One argument let me plead in 

. proof of m; aaaertion ; that even 
He rakes love modest; in a wo- 
man; while the modest womea as 

<~ thejiare accounted (that ia to aay, 
tba. tlj/est) lovBj and generatly 

. .prefer, an impudent mar- 
Whence can thia be, but from 
likeneas in nature? And thi 
made the poet say, that every wc 

- nuui,iB a rake ia hat heart. ] 
..ooacetnstliem, by their ocliuna, t 
.jvove the contrary, if they can. 

■ .l*faBa-haTe I read in some of the 

- . ptiilosophen , that tw teicleedness is 
■eomparabU to the wkkedneta of a 
KtpBum.^ Canst thon tell me, Jack, 
'-who saya this? Was it Socrates? 

, Eorhefaad-tbadevilofawife—or 

; who? Orieit Sdoroon? — King 
Solomon — thou rememberest to 
have readof Buch a king, dost 

' tiMunot? SoL-o-MOH, I learned in 
my infaat stale [my mothw was a 

. good .woman]. — -"-— 



sph'edpartof bis wisdom. 
Come, come, Jack, yo 

arenotao very bad, could 

stop where we are, 
Ue then gives the partici 
what passed between Mm 
lady on his menaces ret 
her bralber and Mr, 
and of his design to 
Hetty Barnes and 
Leman. 



I wn.L now give you thi 
euliLRi of a eonversatioa i 
just passed between Mr. Ir 
and me; which I mu 

agreeable. 

It began witb bis telli 
that he had juat received 
ligence that my jriends we 
sudden come to a resolu 
lay aside all tboughta of pi 
me, or of getting me bac 
that therefore he attendee 
know my pleasure; and 
would do, or have Aim do? 

] told him, that I wonl 
him leave me directly; an 
when it was known to ever 
that I was absolutely indep 
ofhim, it would pass, thi 
|left my father's house bee 



BstmyiAdolgentquestionerneve* mv brother's ill usage i 
jwaich was a plea that I 
' , . . : make with justice, and to 

. .,_ ,. — ■_._ . .. __.._ ,... g jj£ father as wel 

, jelf. 

He mildly replied, tba 



" Vbe pu'aife U bi'Beel«lHUciu, obiip. 
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BolutioQ , he could have no objec- 
tion, since BUchffHa 013- jileasure: 
but, ashe woa wellsseui'cd, that 
thev had taken it only from ap- 
piebebaions,^ that a more active 
one migbt involve my brother 

■ t"lw) iad breathed nothing but 
re»enge)in some fiital misfortune, 
there was; too raucb reason to be- 
lieve, that they would resume their 
former purpose the moment they 
ehoold think they aafely might. 

This, madam, said he, iaarisk 
I cannot run, You would think it 
Btrange if 1 could. And yet, as 
,60on as 1 knew they had so given 
out, I thought it proper to apprize 
JOB of it, and to take your com- 
roaudB upon it. 

X^ me hear, said J, willing to 
fry if be had an_y particular! 
view, what you think most ad-i 
vinble? I 

TisveiT easy to say that, if l' 
•• •dttnt—lflmiglilnoto/fe7iii;liiu — : 

■ H it- were not to bitnk coit'diiwnsi 
that glial! be ineioloble with me. 

Snythen, sir, what you 10 OuW 

j«y. I can approve 1 

()h)ve, kslthinkfit. ' | 

Had not the man a fine oppor- 1 

" ;nliii^j' here )o speak oulV He bad. 

Aa^ thua he used it. . ; 

To wave, madam, what 1 woiM] 

^ Biay tiU I tiave more courage to 

, ■peakont[jinirecournye, J/r.Zoi-tf- 

' &ee more courage, mydearl] — I, 

^ will only propose what I think 

^'^ijll.be moat agreeable to i/«u^ 

-igpose, if ijou clioosc n-t lo t/o In 

2y' betli/'i, that you take a 



turn cross the country to Wind- 
Why to Windsor? 
Because it is a pleasant place: 
because it lies in the way eiuier to-. 
Berkshire, to Oxford, ortoJJoa-i 
don: Berkaliire, where Lord M.iK^ 
at present: Oxford, intheneigh.' 
bourhood of which lives Ladf | 
Betty: Londim, whither you may 
retire at your pleasure : or if you 
will /iQue it 80, whither I may go, 
you staying at Windsor: and yet 
be within an easy distance lof you, 
if any thing shouldbappen, or if 
your friends should change their 
new taken resolution. 

This proposal, however, dig- 
pleased me not. But, I said, my. 
only objection was, the distance of 
Windsor from Miss Howe, of 
whom 1 should be glad to be aj-'' 
ways wilbin two or three boun^' 
rsacb by a messenger', if poB- 
Bible. 

If 1 had thoughts of any oth« 
place than Windsor or nearer to . 
Mias Howe, he wanted but , 
eopiniandfi, and would ,|seek ft 
proper accomniodationB: but], 
,asl pleased, further or nearer 
(had servants, and Ihey had 
thing else to do but to obey m_. 

A grateful thing then be named 
to me — to send for my Hannah, 
as soonaslsbould'be fixed*- un- 
less 1 would choose one of tbft- 
joung gentlewomen here to at- 
tendmc; botbofwhoin, sslhad 
acknowledged , were very obli- 
ging; and be knew I had geneiositjr 
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I took very well. I siaid I had.would remove thither, if Ilcould 
thoughts 'of sending for her, as jgi^t a lodging only ;for myself and 
soon aal ^ot to more convenient ^ an upper chamber jfor Hannah: 



lodgings. As to these yoUng 

gentlewomen , it were pity ^td 
reak in upon that usefulness 
which the wnole family were of to 
each other: each having her 
proper part,' and performmg it 



for that ii^y stock of money jwas 
butSsmall, as was easy to be con- 
ceived; aild I £^fiould be very loth 
to be-iobliged to aocgr body. I 
added, that the soonearX^j^oved 
the better: 



, , , ^ „ •: for that then Wt^ould 

■with ah agreeable alacrity: inso- have no objection to so to^'dLon- ' 
much that I liked them all so well, don, [or Berkshire , as lie pleascai}. 
thiat I could even pass my days And I should let every body know 
amone them were he to leave me ; my independence, 
by which means the lodgings He asain proposed himself, in 
would be more convenient to me very p(3ite terms, as mybanKer. 
than now they were. But I, as civilly, declined his 

He need not repeat his objec- offer, 
iionstothisplace, hesaid: but«s This conversation was to b^, 
to going to Windsor, or wherever all of it, in the main, aereeable. 
else Ifthought fit, or as to his per- . He asked whether I would choose 
sonal attendance, or leaving me, ] to Aodge in the, town of Windsor 
'he would assure me (he very .<>r out of it? 
agreeably said) that I could pro- As near the castle^ I said, as 
pose nothing in which I thought 'possible, for the eonyeniBnoe of 
my reputation, and even my goinff constantly to the pnblie 
punctilio, concerned,, that he worship; an opportunity Xhad ' 
would not cheerfully come into.: been long deprived .of. 

He should oe very gladv he told 



And since I was so much taken 
up with my pen, he would in- 
stantly order his horse to be got 
ready, and would set out. 
Not to be off my caution. Have 



me,|if he could procure me aceom-x 
modations in any one of the 
canon's houses; which he ima- 
gined would be more agreeable to 



you any acquaintance at Wind-; me than any other, 6nmanyac- 
sor? said I. — Know you of any I counts. And as he could depend 
convenient lodffings there? upon my promise never to nave 

Except the Forest, replied he, ^{my other man but himself, {on the 
where I have often hunted, I condition to which he had Sso 
know the least of Windsor, of any cheerfully subscribed, he should 
place so noted and so pleasant. 'be easy; since it was now his part. 
Indeed, I have not a smgle ac- m earnest], to set about recom* 
( quaintance there. ' mending hiipself to my favooTi hj 
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arti;/ way he knew it could be 

le. Adding, with a very 

ions air — I uro but a joung 

ti, madaro; hut I have run a. 

g oourse: let not your purity 

if mind incline you to despise me 

' the acknowledgment. It is 

;h-time to be weary of it, and to 

orm; aiuce, like Salomon, |1 

isay, there ia nothing new un- 

-thesun: but that iljis my be- 

ief, that a life of virtue can afford 

QCn pleaenres , oo reflection, as 

vtll be for ever blooming, for ever 

I was agreeably surprised. I 
ooked at bim, 1 Relieve, as if I 
onbted my ears and my eyes. 
lis aspect however became his 

I expressed my satisfaction in 
inns so aOTeeahlo to him, that he 
Lid, he lonnd a delight in this 
irly dawning of a bettor day to 
[m, and in my approbation, 
hich he had never received from 
le anceess of the most favoured 
Ibia pursuits. 

Surely, my dear, the man must 
3 in earnest. He eould not have 
id this; he could not have 
mughlit, hadhenot. Whatfol- 
)wed made me still readier to be- 
iere him. 
In themidstof my wild vagaries, 
id he, I have ever preserved a 
Terence for religion, audforrc- 
riouB men. I always called an- 
Ler cause, when anyof my liber- 
le^companions, in pursuance of 
otd Shaftesbury's tost, (which is 
part of the rake's creed , and 
'bat 1 may call the ■wlieMone of- 
xfideliiij) endeavoured to turn the 



sacred subject into ridicule. On 
this very account I have been 
called by good men of the clergy, 
who nevertheless would have it 
that 1 was a^irncC'co/ rake, the de- 
cent ruie: and indeed I had too 
much pride in my shame, to dis- 
own the name of rat*. 

This, madam, I am the readier 
to confess, as it may give yott 
hope, that the generous task of 
my reformation, which I flatter 
myself you will have the goodness 
to undertake, will not he so diffi- 
cult a one as you may have ima- 
gined; for it has afforded me 
some pleasure in my re tired hours, 
when a temporary remorse has 
struck me for any thing I have 
done amiss, that I should one day 
take delight in another course of 
life: for, uotess we can, I dare 
say, no durable i/ood is to be es- 
pected from the endeavour. Your 
example, madam, must do atl, 
must confirm all*. 

The divine grace, or favour, 
Mr. Lovelace, must do all, and 
confirm [all. You know not how 
much you please me, that I can 
talk to you m this dialect. 

And I then thought of-his ga- 
nerosity to his pretty rustic;' and 
of his kindness to his tenants. 

Yet, madam), he pleased to re- 
member one thing: reformation 
cannot bea sudden work. I have 
infinite vivacity; it is that which 
runs away with me. Judge, dear- 
est madam, by what 1 am going to 
confess, that I have a prodigious 
T prapoiaA one Atj to reform, 
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tnifto jonmev on, befor^agood times think both deeply 
penon will Qiink me tolerable;' seriously . — Thusit""'- 



'as once, hesaid, dang 
0U8I7 woonded in a duel, in 
left arm, baring it, to shew me 
aaar: tliat this (liotnitbatandin 
great effusion of blood, it be 
upon an artery) was followed b 
violent ieyer, which at last fi: 
upon hia spfritB; and thai so 
stinately, that neither did /le 
Bire life nor his friends expect 
that for a month together, 
heart, a.6 he thought, was so 
tally changed thatlie despised 
former courses, and particula 
tbat rashness, irhich had brouj 
him to thestate b^ was in, and 
antagonist (who, however, 1 
the aggressor) into a much woi 
tbat in this space he bad Ihoug 
which at times still gave him pi 
sure to reflect upon: and 
though these promising prospe 
changed, as he recovered hcB 
I d ap Iri ts,y e tbepartedwithth 
tb so much reluctance, that 
could not help shewing it ii 
" ipy of verses, iruiy Want ones 
_^id ; some '6f which he repeal 
(and advantaged by the, gri 
which he gives t6 <very thing 
■epeats): T' thought fbem vi 
tolerable .ones; the sentimer 
however, iquclt graver than 1 1 
pectcd fr6m'hii|i.. 

He has promised me a copy 
e lines: and then I|8baUjuc 
,,. ^ . . ,;bett(;r of thelrmerit; audisoeh 

atld bvfen hnng npbii ihe subject, !you. Thetendency Of themw 
when I, to try him, once or twice, i" That, since sickness only, jgi 
aeemedready todropit: andpro-'him a proper train of Qiinkii 
•ceded to give me a most agreerl&nd tbat bis restored hea 
able instance, tbat he coard at'brought wit% it » return of 



since though I have read 
of our perfectioniirla enough 
make a netter man than myself 
either run into madness or despair 
about the grace you mention ; yet 
I cannot enter into the meaning of 
the word; nor into the modus of 
its operation. Let me not then 
be checked, when I mention your 
example for my Dhible reliance; 
and instead of using such words, 
till I can better understand them, 
anppose all the rest included 
the profession of that rehancc. 



5reBBiou,aad surpriaed atso much 
arkneas, as (for want of another 
word) I would call it , ii 
his talents [and learning; yet I 
was pleased with his ingenuohs 
aess. I wished him to|encaLirag{ 
this way of thinking. I toM him 
that hia observabon, that nc 
dvrable good was to be expectcc 
. from any new course where there 
. WMnota-delighttakeninit, was 
foat: .but, that the delight | would 
follow by use. 

And twenty things of this sort I 
eren preached to him; taking 
care, however, notto be tedious, 
norto let my expanded heart giVe 
kim a contracted or impatient 
brow. And, indeed, he took 
visible pleaBurA in what I 



eril habits, he waa ready |to re-ibeaaid; bat never (asfed them bL , 
nounce the gifts of nature for fore. ~~ Bj hia jnu^ (the unmorti- 
those of contemplation." fieii creature swore), and as Aa 

He further declared, that aX- hojieil lit be »aced, he was now in. 
though these good motions went'enrnest in his good resolntioiii. 
off (as he hnd owned! DnhiBreco-|He had aajd, befnre I repeated 



ie4 



yet^, Tet he bad better [hopes those lines from Itowe, that ba- 
Dow, from the infiueDce of my ex- bitual evils could not ' 
ample^ and from the reward be-lon a sudden: but he 



fore him, if he persevered: andishouldnot bethau^htatfisneniS^er, 
that be was the more hopeful that! if be were not enabled to htldiav 
he should, as his present resolu-lgood purposes; since ingratitude 
tion was made in a lull tide of .and dissimnlation were vices diat 
health and spirits; and when he of ail others he abhorred. 
Itad nothing to wish for but perse- May you ever abhor.them, said 
verance, to entitle himself to myil. 'They are the most odious of 
favour. all vices. 

I will not throw cold water, Mr. I I hope, my dear Miss Howe, I 
Lovelace, said I. onariBineflftine:!BhaU|not have occasion inmyni- 
bnt look to it! for I shall en-iture letters, to contradict these 
deavBnr to keep you up to this ' promising appearances. Should! 

Shit I shall measure your value ! I have nothinrj on his side to com- 
me by this test; and 1 would bat with , I shall be very far trom 
' have yon bear those chamiiug|beiiighappy,froin thesenseof my 
llneaotMr. Eowe for ever in your fault, and the indignation of all 
mind: you, who have, by your my relations. — So shall Dotfail 
own confession, 90 much to repent 'of condign punishment for it, from 

■ ftf; and indeed, as the scar, youlmyinward reHtorse on acconntof 
shewed me, will, inoneiustauce,lmy forfeited character. But'thO' 

. . niniiid you to your dying day. [least ray of hope could not dart in 

Tbe lines, my dear, are from upon me, without my ibeing will- 

• tbat IKiet's Ulysses; you have ingtolay hold of the veryfirst op- 

Iieardiae often admire them; and portuni^ to communicate it to< 

I 1 repeated them to him: l^^^i who take so generous a Bhar& 

in all my concerns. 

*'mMy''al'^'Suai''D'Ji'Vo^'manj' Nevertheless, you may depend 

■orrowi; ' upon it, my dear, that thes© 

iHlodi remorae uil sngulsb IdubI tis a,greeable assurances , and hopev 

■ V -;.^''Jl*.i~. . !.« V i>, .r„ii,„.„ of his begunreforination.shallnol 
TTD curb dftftire, to bHns Iba BlubbDra i *_ *j- . J xt » 
- " win, ' makejme forget my caution. Not 

k^dHvort naeond nMiireln thBBonl, Ihatlthick, at worst, anymore 

ISel^Dj'ssmBi^fo's^'"'"''*''"'' tl^^^yow. that ho dare tO harboUT 

^ . a thought injurious to my homourv 

He bad often read these lines, but he la very vaiwija , a-cft. 'On.«« 
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is an apparent, and even an ac- 
knawlcdijed ud fixedness in hib 
temper, which at times gives [mt 
imeaBiness. I am resolved there- 
fore to keep him at distance from 
mj petBon and my tlioughts 
much as 1 can: for nlietlicr 
men are or aie not encroaclicrs, 1 
am sure Mr. Lovelace is one. 

Hence it is that I have always 
cast about, and will continue to 
cast about, what ends he may 
Lave in view from (^';v proposal, or 
fi'om dial report. In a word, 
though hopeful of the be!<l , I will 
always be fearful of the wnc'l, in 
everything that admits of doubt. 
For it is better, in such a siluation 
as mine, to apprehend without 
cause, than to subject myself 
to surprise for want of fore- 
thought. 

Mr. Lovelace is gone to Wind- 
sor, having left two Bcrvanla to at 
tend me. He purjioaos to be back 
to-morrow. 

I have written to 
Hervey, to supplicate her Interest 
in my behalt, for my clothes, 
books, and money; signifyingto 
her, "That, if I may be restored 
to the favour of my family, and 
allowed a negative only, aa to anj 
man who may be proposed to me, 
and be used like a daughter, a 
1 a sister, 1 wilt stand by 
my offer to live single, and sub* 
rnit, as T ought, to a negative from 
my father, Intimating, never- 
theless, "That it were perhaps 
better, after the usage I have re- 
ceived from ray brotberniid sister, 
that Ijmay be allowed to be dis- 
tant from them, ai well for their' 



Bskes as |fOT tay own" Cmeaning, 
tie I suppose it will be taken, at 
my dairy-house) — offering' "-to i 
tnie my [father's directions as to I 
the manner I shall live in, the ser- ' 
vants I shall have, and in every ' 
thing that shall shew the dutiful 
subordination to which I am will- 
ing to coufoim," 

My aunt will know by my letter 
to my sister how to direct to me, 
if she be permitted to favour me 
with a line.. 

I am equally earnest mil hey in 
Ihis letter, as I was with lay siiler 
in Ihat I wrote to /ler, to obtain for 
me a speedy reconciliation, that t 
may not be farther precipitated; 
intimating, "That, by a timely 
lenity, all may pass for a misun- 
derstanding only, which, others 
wise, will be thought equally dis- 
graceful tfl them and to me; ap- 
pealing to her for the necessity I 
was under to do what I did." — 

Uad I owned that 1 was over- 
reached, and forced away against 
my intention, might they not, as a 

Eroof of the truthofmy assertion, 
ave insisted upon my immediate 
return t« them! And, ifl did not 
return ,- would they not have rea- 
son to suppose, that I had now al- 
teredmy mind (if such were my 
inind), or had not thepiiwer to re- 
turn? — Thenwcreltohavegone 
back, must it not have been upon 
their own terms? No einiiHimn- 
ingiiAlh a/'ather! is amaximwilh 
my father and withmy unclcB. If 
I wouldhavefgone, Mr, Lovelace 
would have qppos'ed it. So I must 
have been under his control, or 
have run away from him, as it is 



BUppOscU I did lu bim, from Har- of uij^ charge of vaaity , Lovelace, 

lows Place. In what a giddy, mcthinks thou Bityest. 

tight would this bavo made me ap- And (rue thou sayest: fori have 



^ ' Had he coDBtrttined me, 

could 1 have appealed to my 
frieods for|fJin>|proteotion, with- 
out riaking the very consequences, 
to prevent which (setting up iny- 
eelf presumptuouBly, aa a middle 

Jeraou between itaming spuite' 
ave run into such teiTible incc 



Uut, ufterall, must it not give 
me great anguish of mind, tu be 
forced to sanctify, as I may say, 
by my eeeming a/)cr- approbation, 
a meKBure I was ao arttully tricked 
into, Mid which 1 was so much re- 
•olvednot totake? 

How one evil brings on 'another 
i* sorrowfully wjhiesaed to by 

Your evei' obliged and affec- 
tion ati; 

Ci.. Harlowk. 

LBTTCB XXI. 
Mr. LpveUca lo Jolm Belford, Eiq. 
FtWuy, April U. 

THOchort often reproached me, 

Jack, with my vanity, withoutdis- 
liugaiBhing the humorous taru 
that accompanies it; and for 
wbich at tbe same time, that thou 
robbcat me of themeritof it, thou 
admirest me highly. Knvi/ gives 
thee .the mdisiuicUim ; tinfm* in- 
■pirea the aihmroliun: unknown 
to thyself it inspires it. Bat thou 
ftrt too clumsy and too short- 
Rgbteid a mortal , to know how to 
account even for the impulses by 
which thou thyself art moved. 
Well, but this acguit^'tbee not 



ideed a confounded parcel of it 
But, if men of parts may not be 
allowed to be vain , who should? 
Aud yet, upon second thoughts, 
men of parts have the least occa- 
lon of any to be vain; since the 
'Orld (ao fewof f'lem are there in 
it) are ready to find them out, and 
extol them. If a foot can be made 
sensible that there is a. man who 
understtuiding than liini- 
ndf, he U ready enough to con- 
liude , tbat uucu a man must be a 
■eiy extraordinary creature. 

And what, at this rale, is the 
general conclusion to be drawn 
rom the premises? — Is it not, 
that no man ought to be vain V — 
Uut what if a man can't help it! — 
This, perhaps, may be wjcaae.- 
But tber« is'vothing upon which I 
value myself so much as npon my 
nlioim. And for the soul of 
I cannot help letting it be ' 
seen that 1 do. Yet this vanity 

may be-a means, perhaps, to 

throw me with this sagacious 

She is very appreheiisi' 
I see. I have studied before har 
and Miss Howe, as often as I huve 
been with tltem, to pnas for. 
giddy, theugbtlesscreaturo. What 
a folly then to be so expa- 
tiaiirijjhj sincere in my answei 
to her home put, upon the 
noisea within the garden? — But 
such success having attended that 
contrivance [success, Jack, baa I 
blown many a man upl\ini(Q'UX9ftd. i 
vanity got Uppetnioa\., asA^sa\J^ 
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down my caution. The menace to 
have secreted S6]inea, and that 
otiier, that I had thouehts to run 
away with her foolish brother, 
and of my project to revenge her 
upon the two servants, so much 
terrified the dear creature, that I 
was forced- to sit down to muse 
after means to put myself right in 
her opinion. 

Some favourable incidents, at 
the time, tumbled in from my 
agent in her family; at least such 
as I was deitermii^ed to 7nake 
favourable: and therefore I de- 
sired admittance; and this be- 
fore she could resolve any. thing 
against me; that is to say, while 
her admiration of my intrepidity 
kept resolution in suspense. 

Accordingly, I prepared mjrself 
to be all gentleness , all obliging- 
ness , all serenity ; and as I have 
now-and-then, and always hady 
more or less, good motions pop up 
in my mind, I encouraged and 
collected every thing of this sort 
that I had ever had from novice- 
hood to maturity \not long in re- 
collecting. Jack], in order to bring 
the dear creature into good 
humour with me:* and, who 
knows, thought I, if I can hold it, 
and proceed „ but I niay be able to 
lay a foundation fit to build my 
grand scheme upon I — Love, 
Siought I, is not naturally a 
doubter: Fear is: I will try to 
banish th^ latter: nothing then 
but love will remain, Crkdulitt is 
the god of love's prime minister; 
and they never are asunder. 



He then kicqtKiints tus .friend tmti 
what passed between him and 
the lady, in relation to his ad- 
vices from Harlowe Place, and 
to his proposals about lodgfngs, 
pretty much to the samepurpose 
as in her preceding letter. 

When becomes to mention his pro- 
posal of the Windsor lodgings, 
thus he expresses himself: 

Now, Belford, can it enter into 
thy leaden head what I meant by 
this proposal? — I know it can- 
not. And so ril tell thee. 

To leave her for a day or two, 
with a view to serve her hy my ab- 
sence, would, as I thought, look 
like confiding in her favour. I 
could not think of leaving her, 
thou knowest , while I had reason 
to believe her friends would 
pursue us; and I be^an to appre- 
hend that she would suspect that 
I made a pretence of that inten- 
tional pursuit to keep about her 
and with her. But now that they 
had declared against it, and that 
they would not receive her if she 
went back (a declaration she had 
better hear first fi'om me than 
from Miss Howe, or any other), 
what should hinder me from 
giving her this mark of my 
obedience; especially as I could 
leave Will, who is a clever fellow, 
and can do any thing but write 
and spell, and Lord M.*8 Jonas 
(not as guards , to be sure, but as 
attendants only) ; the latter to be 
dispatched to me occasionally by 
the former, whom I could acquaint 
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had said, p. 96, that he would I '^^^"^y?^*^®^^ 
ibmuiiJon bis MtMJkinr-hHTHP. A a. TneH 1 WanteO 



vibroMtJoi bjs ataiking-horaet &q. Then I wanted to inform my- 



rrjkBism barlows. 



79 



Kit V^ I b>id XKit eOBSTfttlllAtaiy 

lenen 6om Lady Sandi mndLadj 
Bettj. aad firon mr ntwaint Men- 
tigve, to vliom 1 lud^irritteii. 
giorriii^ in mv beloredTs eBcape; 
vtudi lecten. If prDpeiiy worded, 
■ight be nudeneecssaxj to shew 
her MS matter* pi oc cc d. 

As to Wiodaor, I luul no dedgn 
to canj her pardculariy thither: 
hat somewho^e it was proper to 
nime. as she eondeBceoded to ask 
Bj adriee about it. London I 
dnnt not; bnt yeiy cantioosly: 
lod so as to make it her own op> 
tion: for I- most tell thee, that 
there is such a perverseness in the 
aex, that when they ask your ad- 
fiee, they do it only to know your 
opinion, that thev ma]^ oppose it: 
toongh.bad not tlie tlung in ques- 
tion been vocir choice, perhaps it 
had been theirs, 

I conld easily give reasons 
against Windsor, after I had pre- 
toided to be there; and this would 
have looked the better, as it was a 
plaee of my own nomination; and 
shewn her that I had no fixed 
Kheme. Never was there in wo- 
man such a sagacious, such an 
all-aliye apprehension, as in this, 
fet it is a grievous thin^ to an 
honest man to be suspected. 

Then , in my goine or return . I 
can call upon Mrs. Greme. Sne 
and my beloved had a great deal 
of talk together. If I knew what 
it was about; and-that either^ upon 
their first acquaintance, was for 
benefittingherself by the o/7;er; I 
might contrive to serve them hotJi 
wiuiout hurting myself; for these 
are the most prudent ways of 



doinc friendships^ and what are 
,not ^>Uowetl by re{:T>fts, though 

the srrretl should prove nugrat^ 
|ful. Then Mi^ Greme corresponds 
■ by pen and ink with hear fanner- 
{sister where we are: something 
'may possibly arise 7A<tiway« eithcT 

of a convenient nature « witick i 

ma^ furauf: or of an inconvenient^ 

j AlKHiiff I'f carrfui of had' <?fX»r,<, 
I is a maxim with me in all my 
exploits. Whoever knows me. 
knows t hat 1 am no proud man. I 
can talk as familiarly to sen*ants 
as to principals, when I have a 
mind to make it worth their whilo 
to oblige me in any thing. Then 
sen*ants are but as the common 
soldiers in an army. They do all 
the mischief; frequently without 
malice, and merely, goitti stiul^i* 
for mischief sake. 

I am most apprehensive about 
Miss Howe. She uas a confounded 
deal of wit, and wants only a sub^ 
ject, to shew as much rog[ucry: 
and should I be outwitted with sal 
my sententious, boasted conceit 
of my own noslnim-montfenthip ^ 
[/ loce to plague (hee^ who art a pre* 
tender to accuracft , and a surface* . 
skimmer m leaniinoy with out-of- 
the-way words andpnrases] I should 
certainly hang, drowp, or shoot 
myself. 

Poor Hickman! I pity him for 
the prospect he has with such a 
virago! But the fellow's a fool, 
God wot! And now I think of it, 
it is absolutely necessary for com- 
plete happiness in the married 
state that one should be a fool [on 
argument I once \ie\^ m^^ci xk^^ 
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very Wibb Howe]. But then the .moored at for repairs studied for 



fool should know the other's 
superiority,^ otherwise the obsti- 
nate one will disappoint the wise 
one. 

^ut my a^nt Joseph has helped 
to secure this quarter, as I have 
hinted to thee more than once. 

LETTER XXn. 
Mr. Lqvelace to John Belford, Esq. 

In Continuation. 

But is it not a confounded thing 
that I cannot fasten an obligation 
upon this proud beauty? I have 
two motives in endeavouring to 
prevail upon her to accept of 
money and raiment from me: one; 
the real pleasure I should have in 
the accommodating of the haughty 
maid; and to think there was 
something near her and upon her, 
that I could call mine; the other 
in order to abate her severity, and 
humble her a little. 

Nothing more effectually brings 
down a proud spirit , than a sense 

of lying under pecuniary*^ obliga- lighti^ul, than for lovers to be con- 
tions. This has always made me ferring and receiving obligations 



rather than really wanted? To be 

E rated to by ^ bumpkin with his 
at on , and his arms folded , as if 
he defied ^ronr expectations of 
that sort; his foot nrmly fixed as 
if upon his own ^ound, and you 
forced to take his arch leers and 
stupid ^ibes? he intimating by 
the whole of his conduct, that he 
had had it in his power to oblige 
you , and , if you behave civilly, 
may oblige you again? — I, who 
think I nave a right to break 
every man*s head I pass by, if I 
like i^ot his looks , to bear this ! ^ 
No miore could I do it, than I could 
borrow of/an insolent uncle, or in- 
quisitive aunt , who would thence* 
think themselves entitled to hav6 
an account of all my life and ac- 
tions laid before them for their 
review and censure. 

My charmer, I see, has a pride 
like my own: but she has no dis' 
tinction in her pride: nor knows 
the pretty fool , that there is no- 
thing nooler, nothing more de- 



solicitous to avoid laying myself 
under any such: yet sometimes, 
formerly, have I been put to it, 
and cursed the tardy revolution 
of the quarterljr periods. And yet 
I ever made shift to avoid antici 



tn 



the Colo's belly, as Lord M.*s 

Ehraseis: for what is that, but to 
old our lands upon tenanl- 
courtesy y the vilest of all tenures? 
To be deiyed a fox>chase, for fear 
of breaking down a fence upon 



from each other. In this veiy 
farm>yard, to give thee a familiar 
instance, I have more than once 
seen this remark illustrated. A 
strutting rascal of a cock have I 
beheld chuck, chuck, chuck, 



pations: I never would eat the calf\chuck'ms his mistress to him, 

when he has found a single bar- 
ley-corn, taking it up with his 
bill , and letting it drop five or six 
times, still repeating his chucking 
i^vitationr and when two or three 
of his featfi^ed ladies strive who 



my own grounds? To ' be cla- shall be the first for*t [O Jack'^a 
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^nocit u a Orand Signor of a h!ril!\ ill; a violent rheumatic disorder, 

^Bfie directs the bill of the foremoat nbichbaa obliged herto leave her 

r.to it; Mud wlien she baa got the place, confines her to her cham- 

r dirty pearl, he struts over her ber. Poor Hannahl How I pity 

K with an erected crest, aud ivith an the girl I These tbings are very 

r fsulting chuck — |a chuck- aw-aiF- hard upOD industrions servaotsl 

sw, circling round her with dropt — I intend to make the poor 

iringa , aweeping the diiat in wench a small present on the oc- 

iMitnDte court-ship; while the ob- CHsJon — 1 know it will obbge my 

liged she, half-ahy, half-willing, charmer. 

by her co wring tail, prepared Andso, Jack, p.^/^nr/mj no(«. 

, honest love to her lady; but now 

H^htn-he comes to llini pari nfhit I have greater regard for her tbaa 

narralive wlivre ha ineiilioni the ever. Calamity, though a poor 

I propoiing nf the laili)'i maid aervaut's calaouty, willrather in- 

I Hannah, or one of I'lie young creaae than diminish good-will, 

Sorlmg^J,toatleiidlier,thtuhB with a truly generous maater or 



Now, Belford, canst thou ima-| As tooncof theyoungSorlings'a 
gine wnat I meant by proposing attendance, there was nothing at 
liinnah, oroncof the girls here, all in proposing that; for if either 
for her attendant? I'll give thee of them had becu chosen by Ver, 
amonth to guess. land permitted by the nwther, [iw 

Thou wilt not pretend to guess, clmnccs in ilvill] it would hava 
thou aay'at. . becu only till I had fixed upon an- 

Well, then, ri! tell thee. other. And, if afterwards they 

Believiug she would certainly bad been loth to part, I could 
propose to have that favourite easily have given my beloved a 
wench about her, as soon as she jealousy, which would have dona 
was a little settled , I had caused the business; or to the girl, who 
thegirltoba inquired after, with would have quitted her country 
uinteut to make interest, some- 'h'ary, such a relish for a Lnndnn 
howorother.thfttaraonth'swam- one, as would have made it vey 
ing should be insisted ou by her convenient for her to fall in love 
mister or miatrcsa, or by some witli Will; or perhaps I could 
other means, which I had not dc- have done still better fur her with 
lined upon, to prevent, her Lord M.'s chaplain, who ia ver^ 
lingtoher. itut fortune fights desirous of atanding well with his .^ 
me. The wench is lui^ily lord's presumptive heir. /'^^V 

Oartita. H. ft /'S^/ 




TUB HIBTOKT C 



82 -"X, 

A bletigiDg on \h^ honest heart, 
-LovefSoe! tBff«T( aay; for thou 
art for proriding'fof every body ! 

He gives an account <^ the terion 
pari tif their conversation , . wil, 
no greal variation from thelady' 
account qfit: andui/ien hecoinr 
to thatjiart of it, where lie bid 
her remember, that r^antiutio, 
cannot lea sudden thing, he asks 
hitfrieiid: 



BO agreeable a mannw (and uiea 
her voice is all harmony when she 
touches a subject she ie> pleased 
iritli), that I could have Uatrnted 

toherforhalf adaytoeether. But 
yet I am afraid, if ehafallt, sa 
tbey zM it, aha will lose a goitd 
(leiLl of that pathos, of that noble 
flelf-confideoce , which gives a 
good person , as I now see, a 
visibly, Superiority over one no( bo 



Is not this fair play? la it not 
dealing iugenuonslyV Then the 
observation, Iwillbelold to say. 

isfouadedin(ru(Aandna(urf. But - , ■ t. .- > . 

there waa a little touch of policu But, aftei.all, Belford, 1 would 
in it besides ; that the lady, if I fai" kno" ivhy'people call such 

should fly out again, should not '"■"" '' ""■* — ' 

think, mo too gross an hypocrite; 
for, as I plainly told her, I was 
ajraid, thatmy fits of reformation 
were hut fits and sallies; but I 
hoped hi?r example would G: 
thorn into habits. But it is bo dis 
couragiiig a thing to have my tno 
nttorso very goodl — I proteal I 
know not how to look up at herl 
Mow, as I am thinking, if I could 
pull her down a Utile nearer to 
my own level j that is to Bay,could 
prevail upon her to do something 
that would argue imperfecllim, 
something lu repent uf; we should 
jog on much more equally, and be 
better able to comprehend one 
another: and sotheoomfort would 
be mutual, and the remorse not all 
on one side. 
He achunohdges that he was 

grently ajfevted and pleased with 

itta lady's serious argtimenli 



free livers as you and me A. 
(TiVe.!. — 'I'huts 6; word I hatej 
and should tiika H v?ry ill to be 
called by it. For myself, I have- 
as good motions, and, perhapa, 
have them as frequently as any 
body: all the business is, they 
don t hold; or, to speak more in 
character, 1 diin't take the card 
tome do to conceal my lapses. 



Bntnrda^, April IG. 

pretty muoh pressed 
in time, and oppressed oy my 
mother's watchfulness, I will write 
a few lines upon the new light 
that has broken in upon yonr gen~ 
tleman ; and send it by a parti- 
cular hand. 

I know not what to think of him 
upon it. He talks well; but judge 



the time; but men then mat ap- htm by Bowe'a lines, be is certain- 
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a dissrinbler, odious as tlio sin of alodeing, likewise IooIib well. 
hjpocrisf , aod, as be saja, that And I thiiik there is nothiog can 



Uier of ingratitude, are to him. 

And praf , my dtar, let me ask, 
luld be have triumphed, ua it is 
id hehaH done, over bo many of 
U BeXihadhenotbeenegregioufl- 

gij^l^ of b-ll' Bins? 

His ingennouanesa is the thing 
staggers me: yet in he cim- 
log enough to know, that who- 
reracuuecB hiniBclf first, blunts 
ieedg«of anadversflry'sacouaa- 



Ue ie c 



.nofdC 



wre IB moro hope of such a one 
isnof a tool: suj there muatbe 
banning to a reformation, 
'beae I will allow in his favour. 
Bottbis, tbatfollows, Itiiitik, 



. coufcasions aiid self-«c 

ift^ons. — Does ho confess any 
as that you Itnew not before, 
that you are not likely to Sad 
t from others? >- If noihing 
e, irhat does he confess to liis 
■a dii«dvantage? You have 
__ lof his duels: jou have heard 
kit BediM^ns. — All the world 
s, , He vtoia, therefore, what it 
nild be to DO purpose to on 
d ka ingenuousness is a salvo 
"Why, this, madam, is no mor€ 
I Hr .Lovelace Mm self ackno n - 



edecB.' 
Well 



...., but what ia now to be 
ione! — You must make the best 
df jour Bitualion ; and as you say, 
n say I, 1 hope that will not be 

Dad; fori like all that he has pro- 
poMd toyou of Windsor, and his 
"Nuon's hoDse. His readineEs to 

eaveyou, andgo himself inquest 



be so properly done, as (whether 
you get to a canon's house or not) 
that the canon should join you to- 
gether in wedlock us soon as pos- 

I much approve, however, of all 
your cautions, of all your vigi- 
lance, and of every thing you 
have done, but of your weeling 
him. Yet, in mv disapprobation 
of that, I jndgeby theeuenfonljj; 
fur who would have divined it 
would have concluded aa it did? 
But he is the devil, by his oivu ac- 
count: and had he run away with 
the wretched Soimes, and yonr 
more wretched brother, and oeea 
himself trautported for life, he 
should have had my free consent 
for all three. 

What use does he make of that 
Joueph Lcinsn! — His ingouuouB- 

foundsme; hut if, my dear, you 
cHu forgive yourbi-other for tlia 
part he put that fellow upon act- 
ing, I don't know whether you 
ought to be angry at Lovelace. 
Yet I have wished fifty times, 
since Lovelace ^ot you away, that 
you were rid ol him, whether it 
were by a burning fever,by hang- 
ing, by drowning, or by a broken 
netk, provided it were before he 
laid you under a npcesaity to go 
into mourning for him. 

I repeat my hitherto- rejected 
offer. May I send it safely by 
your old mao? I have reasons for 
not sending it by Hickman's aer- 
vant, unless 1 had a bank-note. 
Inquiring for auctv taKj cwofto, &^ 
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trnHt. My mothor in bo busy, ao 
iiiituiditivp — ] don't lovo suspi- 
oioiin irnipnni. 
Aiifl iirm nho In oontinually in 

mill (Mti — I iiiunt break oiF. 

• « « 

Mr. Hlrkiniin liogv bis most rc- 
RtHtotful ooinpliinniU to you, witb 
otrf>r of biit vrrvioos. I told biin I 
wvuUl obligo him , booiiuso minds 
111 tnnibb* tako ki.idly any body's 
oiTiliti(>s: but Uiat ho was not to 
lniaffin<» (hat h(» particularly ob- 
lim>3 nw by (his. sinco I should 
think thfp man or woman cither 
Mind or st\H>id who admirt>d not 
iHH»rs\Mi\^fvvn\rcxalt<Hi morit for 
t\Hir own sa\«. and wishod not to 
JiM*\v wni with\Mit WW to other 
re«rat\t thxV^ tb« (KMH>ur ot'swiing. 

myy'.Uw w^th cnMt daintlnowhe 
«aM ;t : Kxt with a ki»« of hi» band, 
a»N^ a Vw to mx- fipet. b^ ho^^.. 
tbat ih%i iiwc taaj's b^in^ wy 
^(frv<>«>£ ^^1 TK-^ i<»»8SW rw TTcrit » t 
tbf TV^-<nv*n« b^ K^ai^y ba** t«r 



He^T^v^ W!>f fT5fT. w>>*t yc^c, »y 

d^^T. sbA^". 'fv^ tJ»».*. 7W^, 

\>Hr ^fibfs" a^s^. aff<v<?,M*arf 



to think the best of him. If hii 
pretences to reformatfon are bui 

Erctences, what most be his intent? 
>ut can the heart of man be so 
very vile? Can he, dare he, mock 
the Almighty? But may I not, 
from one very sad reflection, think 
better of him; that I am thrown 
too much into Jais power, to make 
itneireHsaryfot him (except hewera 
to intend the very utmost villany 
by me) to be such a shocking 
hypocrite? He must, at least, be 
in earnest at the time he gives the 
better hopes. Surely he must. 
You yourself must join with me in 
this hope, or you could not wish 
me to be so dreadfully yoked. 

But, after all, I had rather, 
much rather, be independent <» 
him« and of his family, although I 
have an high opinion of them; at 
least till I see what mv own mtij 
be boHurht tOL — Ot^erwisey I 
thir.k it w«re best for me, at oMe, 
to ca»t mys«It into Lady Bettr^ 
'.^rotLVtiv\a. All w«ukl then De 
k-^3^i^<>^ed with deeencT. aad p»- 
V<a» mazy mortifiealMMi would 

hf'f^tt^ed'TML. But lliei I HHt 

be bf ax all adreMsrui, aad be 
thv-^nr-ht T^-» defr wr own ftauly. 

{.* ..rv araibcaxiaBf Aad yet I 
«iiu)^t xrj^e tbw till I aaaaeltled 

swiznrvhtrf. anii s m 



''^;^ Tnnmin^ . wlndi ahe 
o^v-.v: frnir ner utoer Opcmb hit 

11^ 1 ^cvqaC tegive ber 
wii i: hccsiAiE- " " ~ 
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wt for all the noble family's means 



rn) that! will be pleased 
o make hJB honour. as sbe 
a him, happy." She grounds 
._ offifi'iwnrsi, as she calls it, 
iwawhat he was ao ctindescen/Iing 

n hia way 
re,"iminii to ask if she 
n give him joj? "That 

lovea me: that noi 
weUdeaerved to be beloved: that: 
in every conversation he admireBj 
me still more: that he loves me! 
with such a purity, bb be had 
never believed himEelf capable of, 
or that % mortal creature could 
have inspired him with; looking 
upon one as all simi; as an angel 
sent down to save his;" and a 

Seatdeat more of this sort; "but 
at he apprehends my consent to 
make him baiipy is at a greater 
distance than he wishes, and com- 
plained of the too severe restric- 
lionB 1 had laid upon bim before I 
honoured biaiviiibiay cimfidence: 
ohioh leetnctionenmnlle aimairred 
la him <iji if ihey were parts nf the 
marrivffe contract," &c. 

Wtiat, my dear, sball I say to 

this? How shall I take it? Mrs. 

Greme is « good woman. Mrs. 

Sorllngs is a good woman. And 

lifliis letter agrees with the eoiiver- 

■Jon between Mr. Lovelace and 

>, wbioh I thought, and still 

ink, eo Bgreeable*^. Yet what 

.. |Gr^. 




lan by foregoing Oie 
ippartmiitieg he has had to declare 
\imsclft —Vfhht mean hia com- 
fitainti nf mij retftrirtions to Mrs. 
Greme? Ueisnotabashful man 
But you say, I inspire people with 
an awe of me. — ^ awe, my dear! 
— As how? 

I am quite petulant, fretful, and 
peevish, with myself, at times, to 
find, that I am bound so see the 
workings of this suhde, or this 
ffiil/li/ spirit which shall 1 call it? 
1 How am I punished, as I fre- 
quenlly think, for my vanity, j- 
Ihoping to be an eiainpie to toue^ 
persons of my sei 1 Let me Be but 
a u-arninff, and I will now be con- 
tented. For, be my destiny what 
it may, I shall never be able to 
hold up my head again among my 
beat fiiends and worthiest com- 
panions. 

It is one of the cruellest circum- 
Htancee that attends the faults of 
the inconsiderate, that she makes 
all who love her unhappy, and 
gives joy only to her own enemies, 
and to the enemies of her family. 

What an useful lesson would 
this afford, were it properly in- 
culcated at the time that tha 
Imiipted mind was balancing upon 
a doubtful adventure? 

You know not, my dear, the 
worth of a virtuous man; and, 
noble-minded as yon are in moat 
particulars, you partake of the 
common weakness of human na> 
tiire, in being apt to slight what is 

You would not think of using 
Mr.Lovelace, were he your suiAftx., 
as jou do tUe mwc'ii ■morims^'^&i- 
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Hickman — would you? — You 
know who says in my mother*s 
case, " Much mil bear, much shall 
bear, all the world through*." 
Mr. Hickman , I fancy, would be 
glad to know the lady s name who 
made such an observation. He 
would think it, hardly possible but 
such a one should benefit by her 
own remark J and would be apt to 
wish his Miss Howe acquainted 
with her. 

Gentleness of heart, surely, is 
not despicable in a man. Why, if 
it be , is the highest distinction a 
man can arrive at that of a gentle- 
man f — A distinction which a 
prince may not deserve. For man- 
ners, more than birth, fortune, or 
title, are requisite in this character. 
Manners are indeed the essence of 
it. And shall it be generally said, 
and Miss Howe not be an excep- 
tion to it (as once you wrote), that 
our sex are best dealt with by 
boisterous and unruly spirits**. 

Forgive me , my dear, and love 
me as you used to do. For although 
my fortunes are changed, my heart 
is not: nor ever will, while it bids 
my pen tell you, that it must cease 
to beat, when it is not as much 
yours, as 

Your 
Clarissa Haslowe's. 

LETTER XXV. 
Miss Olarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Satarday evenixig. 

Mb. Lovelace has seen divers 
apartments at Windsor; but not 

* See Vol. I. p. 44. 
** See Vol. IL p. 7. 



one, he says, that he thought fit 
for me, and which, at the same 
time, answered my description. 

He has been very solicitous to 
keep to the letter of my instruc- 
tions; which looks well; and the 
better I like him, as, although he 
proposed that town, he came back 
dissuading me from it: for he said, ' 
that, in his journey from thence, 
he had thought Windsor, although 
of| his own proposal , a wrong 
choice^ because I coveted privacy, 
and that was a place generauy. 
visited and admired*. 

I told him, that if Mrs. Sorlings 
thought me not an incumbrance, 
I would be willing to stay here a 
little loDger; provided he would 
leave me , and go to Lord M.*s ot 
to London, whichever he thought 
best. 

He hoped, he said, that he 
might suppose me absolutely safe 
from the msults or attempts of my 
brother; and, therefore, if it would 
make me easier, he would obey, 
for a few. days at least. 

He again proposed to send for 
Hannah, I told him I designed to * 
do so, through you — and shall I 
beg of you, my dear, to cause the 
honest creature to be sent to? 
Your faithful Robert, I think, 
knows where she is. Perhaps she 
will be permitted to quit her place 
directly, b^ allowing a month's 
wages, which: I- will repay her. 
He took notice of the serious 
humour he found me in , and of 
the redness of my eyes. I had just 

* This inference of the lady in hla 
faroar is exactly what lie had hoped fox, 
8ee p. 79. 



been answering your letter; and 
lud he not approached me , on liis 
eomiiig off dU journey, in a very 
"" " Mtful manner; had he not 
9 an unexceptionable report 
of hie inquiries] &nd beeaso ready 
to go from me, at' the very first 
Vordi I was prepared (uotwit]> 
ibuidiiig the good terms we parted 
Bponwlien he set out for Windsor) 
Jiave given him a, very nnwel- 
jome reception : for the conteiits 
if your laat letter had bo affected 
le, that the moment I saw him, 1 
eheld with indignation the ae- 
ncer, who had been the cause 
f all the evils I suffer, and have 
nSiBred. 

He hinted to me, that he had 
eceiyed a letter fi-omLadyUetty, 
ind another (as I understood him) 
ram one of the Miss Montagues, 
S Ihey take notice of mc in them, 
Iwonderthathe did not acquaint 
me with the contents. I am afraid, 
my dear, that his relations are 
mong those who think I have 
'ken a rash and inescuaable step. 
Unotto nxYcredi! to \etei:en ihfin 
lOW how I have been friyhlfid ■•id 
' myKlfr and yet perhaps they 

a hold me unworthy of their 

^llance, if they were to think my 
Tght a voluntary one. " 
ear, how uneasy to u 
iflections npon every doubtful 
Bdurence, when wc know we 
hare been prevailed upon to do a 
g thing! 



Anl this man, my dear! WOj 
have Imd warmer dialogues than 
ever yet we havejhad. At fair 
argninent I find 1 need not fear 



him;* but beia suchawild, such 
an ungovernable creature, \ke re- 
formed !] that J am half-afraid oi 

He again, on my declaring 
myself imoasy at his stay with me 
here, proposed that I would put 
myself into Lady Betty's protee- 
tioni aaaurlng me that he thought 
he could not leave me at Mrs. 
Sorlinga's with safety 1o myself. 
And upon my declining to do that 
for the reasons I gave yon in my 
last**, he urged me lo make a 
demand of my estate. 

He knew it, I told him, to be 
my resolution not to litigate with 
my father. 

Nor would he put mo upon it, 
he replied, hut as the last thing. 
But if my spirit would not permit, 
me to be nbtiged, as I called it, to 
anybody; and yel if my relations, 
would refuse me my own; he kuew 
not how I could keep up that 
spirit, without being put to in- 
conveuieucea, which would give 
him infinite concern — unless- 
un less -unless, he said hesitating, 
as \f afraid to speak out — Unless 
1 would take the only method I 
cn.u/fl.take to obtain the possoesion 
of my own. 

What is ilml, sir? 

Sure the man saw by my looks, 
when be came with bis cieeping 
imlenff, that I gacsBed what ha, 
meant. 

Ah ! madam , can you he at a 
loss to know what that method is? 
— They will not dispute with a 
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Biafi that right which they ^ , , ^ 

contest with T/Dti. ^upon that condition, w uiuiku^ 

Whysaid lie with a man inatead more of you, you will acqnieaoe. 
of with him ? Yet he looked as if i I was williDg to try whether b^. 
be wautcd to be encouraged toibad theTegard to n// my preriotO' 
Bay more. declarations which he pretendd 

So, sir, you would have me em- to have to seme of them, ■" 

ploy alaiiyeriwould you,uotwith- He ttaa struck into confusioii, 
atandiiigwhatlhavo everdeclared What say you, Mr. Lovelacafl 
as to litigating with my fatherV JYou know all you n * * 

No, 1 would not, my dearest my good. Surely Is 
creature, enatchingmy hand, andmistress: surely I need nOt B 
prcBaing it with his lips — eicept ' your leave to make what teims'l 
you would make me the lawyer. please for myself, to long a» i 

Had he eaid me at first, I she iild j Orea£ none with yan? 
have been above the affectation of I He hemmed twice or thrice. - 
mentioning a lawver. Why, madam, why inadam, I ol 

I blushed. The man pnrsuedlnot say — then panaing — *— ^ 
not the subject bo ardently, bnt rising from hie seat, with petoF^ 
that it was more easy as well asjance; I see plainly enough, said 
more natural to avoid it than to he, the reason why none of my 
fall into it. proposals can be accepted : at Uut, 

Would to heaven he might, j lam to be a sacrifice to your ib- 
without offending! — But 1 so conciliation with your implacabW 
over-awed him! — [ouer-awerfhim I family, ' 

— ^iiur* notion my dear Ij And so | It has always been your respeoW 
I the over-awed, bashfiil man went ful way. Mr. Lovelace, to treat m^ 
offfcom the subject, repeating his family in this free manner. But 
proposal, that 1 would ,domaad . pray, sir, when you call olAfrs in 
my own estate, or empower some placable, see tb at you deserve ni 
man of the law to demand it , if 1 1 the same censure yourself. ^^- 

mould not [he put in] empower a! He must needs say, there waft 
happier man to demand it. But it ' no love lost between some of i^ 
could not be amiss, he thought, to | family and him; but he had nolj 
acquaint my two trustees, that T 'deserved of f/ierii what they had cj^ 
intended to assume it. \kim. 

I should know better what to; Yourself being judge, I mip 
do, I told him, when he was at a pose, sir? '^^ 

distance from me, and knovm to, All the world, you yonraelKI 



u 



I suppose, sir, that if my madam, beine jndge. 
father should propose my return, I I'hen, sir, let me tell you, bad 
and engage never to mention youbeen leas upon your defiances,, 
^olmeatome, nor any other man, they would nothave been irritatei 
~ p.Sff. fiomuchagamat jav].. Butnobo4]~ 
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I eTerheard,tliat avowed despite to sent to my abandouing of mj 
ibe relationa of a persoa was a father's house — 
" " )r courtship, either to that Always, madam , and for ei'er, 
B or to her friendB. to be reminded of the choice you 

Well, madam, all (bat I knon trould have made of that d — n'd 
k, that their malice against me is Solmes — rather than — 
neb, that if you determine to sa- Not so haatyl not ed rasb, Mr. 
bifice tne, yoa may be reconciled Lovelace I I am convinced that 
vben TOQ please. there was uo iutentiou to many 

' And all that 1 know, sir, is, that me to that Solmes on Wednesday. 
' I do give my father the power So I am told they now give out, 
ftoegative, and he will he con- in order to justify themselves at 

nted with lft(t(, it will be but my yourexpenae. Every body living, 

iuti/ to give it him; and if I madam, isobliged to yonforyonr 
~!Berve one to myaelf, I shall kind thoughts out I. 

:ak through no obligation to Excuse nic, ffimil Mr. Lovelace 
<u. I [waving my hand and howing]. 

Your duty to your eapriciouB that I am willhig to think the best 
■nlAer , not to your father, you of ray father. 
lean^madam. { CharoiiHg creaturel said he. 

If tbe dispute lay between my with what a bewitching air is that 
wtherandme at/!;jif, surely, sir, saidl — And with a veliemence in 
father may choose which party his manner would have snatched 
will take. my band. But I withdrew it, being 

He moy, madam -.^ but that much oiFendcd with him. 
Bn^ta him not from blamo for Ilhiiik, madam, mysufferinga 
thfttgif betake tbe wrong — for your sake might have entitled 
Different people will judge dif- me to some favour. 
rently.Mr.liovelaee.of the right JI/j sufferings, sir, foryourim- 
id tbe wrong, luu judge asyou petuousTiempcr, set against your 
CKse. Shall not others as Ihei/ sufferings, formif gttite, Ihumbly 
ease? And who has a right to conceive, leave me very little your 
Otrol a father's judgment in his debtor. 

rsfomily, and in relation to bis Lordt madam [assuming & 
.n) child? drolliug air| what hare you suf- 

I know, madam, there is no feredl — Nothing hut what yoa 
— njng with you. But, never- can easilv forgive. Youhavebeen 
leiess, I bad hoped to have made itnlff made a prisoner in your fa- 
lyaelf some little merit with vou, thcr's bouse, Dy the way of doing 
i fts that I might not have been credit to your judgment! — You 
le prefintitiari/ aacri/ice to a re- have t>n!ii had an innocent and 
mciliation. faithful servant turned out of your 

Your hope, sir, had been better aei-vicc because you loved her — 
-landed, if you bad bad my con- you have "niy boA ^•ssa wsWrf* 
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confident servant set over you, 
with leave to tease and afiont 
youl — 

Very well, sir! 

Tou have only had an insolent 
brother take upon him to treat 
you like a slave, and as insolent a 
sister to undermine you in eveiy 
body's favour, on pretence to keep 
you out of hands, which, if as vile 
as they vilely report, are not, how- 
ever, half so vile and cruel as their 
own! 

Go on, sir, if you please! 

You Jiave only been persecuted, 
in order to obhge you to have a 
sordid fellow, whom vou have 

Erofessed to hate, and whom every 
ody despises! The licence has 
b^en only got! the parson has 
only been had in readiness! The 
day a near, a very near day, has 
been only fixed! And you were 
only to be searched for ^our cor- 
respondencies , and still closer 
confined, till the day came, in 
order to deprive you of all means 
of escaping the snare laid for 
you! — But all this you can for- 
give ! You can wish you had stood 
aU this ; inevitable as the compul- 
sion must have been! — And the 
man who, at the hazard of his life, 
has delivered you from all these 
mortifidations , is the only person 
you cannot forgive! 

Can't you go on, sir? You see I 
h^ve patience to hear you. Can't 
you g6 on, iir? 

I can, mkdam, with my suffer- 
ings: which I confess ought not 
to be mentioned , were I at last 
to be rewarded in the manner I 
hoped. 



I Your sufferings, then if you 
please, sir? 

— Affrontingly forbidden your 
father's house, after encourage- 
ment given, without any reasouf 
they knew not before tp justify 
the prohibition: forced upon 4 
rencounter I wished to avoid j thQ 
first I ever , so provoked , wished 
to avoid. And that, because the 
wretch was your brother ! 

Wretch, sir! — And my bro- 
ther! — This could be from no 
man breathing but from him be- 
fore me! 

Pardon me, madam ! — But oh I 
how unworthy to be your brother ! 
— The quarrel grafted upon an^ 
old one when isit college; he uni- 
versally known to be tjie aggres- 
sor: revived for views equally 
.sordid, and injurious^ both tp 
■yourself and me — giving life to- 
him who would have taken away 
mine ! 

Your generosity this, sir; not 
your sufferings: A little more of 
yonr sufferings, if you please; — I 
nope you do njpt repent that you 
did not murder, my brother ! 

My private life hunted into! 
My morals decried ! Some of the 
accusers not unfaulty I 

Thaf s an aspersion, sir ! 

Spies set upon my conduct! 
One hired to bribe my own ser- 
vant's fidelity; perhaj^s \o have 
poisoned me at last, iCthe honest 
fellow had not — 

Facts, Mr. Lovelace! — Dj&yqu 

want facts in the display of your 

sufferings? — None of your per* 

I haps\<f I beseech you ! 

I Menaces every day, and de- 
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b^i 



fiances, put into every one's 
mouth against me! Forced to 
creep about in disguises — and to 
watch all Soitr* — 

And iaatl weafhern, I suppose, 
that, I remember, was ouce 



aiisinK from yourself, uot 
posed Dy me. 

^ — Like a thief, or an uvc a 

^ ■opper, proceeded he; and yet 

iLthei by birth nor alliances nn- 1 



while to justify yourself. Had I 
not thought you used in an un- 
gentiemanly manner, as 1 have 
heretofore told you, you had not 
had my notice by pen and ink*. 
That notice gave you a supposed 
security , and you generously 
defied my frienda the more for it: 
and this brought upon me (per- 
liaps not undeserved fy) my father's 
displeasure; without which, my 
brother's private pique, and sel- 
" ' ' , would have wanted & 



sr^y of fAciV relation, whatever foundation to build lipon: so that 

may be and am of their ad- for all that followed of my treat- 

irable daughter: of whom they ,-| meat and your redundant im/yi, 

vry oseofihem, are at least a.t'l might thank you principally, as 

imworthy! — These, madam, I'you may yourself, for all your 

sail miSerings; jiull;/ cull so; itisu/ferini/ii, your tni^Ac^ sufferings I 

~'' last I am to be sacrificed to an i — And if, voluble sir, you harS' 

perfect reconciliation — ini;)n-- 1 founded any merit upon them, be' 

eet, I say : for, can you expect to so good as to revoke it : and look i 

so mnch as lolerablif underjupon me, with mv forfeited repu- 

same roof, after all that hasjtation, as the only sufferer — for 

led with that brother audi what — pray hear me out, air, [for 

■ister? I be was going to speak] have you 

Osir, sirl what suSierings have suffered in, but your pride? your* 

oiHsbeen! And alt formy 3akc,'rcputation ciri^ilnul suffer: fAof it 

warrant! — 1 can never reward! was benei^th you to be solicitous 

xm. for them! — Never think of about. And had you not been an 

le more, I beseech you — how | unmanageable man, Ishould not 

■n yon have patience with me? j have been driven to the eilremity, 

- Nothing; has been owing to I now every hour, as the hour 

your own behaviour, I presume; passes, deplore — with this addi- 

■"ithing to your defiances for do- tional reflection upon myself, that 

mces: nothing to your resolu- I ought not to nave bei/un, or 

DD declared more than once, having begun, not i^nnf muni a cor- 

■at yon would be related to a respondencewithonewho thought 

siily, whid), nevertheless, you it not worth his while to clear bii" 

ntold not stoop to ask a relation own character for mg "uit?, o- *~ 

S: notbiag, in short, to courses submit to loj father for his own, 

Fhich every body blamed you for, in a point wherein every fathe* 

w] not thinking it worth your ought to have an option — 
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liking. 1 Buw uoib, \yj the i 
versation tliat had paJtsed, n 
naa his boasted regard to my 
jtinciiiins; and abould take 
aeasures ac cording! j, as 
ihould soon find. And witl 



He obeyed: and that with 
treme complaisance ' ' ' 



Darkness, light; light, dark- 
ness; by my soul; — juat as you 
please to have it. charmer of 
my heart! snatching my haod, 
and pressiog it betvreen both his, 
to hia lips iu a strange wild way, 
Take me take me to youreelf: 
mould me as you please: I am 
in your hands; give me your 
impression; ana seal me for i 
yours, — We were bom for each 
other! — You to make me happy, 
and save a soul — I am all error, 
all crime. I see what I ought to 
have done. But do you. think, 
madam, I caa willingly consent " " 
be sacrificed to a partial reco 
ciliation, in which I shall be 

freat, ao irreparable a sufferer ! 
uj thiDg but iliai — include t 
ia your terms; prescribe to me: 
promise for me as you please — 

Eut a baiter about my neck, and 
lad me by it, upou condition of 
forgivenesa on that disgracefot 
penance, and of a prostration as 
servile, to your father's presence 
(your brother absent); and 1 will 
beg his consent at liis feet, and 
bear any thing but spuming from 
bim, because be is your lather. 
But to give you up upon cold 

condititiona, d n me [said the 

ahoekiug wretob] if I either vrill 
or can ! 

These were hia words, as near 
as I can remember ibem: for his 
behaviour was so strangely wild 
and fervent, that I was perfectly 
frighted. X thought he would[amiu>ivag).._ . 
have devoured my hand. I wished him. I wish I 
myself a thousand miles distant Ibiapt 
frwa bini, 
Jtoldbhn, I by no 

T 



but with hJB complex 
heightened, and a countenancw 
greatly dissatisfied. 

But, on recollecting all t 
passed, I plainly see, that 
means not, if he can help it, 
leave to me the liberty of letwA 
bim; which I had neverthel 
preserved a rigid to do ; but lot 
upon me as lag, by a strange a 
of obligation, for having run m 
with me against my witC, 

Yet you see he :but toned 
upon the edges of matri 
neither. And tbat at a 
generally, when he has i ^ 
excited my passions or apprehl 
aioiis; so that I cannot at at 
descend. But surely this cam 
be hia design, — And yet aa 
seemed to be his behaviour to i 
aister*, when he provoked he> 
refuse bim and ao tamely n 

tted, as he did, to her refna 

But he dare not — What q 

" - conceit w 
fairly out 
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bes admittance; in the tiro laat 
wiui nousual eameBtness. liut 1 
have sent him word, I will firat 
finish what I am about. 

What to do about going from 
this place I cannot tell. I could 
its; here with all my heart, as I 
have aaid to bim; the gentle- 
woman and her dauehtere are 
desirous that 1 wilt : although not 
yeryconvenientforthem,Ibelieve, 
neither; but I see lie will not leave 
me while I do — so I muift remove 
Bomewhere. 

I have long been sick of myself ; 



any w 

reduloi , 
it; for yo 



via 






But let me not lose your „ 
opinion. If I do, that lofle"will 
complete the mieforti 



Mini 



, bat this man can, U 
though Matk seems to be his Tn 
tural colour, yet has be take 
great pains \n malie me think hii 
nothing butic'it'Iir. 

'■ ■ you shall judge of him as 
proceed. Only, if 1 any wher 
appear to you to be 
beg you to set me ri 
are a stauder-by, as you say ii 
former*. ^ Would to heaven 
not to play! For I thini 
after all , 1 am lield to a deaperat 
game. 

Before I could finish my last f 

ton, he sent up twice more t 
eg admittHnce. 1 returned f{ 
answer, that I would see him i 
my own time; 1 would neither h 
invaded nor prescribed to. 

Considering bowne parted, an 
my dekying his autlienve, as b 
aometimes calls it, I e;i[iecled bii 
to be i" ■ " 



when 1 admitted ofhis visit; an 
by what I wrote, youwill conclud 
that / was not, Yet mine soo 
changed when I eaw bis eitren 
humility at his entrance, an 
heard what he had to say. 

1 have a letter, madam, said h 
from Lady Betty Lawrance, as 
another from my cousin Chxrlott' 
Hut of these more by-and-by. 
to the shape he assumes at the came now to make my humb 
time. Don't think me the change- acknowledgment to you, upon tl 
able person, I beseech you, if iu : arguments that passed between i 
one letterlcontradictwhat I wrote] BO lately. 

in another; nay, if 1 seem to con- j I waa silent, wondering what 1 
tradict what I said in the aame|Wft9 driving at. 
tetter: for he u a perfect chame- 1 am a most unhappy creatur 
leon; orrather morevariable than'proceeded he: unhappy from 
the chameleon; for that it is said'strangeimpatiencyof agiriti^luf 
cannot assume the red and the' fie«t<U. 



Bun do; nlgbl, Aiirll Id. 

I HAT send to you, although you 
are forbid to write to me; may 1 
not? — For that is not a i-<;-- 
rexpnruleiive (is it?) where letters 
are not amswerCd. 

I am strangely at a loss what to 
tbfok of this man. He is a perfect 
Ptoteus. lean butwrite according 
■- "-- bane he assumes at thr 
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I o&nnot conquer. It alwaja^briags I now, madam, beg your pardon 
u^Min me deeerved humiliation. But for mv impatience: wbalevertemu 
it is morelaudable to acknowledge you tltink proper to comeiDto with 
than to peraevere, when under t£e your relations, which will enable 
powerof conviction. you to honour me wi^ the eon- 

I was still silent. dilianal efiect of your promise to 

I have been considering what me,to thesebe pleased to consent: 

f on proposed to me, madam, that andif Iloseyon, insupportable as 
should acquiescewith such terms that thought is to me, yet, as it 
as you should think proper to must be by my own fault, I ought 
comply with , in order to a recon- to thank myself for it 
ciliation with your friends. I what think you, Misa Howe? 

" Tl^^i'rc'^j II ■ 11 ■ V ^^ y" beheve he can have 

And I find all just, aU right, on ^ny view in thiB'? — I cannot see 
youraide; and ail impatience, all anyhecoiild have; andltbought 
inconsideration, on mine. [jt ^ggt^ ^ he put it in so right a: 

I stared, you may suppose, manner, to appear not to doubt 
Whence this change air? and ao t(,e sinoeritj of hia confession, and 
BOO"? , to accept ot it aa sincere. 

I am so much convinced that tT„+^„„ _».^*„„„„„>» .,» i.j» 
. 1 ._ ,1 ._■,. ! ,1 jxetnen read to me part oi lady 

f^rrto'LTiat^ofthr^i"!! s^^^^^ 

for the future nSatruat myself; '•^^"■''"K' u- "=''hT'l,*^^'V«^ ^^ 
and, if it be possible , whenever i «*'''/'■« "?°"'"F'.i'« "t^^;^^^^^ 
differ with you, take an hour's f?i'-„T^^'i7?/ V the «tyle, 
time for recollection, before I give tl'e «"°?^°'*^ «' .t waa m a cor- 
waytothatvehemenee, which an r'f^"^*'"- . , ^,. ^ 
opposition, to which I have iiotj Itwaa tooplsm.I toldhim, that. 



All this is mighty eood, air: hut 
to what doea it tend? 

Why, nmdam, when I came 
consider what you had proposed 
aa to the terms of reconciliation 
with yourfriends; andwhenlre- 
collected, that you had always 
referred (o yourself to approve or 
reject me, according to my merits 
or demerits: I plainly aaw, that it 
waa rather a amdeacen^'m in you, 
that you were pleased to ask my 
consent to those terms than that 
yon were imposing a, new law- lud 



t is as plain, my dearest 
, saidhe, thatyou, who 
know not of any such faults, but 
by surmise, are equally ready to 
condemn me. — Will not charitv 
allow you to infer, that thetr 
chargea are no better funded? 
— And that my principal fault has 
been carelessness of my character, 
and too little solicitude to clear 
myaelfwhenasijersed? Which, I' 
doaawvreyon, la the cage. 



n5 

Lady Betty, in her letter, ei- the honour of their Aouse," was the 
■easeaherselfinfhemoat obliging uiacnifi cent word, 

" ' '-■'on to me. "She She conclndea with "desiring to 

behave, as to en- be informed of our nuptinlH the 
CDDrBige me to make him soon moment they are celebrated, that 
happy. She desires her compli- ahe may be with the envlieat in 
mentB to me; and expresses ber felicitating me on the happy occa- 
impatience to aee, as her niece, sion." 

■O celebraletl a Iwli/ [those are her | Itut her ladyBhip gives me no 
Ugh words]. She shall take it for , direct invitation to attend her be- 
an honour, aha says, to be put | fore the marriage, which I might 
inlo a way to oblige me. SbeLhave eipctted trom what he had 
hopes I will not too lon^ delayltoldme. 

tbo ceremoiiv; because that per- 1 He then shewed me pait of Misa- 
formed, will be to her, and to Montague's more sprightly letter, 
Ijord M. and Ludy Sarah, a sure! "congratulating him upon tbft. 
-^ei^e of her nephew's merits audi honour he had obtained, of thai 
'good behaviour. cm/i'lence 'if so admiiahle a lady." 

' "'it says, "She was always These are her words. Cnnfidence, 
f to hear of the hardships l|myilearl Nobody, indeed, as yon< 
met with on his account: that say, will believe otherwise, were 
ill be the most ungrateful of I they to be told the truth : and yotp 
bteu, ifhcmakcnotaltnptonie: see that Miss Montague ^andfall 
and that she thinks it incumbent bis family, I suppose) tlnnk the 
Upon all their family, to supply to step I have taken ^aexiraordinaryt 
m^theloatfavourof myowntand, "itf. "She also wishes for hu 
for herpart, uothiogot'that kind,|Bpeedy nuptials; and to see her.'' 
Bhe bids him assure me, shall be newcousinat M.Hall: as do Lord''' 
wanting." M.she tells him and her Bister,and 



Her riidyship observes, "That 
the treatment he hud received 
■fifom my family, would have been 
more unaccountable than it was, 
with such natural and accidental 
luIvantageK as he had, had it not 
' been owin^ to his own careless 
manners. But she hopes thut he 
irill convince the Harlowe family, 
tiiat tbey had thought worse of 
him than bo had deserved; since 
nowitwasiu bis power to establish 
.his character for ever. This she 
prays to God to enable him 
u well for hia own honour 



geiierul all the well-wishers of 
their family. 

" Wheneverthifi happy day sh alio 
be paiiaed, she pro[i03es, shesaya,^ 
to attend me , and to make one in 
my train to M. Hall, if hia lordship/ 
sliall continue aa ill of the gout as 
he is at present. But that shoald 
beget better, he will himself at- 
tend me, sbeissnre, and conduct 
me thither: and afterwards quit 
cither of his three seats to us, till 
we shall be settled to our mind." 

This young lady says nothing 
in eicuse for not meeting me on 
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the road, or St. Albania, as he had 
made me expect she would: yet 
mentiOTkB Jier having been indistposed, 
Mr. Lovelace had also told me, 
that Lord M. was ill of the gout; 
which Miss Montague's letter con- 
firms. 

But why did not the man shew 
me these letters last night? Was 
he afraid of giving me too much 
pleasure? 

LETTEB XXVn. 
MiB8 Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

You may believe, my dear, that 
these letters put me in good 
humour with him. He saw it in my 
countenance, and congratulated 
himself upon it. Yet I cannot but 
repeat my wonder, that I could 
not have the contents of them com- 
municated to me last night*. 

He then m*ged me to go directly 
to Lady Betty's , on the strength 
of her letter. 

But how, saidr, canj do that, 
were I even out of all hope of a 
reconciliation with my friends, 
(which yet, however unlikely to 
be effected, is my dutj^ to attempt) 
as her lad^p^ship has eiven me no 
particular invitation? 

That, he was sure, was owing 
to her doubt that it would be ac- 
cepted—else she had done it with 
the greatest pleasure in the world. 

That doubt itself, I said , was 
enough .to deter me: since her 
ladyship , who knew so well the 
boundaries of the fit and the unfit, 
by her not expecting I would ac- 

* The reader will see how Miss Howe 
acconnts for this in p. 188. 



cept of aM Invitatioii, had she 
eiven it, would have reason to 
tnink me very forward if I had ac- 
cepted it; and much more forward 
to go without it Then, said I, 
1 1 thank you , sir^ I have no clothes 
I fit to go any whither, or to be seen 
by any body. 

0, I was fit to appear in the 
drawing-room, were full dress and 
jewels to be excused ; and should 
make the most amiable [he must 
mean extraordinary] figure there. 
He was astonbhed at the elegance 
of my dress. By what art he knew 
not, but I appeared to such ad- 
vantage, as II I had a different 
suit everyday. Besides, his cousins 
Montague would supply me with 
all I wanted for the present; and 
he would write to Miss Charlotte 
accordingly, if I would give him 
leave. 

Do you think me the jay in the 
fable? said I. Would you have 
me visit the owners of the borrowed 
dresses in their own clothes? 
Surely, Mr. Lovelace, you think 
I have either a very low or a very 
confident mind. 

Would I choose to go to London 
(for a few days only) in order to 
furnish myself with clothes? 

Not at your expense, sir, said 
I , in an angry tone. 

I could not have appeared m 
earnest to him , in my displeasure 
at his artful contrivances to get me 
away, if I were not occasionally to 
shew my real fretfulness upon the 
destitute condition to which he 
has reduced me. When people 
set out wrong together , it is very 
difficult to avoid recriminations. 
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He wished he knew but mjr mind 
— that should direct him in his 
proposals , and it would be his de- 
light to observe it, whatever it 
were. 



My mind is, that you, sir, should up myself from him, although he 



hoped his behaviour had not been 
80 exceptionable, as to make me 
so very earnest for his absence in 
the interim : and the less , surely, 
as I was almost eternally shutting 



leave me — how often must I tell 
you so? 

If I were any where but here, he 
would obey me, he said, if I in- 
sisted upon it. But if I would 
assert my right , that would be in- 
finitely pre^rable , in his opinion, 
to any other measure but one 
{which he durst only hint at): for 
then admitting Af.9 visits, or re- 
fusing them, as I plea8ed,(granting 
a correspondence by letter only) 
it would appear to all the world, 
that what 1 nad done was but in 
order to do myself justice. 



presumed to assure me, that he 
never went from me but with a 
corrected heart, and with strength- 
ened resolutions of improving by 
my example. 

Eternally shutting myself up from 
you I repeated I — I hope, sir, that 
you will not pretend 'to take it 
amiss, that I expect to be unin- 
vaded in my retirements. I hope 
you don't think me so weak a crea- 
ture (novice as you have found me 
in a very capital instance) as to be 
fond of occasions to hear your fine 
speeches, especially as no Jty/en'n^ 
How often, Mr. Lovelace, must I ciVcu?/J5/«ncei* require your over- 
I repeat, that I will not litigate frequent visits; nor that I am to 
with my father?' Do you think 'be addressed to as if I thought 
that my unhappy circumstapces | hourly professions needful to as- 
will alter my notions of my own sure me of your honour, 
duty so far as I shall be enabled to He seemed a little disconcerted. 



perform it? How can 1 obtain pos- 
session without litigation, and but 



You know, Mr. Lovelace, pro- 
ceeded I, why I am so earnest for 



by my trustees? One of them will 'your absence. It is, that I may 
Magainst me; the otheris abroad. I appear to the world independent 
Then the remedy proposed by this- of you; and in hopes, oy that 
measure, were {disposed to iHlim^mesaiSj to find it less difiicult to 
with it, will require time to bring: set on foot a reconciliation with 
it to effect; and what I want is! my friends. And novelet me add 
present independence, and your! (in order to make you easier as to 
immediate absence. I the terms of that hoped-for recou* 

Upon his soul, the wretch swore, ciliation) that since I find I have 
he did not think it safe , for the the good fortune to stand so well 
reasons he had before given , to with your relations , I will , from 
leave me here. He wishea 1 would time to time, acquaint you, by 
think of some place, to which I letter, when you are absent, with 
dioold like to go. But he must every step I shall take, and with 
take the liberty to say, that he eveiy overture that shall b^tOL^.^^ 
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to me: bu|t> not with aji intention 
to render myi^f- Accountable to 
you, neither, as tol^;:acceptance 
or non-acceptance of those over- 
tures. They know that 1 Hay^e^a 
power given me by my grand- 
father's will, to bequeatn the 
estate he left me, with other of 
his bounties, in a way that may 
affect them, though not absolutely 
from them; this considerwiim, 1 
hope, will procure me some from 
them when their passion subsides,* 
and when they know 1 am inde- 
pendent of you. 

Charming reasoning I And let 
him tell me, that the assurance I 
had given nim was a/l he wvihed 
for. It was vtore than he could 
ask. What a happiness to have a 
woman of honour and generosity 
to depend upon! Had he, on his 



what a creature an unmortified 
libertine is. , 

I asked him if he knew what he 
had said alluded to a sentence in 
the best of books. That there was 
more joy in heaven — 

He took the words out of mj 
mouth, 

Over one sinner that repenteihj 
than over mnetyrand-nine just per- 
sons^ which need no repentance* ^ 
were his words. 

. Yes , madam , I thought of it as 
soon as I said it, but not before. 
I have read the story of the pro- 
digal son, I'll assure you : and one. 
day, when I am settled as I hope 
to be , will write a dramatic piece 
on the subject. I have at times 
had it in my head; and yon will 
be too ready, perhaps, to allow me 
to be qualified for it. 



first entrance into the world , met You so lately^ sir, stumbled at a 
with such a one, he had never [word, with which you must be 
been other than a man of strict j better acquainted , ere you can be 
virtue. — But all, he hoped, was thoroughly master of such a sub- 
for the best; since, in that case, ject, that I am amazed you should 
he had never perhaps had 1 he hap- , know any thing of the Scripture, 
piness he had now in view, be- land be so ignorant of that**, 
cause his relations had been al-| 0, madam, I have read the 
ways urging him to marry; and Bible as a fine piece of ancient 
that before he had the honour to history — but as I hope to be 
kuow me. And now, as he had saved, it has for some lew years 
not been so bad as some people's past made me so uneasy, when I 
malice reported him to be , he I have popped upon some passages 
hoped he should have near asjin it, that I have been torced to 
much merit in his repentance as if, run to music or company to divert 
he had never eiTcd. — A fine myself. 

rakish notion and hope! And too { Poor wretch! lifting up my 
much encouraged, I doubt, my . hands and eyes, 
dear, by the generality of our • Luko xv. 7. The parable is con- 



sex! 



This brought on a more serious SSryimSs.' 
lestion or two. You'll see by it *« See p. iss.- 



cerning the ninety-nine sheep, not the 
prodigal son, as Blr. Lovolace errone- 
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The denunclaliona come bo I troB equally shocked at him, 
oUp-daah upon one, so miccre- niidcoucerned/iirhimjandhsving 
momoii»ly,.a9l may say, without laid so few bricka (to speak to 
eien the lly-your<leave of a rude hig allusion), and those so ill-ce- 
LoudoQ chairman, that they over- mented, I wsa as willing as the 
luri) one, borne and man, aa St. gay inconsiderate, to call another 
Paal was overturned. There's an- cause, as lie termed it — another 
other Scripture allusion, mnilnml cause, too, more immediately 
The light, in short, as his was, is pressing upon me, from my iin- 
tou glaring to be banie. certain situtition. 

O, JxV, di) j/uu ictml lobe fnmpli-i I said, I took it for granted, 
mtnied inin reiienlanfie anil uilca- tb»t he aasenlud to the reasoning 
Iwri? Butpray, Mr. Lorolace, do he sei^med to approve, and would 
you mean any thing iLt all , when Inave me. 'And then X asked him, 
yon swear so oFtun as you do, Bi/ whut he I'eally, and in his most 
ij'iur rii'ul, or bind an asr^cveration j deliberate mind, would advise me 
with the words, As ijiiuli.ipe (» 6e,to, in my present situation? He 
mcfiiy imuat needs see, I said, that I was 

my beloved creatuvB, shifting at a great loss what to resolve 
hisaeat; let us call another cause. I upon; entirely a afranger to Lon- 

Why, sir, don't / neither use'Jon, having no adviser, no pro- 
centtnunj enough with you? Iteclor, at present: himself, he 

DeRreBtmadainjforoear for the must give me ienve to tell hun, 
present: I am but in mynoviciatc.!great!y delicieat \tt prartice, if 
iDur foniidation miiHt be laid not in tl]e<(-n<'H>Mf<', ofthossde- 
brick by brick: you'll hinder the corums. which, 1 had supposed, 
progress of the good work you. were always to befound in aman 
voulU. iirbinotc , if you tumble injofbirth, fortune, and education. 



: waggon - load 
Upon me. 

Lord bless me, thought I, what 
K charitcter is that of a libertine! 
What a creature am I , who have 
rrski^ what •! have risked with 
such a one! — What a task before 



He imagines himself, I find, to 
be a very polite man , and cannot 
beartobethougbtotherwiae, Ue 
put up his lip — I am sorry for it, 
madam — a man of breeding, a 
man of politeness , give me leave 
to say [colouringi, is much 



IB, if my hopes coiiCinue, of re- ofablHcfc3wanwithy'iu,thaQwith 
forming auoh a wild Indian as thisl any lady 1 ever met with. 
— Nay worse than a wild Indian; Then that is your misfortune, 
for a mau who eiTs with his eyes Mr. Lovelace, as well as mine, at 
open, and against convittion, is pros en t. Every woman of diacem- 
athousand times worse for what ment, 1 am confident, knowing 
■itekhows, and much harder to be what I know of you now, would 
TMlaimed, thilu if he had never aay aslaay [i'jarfanundfumurri/y 

^own any thing. 'a pride, Ikal I am sure tleaerTiet \a 

1* 
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be mortifiedh that your politeness! You talk of reforqiation some- 
is not regular, nor constant. It times , Mr. Lovelace, and in so 
is not habit. It is too much seen talking, acknowledge en*ors. But 
by fits and starts , and sallies, and . I see you can very m bear the re- 
those not spontaneous. You must proof, for which perhaps you are 
be r^mincZ^^ into them. i not solicitous to avoid giving oc- 

O Lord ! Lord I — Poor I ! — casion. Far be it from me to take 



was the light, yet the half-angry 
wretch's self pityins expression! 
I proceeded. — Upon my word. 



delight in finding fault; I should 
be glad for both our sakes , since 
my situation is what it is, that I 



air, you are not the accomplished could do nothing but praise you. 
man, which your talents and op-, But failures which B.mict a mind 
portunities would hav^ led one to that need not be very delicate to 
expect you to be. You are indeed be affected by them, are too 
in your noviciate, as to every laud- 1 glaring to be passed over in[silence 



able attainment. 



LETTER XXVm. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 



Dy a person who wishes to be 
thought in earnest in her own 
duties. 

1 admire your delicacy, madam, 
again interrupted he. Although 
1 suffer by it, yet would I not have 
it otherwise: indeed I would not, 

is an 



In Continuation. 

As this subject was introduced 
by himself, and treated so lightly . when I consider of it. It i 
by him , I was going on to tell him angelic delicacy, which sets you 
more of my mind; but he inter- above all our sex, and even above 
ruptedme, — Dear, dear madam, your own. It is natural to you^ 
spare me. I am soiTy that I have madam ; so you may not think it 
lived to this hour for nothing at extraordinary: but there is no- 
all. Butsurelyyou could not have. thing like it on earth, said the 
quitted a subject so much •more | flatterer. — What company has he 
agreeable, and so much more! kept? 

suitable, I will say, to our present j But let us return to the iFormer 
situation, if you had not too cruel; subject — you were so good as to 
a pleasure in mortifying a man, I ask me, what I would advise you 
who the less needed to be morti-|to do: I want but to make ^ou 
fied , as he before looked up to you! easy; I want but to see you fixed 
with a diffidence in his own merits to your liking: your faithful 
too great to permit him to speak Hannah with you, your reconcib'a- 
half bis mind to yoii. Be pleased jtion with those to whom you wish 
but to return to the subject we ; to be reconciled , setonmot, and 
were upon ; and at another time I in a train. And now let me men- 
will gladly embrace correction tion to you different expedients ; 
from the onl^ li^s in the world so in hopes that some one of them 
qualified to give it ' may be acceptable to you. 
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"I will go to Mrs. Howe, or to 
Miss Howe, or to whomsoever 
you. woaid have me to go , and en- 
deayour to prevail upon them to 
receive you.* 

"Do you incline to go to Flo- 
rence to your cousin Morden? I 
will furnish you with an oppor- 
tunity of going thither, either by 
sea to Leghorn, or by land through 
Prance. Perhaps I may be able to 
procure one of the ladies of my fa- 
mily to attend you. Either Char- 
lotte or Patty would rgoice in 
such on opportunity of seeing 
France and Italy. As for myself^ 
I will only be your escort, in dis- 
guise, ifyouwillhaveitso, even 
m your livery ^ that your punctilio 
may not receive offence oy my at- 
tendance.** 

I told him, I would consider of 
all he had said: but that I hoped 
for a line or two from my aunt 
Hervey, if not from my sister, to 
both of whom I had written; which, 
if I were to be so favoured , might 
help to determine me. Meantime, 
if he would withdraw,! would par- 
ticularly consider of this proposal 
of his, in relation to my cousin 
Morden. And if it held its weight 
with me, so far as to write for your 
opinion upon it, he should know 
my mind m an hour's time. 

He withdrew with great re- 
spect: and in an hour's time re- 

* The reader, perhaps, n^ed not be 
reminded that he had taken care from 
the first (See' Vol. I. p. 216.) to deprive 
her of any protection from Mrsi Howe. 
See in his next Letter, p. 182. a repeated 
aceonnt of the same artifices, and his 
exaltations upon his inventions to lii.- 
pose upon two aaeh watchful ladies as 
Clarissa and Miss Howe. 



turned. And then I told him it 
was imnecessary to trouble you 
for your opinion about it. My 
cousin Morden was soon expecteo. 
If he were not, I could n6t admit 
him to accompany'me to him upon 
any condition. It was highly im- 
probable that I should obtain the 
favour of either of his cousins' 
company: and if that could be 
brought about, it would be the 
same thin^ in the world's eye, as 
if he went himself. 

This led us into another con- 
versation : which shall be the sab- 
jectof my next 

LETTEB XXIX. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

In Continuation, 

Mb. Lovelace told me, that on 
the supposition that his proposal 
in relation to my cousin Morden 
mighty not be accepted, he had 
been studying to find out, if pos- 
sible, some other expedient that 
might be agreeable, in order to 
convince me^ that he preferred my 
satisfaction to his own. 

He then offered to go himself, 
and procure my Hannah to come 
and attend me. As I had declined 
the service of either of the young 
Mrs. Sorlin^*s, he was extremely 
solicitous , he said , that I should 
have a servant, in whose integrity 
I might confide. 

I told him, that you would be so 
kind, as to send to engage Hannah, 
if possible. 

If any thing, he said, should 
prevent Hannah from comings 
suppose lie ViVma^^i -^^ivXa^ -^^TSt 
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Miss Howe, to desire her to lend 
me her servaojk ti]l;I was provided 
to my mind? 

I said, your inotherts high dis- 
)leasure at the step I Lad taken 
tas she supposed, voluntariij) had 
ieprived me of any open assist- 
ance of that sort from you. 

He was amazed, so much as 
Mrs. Howe herself used to admire 
me, and so great an influence as 
Mis&Howe was supposed, and de- 
served to have over her mother, 
that Mrs. Howe should take upon 
herself to he so much offended 
with me. He wished, that the 
man who took such pains to keep 
up and inflame the passions of my 
father and uncles , were not at the 
bottom of this mischief too. 

I was afraid, I said, that my 
brother was: or else my uncle An- 
tony, I dared to say, would not 
have taken such pains to set Mrs. 
Howe against me, as I understood 
he had done. 

Since I had declined visiting 
Lady Sarah, and Lady Betty, he 
Hsked me, if I would admit of a 
visit from his cousin Montague, 
and accept of a servant of hers for 
thepresent? 

Tnat was not, I said, an un- 
acceptable proposal: but I would 
first see , if my friends would send 
me my clothes^ that I might not 
make such a giddy and runaway 
appearance to any of his rela- 
tions. 

If I pleased, he would take an- 
other J ourney to Windsor, to make 
a more particular inquiry amonsst 

the canons, or in any worthy fa- 
mily. 



Were not his objections as to 
the publicnessof the place, I asked 
him, as strong now as before? 

I remember, my dear, in one of 
your former letters, youmentioned 
London as the mOst private place 
to be in^: and I said, that since 
he made such pretences against 
leaving me here, as shewed he 
had no intention^ to do so: and 
since he engaged to go from me, 
and leave me to pursue my own 
measures, if I lyere elsewhere; 
and since his presence made these 
lodgings inconvenient to me; I 
should not be disinclined to go to 
London, did I know any body 
there. 

As he had several times proposed 
London to me , 1 expected that he 
would eagerly have embraced that 
motion from me. But he took not 
reddy hold of it: yet I thought his 
eye approved of it. 

We are both great watchera of 
each other*s eyes; and indeed 
seem to be more than half afraid 
of e&ch other. 

He then made a grateful pro- 
posal to me; *Hhat I would send 
for my Norton to attend me.**" 

He saw by my eyes, he said, 
that he had at last been happy in 
an expedient, which would answer 
the wishes of us both. Why, said 
he, did not I think of it before? — 
And, snatching my hand. Shall 
I write, madam? shall I send? 
shall I go and fetch the worthy 
woman myself? 

♦ See Vol. II. p. 257. 
** The reader is referred to Mr. Love- 
lace's next Letter, for his motives in 
making the (several proposals of which 
the lady is willing to think so well. 



CLAKI3SA HARLOWB. 



IKtrents; 



After a little cooaideration , I, 
Ftoldhim, tbat this waa imleed a 
' pateful motion: but that I appre- 
Bended, it woald put her to a ilifii- 
enll7, which she would not be abSe 
to get over; as it would make a 
woiaan of her known prudeijce ap- 

i oppositi 

I as her coming to 

1 deprive her of my mo- 

fher'a favonr, triibout its being in 
my power to make itjup to her. 
my beloved creature! said he, 
enernusly entmi/li , let not this be 
a obstacle. I will do every thing 
. IT Mm. Norton you wiah t" "■ — 
tone. — Let me go for her. 
I More coolly than perhaps his 
■ meroBity deserved, I told him, 
^^_ was impossible but I must bood 
JbBBT from my friendB. 1 should 
sot, meantime, embroil any body 
'Wttbthem. Not Mrs. Norton espe- 
SUltyi from whose inlereat in, and 
inediation with my mother, I might 
sxpect Bome good , were she to 
keep herself in a neutral Htate: 
fliat besides, the good woman had 
& mind above her fortune; and' 
would sooner want than be be- 1 
holden to any hod^ improperly. ] 
Improperly! said he. — Have| 
— ' nereona of merit a ligU to all, 
enefita conferred upoo them? 
T~Mr8.Nortou is sogoodawoman, 
I shall think she lays me 
r an obligation, if she will put 
my power to serve her; al- 
fliongh she were not to augment it, 
l^ giving me the opportunity, at 
toe Bune time, of contributing to 
yonr pleasure and satisfaction. 
Howcould this man, with such 
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lowersof right thinking, be so far 
[epraredby evithabita, as to dis- 
grace his talents by wrong acting? 
Is there not room, afler aU, 
thought I, at the the time, to hope 
(as he so lately led me to hope) 
that the example it will behove 
me, for hoih onr sakes, to en- 
deavour to set him, may influence 
bim to a change of manners, in 
which botli may find our account? 
Give me leave, sir, said I, to tell 
you, there is a strange mixture iu 
your mind. You must have taken 
pmns to aiippcesa inaiij good mo- 
tions and reflecliona , as they 
arose, or levity must have been 
surprisingly predominant init.- 
But as to the subject wc wei 
upon, there is no taking any r 
aolutioDS till I hear from a 
friends. 

Well, madam, I can only say, 
I would find out some e:ipedicut, 
if I could, that should be agree- 
able to you. But since I cannot, 
will you be so good as to tell me, 
■what you would wish to have 
done? Nothing in the world but I 
will comply with, excepting leav- 
ing you here, at sueli a distance 
from the place I shall be in, if any 
thing should happen; and in a 

Elace where my gossiping rascals 
ava made me in manner public, 
I for want of proper cautions at 
firet. 

These vermin, added he, have a 
pride they can hardly rein-in, 
when they serve a man of family. 
They boast of their master's pe- . 
digreeand descent, aa if they were 
related to him. Nor U any thing 
they know of him or of l\ia affaita., 
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a fflcrct to ono another, were it a 
matter that would hang him. 

If HO, thought I, men of family 
•hould take care to give them sub- 
jects worth boasting of. 

I am quite at a loss, said I, what 
to do , or whither to go. Would 
you, Mr. Lovelace, in earnest, 
advise me to think of going to 
London? 

And 1 looked at him with stead> 
fastness. But nothing could I 
gather from his looks. 

At iirst, madam , said he, I was 
fbr proposing London, as I was 
then more apprehensive of pur- 
suit. But as your relations seem 
cooler on that head, I am the 
more indifferent about the place 
you go to. — So as^M are pleased, 
so as jfOH are easy, I shall be 
happy. 

; This indifference of bis to^jon- 
dm* I cannot but say, maoeme 
incline the more to so thither. I 
asked him (to hear what he would 
say> if he could recommend me to 
aior ^Htrtix-Miitr pfact in London? 

No, he »aid: none that was fit 
l\\r m«»» \vr that 1 should like. His 
fVifHid lMfx>rd« indeed, had reiy 
haxuls\>m^ KHi^iii^ near Soho 
S\)uan>« at a relati«a's who$« «if^ 
was a wvMHian of Tirtn^ and li»- 
iK'UTw riM^« a* Mr. Beltv>ni was 
fi^iMmaVv lulWciMntrr.iMPconU 
Nwvw till I w^MW b«tser:KC0Hi»- 

I wa^t n?«$\vviNl ii> i^i^Hie tb^iw as 
1^ ft(«; axsTttUOtt. w I sbkMild aar 
\Hk^ !^ k;iui luuzr^u. Never^ 
IMmSv I wia;Mi^.lW<l^; I« It be 



and he resume this proposal with 
' earnestness in the monung, I shill 
' apprehend , that he is less indif- 
ferent than he seems to be , about 
my going to London ; and that he 
has already a lodging in his eye 
for me. And then I will not go at 
all. 

But after such generous motions 
from him, I really think it a little 
barbarous to act and behave as if 
I thought him capable of the 
blackest and most ungrateful 
baseness. But his character , his 
principles, are so faulty! — He is 
80 light, so vain, so various, that 
there is no certainty ihat he will 
be next hour what he is tliis. 
Then, my dear, I have no gaardian 
now; no father, no mother! only 
God and my vigilanee to depend 
upon. And I fiaye no reason to 
expect a miracle in my favour. 

WeU, sir. said I, [risiDgto leave 
him] sometliioff must be resolved 
upon; hot I wifl postpone thissab- 
ject till to-raonow monmig; 

He would fiun haveengaged me 
longer; bat I said I wonra see him 
as eariyas be pleased in tbem 
ing. He migbt tbink of any 
venient i»lace inLondssi, 
il^meantinie. 

And so I lenred frosB hiB. As 
I do from my pen; bopi^g te 
better rest ibr tbe few bonn AnI 
remain of thbniicbt. tbanlbawe 
badofaWn^ 
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DiidB)- morning, April 17. 

k liiTB aa I went to bed, I hava 

1 very little rest. Slei'p and I 

re quHrrelted; and although I 

kbnrtit, it will not befriends. I 

Kpe its fellow-irreconcileablea at 

"irlowe Place enjoy its balmy 

nforts. Else, tnat will be an 

.gWiTation of my fault. My 

otber and atater, I ds^re Bay, 

..Mtitnot. 

" Mr. Lo»elace, who is an early 
\ ii»er u well aa 1 , joined me in tie 
i .garden about sii; and, afier the 
amal salutations , asked me t< 
(time our last night's subject. 
VBiuiion lodgings at London, be 

1 think yon mentioned 
me, sir — Did you not? 

Yea, madam, [but watching the 
turn of my countenance] rather as 
what you would be welcome to, 
than perhaps approve of. 

I believe so too. To go to town 
apon an uncertainlij , I own, is not 
agreeable: but to be obliged to 
anypersonsof your acquaintance, 
when I want to be thought inde- 
pendent of you; and to a person 
o^eeially, to whom tny friends 
ueto directtome,if they vouch 
a N& to take notice of me at all, 
Kit an absurd thing to mention. 

He did not mention it as what 

be ina^ned I would accept, but 

Epsly to c04i€mi to me what he had 

Mid, that he himself knew of none 

Has not your family, maJsii 
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tradesman they deal 
with, whohasconvcnienceaof thia 
kind? I would make it worth such 
arson's while to keep the secret 
your being at bis house. 
Traders are dealers in pius, said 
he : and will be more obliged by s, 



penny customer, than by a pound 

' because it is in tJieu 

II refuse neither. 






tradesmen, 1 said, 
would, nodonbt, be the first em- 
ployed to find me out. So that 
lliat proposal was as wrong as the 
other, And who is it that a crea- 
ture so lately in favour with all 
her friends can apply to, in such a 
situaCioD as mine, but must be, (at 
least) equally the friends of her 
relations. 

We bad a good deal of discourse 
upon the same topic. But, at last, 
the result was this — He wrote a 
letter to one Mr. Doleman, a mar- 
ried man, offortune and character, 
(1 excepting to Mr. Belford) desir- 
ing him to provide decent apart- 
ments ready furnished [7 had told 
him what ihei/ should be] for a single 
woman; 'consisting of a bed- 
chamber; another tor a maid-ser- 
vant; with the use nf a :dimag- 
room or pmlour. This letter no 
gave me to peruse! and then sealed 
It up, and dispatched it away in 
'my presence, oy one of hU own 
BcrvaatB, who having biiainesB in 
.town, is to bring hack an answer. 

lattend theisaueof it; holding . 
myself in readiness to set out for 
London, unless you, my dear, ad- 
vise the contrary. 



106 



THB -HISTOBY OP 



LETTER XXXL 



Mr. LoyeUee to John Belford, Eiq. 
Sat« Sunday, Monday. 

He gives ^ in several leiiers, the sub- 
stance qfiohat is contained in the 
last seven of the lady's. 

He tells his friend J that calling at 
the Lawn , in his way to M, Hall 
(for he owns that he went not to 
Jyindsor) , he found the letters 
from Lady Betty Lawrance, and 
his cousin Montague, which Mrs, 
Greme was about sending to him 
by a special messenger. 

He gives the particulars from Mrs, 
Greme* s report, qf what passed 
between the lady and her^ as in 
p. 21 — 2S, and makes such deela^ 
rations to Mrs, Greme of his 
honour and affection to the lady, 
as put her upon writing the letter 
to her sisterlSorlings , the con- 
tents of which are given in p^ 140, 
141. 

He then accounts , as follows , fot 
the serious humour he found her 
in on his return : 

Upoh such good terms when we 
parted, I was surprised to fiod so 
solemn a brow upon my rejkum, 
and her charming eyes red with 
weeping. But when I had under- 
stood she had received letters from 
Miss Howe, it was natural to ima- 
gine that that little devil had put 
Her out of humour wiUi me. 

It is easy for me to perceive, 
that my charmer is more sullen 
when sne receives, and has per- 
used, a letter from that vixen, 
than at other times. But as the 
sweet maid shews, even then, more 



of passive griefs than of active spirit^ 
I hope she is rather lamenting 
than plotting. And, indeed, for 
what now should she plot? when 
I am become a reformed man, and 
am hourly, improving in my 
morals? — Nevertheless, 1 must 
contrive some wajr Or other to get 
at their corrc^pondi^nce — only to 
see the turn of it ; tlmt'd alU 

But no attempt of thiskindmust 
be made jet. A detected invasion 
in an article so sacred would ruin 
me beyond retrieve. Nevertheless, 
it vexes me to the heart to think 
that she is hourly writing her 
whole mind on all that passes be- 
tween her and me, I under the 
same roof with her, yet kept at 
such awfol distance, that I dare 
not break into a correspondence, 
that may perhaps be a means to 
defeat all my devices. 

Would it be very wicked , Jack, 
to knock her messenger o' the 
head , as he is carrying my be- 
loved's letters, or returning with 
Miss Howe*s? — to attempt to 
bribe him, and not suceed. would 
utterly ruin me. And tiie man 
seems to be tne used io poverty, 
one who can iBit down satbfied 
with it, and enjoy it; coiitented 
with hand*to-mOuth conveniences, 
and not aiming to live better to- 
morrow, than he does to-day, and 
than he did yesterday. Such a 
one is above temptation, unless it 
could come clothed in the guise of 
ti-uth and trust. What likelihood 
of corrupting a man who has no 
hope, no ambition ? 

Yet the rascal has but Aa//'life| 
and groans under that. Should I 
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be aDEwerable in his case for a, 
Vhole life?— But hang the fellow I 
lethimlive. Werelftking, ora 
tniaiater of state, an, Antonio 
Perez*, it were another thing. 
And yet, oneecDnd thoughts , am 
I not a ral'f, as it is caired? aud 
who ever knew a rake stick at auy 
thivg? But thou kaowest. Jack, 
tbat the greatest [half of my 
wickedness IB vapour, to shew my 
InTention; and to prove that I 
could be mischicTonB if I would. 
If/ien he comtito Ihatparl, where 
Iha (ady say (p. 149) in a lar- 
ca$tie loay waving her band, and 
towing, "Excuseme,Kan^Mr. 



ivi a diicripiion qf hi 
it manner, gi-eathj to her ad~ 
vantage ; and laya, 
I could hardly forbear taking 
IT into my arms upon it, in spite 
pfaneipected levipegt. So much 
■■' o much beauty, such a lively 
ler, and such exceeding 
IB and penetration ! Bet- 
X ebe mast be nobody's but 
^^^ 1. I can now account tor, and 
Batify Herod's command to des- 
roy Mariamne^ if be returned not 
live from his interview withCx- 
ir: for were ! to know, that it 
»re but probable, that any other 
lan were to have this charming 
.reatare, even after my death, the 
ery thought would be eoougli to | 



provoke me to cut that man's 
throat, were he a prince. 

I nii^ be deemed by this lady a 
rapid, a boisterous lover — and 
she may like me the less for it: but 
ail the [ladies I have met with till 
now, loved to raise a tempest, and 
to enjoy it: nor did they ever raise 
it, hut 1 enjoycdjit tool — Lord 
send us once happily to London. ' 
Mr. Lovelaee gives the following 
aecouidofkii ruderapfureyWhan 
he seiiedkerhand,andpuUier, by 
hisyjitjivianner, assbe expretiei 
it, [p. 152, 153) into nuch terror. 
Darkness and light, I swore, 
were convertible at her pleasure : 
she could make any subject plau- 
sible. 1 was all error: she all per- 
fection. And I snatched her hand ; 
and, more than kissed it; 1 was 
ready to devour it. There was, 
1 believe, a kind of phrcnsy in my 
manner, which threw her into a 
panic, like that of Se mete perhaps, 
when the Thunderer, in all hia ma- 
jesty, surrounded with ten thous- 
and celestial bumlng-glasaea, i 



about to scorch her ii: 






Had wot my heart miagiven me, 
andbadlnot, just iu time, recol- 
lected that she was not so much 
I in my power, but that she might 
abandonmeat her pleasure, hav- 
ing more friends m that house 
tlianl had, I should at that mo- 
ment havemadeoSers, that would 
have decided all, one way or other 
— But, apprehendiug that I had 
shewn too much meaning in my 
passion, 1 gave it another turo. — 
But little di4 \.\io tiiMBsftt -iKa!!. 
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what an escape either she or I had 
fas the event might have proved) 
xrom the sudden gust of passion, 
which had like to have jblown me 
into her arms. She was bom, I 
told her, to make me happy, and 
to save a soul. * * * * 

He gives the rest of his vehement 
speech pretty nearly in the same 
words as the lady gives them. 
And then proceeds: 

I SAW she was frighted: and she 
would haye had reason, had the 
scene been London: and that 
place in London, which I have in 
view to carry her to. She con- 
firmed me in my apprehension, 
that I had alarmed her too much : 
she told me, that she saw what my 
boasted regard to her injunctions 
was; and she would take proper 
measures upon it, as I should soon 
find: that she was shocked at my 
violent airs; and if I hoped any 
favour from her. I must that instant 
withdraw, and leave her to her re- 
collection. 

She pronounced this in such a 
manner, as shewed she was set 
upon it ; and having stepped out 
of the gentle^ the polite part I had 
so newly engaged to act, I thought 
ready obemence was the best 
atonement. And indeed I was 
sensible , from her an^er and re- 
pulses , that I wanted time myself 
for recollection. And so I with- 
drewj with the same veneration as 
a petitioning subject would with- 
draw from the presence of his 
sovereign. But, oh ! Belford, had 
but the least patience with me — 
had she but made me think, that 



she would forgive this initiatory 
ardour — surely she will not be 
always thus guarded. — 

I had not been a moment by my- 
self, but I was sensible, that I had 
half forfeited my newly-assumed 
character. It is exceedingly diffi- 
cult, thou seest, for an honest man 
to act in disguises : as the post says, 
thrust Nature hack with a pitchfork^ 
it will return, I recollected , that 
what she had insisted upon was 
really a part of that declared will, 
before she left her father's house, 
to which in another case (to 
humble her) I had pretended to 
have an inviolable regard. And 
when I remembered her words, of 
taking her measures accordingly, I 
was re9olved to sacrifice a leg or 
an arm €d make 4^11 up again, oe- 
fore she had time to determine 
upon any new measures. 

How seasonably to this purpose 
have com^ in my aunt's and cou- 
sin's letters. 

« * « 

I HAVE sent in again and again 
to implore her to adtnit me to her 
presence. But she will conclude a 
letter sh6 is writing to Miss Howe, 
before she will see me. — I sup- 

Eose to give an account of what 
as just passed. 

* « * 

Curse upon her perverse tyr- 
anny! How she makes me wait 
for an humble audience, though 
she has done writing some time! 
a prince begging for her upon his 
knees should not prevail upon me 
to spare her, if lean but get her to 
London -4- Qoi^s I Jack , I believe 
I have bit my lip through for 
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yexation !^ but one day J^« shall bottom of Mrs. Howe's resent- 
smart for it, ment, to tell me, that she was 
Mr. Lovelace beginning a „^>fraid he «;a^, or her uncle would 
date, gives an aecomiiof his ad- S?\*}T .^PP^^^^,^ against her to 
miltance.and of th. conversation that lady! -pretty dear! howm- 

that followed: which differing ^^%^^/'\ ,. ., . , ., 

..r. , , - ., , .f I J, But dont tmnk me the cause 

only m style from tliat the lady neither of her fRinilv'a malice and 
gives in the nextktter.isomitted. ne«*ier ot ner tattiU} s malice ana 

HecoUectsiheladu^s;.pressions,^^^l^^^^^ l^f\,^ '^^^ 

:fcf./lLfflsrraLt^?- i^ate^^als' They^TlefMo their 
«//c/< aj(, tnat neis a strans'cr to ^ • i j j» :• u 

the decorum, that she thought Sr.T ^ kI- "oJ^ Ik 'ftf; 

inseparable from a man of bSth ^Tfo^^T Ik • T ^ hi ^11 

and education; and that he is ""I'^^f *' 1^' V'k rTnttf 

not the accomplished man he ?"?„"- ^^^'♦°K^i»«5«i 
;mo^:»A« i,;«.oiiP ♦^ i^.». ^„^ Justice s warrants, by law, and so 

atcaijist h er ^ teach it where to dart, without 

Hevulnet hlm.elf upon bis pro- ^^^, thunder. In other words, I 
posaU and speeelZ, which, he ?»•>' ^'^^ »•"« "'^^'f = *•>? <=»"«« 
1-.-I.M io /i« /w>n/f vreihlmufh " "* f*®"" mal'gnant hearts: and 
<o /Ae MJni. purpose that the lady r""" ^ *" ****'"f * "?'* ni»»<-mei, 
doe. in her f 0,7 last letters. ^ P'*^*"* * S'*" 'l«''l- 

jifter mentioning his proposal lo Thus he exults on her mentioning 
her that she would borrow a ser- London, 

vant from Miss Howe, till Hannah y a j i. ^ t j 

eoMcoTue, he tarites as follows : . Iwanted her to propose London 
' *' herself. 1 his made me again men- 

Thou seest, Belford, that my tion Windsor. If you would have 
charmer has no notion, that Miss a woman do one thing, you must 
Howe herself ds but a puppet always propose another, and thai 
danced upon my wires at second the very contrary: the sex! the 
or third hand. To outwit, and very sex! as 1 hope to be saved 1 
impel, as I please, two such girls — Why, Jack, tney lay a man 
as these, who think they know under the necessity to deal doubly 
every thing; and, by taking ad- with them! And, when they find 
vantage of the pride and ill- themselves outwitted, they cry 
nature of the old ones of both out upon an honest fellow, who 
families, to play -/^m off likewise has been too hard for them at 
at the very time they think they then* own weapons, 
are doing me spiteful displeastire ; I could hardly contain myself. 
what charming revenge! — then My heart was at my throat. — 
the sweet creature, when I wished Down, down, said I to m:Y«>^\£^ 
tiuU her brother .was not at the exuberant exnlta^onX ^ vsa^^^so. 
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cough befriended me; I again the next hour, should think of 
turned to her, all as indifferenced " '^^ 

over as a girl at the first long-ex- 
pected question, who waits for two 
more. I heard out the rest of her 
speech ; and when she had done, 
instead of sayinff any thing to her 
of London, I advised her to send 
for her Mrs, Norton, 

As I knew she would be afraid 
of lying under obligation, I could 
have proposed to do so much for 
the good woman and her son, as 
would have made her resolve that 
I should do nothing: this, how- 
ever, not merely to avoid expense 



running away with a man. 

www 

'I AM in the ri^ht train now. 
Every hour, I doubt not, will give 
me an increasing interest in the 
aflPections of this proud beauty. I 
have just carrieci unpoliteness far 
enough to maJce her afraid of me; 
and to shew her, that I am no 
whiner. Every instance of polite- 
ness^ now, will give me double 
credit with her. My next point 
will be to make her acknowledge 
2^ lambent ilame, a preference of 
me to all other men, at least: and 



But there was no such thine as then my happy hour is not far oif. 
allowing of the presence of Mrs. { An acknowledged reciprocality in 
Norton. 1 might as well have had love sanctifies eyery little freedom : 

and little freedoms beget greater. 
Apd if she call me ungenerous^^ I 
ciih call her cruel. The sex love 



her mother or her aunt Hervey 
with her. Hannah, had she been 
able to comC) and had she actuallv 
come, I could have done well 
enough with. What do I keep 
fellows idling in the country for, 



to be called cruel. Many a time 
have I complained of cruelty, even 
in the act of yielding, because I 



but to fall in love, and even to : knew it gratified the fan*- one's 
marry those whom I would have pride. 

them to marry ? Nor, upon second I ■*.. . ±t. il u ^ i i' * 

thoughts, would the presence of MenUonmsthanehada,,hjhmU- 
her Rortin, or of he? aunt, or! «' "''• B'-l/ord'. hdgwgs , as „. 
even of her mother, have isaved 



an 



the dear creature, had I decreed 
Berfall. 

, How unequal is a modest woman 
to the adventure, when she throws 



instmice fo ronjirm what he had 
fold her^ that hn'kneto of none in 
London Jit for her, he says, 

I had a mind to alarm her with 
something furthest from my pur- 



^herself into the power of a rake! pose; for (as much as she disliked 
^ Punctilio will, at any time, stand my motion,) I intended nothing 
^for reason with such an one. She by it: Mrs. Osgood is too pious a 
^cannot break through a well-! woman, and would have been more 

tested modesty. None but the ^r friend than Tnm^, 
'impudent little rogues, who can 
I name the parson and ihe church 

before you think of either, and sagacity. 1 love, when I dig a pit, 
' undress and go to bed before you to have my prey tumble in willi 



I had a view, moreover, to give 
her an high opinion of ner own 
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urefeetandopeneyes: thenhi 
a can look Uowd upon her, irilh 
, 0-hii, charmer\ lioio came ynu 



•nimai now received a fresh 
of intellrgenoe from cny 
lent, honest Joseph Lcman. 
^OQ knowesl the history of poor 
[iSB Betterton of Nottingham. 
koies Hnrlowe is plotting to 
!vi»e the reaentmenta of her 
imil; against me. TheHarlowea 
MkereB't pains, some time ago, 
> endeavour to get to the botlom 
rthatBtory. But now the foolish 
mis sre resolved tOdoBothethiii^ 
■ rt, if they ciin. My head is 



. plottei . 

Mer to turn his plots to my ad- 

Utftge, tupposing bis sister sliall 

b:~ .. i. — — „, „^..', i^„,^,i^ 

•r. But 1 will, in proper time, 
_« thee see Joseph's letter, and 
What t shall Answer to it*, 'i'o 
now in time a designed mischief, 
ia, with me, to disappoJut it, and 
JB turn it upon the conlriver's 
toad. 

Joveph is plaguy (K^uenmlBh 

~gain; Dut I linowheonly intfndsl 

f faia qualms to swell his merits ' 

IhUi me. OBelfordI Belford! what 

rile cor 



a.incUr. 



Tuesdiy. April 18. 

ave a most implacable 
family. Another visit from jotir 
uncle Antony has not only eon- 
firmed my mother an enemy to 
~ iir correspondence, but has al- 
lost put Tier upon treading in 
their steps. — 

■ lotheraubjeets: 
plead generously to Mr. 
Hickman. Perhaps, with regard 
to him, Imay have done, as I have 
often done iu singing— begun a 
lotB or key too high; ana yet, 
■ather Ihan begin again, proceed, 
though I strain my voice, or spoil 
— . — g^^ this is evident, the 

e more observant for it; 
aiid you hai'C taught me, that the 
spirit which is (he humbler for ill 
usage, willbe insolentuponbetle*. 
^o good and grave Mr. Uickman, 
keep yoiir distance a little longer, 
I beseech you. You have erected 
an allar to me; and I hope fOix 
will not refuae to bow to it. 

But you ask me, if 1 would tr§Rt 
Mr. Lovelace, were he to be in 
Mr. Hickman's place, as I do Mr. 
Hickman? Why, really, my dear, 
I believe I should not. — I have 
been very sagely considering this 

Eoiiit of behaviour (in general) or 
otii sides in courtship ; and I wiJ 
Ivpry candidly tell you the result 
, ! 1 have concluded that politeness, 
'even to exceaa, ia necesaary, on 
[the men's part, to bring ns t^ 
I listen to their first adi^Teo&ea., \i 
'order to induce ua to \«™ cf 
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necks to a yoke so unequal. But, Whereas Lovelace keeps up the 
upon my conscience , Lverymuch ball with a witness, and all his 
doubt whether a little intermingled address and conversation is one 
insolence is not requisite from continual game at racket, 
them, to keep up that interest, Your frequent quarrels and re- 
when once it has got footing, conciliations verify this obsorva- 
Men must not let us see, that we tion: and I really believe, that, 
can make fools of them. And I could Hickman have kept my at- 
think that smooth love , that is to , tention alive after the Lovelace 
say, a passion without rubs; in manner, only that he had pre> 
otner words, a passion without ; served his morals j I should have 
passion; is like a sleepy stream ! married the man by this time, 
that is hardly seen to give motion ' But then he must have set out 
to a straw. So that, sometimes to | accordingly. For now he can 
make us fear, and even, for a | never, never recover himself, that's 
short space, to hate the wretch, is | certain ; but must be a dangler to 
productive of the contrary ex-.the end of the courtship-chapter; 
treme. and, what is still worse for him, a 

If this be so, Lovelace, than passive to the end of his life, 
whom no man was ever more polite j Poor Hickman ! perhaps you'll 
and obsequious at the beginning, ' say. 

has hitHne very point. For his | I have been called your echo — 
turbulence since, his readiness to 'poor Hickman! said I. 
offend, and his equal readiness to | You wonder, my dear, that Mr. 
humble himself (as he is known to I Lovelace shewed you not over- 
be a man of sense, and of courage ' night the letters of Lady Betty 
too,) must keep a woman's pas- 1 and his cousin. I don't like his 
sion alive; and at last tire her j keeping such a material and re/a- 
into a non-resistance that shall U/ve circumstance, as I may oall it, 
make her as passive as a tyrant- one moment from you. By his 
husband would wish her to oe. | communicating the contents of 

I verily think that the different , them to you next day, when you 
behaviour of our two heroes to j were angry with him, it looks as 
their heroines makes out this if he withheld them for occasional 
doctrine to demonstration, l&m vacifiers; and if so, must he not 
so much accustomed, for my own nave had a forethought that he 
part, to Hickman'swhining, creep- 1 might give you cause for anger? 
ing, submissive com-tship, that I j Of all toe circumstances that have 
now expect nothing but whine and happened since you have been 
cringe from him: and am so little with him, I think 1 like this the 
moved with his nonsense, that 1 least: this alone, my dear, small 
am frequently forced to go to my j as it might look to an indifferent 
harpsichord, to keep me awake, 'eye, in mine warrants all your 
and to silence his humdrum. ' caution. Yet I think, that Mrs* 



letter to her Biater, 
Jorlings; his repeated motions i 
St Bannah'a attendance; and for 
_iBt of one of the widow Sorlings's 
Ungfaten; aad, above all, forj 
ut of Mrs. Nortou, are agreeable ' 
oonterbalanceB. Were it not for 
jtbeM circumatances,! should have 
' "agreatdealmoreof theotbei. 
9tet what a foolish fellow to let 
JOB know over-night that he Jiatl 
^ nch letters t — I can't tell what 
I tomakeofhim. { 

I am pleased with the contents 
of these ladies' letters; and the 
more, as I have caused the family 
to be again sounded, and find that 
they are all as desirous as ever of 
;our alliance. 

They really are {every one of 

them^ your very great admirers : 

Biid, aa for Lord M. he is so much 

pleased with you, and with the 

— Confidence, as he calls it, which 

rou hare reposed in bis nepbew,] 

'. he TOWS he will disiubcriti 

iiu, if he reward it not as he 

ight. Yon must take caj-e, that 

pu lose not both families. 

* I hear Mrs. Norton is enjoined, 

jU she values Ibe favour of tbe. 

fphtr family, not to correspond 

Wtiker with you or with me — I 

ffMiT creatures! — But they are 

poor— yet they are not your rda- 1 

ni»ru, neither, I believe. Had you 

td any other aurse, I should have' 

vnciuded you had been changed. ' 

Bioffer by their low malice — ei- ' 

TDse xae tberofore. | 

' Yon really hold this man to his 

'^"4 behaviour with more spirit 

11 I thongttt you mistreBs of; I 

Specially woen I judged of you 

I Otriiia. II. 
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by that meekness which you al- 
ways contended for, as the proper 
dialinctionoftbefemalec haracter; 
and by the love, which (think as 
TOu pleaae) you certainly have for 
him. You may rather be proud of, 
than angry at the imputation; 
since you are the only woman I 
ever knew, read, or heard of, 
who9e love was so much govenied 
by her prudence. But when once 
the indifference of the husband 
takes place of tbe ardour of the 
lover, It will bey ur turn: and, if 
lam notmistakot), tbbman, who 
is the only self-admirer 1 ever 
knew who was not a coxcomb, will 
rather, in bis day, expect homage 
than pay it. 

Your handsome husfaanda, my 
dear, make a wife's heart ache 
very often: and though you are 
as tine a person of a woman, at 
the leoat, as he is oFa man, he will 
take too much delight in himself 
to think himself more indebted to 
your favour, than you are to his 
distinction and preference of you. 
But no man, take your finer mind, 
with yonr very fine person, can 
deserve tou. So you must be 
oontenteu, should your merit be 
under-rated; since that inusl be 
,80, marry whom youwill. Perhaps 
you will think I mdulge these sort 
of reflections against your Narcis- 
' sub's of men, to keep m_y mother's 
'choice for roe of Hickman in 
' countenance with myself — I don't 
I know but there is something in it ; 
at least, enough to have given 
birth to the refli^ction. 

I think there can be no ob- 
jection to your going VoViimio^. 



/y 



a the I 
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Tbe^e, &a in the centre, you will unmarried. Your uncle Aat 
be in the wuj' of hearing from in particular, spenks rough 
everj hodj, and sending to any vile ihings, grounded upon the 
body. And then you wiU put all morula of his brother Oraon. But 
his atiicerity to the test, as to liis hitherto your admirable character 
Tiriimi'etfuftfeiirc, audi snch like. has anlidotedthe polaon; thede- 

But indeed, my (tear, I tliinb tractor ia despised, and every 
you have nothing for it but mar- one's indignation raised against 
riage. Youmayti7(thatyoumay|him, 

aay you hace tried) what yaur re-. I have written through many in- 
lations can be brought to: but the terruptions: and you will aee the 
moment tliey refuse your propo-' first alieet creased and rumpled, 
aals, submit to the yoke, and iniLke occasioned by putting it into my 
thebeatofit. He will be a savage bosom on my mother's sudden 
indeed , if he makes _you speak'coming upon me. We have had 
out. Yet, it is my opinion, that|one very pretty debate, [ ivill aa- 
you viuit bend a little, for he can-, sure you; but it is not worth while 
not bear to be thought slightlyof. totroubleyouwiththejflirdculara. 

'This wus one of his speeehea — But upon my word — no matter 
once; 1 believe designed for me.lthough. — 

— "A woman who means one day Your Hannah Cannot atteod 
to favour her lover with her hand, you. The poor girl left her place 
should shew the world for her o«*n about a fortnight ago. on account 
sake, that she distin^isbes him|of arbeuniaticdi3order,ffbichfaa9 
from the common herd." {confined her to her room ever 

4ShalI 1 give you (mother flne'sinco. She burst into tears, when 
nd in the true 'Kitty carried to her your desir<i 
1 he spoke it, of havbgherwith von; and called 
throwing out his challenging herself doubly unhappy, that she 
hand? — "D— nbim, if he would could not wait upon a mistress 
marry the first princess on earth, 'whom she so dearly loved. 
if he but thouglit she balanced a' Had my mother answered my 
minute in her choice of Attn, or of wishes, 1 should have been sorry 
&a eiiiyeror." jMr. Lovelace had been the firil 

All the world, in short, expect propoaer of my Kitty for your st- 
you to have this man. Theytbtnk. tendant, till Hannah should come, 
that ^ou left your fathers house'Tobealtogetheramoneatrangera, 
for Ibis very purpose. The longer] and a stranger toatlendyouevary 
theceremony_i8delayed,thewoiae lime you remove, is a very dis- 
appearauce it will have in the agreeable thiug. Hut your con- 
world'seyc: andit willnot bethe sideratenesa and bounty will make 
fault of some of 'your relations, if you faithful onea wherever yougo. 
a slur be' not thrown upon ^our| You must take your own way: 
repuiatiou, while you coatinae but, if jou suJEFer any iucon- 
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OB to clothca or 

. in my power to 

roeay, 1 will uevcr forgive you. 
y mother (if ihal be your ob- 
^tiouj need not know any tliiug 
jftbe matter. 
, We have all our defectat we 
lave often regretted the parti- 
cular fault, which , thoiigit jii 
Knerable characters, we must 
iftve been blind not to see. ' 

L i remembtr what ^ou q)iqo said j 

* ; and the caution wtia good: 

18, my Ka*icy, nen yourj 

; let us, who liitEe apt the ^ 

la Eailiugs aa tlioae We censure, ; 

rd against nlher and grrater in \ 

lelves. Nevei-thelew , 1 must' 

B tell you, that my mother 

a vexed me a little very lately, 

iDBtancca of her jealous , 

aa. 1 willmentiououeof 

lugh 1 did not intend it. 

wanted to borrow thirty 

guitieaB of me : uiify while ahe got | 

a nole changed. I ^tnid 1 could 

lend her but eight or ten. Eight 

nt«u woatd not do: she thought 
ras mncb richer. 1 could have, 
told ber, I was much cunniugei-^ 
o let her know my stock ;i 
wbicb on a review, I find ninety- 
re guineas; and all of them most 

i jour uncle Tony i>ut' 
few upon this wise project; Tor 
hewBBOuf o/">*(i."A in an hour after 
.» left her. If he did, you will 
jaUgethat tbeyinteud to disLress^ 
;ou. If it ndl provoke i/nu to 
demand your own in a legal wa^, ' 
Wish tiiey would; since Ihi^iri 
{ratting yoQ upon that fodisej 
•til justify the necessity ot^jrour 



leaving them. And as it is not for 
your credit to own, that you were 
tricked away contrary to your in- 
tention, this would alFord a reason 
for your going off that I should 



to bim on that head, 
perhaps owjhi to be allowed *. 

You must be the less surprised 
at the inventions of tliis man, be- 
cause of his uncommon talents. 
AVhatevei lie had turned hia head 
to, he would have excelled in: 
or been (or done things) extra- 
ordinary. He is said to be revenge- 
ful, a very bad qnality ! 1 believe 
indeed,he is a devil in every thine 
but hia foot — This, therefore, is 
my repeated advice — provoke 
him not too much against yonr- 
sef; but unchain him; and let 

Lem'an. TbiB is resenting io]]-' 
but I know to whom X write, or 
else I would go a good deal higher. 



I'llai 






Your next, I auppose, will be 
iL-om London. Tray direct it, and 
your future letters, till further 
notice, to Mr. Uickman, at hia 
own house. He is entirely devoted 
to you. Don't lake so heavily my 
mother's partiality andpr^uoices. 
I hope I am past a baby. 

HeAven preserve you, and make 
you ag happy as I think you de- 
serve to be, prays 
I Your ever affectionate 

I .. ,.•■ AnKA HoTOB. 
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LETTER xxzni. i^' t^® pooi^ Creature's illness as 

MlM CUri.« H«lowe to MU. Howe, f?' ^X Own disawointment by it. 

I Come , my dear Miss Howe , since 
Wedn. mora. April 19. |you press me to be beholden to 

I AM glad, my dear friend, that yon; and would think me proud if 
yon approve of my removal to 1 absolutely refused your favour; 
London. ' pray be so good as to send her 

The disagreement between jour two eniineas in my name, 
mother and ydu gives me mez-; If I have nothing for it, as you 
pressible affliction. IhopeTthmk say, but matrimony, it yielas a 
yon both more unhappy than you little comfort, that his relations 
are. But I beseech you let me do not despise the /ti^Wve, asper- 
knowthe particulars of the debate sons of their rank and quauty- 
you call a very pretty one. I am | pride might be supposed to do, 
well acquainted with your dialect. ' for having been a fugitive. 
When lam informed of the whole, I But O my cruel, thrice cruel 
let your mother have been ever so uncle ! to suppose — but my heart 
severe upon me, I shall be easier ! checks my pen, and will not let it 
a great deal. — Faulty people proceed, on an intimation so ex- 
should rather deplore the occasion tremely shocking as that which 
they have given for anger than he supposes! — Yet if thus- they 
resent it. • have been persuaded, no wonder 

If I am to be obliged to anj ifthey arelrreconciieable. 
body in England for money, it This is all my hard- hearted bro- 
shall be to you. Your mother ther*s doings! — his surmisines! 
need not know of your kindness — God forgive him — prays his 
to me, you say — but she mvst injured sister! 
know it, if it be done, and if she 

challenge my beloved iriend upon letter xxxiy. 

it; for would you either falsify or ^^^ Clarissa Hariowe to Miss Howe, 
prevaricate ? — I wish your mother 

could be made easy dh this head. ' Thursday, April 20. 

— Forgive me , my dear. — But I Mb. Lovelace*s servant ds air 
know — yet once she had a better ready returned with an answer 
opinion of me. — my incon- from his friend Mr. Doleman, who 
siderate rashness ! — Excuse me has taken pains in his inquiries, 
once more , I pray you. — Pride, and is very particular. Mr. Love- 
when it is native^ will shew itself lace brought me the letter as soon 
sometimes in the midst of mortifi- as he had read it: and as he now 
cations — but my spirit is down knows that I acquaint you with 
already. every thing that offers, I desired 

* * * hito to let me send it to you for 

I AH unhappy that Icannot have your perusaL Be pleased to [re- 
my worthy Hannah. lanlla^'sony tuni-it by the first opportunity. 
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Yoa wiU see bj* it , that his fiiendB and 1 BUppose, that when ^ou 
in town have a notion that we are I think fit to declare ynur marnage, 
•Etnall; maxried. jyou will hardly be in lodgings. 

I Those in Cecil Street, are neat 
I SOBEBT LOVKtiCB , KSft. j anj convenient The owner is a 
B, Tucidajr Digbt, April IS. i widow of good character; bnt she 
eilremelj rejoiced to bear, inaiBla that yoa take them for a 
that ire shall so soon have you in twelvemonth certain, 
town , after so long an abaence. \ You ma^ have good accommo- 
^ov wUl be the more welcome dati one in Dover Street, at a 
■till, if what report says, bo truej'widow'a, the relict of an officer in 
which is, that you ^re vdualls' the gaarde, whodyUig soon after 
gmn-iedto the fair lady upon whom < be had purchased liis commisaion 
we have heard you make such en- ' (to which he bad a good title hy 
«pmiuma. Mrs. Do1emsn,andniy 'service, and which cost bim moat, 
water, both wish you joy if you partof wbathehadJoheutoioWiged 
■ate; and joy upon your near pro- Mu letbidgings. 
q»e^ if y9u are not. Thia may possibly be an objec- 

I have been in town for this tion. But ahe ia very careful , abe 
week past, t« get help, if 1 could, 'says, that ehe takes no lodgers, 
from my paralytic complaints; but of /!^ure and re^iufali'un. She 
fend am in a course for them, rents two good houses^ distant 
Which, nevertheless, did not from each other, only joined by a 
me from making the uur^eAandjiiinepasfCpe. The inner- 
inquiries. This IS thC|/»JWe b thegenteeleat, and very 
■esnlt. I elegantly farnisbed; butyoumay 

You may have a first floor, well have the use of a very handaoma 
fiimished, at a mercer's in Bed-'parlour in the <mter-jiowse, if you 
ford Street, Covent Garden, witb'chooie to look into the street. 
conveniences for servants: and A little garden belongs to the 
these either by the quarter or,inner'bouse,in whichtheoldgen- 
month. The terms according to. tlewomau aaa displayed a true 
tbe conveniences required. j female fancy! having crammed 

Mrs.DoIeman has seenlodgings it with vaaea, £ower-pots, and 
Norfolk Street and others in figures, without number. 
"■'Street; butthougb thcpro-l As these lodgings seemed to me 
a tn t^ Thames and Surry the most likely to please you, I 
look inviting from both these ' was more particular in my inqui- 
ite, yet I anppose they are ries about them. The aparhneata 
-Deorthecity. she hiis to let are in the inner- 

7he owner of those in Norfolk'bouse; tbey are a dining-room, 
aceet would have half the bouse two neat parlours, a wilhdrawing- 
co together. Itwould betoomuch room, It^o oi ttite.otajiA»wQe,\iea^ 
3br yoar description (ierefore: chamB'era-, gnftmftia.-ti'tft'^-^'^^ 
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closet in it irhich looks into the out upon, irhen ehe knows whafl 
little garden, all furniBhed in your lady expects, and what A' 
taste. { servants are to do , or ^(iur« r' 

Adi(/nified clergyman, hia wife, undertake; for slie observed tl 
and mou/fn-daui/J^fcr, were the last Bervauts are generally worse t 
who lived in them. They have but deal with tlian their mr' — ■ 
lately quitted them, ou hia being mistresseB. 
presented toaooneiderableehurcn Tiielady may board oi 
preferment ii^Iieland. The gen- she pleases. 

tlewoman says that he teok the| Ab we mppose you married, b , 
lodgings but for three moMhit oei^itbatyou have reason, from famih^ 
t^n; mitliked them and Aei'iua^e^diSerencea, to keep it private foB 
Bowell, that he continued in them^ the present, I thought it not amisf 
tioo years; and left them with re- to faint as much to the widow (bat 
gret, though on bo good an ac-'as imcerlainly, however); ' 
count. She bragged, tliat this asked her, if she could, in . 
was the way of all the lodeera she case , accommodate you and yoU ' J 
ever had, who staid with ner /■""/■, servants, as well as the lady ant^ 
times ai loni} at Ihey rit first mieiiiled.lbeiB? She said, she could; anf 

I bad some knowledge of the'wtBhed, by all means, it wereli 
Colonel, who was always lookcdlbe so; since the circumsEanee <f 
upon as a man of honour: Ilisre-la person's being single, if not' 1^ 
lict I never saw before. I thinkiwell recommended as this lady 
Bhe has a moscuft'ne air, and is a was ime ofheruanal exreptinnt, 
little forbidding at firii: but when If noneof these lodgings pleat^ 
Isswherbehavionrto two agree-'you need not doubt vei-y hand^ 
iA\e.mmden gsnilewnmen, hernuB-isome ones in or near Hanover 
band's nieces , whom , for ihai , Square , Soho Square , Oolden" 
reason, she calls 'lu»6/^ hers, and Squai'e, or in some of the ne#' 
heard their praises of A ei*, I conid Btreets ahont Grosveoor Sqaare. 
impute her very bulk to good- And Mrs. Doleman, her sister, 
humour; since we seldom see your, and myself, most cordially join ttf; 
Bonr peevish people plump. She offer to your good lady the beat' 
lives repj'tably, and is, as I find, accommodations we can makefbr^ 
o/brei^onfl in the world. iheratUxbridee (and also for yoaj' 

Ifthese, or any other of the ifyou are the Dappymanwewirir' 
lodgings 1 have mentioned, be not you to be) till Bhe fits herself mon>: 
altogether to your lady'a mind, to ber mind, 
she may continne in them (he lem' Let me add, that the lod^c 
while, a.nd choose others fur herneif. at the mercer's, those in Ce 

The widow consents that yon,8tr«et, those at the widow's ._ 
ahall take them for a munlh 'in/y, | Dover Street, any of them, m^J 
and wAocofthem yon pleam,. The be entered uponataday'«warnin{^ 
terras, shesays, she will not fall lam, mydearair, 
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} and affectionale great diGappointment to me: but, 



when 



attendance. 



v/hich lodginge I made choice of. 
But first, totryliim, (as in bo ma- Ma. Lovelace baa just now, of 
terialapoint I thought Icould not hia own accord, given me five 
J be too circumanect) I seemed to eoiaeaa for poor ilaaual:. I send 
■ gtefer those in Norfolk Street, for i them iiicloaed. Be ao good as to 
■iSie veiy rewon tbe writer gives cause them to be couveyedfo her; 
B why he thought 1 would mA; that and to let her know from whom 
Kta to aaj, for its neighbourhood t^ they ciimc. 

Fib Mty 90 well governed as London He has obliged me much by this 

1 ii aaid to be. Nor should I have little mark of hia considcrateness. 

disliked a lodging in the heart of Indeed I have had the better opi- 

^, having heard but indifferent nionofhimeversincehepropoaed 

[_ BMonntaof the liberties Bometimea her return to me. 

jiken at the other end of tbe town. » * * 

[- Then aeeuune to incline to the ] I hatk just now another inatance 

inCeeilStreet — then to, of bis considerateness. He came 

;er'a. But he made noltome, andsaid, that, nnsecond 

jbible preference: and when Iltboughts, he could not bear that 

liked bia opinion of tbe widow J should go np to town without 

9ntIewoDian'B,beEaid,hethoagbt aome attendant, were it but for 

loee the most to my taste and the look of the thing, to theLon- 

i>nvenience:butas he hoped thatjdon widow and her niecea, who, 

S would think lodginca necessary | according to his &ieiid'a aceount, 

Aiitforavery little while,be knew /i'o«^ to genleellyi and eap^iaUy 

wot which to give bia vote for. [as I reijuired Mm to leave me soon 

. I then fixed upon tbe widoyr'suiifierJan-iveillhete, and ao would 

bid he baa written accordingly to be left alone among strangers. 

St. Doleman, making my com-JHe therefore thought, that I 

Sihnents to ilia lady ana aiater, for, might engage Mrs. Sorlings to 

^eir kind offer. lend me oue of bertwo maids, or 

i am to have the d iaing- room, ' let one of her daughters go up 

flie bed-chamber with the light. with me, and stay till 1 were pro- 

~^Kt, fof which, if I Btay anyivided. And if the latter, the 

" le at tne widow's, I shall make iyouns gentlewoman, no doubt, 

»t use) and a servant'a room; would be glad of bo good an op- 

idwe propose tosetoutonSatur- porlunity to aee the curiosities of 

uy morning. As for a maSd-ser- the town , and would he a jiroper 

knt, poor Hannah's illne^ is a atteudantoi 
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Itold him, aslbad done before, 'see mj cbanner, like & fa , 

tiiat the two young gentlewomen 'dean and chapter, choose whail 
were bo equally useAU in their was before choeen for her; and' 
way, and aecrants in a busy fann Bagaciously (as (lies go in form to 
were bo little to be spared, that I praters, that Heaven would direct 
should be loth to take them off, their choice) pondering npoo tha 
their laudable employments. Nor different propoaals, as if ahe would 
ahould I thiuk much of diversionH make me oelieve, she had a mind 
forone while; andso the leas want forsiinie olAer? The dear sty rogne 
anatlendant out of doors. | looking upon me , too, with a view. 

And DOW, my dear, lest any to diseover some emotion in me. 
thing should bappcn.ineo variable Emotions I had; bat I can tell her, 
asituationasmine, to over-cloud tHat they lay deeper than her eye 
my prospects, (which at present couldreach, though it had been a 
are more promiaiug than ever yet sunbeam. 

theyhavebeenBi[icelquittedHar-| No confidence ia me, faironet' 
lowePlace,) Iwjtl snatch theop-Noneatall, 'tis plain. Thouwilt 



portunity to subscribe myself. 

Your not unboping , and 
ever-obliged Mend and servant, 
Cl. Hablowb. 



LETTER XXEV. 
lb, IdvsUoa to Jabn Beintrd , Eaq. 
■r. April M. 



inclined to change' 

my views, encourage me by a' 
generous reUauce on my hononri' 
— And shall it be said, thati, » 
master of arts in love, shall be 
over- matched by so unpractiBed a 
novice? 

But to see the charmer so for 
iuui>u.r.ai>niiu. gatiafied with my contrivance , «B« 
Ha beginsiDith eommunieating lo to borrow my friend's letter, irf 
Aim IhB iHter *« lorote to Mr-'grdgr to satisfy Hiss Howe UkB? 

Soleman, to proevrs iuitable'^\^^i ■ 

hdgingi in toimi, and which he\ gmy uttle roguesl to walk oO^ 

tent aiaay by the larig't approba-'iato by-patbs on the strength rf 

ft-on.- and Ikm givet Aim a co™ | their own judgment.' — When noJ" 

<!/■(/(« an/w«r(o i((-5«''p. 195): thing but experience can enable 

upon wktcli he that exprewpj.iiein to disappoint us, and tearf(' 

hijnse\f: them grandmother wisdom 1 When; 

Tnouknowest the widow; thou.they liave it indeed, then may> 

knowest her nieces; tbouknowCBt they sit down, like so mai^* 

the lodgings; and didstthouever|CaBsandrii», and preach cautioqr 

read a letter more artfully couched, to others: who will aa little mind* 

than this of Tom Doleman? Every ;(Aem, as they did MeiV inetruetreaiiC 

poaaible objection anticipated! ses, whenever a fine handsoi 

•^very accident provided against! confident young f^llr *■ -- 

' tittleofitplotproofl |as thou knor- ' -' 

o could forbear smilbtg, to croasthem. 
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iBnt, Belfoid, didst tbou DOt 
"TBid tbat sly rogue Doleman's 
UfLing Dover Stieel for the 
Vwidow^ place of abode? — What 
^<wt think could be meant by 
tat? — 'Tis impoBBible thou 
^onldet gnesa. So, not to puzzle 
|hee about it, suppose tlieic/dmo ' 
•^BwteV's in Dover Street should 
einquired after by someofiicioua 
r -penon, in order to come at charac- 
' ten [Miss Howe is as tig as the 
devil, and as busy to Uie full] \ sad 
Deitber Bucb a name, nor such a 
bonae, can be found In that street, 
nor a house to answer the descrip- 
tion- then will not the keenest 
banter in England be at a fault ? 

But bow wilt thou do , methinks 
thou askest, to hinder the lady 
from resenting the fallacy, and 
mistrusting thee the more on that 
account, when she finds it out to 
be in another street? 

Phot never mind that; either 1 
■hall baveaiTayforitjOTweshall 
tborougfalv understand one aii- 
other bylfiattime; or, if we don't 
ibe'll know enough of me , not to 
vender at such a peccadillo. 

But bow wilt thou hinder the 
hdy from apprizing her friend of 
the rpal name? 

She must first know it herself, 
■DOnkey, must she not? 
Well, but how wilt thou do to 
_ Under her from knowinK the 
~reet,tuid her friend from direct- 
g letters thither; which will be 
e thing as if tbenamewere 

le atone for that too. 

fthon further objectest, that 

IfTomDoIenianistOogTeatadnnce ' 



to write such a letter in answer to 
mine. — Canst thou not Imagine, 
that, in order to save booestJTom 
all tnis trouble, I who know the 
town BO well, could send him a 
copy of what he should write, and 
leave him nothing to do but tran- 
scribe? 

What now aayeat thou to me, 
Belford? 

And aupposel had designed this 
taskof inquiry forthee; and bi^- 
pose the lady excepted agaicat 
thee for no other reason in the 
world, but because of my salue 
for thee? What aaveat thou to the 
'-rf# Jack? 

This it ia to have leisure upon 

y handal — What a matchtesE 
plotter thy friend! ^ Stand b-»,. 
and let me swell! — I am alreaay 
aa big as an elephant; and ten 
times wlaerl — Mightier too by 
farl Have I not reason to snuff 
the moun with my proboscis? — 
Lord help thee for a poor, for a 
very poor creature I — Wonder 
not, that I despise thee heartily; 
since the man who is disposed izr 



DiiletiiaiHc bint of being •married. 
Dut I will not tell thee all at once. 
Nor, indeed, have I tborooghly 
digested that part of my plot. 
When a general must regulate his 
motions by those of a watchful 
adversary, how can he say before- 
hand what he will, or what be will 
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Ay, Sisclaib', Jack! — Ec- 
member the nnmel Smcuis, I 
repe&L Sbe Jiat no other. And 
her features being broad, and full-' 
blown, 1 will'supjioaeher tobeof 
Highland extraction; as lier hus- 
band the colonel [mind Ihal fi<i>] 
was a Scot, ae brave as honest i 

I never forgot the minul/re in 
my contrivances. In all matters 
that admit of doubt, the mitutuf\ 
closely attended to, and provided 



for, 









thousand oaths, vowe, and pro- 
testationa made to supply the 
neglect of them , especi ally when 
jealousy has made its nifj iii the 
working mind. 

Thou wontdst wondgr if thou 
knewest one half of my pron'- 
denees. To eive thee hut one — 
I have already been so good as to 
aend up a list of bpoks to be pro- 
cured for the lady's qlpset, mostly 
aX secondhand. And thpuknoneat, 
that the iTOmcn there are all well 
read. But I will not anticipate 
— besides, it looks as if 1 were 
ft&aid of leaving any thing (o my 
old fnend Chamob ; nhich has 
manv a time been an excellent se- 






ghtn 



afironled or despised; especially 
by one who has the art of making 
unpromising incidents turn out ' 
his favour. 



I BAVK a piece of intelligence t 
give you, which, concerns you 



Tour brother having hepA 4 
Bured that you are not maniM 
has taken B resolution to findygi 
out, waylayyou, and cany ypi 
olf. A ftiend of bis, acaptaind 
a ship, undertakes to get yon 1 
ship-ooard; and to eait awa^ wit . 
you, either to HuilorLeith, in thf. 
way tc one of your hrothe^( 
houees. 

They are very mcked; for ii 
spite of your virtue they conclu^ 
you to be ruiVie'f. But if they cl. 
be assured when they have yoi 
that yonarenot, they will set ~" 

Jon till they can bring <^ou 
Irs. Sotmes. Meantime, in 01 
to give Mr. Lovelace full empic 
meat, they talk of «. prosecutic_, 
which will he set up against bimtj 
for some crime thej have got a 
notion of, which they think, ifit* 
donot cost him bis liie, willmakflh 
him fiy hia country. 

This is very early news, MIoi, 
Bell told it ra confidence, and! 
with mighty triumph over JJov^ 
lace, to Miss Lloyd: who is at 
present her favourite; though SB* 
much your admirer as ever. Mist 
Lloyd, being very appreheusiv«, 
of tue mischief which mi^ht follow) 
such an attempt, told it to me, 
with leave to apprize you privately 
''it — and yet neither she nor I 
mid be sorry perhaps, if Lova- 
lace were to he fairly hanged-^ 
at is to say, if^nu, my dear, had, 
objection to it. But we cannot 
bear that sudfa an admirable crea- 
ture should be made the tennis- 
ball of two violent spirits — much 
less, that you should be seized, 
" ^ exposed to the brutal treat- 
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a haB certainly a good 
If can vre expect in one 

Ifyou cart engage Mr.Love1ace|man every good quality. Bat he 
to keep bis temper upon it, I Iblnkjia really a silly fellon, my dear, 
ron anould acquaint him nith it,'to trouble hiaheadahoatme, when 
but Dot to mention Miss Lloyd, he sees hoir much I despise hia 
Perhaps hia iricked agent maylnhole aez; and must of conrse 
come at the intelligence, and | make a common man look like a 
j«Teal it to bim. Butlleare it tomfool, were he not to make hiai.telf' 
your own dbcretion to do as you | look like one , by wishing to pitch 
think fit in it All my concern is, his tent so oddly. Our likings and 
that thia daring and foolish pro- diBlikings,aBlbaveofteo thought, 
ject, if carried on, will be a means are seldom governed by prudence, 
of throwing you more into bis ornithaview to hapjjiness. Th^ 
power than ever. But as it will eye, my dear, the nicked eye — 
Mmvinceyon, that there can be no baa sucnastrict alliance with th^ 
bope of a reconciliation, 1 wish you heart — and both have such enmity 
were actually marriea, let the' to the judgment! — Whatanuhe- 
mue for the prosecution hinted qual union, the mind and bodyl 
Rt be what it will, short of murder All the aensea, like the family at 
orarape. HarlowePlace, in a coufederacy 

Tour Hannah was very thank- against that which would animate, 
fill for your kind present. Sbe'audgivehonourto thcwhole,were 
he&ped a thousand bloasingsuponjit allowed its proper precedence. 
yonforit. She has Mr. Lovelace's Permitme, I beseech you, be- 
tOO by thia time. fore you go to Loudon, to send 

pleasedwithMr.Hicltman, you forty-eight guineas ' 



[lean tell you; — for he has sent tion that sum to oblige ti , 
" two guineas by the person'cause, by accepting back the two 
nonriea Hi- Lovclace 8 five,'to HauHah , I will hold you i"- 



Ikl can 

Kao 

^Vbfiroin iuinDknowiiband:noram|debted to me fiflv. —Surely Ih'ii 
^f% or yoOt to know it. Bat he does | will induce you I You know that I 
V t great many things of thie sort; cannot want the money. I told 

■ and is as silent aa the night'in his you, that 1 have near double that 

■ diaritiea^ for nobodv kaowB of.Bum; and that the half of it|ia 
I them, till the gratitude of the more than my mother knowa I ant 

benefited wiU not let them be con- j mistress of. You are afraid , that 
cealed. He is now and then my'my mother will question me on 
tlmoner, and I believe always'this subject; and then you think 
idda to my little benefactions. { 1 must own the truth — but little 
But his time is not come to be as I love eouivocation , and little 
praised tohisfacefortbesethingB;las yon would allowof it in your 
nor does he seem to want that ea- Anna Howe, it istard, if I cannot 
eonragement. '■ (were I to bo ^vtt \o 'A a'rtx «a 



oloBelyJ findsomottaiDg tosaj.tliat ^ 
woald bring me off, and uot im- 1 
peach my veracity. With so little i 
money as yon have , what can you 
do at Bucn a place as London? — j 
ToQ don't knoif what occa ~ 
yOD may have for messengers, 
telligence, and sach-like. Ifyou 
don't oblige me, I shall not think 
your Bpirit to much dovm as you 
say it IS , and as , in this one pa,t~ 
ticiilar, I think it ought to be. 

As t« the state of things be- 
tween my mother and me, you 
know enouglt of her temper, not 
to need to ae told, that she nevei 
espouses or resents with indiffer- 
ence. Vet will she not remember, 
that I am her daughter. No, truly, 
I am all my papa^ girl. 

She was very sensible, sureIy,of 
the violence of my poor father's 
temper, that she can to long re- 
member lAol, when acts of lender- 
nesB and affection seem quite for- 

Eotten. Some daughters would 
e tempted to think, that control 
■ sat very heavy upon a raotherwho 
can endeavour to exert the power 
she has over a child , and regret, 
for years after jdeath, that she 
had not the same over a husband. 
If this manner of expression be- 
comes notme, of my mother, the 
faultwill be somewhat extenuated 
by the love I always bore to my 
father, and by the reverence I 
shall ever pay to his memory : for 
he was a fond father, and per- 
haps woulJ have been as tender a 
husband, hadnotmy mother and 
he been too much of a temper to 
agree. ] 

The miifortuae ^nx, in short, 



that, when une waa oat of hamoni., 
the o/Aemould be so too: yetnei- 
therof their iempe-racomparalhel;/ 
bad. Notwithstanding all which, 
J did not imagine , girlas I was in 
my father's lifetime , that my 
mother's part of the yoke sat so. 
heavy upon her neck as sbe gives 
me room to tbink it did whenever , 
she is pleased to disclaim her part 

■ Both parenla, as 1 have often 
thought, should be very eareful, 
if they would secure \a themselveB 
the undivided love of thea 
children, that, of all things, they 
sbonld'avoidsuch (/luofi/e conten- 
tioDft with each other, as should 
distress their children in choosing^ 
their party, when they would be 
glad to reverence both as they 
ought. 



patient of control, than tmindolent 
one. Ad indolent one, perhaps, 
thinks she has something to co-m- 
piiutid for; while women of tha 
other character, I suppose, know 
too well their own significance to i 
think highly of that of any body 
else. All must be their own way. 
In one word, because they are use' 
ful, they will he uiore than usefill. 
I do assure yon , my dear, werf) 
1. a man, and it man who loved my 

auiet , I would not have one of 
lese managing wives on any con- 
sideration. I would make it a 
matter of serious ini^uiry before- 
hand, whether my mistress's qua- 
Mcations, if I heard she was 
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kotable) were maiatline or femi- fed bom miperfluities that would 
RRBonea. If indeed! were an in- othenriae be wasted; and exert 
lolent BUpiiie mortat, who might hereelf in all the really uaeful 
'1 in danger of becoming the pro- branches of domeBtic manoge- 
Ttyof mv steward, 1 would then ment; then would she move inner 
rbapB chooBe to mairj for the proper sphere; then wonld she 
■lifications of a steward. render herself amiai/^ uaeful, and 

' But, setting ray mother out of refpeflablynecesBATj; then would 
,Hie question, because she is my ebc become the mi'lieas-yiheel of 
inotfaer, have 1 not seen how Lady the family [whatever you think of 
inks up herself above your Anna Howe, 1 wonld not 
er sex, because she knows have her be the ma.!fer-wheel]; 
o manage affairs that do not and every bod^ would love her; 
htlon'j to her ses tomacage'i'— as everybodydidyou, before your 
K&ffaira that do no credit to her as insolent brother came back, 
Y* woman to understand; ;)rac(i-, flushed with his unmerited ac- 
eoUy I mean; for the theory of quirements, and turned all things 
Ifaem may not be amiss to be topsy-turvy. 
[ known. I If you »:ill be informed of the 

Indeed, my dear, I do not think particularsofonrcontention, after 
'* man-moman a pretty characteriyouhave known in general, that 
t ftll: aud, as 1 said, were I a your unhappy affair was the sub- 
ran, I would sooner choose a ject; why tben,l thmklmust tell 
foire, tliougb it were fit for no- you. 
I thing, but as the play says, togo| Yet how shall II? — I fee] my 
tune about honEe,and breed, than cheek glow with mingled shame 
X wife that is seltiog at work (my [and indignation — know then, my 
Insignificant self presCTif perhaps) 'dear, — that I have been — as p 
ery busy hour my never-resting may say — that I have been bealea 
rTHntB, those of Uie stud not ei-' — indeed 'tis true. My mother 
ipted ; and who, with a besom in 1 thought fit to slap my bauds to 
;r hand, as I may say, would be get trom me a sheet of a letter she 
tontinnally filling me with ap-|caught me writing toyou; which 
'^heiuioDB, that she wanted to I tore, because she should not 
■Weep me out of my own house as read it, and burnt it before her 
IHleas lumber. i face. 

Were indeed the mistress of a' 1 know this will trouble you: so 
''unity (like the wonderful young spare yourself the pains to tell me 
idy 1 BO muiih 6.aA uo jiisUij nA- it does. 

. lire) to know how to confine her- , Mr. Hickman came in presently 
»elf within her own respectable after. I would not see hjm. lam 
■roundsof the needle, the pen, ibe^either too much a woman to be 
VjBsekeeper's bills, the dairy for, beat, or too much a child to have 
L ., ^^ jgg j]jg poor an. bumble servant. — SoltoVd^cj 
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mother. What can one oppose Good frugal doctrine, 1117 dearl 
but Bullens, when it would be un- But this way of puttiag it, it 

fiArdonable so much as to think of middling the matter between what 
ifting up a. finger? I have learnt of my mother's ounv 

la the Harlow e-style , she toill prudent and your enlarged no> 
be obeyed, she saya: and even tions. — But Irom docbine to 
Mr. Hickman shall be forbid the fact — 

bouae, if he contributes to ihe I shut myself up all that day; 
carrying on of a correapondence and nhathttleldideat,eat alone, 
which Bhenlllqotsnffer to becon- But at night she sent up Kit^, 
tinned. with a command, upon my obfr- 

Poor mani He stands a whim- dience, to attend her at supper, 
sical chance between aa. But he 1 went down; but most glori* 

Sows he is gure of my mother; oualyin the sullens. YES,anaNO, 
t not of me. 'Tis easy then for were great wordi with me, .to 
him to cbooqe bis party, were it every uiing she asked, for a good 
not his inclination to serve you, while. 

aa it surely ii. And this makes That behaviour, ahe told m^ 
him: a merit with me, which other- j should not do for her. 
wise he would not have ha'l', not-| Beating should not with me, I 
withstanding the good qualities said. 

which I have just now acknow-j My bold resistance, she told me, 
ledged in his favour. For, my htidprovokedhcrtoslap myhand: 
dear, let my faults in other re- and she was sorry to have been so 
spccts be what they may, 1 will provoked. But again insisted, 
pretend to say, that I have in mv, that I would either give up my 
own mind tliosc qualities which I correspondence absolutely, or let 
praised him for. And if we are to her see all tliat passed in it- 
come togethei, 1 could for that] I must not do either. Hold her. 
reason better dispense with them 1 It was unsuitable both to uy in- 
tn him. — So if a husband, who < cliuation and to my honour, at the 
hasa bountiful-tempered wife, is' instigation of base miuds, to give 



niggard, nor seeke 
strain her, but has an opinion of 
all she does, that is enough for 
him: as, on the contrary, if a 
bountiful- tempered husband has 
a fnigal wife, it is best for both. 
For one to give, and the other to 
give, eicept they have prudence, 
find are at so good an under- 
standing with each other, aft to 
compare notes, they may pettaps 



up a friend ii: 

She rung all the maternal 
changes upon the words duty, 
obedience, filial obligation, and 
so forth. 

Itoldher, that a duty too rigo- 
rously and unreasonab^ exacted 
had been your ruin, if you icere 
ruined. 

If I were of age to be married, 1 
hope she would think me capable 



putitout of theirpo.wer tobcytuT. of mairing, or at least ot keeping. 
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If own friendshipB, such a onei 
Mp«cia1]y aa IUb, with a wotnan 
JtHi, and oiie whose friendship she 
BieTBeU', till this distreuaful poiut 
~f time, had thought the moet 
Bcful Rud edifyiDg that Iliad ever 
iontracted. 

The greater the merit, the 
IrOrse the action: the finer the 
talents, the more dangerous the 



mdes thefilialone; and I hoped 
[ need not give up a auffeiing 
pecially at the instiga- 
non of those bjwhoin sbcBnfFered. 
^ told her that it was very hard to 
hnnes mch a condition as that U> 
pi; dntjf; when I was persuaded, 
IbHt both duties might be per- 
^li&ed, without derogating trom 
pitber: that an unreasonable com- 
pand (she must excuse me; Imuat 
■j' it, though I were slapped 
fain) was a degree of tyranny : 
_i<l 1 eould not have wcepted, 
ttiat at these years 1 should be al- 
lowed no will, no choice of my 
ivnl where a woman only was 
moemcd, and the devilish sex' 
Mt in tlte question. 
' What turned most iu favour of 
' el* argument was, thatldeured 
> be excused from letting her 
sad all that passes between us, 
'•"'-listed much upon this: and 
. . , she said , you were in the 
tnds of the most intriguing man 
ji the world; andaman, wbobad 
inadeajeflt of her favourite Hick- 
as she has been told; she 
■B not what coiiecquences,un- 
jught-of byyouorme,may flow 
01 such a correspondence. 



So you see, mv dear, that Ifare 
the woise on Mr. Hickman's ac- 
count! My mother tnlgbl see all 
that passes between us, didluot 
know, that it would cramp your 
spirit, and restrain the freedom of 
your pen, as it would also the 
freedom of mine: and were she 
not moreover so firmly attached to 
the contrary side , that inferences, 
consequences , strained deduc- 
tions, censures, and constructions 
the most partial, would for ever 
be hauled in to tease me , and 
would perpetually subject us to 
the necessity of debating and can- 
vassing. 

Besides, I dou't choose that she 
should know how much this artful 
wretch has outwitted, as I may 
call it, a person ao much his 
superior iu all the nobler qualities 
of the human mind. 

The generosity of your heart, 
and the greatness of^your soul, 
full well Ikuow; but do not offer 
to dissuade me from this cor- 
rcspontlenbe. 

Mr. Hickman, immediately on 
the contention above, ofilered his 
service; and 1 accepted of it, as 
you will see by my last. He 
thinks, though he has allhonoor 
formy mother, that she is unkind' 
to us both. He was pleased to 
tell me (with an air , as I thought) 
that he nut only approved of our 
correspondence, but admired the 
steadiness of m^ friendship; and 
haviug no opinion of your man, 
but a great one of me, thinks that 
my advice or iiitelhgence from 
.time to time maybe ofuse to you; 
and on tbis presumption Ha,id.,tJ[i»t. 
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itwoiildlieathotisand piti«s that 
yon should suffer for want of 
either. 

Mr. Hickman pleased me in the 
main of his speech; and it is well 
the goieral tenor of it was a^e- 
dble: otherwise I can tell him, I 
should have reckoned with him 
for his word approve; for it is a 
style 1 have not yet permitted him 
to talk to me in. And you see, my 
dear, what these men are — no 
sooner do they find that you have 
favoured them with the power of 
doine you an agreeable service, 
but Uiev take upon them to ap- 
prove, forsooth, of your actions! 
By which is implied a right to 
disapprove^ if tbey think fit 

I have told my mother howmuch 
you wish to be reconciled to your 
relations, and how independent 
you are upon Lovelace. 

Mark the end of the latter as- 
sertion, she says. And as to recon- 
ciliation, she knows that nothing 
will do (and will have it, tbat 
nothing ougJu to do) but your re- 
tuminfi^ back, without presuming 
to condition with them. And this 
if you do, she says, will best shew 
your independence on Lovelace. 

You see, my dear, what your 
duty is, in my mothers opinion. 

I suppose your next directed to 
Mr. Hickman y at his own house, 
will be from London. 

Heaven preserve you in honour 
and safety, is mv prayer. 

What you do for change of 
clothes, I cannot imagine. 

It is amazing to me what your 
relations can mean by distressing 
yon as they seem tissojved to do. 



I see they will throw yon inl 
arms, whether you will or no 

I send this by Bobert. fb 
patch sake; and can only r 
Uie hitherto rejected offer ( 
best services. A<Beu, my d< 
fdend. Bdkve me ever, 

Your aflbctionate and fait 

AkhaHo 

LETTSE XXZVn. 
MiM CUritsa Hsrlowe U MiM E 

Thursday, Apr 

I SHOULD think myself n 
imworthy of your fheudshi 
my own concerns, heavy at 
are, so enj^oss me, that I 
not find leisure for a few li: 
declare to my beloved friei 
sincere disapprobation of he 
duct,* in an instance where 
so generously faulty, that th 
sciousness of tbat very gene 
may hide from her the fault, 
I, more than any other, hav 
son to deplore, as being tl 
happy occasion of it. 

You know, you say, thai 
accoimt of the contentioi 
tween your mother and yo 
trouble me; and so you b 
spare myselJF the pains to te 
that they do. 

You did not use, my dei 
forbid me thus beforehand. 
were wont to say, you lov< 
the better for my expostul 
with you on tbat acknowl 
warmth and quickness of 
temper which your own £food 
1 taught you to be apprehens: 
[What though I have so mis< 
fallen, and am unhappy? ] 
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[had nay judgment worth re-, balf of the faulty particulars 70a 
"urding, it is now as much worth give, that these faults are ex- 
.1 ever, because 1 can give it aa|cusabie in one who bo wellknowa 
rfreelr against myself as against'herdutj? 

I'my body else. And shall! not, I Yourmotherhadagoodopinion 

■'«1ien there seems to be aii infec- ; of me once : is not that a reason 

■Ition in m]^ fault, and that it leads ^ wh<r she should be more regarded 

wyoa likewise to resolve to earn' on now, when 1 have, as she believes, 

m B correspondence against prohibit ', no deservedly forfeited it? A pie- 

F^ion, expostulate with you upon judice in favour is as hard to be 

' it; when whatever consequeiiceB totally overcome, as a prejudice 

flow from your disobedience, they in disfavour. In what a strong 

but widen my error, which is as light,then,must that error appear 

the evil root, from which such sad to her, that should so totally turn 

branches spring? , her heart against me, herself not 

The mind that can gloiy in aprincipalin thecase? 

beingcapableof sonoble, so firm, I There are other duties,yoQ say, 

■oanahakenafriendHhipasthatof besides the filial duty: but that, 

. my dearMias Howe; a friendship | my dear, must be a duty prior to 

I^WDich no casualty or distress can all other duties; a duty anterior, 

aen, but which increases wjlh'asi may aay, to your very birth: 

■ misforluues of its friend — I and what duty ought not to give 

inch a mind must he above taking way to that, when they come in 

Imiss the well-meant admonitions competitiou? 

fftbatdistinguishedfrieiid. Iwill' yliu are persuaded, that tlie 

lot therefore apologize for my duty to your friend, and the filial 

^edom on this subject: and the duty, may be performed without 

H need I, when that freedom is ' derogating from either. Your 

e result of an affection, in the mniher thinks otherwise. What 

hry instance, so ahsobitelg dis- js the conclusion to be drawn from 

rested, that it tends to de-jthesepremises? 

e myself of the only comfort When your mother sees how 

. me. Imach / suffer in my reputation 

Tour acknowledged sullena ; from the step I have taken , from 

Jour tearing from your mother's whom she and all the world el- 
ands the letter she thought she pected better things, how much 
had a right to see ; and burning it, reason has she to be watchful over 
asyouown, hetbreherfaee; your yon! One evil draws on another 
re&sa) to see the man, who is so after it; and how knows she, or 
willing to obey you for the sake any body, where it may stopV 
of your unhappy friend, and this Does not the person who will 

eely to vex your mother; can vindicate, or Beektoc:i.Vcii'!i*.\*,».i 

I tnink, my dear, upon this faulty etep ia &adV\v«.t. ^ 
■d reeapJtidatioa of hardly one lightmuat yo^n " " — ^ 
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tlie mutter in {juestiDii between And Bball that neceieary EncreoHe^ 
Iier and you] give an indication □t'careHituneBsyuponiu,becaHBS^1 



itherof a culpable will, or a weak 
judgment; and may not she ap- 
prebend , that the cenBorious will 
think, that such a one might prob- 
ably have equally failed under the 
aanteindueemenls and proviicalionn, 
to use vnur nitnurnrijs, aa applied 
to me in a former letter? 

Can there be a atvonger instance 
in human life, than min ' 
early fumiahed within 
months past (uot to mention the 
uncommon provoealiona to it, 
which I have met with) of the 
necesaitv of the continuance of a 
walchful parent's care over a 
daughter; let that daughter have 
obtained ever so great a reputa- 
tion for her prudence! 

Is not the spiice from sixteen to 
twenty-one, that which requires 
this cai-e, more than at any time 
of a joung woman's life? For in 
that period, do we not geneiull^ 
attract the eyes of the other aez 
and become the subject of Ibeir 
addresses,' and not seldom of their 
attempls? And la not that the 
period iu which our conduct 
misconduct gives ua a reputation 
or disieputaiion, that almost insc' 
parably accompHnies ua through- 
out our whole future lives'^ 

Are we not likewise then most 
in danger from ourre/uei, because 
of the distinction with which wc 
are apt to behold pai'ticulare ol 
thateex? 

And when our dangers multiply, 
both from viliin and u-ii/imii, do 
not our parents know, that theii 
vigilance ought to be doubled^ 



laeS 



grown up to stature and 
womanhood? 

Will you tell me, if bo, whatU 
the precise stature and age, at 
wbich a Eood child shall conclude 
here elf absolved from the dutyabe 
owes to a parent?— And at whicli 
aparent, after the example of the 
dums of the brute creation, is to 
lay aside all cai'e and teudemess 
for her offspring? 

le it so hard tor you, my dear, 
to be treated like a child? And 
can you not think it aa bard for 
a good parent to imagine herself 
under tbe unhappy neccsnilg of 
BO treating her woman-grown 
daughter? 

Do you think, if your mother 
had been sou.and you yourmftber^ 
and yfiur daughter had struggled 
with you, aa you did with ber, that- 
you would not have been aa apt M 
your mother was to have slapped- 
your daughter's hands, to bavo 
made ber quit her hold, and give 
up the prohibifed letter? 

Your mother (old you with great 
truth, that 30U provuked her to 
this harshness; and it was great 
condescension in her (antT not 
taken notice of by you as it de- 
served) to say that she was aorrg 

At foery age on this side matri- 
lony (for llien we come under 
notber sort of protection, though 
liat is far from abrogating tie 
filial duty) it will be found, that 
the niiigg of our parents are oar 
most necessary and moat effectual 
safeguard from the vultures, the 
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<lii>.ie accmiiit, and omoliah 
iou she rrmembcred (hem. Yoa 
aiiiiot judge, nor ought you to 
alUmpI to judge, of what might 
havepasseil between both, to em- 
bitter and kuep awake dieggree- 



ks, the kites, and other vil- towards Mr. Howe: a gentleman, 
OUB birds of prey, that hover of whose memory I will only Bay, 
over us with a view to xeize and tlittt it ought to be revered by yoa 
destroy aa the firat time we are — but'yet,Bhoald you not examine 
caught wandering oat of the eye yourself, whether your diep I easnrQ 
or care of our watchful aud na- at your mother had no pact in 
tural guardians and protectorB. ,your revived reverence for yonr 

Hard as you may suppose it, lo father, at the time you wrote? 
be denied the Luniinuanee of aj Nooneisperfect:andalthongh 
ijondenee once «o much np- 1 your mother may not be so rignt 
jovvea, even by the veueiable.lo remember disagrecableueaaea 
deniw; yet, if yourmother think against the departed, yet should 
ny fault to be of such e. naiure,jyou not wani|ia be reminded on 
is tiiat a <!orrP9|)ondencc with me 
~ C%st a shade upon your repu- 
non; uU my own friends having 
ven me up — that haidship is to 
mbtnllted to. And must it not 
■take faer the more sheiiuous lo 
■i||>port her own opinion when she 
- the first fruits of this tena- 
loesa on your aide, is to be 
\ofim»ly in tkf xnliciit, as you call 
.; Hod ilk a disobedient opposi- 
tion? 

\uow that you have an huraor- 
meaniiiK m that exprpssion, 
and that this turn, in most cases, 
a. delightful poignancy both 
ill yoor oonversation and corrc- 
fpondence; bnt Indeed, my dear, 
»■> ease will not bear humour. 
Will you give me leave to 
othU tedious expostulation, that 
by DO mi'ans approve of some of 
he thinea you write, in the rela- 
tion to IDO manner in which your 
btbep »nd mother lived — at 
lived — only ai limrf, I dare 



remembranCPB 



I the t 



Hot tliif) subject must not be' 

irsued. Another might, ni h 

ore pleasure, (though not wilh.' 

□ro approbation) upon one of 

your lively cxciirBions. It is upon 

the high airs you give yourself 

upon the word approve. 

How comes it about, I wonder, 
that a young lady so noted for a 
predo mi Haling generosity, should 
not be uniformly generous? That 
your generosity slionld fail ii 

to 



, where policy, prudei 
gratitude, would not permit il 
tail? Mr. Hickman (as vou c 



Mfh"^!/. raUier than to her du'ld. fess) has indeed 

'' whatever wb« wrong in her Iflliad not long ago known. tlh.'Ut., 

"net, if any thing icon wrong', he would never hove fo^uA«<v«& 
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vocate in me for my Anna Howe's 
fovoDT to him. Often and often 
have I been concerned, wben I 



had well anpported his part in 
jronr abaence, sink at once into 
eilenCB the moment jou came into 
companj. 

I have told yon of this before ; 
and 1 believe 1 ninted to you once, 
that the supercilioosneaa vou put \ 
<m only to nim, waa capable of a' 
conatruction , which at the time' 
would have very little gratified | 
your pride to have had made; 
since it would have been aa much 
in hit favoor aa in your disfavour. 

Mr. Hickman, my dear, is a 
modfsl man. I never see a modest 
man, bat I am sure (if he has not 
wanted opportunitieB) that be has 
a treaaure in hie mind, which re- 
quires nothing but the fcfy of en- 
courajemeni to unlock it, to mjikel 
him ahine — while a conf '" ' 
man, who, to be confident, 
Slink aa meanly of bia company 
as highly of himaelf , enters with 
maii^sterial.aira upon anysubji 



therefore inspire her with an 
agreeable self-confidence. 

What a lot have I drawn! — 
We are all indeed apt to turn 
teacheiTB — but, sorely, 1 am better 
enabled to talk, to write, upon 
these subjects, than ever I was. 
But I Will banish '«g'elf, if pos- 
;Biblc,fromau address which, when 
I began to ivrite,Iwas determinetl 
to confine wholly to your own par- 
ticular. 

i My dearcat, deareat Iriend, how 
ready are you to tell us what 
•J (iers should do, and evenvhata 
^mother should have done! But 
indeed yon once, I remember, ad- 
vanced, that, aa different attain- 
ments required different talenta tb 
master them, so in the writing wa^, 
a peraon might not be a bad critic 
upon the works of others, although 
he might himaelf be ouable to write 
with excellence. But will you per- 
account for all thia 



to bring himself off when found 
ont, talks of more than he is 
master of. 



But a modest man! — 0, my 
dear, shall not a modest woman 
diatinguish and wish to consort 
with a modest man? — A man, 
hefore whom, and to whom, she 
may open her lips secure of his 
good opinion of all she says, and 
of hie just and polite regard for 
her joi^gment'? snd v£> muat 



being aensible of the deTecta of 
human nature (that is to aay, of 
ita amn defects) loves to be cot- 
reclingt But in exercising that 
tiiltnt, chooaea rather to turn its 
eye nuiward than intcwdf In other 
words, to employ itself rather in 
Ilienuf-rfooi-search thanin the in- 
d-<or pxamination. 

And here g^ve me leave to add 
(ani yet it is with tender reluo- ■ 
tnnce) that although you say very 
pvetly things of notable wives; 
Hiidalthousbl joinwithyouinopt- 
iiioQ, that husbanda may have as 
mauyiucoiLTemeDcea to enconnter 
laah OS conreoiences to boaat taf. 
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from ftomen of that character; make me, as I ha vet hinted, veiy 

Eet Lady Hartley perhaps would partial to my own wishes: — elae^ 
ave had mildec treatment from if it were not an artfal evasion 



JWIT pen . had it not been dipped beDCath an open and frank heart 
m gall with a mother in your eye. towiahtobecornplicdwith.Iwoold 
As to the money you ao gener- be glad methinkH to be permitted 
ously and repealedly offer, don't still to write to you; and only to 
be angry with me, if 1 again say, have such eccasinnal refurn* by 
that lam verv deairoiia that you Mr. Hichmati's pen, as well M 
shoold be able to avier, without cover, aa might set me right when' 
tbe least qualifying or reserve, I am wrong; confirm me wheo 
that nothing of that sort has riKbt;andguidemenhereIdoiibL' 
passed between ua. 1 know your Tnis would enable me to proceed 
mother's strong way* of putting in the difficult path before me with' 
questinn fhe U inlejil ii;i(in more asauredueaa. For whatever'' 



lisving answered. But yetlpro- suffer from the censures of others,' 
miBe that I will be obligeu lo if IcanpregprveyourKOodopiDion, 
nobody but you when 1 bare oc- 1 shall not be altoeetEerunnappy,' 
— ■■ — letwhatwill befarme. ' 

And indeed, my dear, I knowi 
not how to /VjrAear writing. Ihave 
Mtu Ciufaaa H«rlowe no w no other employment or diver- 1 

-'"■i.Andlmuatwnteon, although, 
in npiuii.iiu»uii. 1 1 were not to send It to any body. 

Aim now, my dear, a fen words i You have often heard me own toa 
astatheprohibitioulaiduponyou; advantages I have found from 
a subject that I have frequently writing down every thing of mo-' 
toaehed upon, but curaonly, be- ment that befals me; and of all 
CAiue 1 naa afraid to truat myself , I lliiixt:, and of all 1 do, that majii 
with it, knowing that my Judg- be of futureuae to me; for,bB8ideB' 
ISt^nt^ifldid, would condemn my that this helps to form one to »> 
practicie. jatyle, and opens and expands thai 

you command me not to at- ductile mind, [every one will find,i 
tonpt to dissuade you from this that many a good thought eva- 
C9n«apondcnce; and you tell me poratesiu thinking; manyagood 
how kmdiy Mr. Hickman approves resolution goes on, driven out of i 
of it: and how obliging he is to memory perhnps by some othee! 
me, to permit it to be carried on not bo goud: Butwhenlset down* 
under cover to him — but this what Li-i/^ do, orwhatl^ai^edone, 
doesuot quite liatiafy me. |on this or that occasion; thereao-' 

I am a verv bad casuist; and lution or action isbeforcme,eithet 
the pleasure 1 take in writing lo to be adhered to, withdrawn, or 
TOQ, who are the only one to whom amended; and I have entered into* 
1 can disburden my mind, may'compact with to'^mM, 9- ^ "•" 
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say; [haying given it under my rather triumph over me thailh keep 
own hand to improve, rather than my secret Mr. Lovelace, whose 
lo go backward, as I live longer. pride already so ill brooks my 

1 would willingly, therefore, regrets for meeting him, (when he 
write to ^ou, if I might; the rather thmks, if I had not, I must have 
as it would be the more inspiriting been Mr. Solmes's wife) would per- 
to have some end in view in what hapsireat me with indignity : and 
I inrite; sonxe friend to please; thus, deprived of all refuge and 
besides merely seeking to gratify protection, I {should become the 
my passion for scribbbng. scoff of men of intrigue; and be 

"But why, if your mother will tliought, \\ilh too great an ap> 
permit our correspondence on com- pearance of reason, a disgrace to 
municating to her all that passes my sex — wfiile that avowed love, 
in it, and if she would condescend however indiscreetly shewn, which 
to one only condition, may it not is followed by marriage, will find 
be complied with? imore excuses made for it than 

Would she not , do you think, generally it ought to find. 
my dear, be prevailed upon to But, if your mother will receive 
have the communication made to the communication in confidence, 
hex, in confidence f 'pray shew her all that I have 

If there were any prospect of a written or shall write. If my past 
reconciliation with my friends, I conduct in that case shall not be 
should not have so much regard found to deserve heavy blame, I 
for my pride, as to be afraid oiany shall then perhaps have the benefit 
bodies knowing how much I have of her advice, as well as yours. 
been outwitted, as you call it. I And if after a re-establishment in 
would, in that case (when I had her favour, I shall wilfully deserve 
left Mr. Lovelace) acquaint your blame for the time to come, I will 
mother and all my own friends | be content to be denied yours as 
with the whole of my story. It well as hers for ever, 
would behove me 80 to do', for my| ' As to cramping my spirit, as 
own reputation, and for their satis- you call it, (were! to sit down to 
faction. | write what I know your mother 

But if I have no such prospect, must see) that, my dear, is^al- 
what will the communication of ready cramped. And do not think 
my reluctance to go away with ! so unhandsomely of your mother, 
liur. Lovelace , and of his arts to as to fear that she would make 
frighten me away, avail me? Yom partial constructions against me.- 
mother has hinted, that my friends iJ^either you nor I can doubt, but 
would insist upon my returning to j that, had she be^nleft unprepos- 



them, (as a (proof of the truth of 
my plea) to be disposed of, without 
condition, at their pleasure. If I 
scrupled this, my orother would 



sessedly to herself, she would have 
shewn favour to me. And so, I 
dare say, would my uncle Antony. 
Nay, -my dearj I can extend my 



■moles, SA that tbey need not 
appTebensive of my clashing witli ' 
ta&i intcreBts; they woula not' 
Appose a pardon, although they 
might not wiith a reconciliation; 
especially if 1 would make a fen 
ncriSces to them: which, I assure 
yoa, I should be inclined to make 

1 wholly free and indepen- 

)ii this man. You kno<v I 
n* valued myself upon worldly 
icqnisitions, but as they enlarged 
my power to do things I loved to 

do. And if I were denied the[frien(I, than by continubg either 
power, ImUBt, aslnowdo, curbjblind or wilful.to expose ourselv"" 
lay inclination. " ' - ' ' 
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ekaiit^ still further: for t am . forgiveness of it,( becauae few 
lomebmes of opinion, that were'friendships are founded on aucb a 
my brother and sister absolulel'j.haaiBOSO'arB; which is, "freely to 
«ertom,that they hadBofarmined'jjtie reproof, and thankfiiliy to 
*-" "- "■" opmion of both my recciveit, as oecaaiona arise; that 
' " " ■ . . ■.. . opportunity to 



soeithermay _ _^^ , ._ 

clear np mistakes, to acknowledge 
and amend errors, as well in be- 
haviour as in words and deeds; 
and to rectify and confirm each 
other in the judgment each shall 
form upon persons, things, and 
circumstances." And all this 
iijion the following consideration: 
"That it is ir.uch more eligible, as 
,well aa hoQOurahle, to be corrected 
with the gentleness that may be 
expected from 



however, think me 
entity of an affectation in what I 
nave said of my brother and sister. 
Sercre enough I am sure it is, in 
&s most favourable sense. And 
an rndifierent person will be of 
Opinioii , that Iheij are much better 
■rarranted than ever, for the sake 
of tbe family -honour , toseefeto 
nun Die in the favour of all my 
fiiends. 

Bnt to the former topic — try, 
.my daar,if your mother will, upon 
ue condition above given, permit 
<nir correspondence, on seeing all 
itifshewillnot, what 

would there he in n 

lore to you , were I to wish you 
forego your dnty for mv sake ! 
And now, one word as to tl 
wdom I have treated you with 
this tedious eipostulatory ad- 
dress. Z presume — upon your 



perhaps malignant world." 

But it is as needless, 1 dare say, 
to remind you of this, as it is to 
repeat my requeat, so often re- 
pealed , that you will not, inyoup 
turn , spare the follies and the 
faults of 

Your ever affeetiooate 

Cl. IIaei-owb. 

Siihjoined In ihe above. 

I said, that I would avoid writ- 
ing any thing of my own parti- 
cular affairs in the above addresa, 
if I could. 

I will write one letter more, to 
inform you how I stand with this 
man. But, my dear, you muat 
permit thatone, and your answer 
to it, (for I waut your advice upon, 
the contenta of mine_) and the 
copy of one L have Tiiitt.ea.'wj'aq 
auat , to be tte \aa\. \feaX ^^a.-^"" 
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between US, while the prohibition about my mother and me, once 
continues. more, I beg of you. We shall do 

1 fear, I very much fear, that my well enough together — now a 
unhappy situation will [draw me falling out, now a falling in. 
in to be guilty of evasion, of little It used to be so, when you were 
affectations, and of curvings from not in the question, 
the plain, simple truth, which jl Yet do 1 give you my sincerest 
was wont.to delight in, and prefer thanks for every line of your re- 
to every other consideration. But prehensive letters: which I intend 
allow me to say, and this for your to read asoften;as Ifind my temper 
sake, and in order to lessen your rises. 

mother's fears of any ill conse- I will freely own, however, that 
quences that she misht apprehend I winced a little at first reading 
nrom our correspondence, that if I them. But I see, that on every 
am at any time guilty of a failure reperusal, I shall love and honour 
in these respects, I will not ^o on you still more, if possible, than 
in tV, but endeavour to recover my before. ' 

lost ground, that I may not bring Yet I think I have one advan* 
error into habit. tase over you, and which I will 

I have deferred going to town, hold through this letter, and 
at Mrs. Sorlings's earnest request; through all my future letters ; that 
but have fixed my removal to is,- that I will treat you as freely 
Monday, as I shall acquaint you as you treat me; and yet will 
in my next. never think an apology necessary 

I have already made a progress to you for my freedom, 
in that next; but havine an imex- , JDUt that you so think with re* 
pected opportunity, wm send this spect to me is the effect of your 
By. itself. gentleness of temper , with a tittle 

J &etch of implied refiection on the 
LETTER XL. | warmth of mine. Gentleness in a 

Miss Howe to Miss Clarissa Hsrlowe. I WOipan yoU hold to be np fault : 

nor do I a httle due or provoked 
Friday morning, April 21. | warmth — but what is this but 

My mother will not comply with praising on both sides what neither 
your condition, my dear. I hinted | of us can help; nor perhaps irwA 
it to her as from myself. But the to help ? You can no more go out 
jETar/ot/^es' (excuse me) have got her , of your road than I can go out of 
entirely in with them. It is a mine. It would be a pain to either 
scheme of mine, she told me, | to do so : what then is it in cither's 
formed to draw her into yourparty approving of her own natural bias, 
against your parents. Which, but making a virtue of necessity? 
for her own sake, she is very care- But one observation I will aad, 
frd about. that were your character and my 

Don't be so much concerned character to be tinil|y drawn, mine 



!^! 



would be allowed to be the moat, 
■MturaL Sbades and lights are 
MaalljrneoeaEaryinafine picture. 
Tours would be surrounded with 
ntcb a flood of brightness, with 
mch a glory, that it would indeed 
dazzle; bat leave one heartless ' 
itnitate it. 

may you not suffer from a 
baae world for your gentleness ^ 
vrbile my temper, by its warmth, 
keeping all imposition at diatance, 
tboagh less amiable in general, 
affords me not reason, as L have 
inen^oned heretofore, to wish 
make, an exchange with yoal 

1 should indeed be ioeicuaable 
to open my lips by way of contra- 
diction to my mother, had 1 such 
■ fine spirit as yours to deal with. 
Tnitb 18 truth, my dear! Why 
■honld narrowness run away with 
the praises due to a noble cxpan^ 
■ioDOf heart? If everybody would 
^wakout, asldo, (that is to say 
aire praise where only praise is 
3ae; diqiraise where due likewise) 
4hame, if not pnTitrjp/f. would mend 
the world — nay, shame would 
introduce principle in a generation 

to. Very true, my dear. Do 
, _ _ apply- I dare not. — For I 
fear you almost as much as I taue 
yfM. 
IwillgiveyouaninstaDce,iicver- 
mIus, which will a-new demon- 
nt8, that none but very gene- 
ni> and noble-minded people, 
ought to be implicitly obeyed. 
You know what I said above, that 
trUkialruth, 
Inconveniences will sometimes 
riae from having to do with per- 
ms of modesty and scrupulous- 
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ness. Mr. Hickman, you say, is 
a tiwiieil man. He put your eoT- 
reetive packet into my handwitit 
a very fine bow, and a self-satia* 
fied air [v.-e'll ainsiiler what ffou tag 
if iMn honest man hy-and-bg, mg 
ileal]: his strut was not gone offi 
when iu came my mother as I waa 
reading it. 

When some folks find their 
anger has made them considerable; 
they will be always angry, or 
seeking occasion for anger- 
Why, now, Mr. Hickman — 
why, now, Nancy, — [aa I was 
huddling the packet into my 
pocket at her entrance] yon baytf 
a letter brought you this instanb 
— While the -motletl man, with hi» 
pansing brayings. Mad-a— mad- 
dam, looked as if ho knew not 
whether he had best to run, and 
leave me and my mother to fight 
it out, or to stand his ground and' 
see fair play. 

It n-ould have been poor to tell 
a| lie for it. She fluog away. I 
went out at the opposite door to 
read the contents; leaving Mi*! 
Uickman to exercise his mliiie leelh 
upon his thumb nails. 

When 1 had read your lettara, 
I went to find out my mother. I 
told her the generous contents, 
and that you desired that the pro-' 
hibition might be adhered to, I 
proposed your condition, asfhim 
myself; and was rejected, ~~ 
above. 

She supposed she was finely 
painted between two "youDgcrea-i 
tures, who hadmorewitthanpra- 
dence:" and instead of bein^ pre- 
vailed upon by the genwaMJ::^ <A'-J 
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your sentiments, made use of your 
opinion only 'to confirm her own, 
and renewed her prohibitions, 
char^ingme to return no other an- 
swer out that she did renew them 
adding, that they should stand till 
your relations were reconciled to 
you; hinting as if she had engaged 
for as much: and expected my 
compliance. 

I thought of your reprehensions 
and was meek, though not pleased. 
And let me tell you, my^dear, that 



But yet, to satisfy you all I can, 
I will as seldom return answers 
while the interdict lasts, as may 
be consistent with my notions of 
friendship , and with the service 1 
owe you and can do you. 

As to your expedient of writing 
by Uickqrian [and now, my dear, 
your modest man comes in and as 
you love modesty in that sex, I 
will do my endeavour, by holding 
him at a proper distance , to keep 
him in your favour] I know what 



as long as I can satisfy my own ^ you mean by it, my sweet fiiend. 
mind , that good is intendea , and \ It is to make that m^n significant 
that it is hardly possible that evil with me. Astothecorrespqndence, 
should ensue from our correspon- that shall go on, I do assure you, 
dence — as long as I know, that be as scrupulous as you please — 
this prohibition proceeds origin- 1 so that tJiai will not suffer if I do 
4lly nrom the same spiteful mmds not close with your proposal as to 
Wmch have been the occasion of him. 



all these mischiefs — as long as I 
kaiow, that it is not your fault if 
youc relations are not reconciled 



I must tell you, that I think it 
will be honour enough for him to 
have his name made use ofiso fre- 



to you; and (that upon conditions quently betwixt us. This, of it- 
which no reasonable people would self, is placing a' confidence in 
refuse — you must give me leave, * him, that will make him walk bolt 
with all deference to your judg- upright, and displaj^ his white 
ment, and to your excellent les-jhand, and his /Ine dimond ringj 
sons (which would reach o/mo;*/ land most miehtily lay down his 
every case of this kind hut the pre- 1 services and his pride to oblige, 
sent) to insist upon your writing and his diligence, and his fidelity, 
to me, and that minutely, as if: and his contrivances to keep oar 
this prohibition had not been 'secret aru/ his excuses, and his eva- 
laid.^ Isions to my mother, when chal- 

It is not from humour, from per- lenged by her; with- fift ands be-^ 
verseness , that I insist upon this. ! side : and will it not moreover givey 
I cannot express how much my him pretence and excuse ow^er 
heart is in your concerns. And than ever to pad -nag it hither to 
you must, in short, allow me to goodjjMrs.Howe's fair daughter? 
think, that if I can ao you service] But to admit him into my com- 
by writing, I shall be better justi- pany tete-k-t^te, and into my 
fied in continuing to write than my [ closet , as often as I would wish to 
— '♦ber is in her prohibition. i write to you ; I only to dictate to 
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lis pen — my mother (ill the time 
apposing that I was going to be 
leartilj; in love with him — to 
oake him master of my heart, as I 
may say, when I write to you — 
sdeed, my dear, I u'ojiV. Nor, 
rere I married fo the b^st HE in 
ngtand, would I honour him with 
e commnuication of my corre- ' 



e^J 



;{No, my dear, it ia sufficient, 
^^^rely, forhim toparadeitin the 
" " iter of our letter- conveyer, 
■> be honoured in a cover, 
^—^d never fear but, modest as you 
Blink him, he wIU make enough of 
-lat. 

You are always blaming me for 
'^ant of generosity to thU man, 
'^'"id for abuse of power. But I 
ofess, my dear, I cannot tell 
iw to help it. Do, dear now, let 
spread ray plumes a little, and 
_. iT-and- then make my self feared. 
Tiiis is my time you know, since 
would be no more to jii/i credit 
lan to hii to give myself those 
_n when I am married. He has 
ijoywhenlam pleased with him, 
■-ni he would not know but for 
I pain my displeasure gives liim. 
_Uen, 00 more thai) W'linefi, know 
bow to make a. moderate use of 
power. Is not that seen every 
say, from the prince to the pea- 
ant? If 1 do not make Hickman 
[nakenow-and-then, he will en- 
savour to make me fear. All 
e animals in the creation are 
ore or less in a state of hosltility 
itb each other. The wolf that 
away from a lion, will devour 
. lamb the next moment. I re- 
member, that I was once so en- 



139 

raged at a game chicken, that was 

continually pecking at another (a 

Eoor humble one, as I thought 
im) that I had the offender 
caught, and without more ado, in!a 
jiel tifhumnnili/, wrung bis neck off. 
What followed this execution? 
Why that other grew insolent as 
soon as Al< insulter was goDBn and 
was 'continually pecking at one 
or two under Mm. Peck and be 
hanged, said I, — I might as well 
have preserved thefirst^ for I see 
it is the nature uflhe beast. 

Excuse my flippancies. I,wiBt( 
I'were with you. I wonldmakeyou' 
smile in the midst of your gravest- 
airs, aslusedtodo. Othatyou 
had accepted of my offer to attend 
you! But mihinij that I offer will, 
you accept. — Take care ! — You 
will make me very angry with you! 
and when I am, you know value 
nobody : for, dearly as 1 love you, 
I must be, aud cannot always 
help it, Your saucy 

Anna Howe. 

letter xli. 

Mill GluliiiL BanowB Id Miai Hoo«. 
Frldiy, April >L 

Mn. Lovelace communicated to 
me Ibis morning early, from his 
intelligencer, the news of my 
brother's scheme. 1 like him the 

betterfor making very light of it; 
and for bis treating it with con- 
tempt. And indeed, bad I not had 
the hint of it from you , I should 
have suspected it to he some con- 
trivance of his , in order to hasten 
me to town, where he has long - 
wished to be Yiim%c\i. 
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He read me the passage in that from the knowledge of every body 
Leman's letter, which is pretty but Miss Howe; and that you 
much to the effect of what you should leave me; since they will 
wrote to me from Miss Lloyd; certainlyconclude, that where one 
wiUi this addition, that one Single- is the other is not far off: and it is 
ton, a master of a Scots vessel, is easier to trace you than me, 
the man who is to be the principal You would not surely wish, said 
in this act of violence. he, to fall into your brother^s 

I have seen him. He has been hands by such a violent measure 
twice entertained at Harlowe as this? I {)ropose not to throw 
Place, as |my brother's friend. ' myself officiously in their way; 
He has the air of a very bold and but should they have reason to 
fearless man; and I fancy it must thii^k I avoided them, would not 
be his project; as my brother, I that whet their diligence to find 
suppose, talkd to etery body of you, and their cburage to attempt 
the rash step \ have taken ; for he to Carry you off; and subject me 
did not spare me before he had to insults that no man of spirit 
this seeming reason to censure can bear? 
me. I Lord bless me! said I, to what 

This Singleton lives at Leith; has this one fatal step that I have 
80, perhaps I am to be carried to been betrayed, into — 
my Drother*8 house not far £rom| Dearest madam, let me beseech 
that port. I you to forbear this harsh language, 

Putting these passages together, when vou see, by this new scneme, 
I am nbt a little apprehensive, how determined they were upon 
that the design, lightly as Mr.!carrving their old ones, had you 
Lovelace,fromhisfearlesstemper,!not been betrayed ^ as you call it 
treats it, may be attempted to be Have I offered to defy^ the laws of 
carried into execution; and of the society, as this brother of yours 
consequences that may attend it, | must do, if any thins be intended 
if it be. I by this ptoject? I hope you will 

I asked Mr. Lovelace, seeing be pleased to observe, that there 
him so frank and cool, what he are as violent and ^s wicked enter- 
would advise me to do. ! prisers as myself — but this is so 
. Shall I ask you^ madam, what very wild a proje^ct, that I think 
are your own thoughts? — Why | there can be no room for appre- 
I return the question , said he, is hensions from it. I know your 
because you have been so very, brother well. When at college, 
earnest, that I should leave you he had always a romantie turn: 
as soon as you are in London,; but never had a head for any thing 
that I know not what to propose but to puzzle and confound him- 
without offending you. Iself. A half- invention, and a 

My opinion is, said I, that I whole conceit; but not master of 
shomd studiously conceal myself talents to do himself good, or 
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Fathers bitmi, but as those others 
ave him the power by their 
felly. 

Thia is very volubly run 

lir! — But Tioleat spiritB are 

loo much 'alike; nt least in their 

lethodE of resenting. You iv! 

Ot preamne to make yourself 

3as Innocent man surely, vrbo had 

etermined to brave my whole 

unily in person, if my folly had 

K>t Baved you the rashness, and 

tern the insult — 

Dear madam! — Still must il 
te folly, rashness I — It is as im- 
ONtble for you to think tolerably 
f any body "ui of yourow^lfaml■ 
^, as it is for any one in it It 

e yoor lovel Forgive mei 

It creature! if t didnotlove 
a never man loved a woman, 

nught appear more indilFerent 
» prefereuees so undeservedly 
lade. Bat let me ask you, ma- 
am. what have you home from 
»e! What cause bare I given VI 
> treat me with so much seventy , 
ndso little confidence.' and what 
ave you not borne from Ikemf 
[slice and ill-will, indeed, sitting 
■ jndgmeat upon my character, 

not give sentence in m~ 

lur; but what of ynur ow 
jrferfpe have yon aganiafme? 

Spirited quealious, were they 

"", toy dearV — And they were 

ed with as spirited an air. 1 

wstartled. But I waa resolved 

t to desert myself. 

Ja-Qi\aa,ime, Mr. Loveli 
tss a proper occasion taken, to 
ire yooraelf these high airs to 
le, a j'oiing creature destitute of 

-'- -' " 't is a Borprising 
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question you ask me. Had I aught 
agaiuit you ofiay nwn Icnnwledge 
— I can tell you , sir — and away 
I would have flung. 

He snatched my hand, and be- 
sought me not to leave him in dis- 
pleasure. Ue pleaded his paasioQ 
for ine, and my severity to him, 
and partiality for those from 
whom I bad suffered so much; and 
whose intended violence, he said, 
was now the subject of our da- 
liberation. 

I was forced to hear him, 
You condescended , dearest 
creature, said he, to ask my ad- 
vice. It is very easy, give me 
leave to say, to advise you what 
to do. I |hope I may, on this new 
occasion, speak without offence, 

rvilinillislaruling ymr furmer in- 
jiiiiciiiins — you see that there can 
be no hope of reconciliation with 
yoar relations. Can yon, madam, 
consent to honour with your hand 
. wretch whom yOu have never 
'Ct obliged witli one imlunlaiy 



E 

What a Tecrimiiialing , what a 
eprondifuliDug, my dear, was this 
of putting a qnestion of this na- 

I expectednotfroDihun, atthe 
ime, and just as I was very angry 
'ith him, either the question or 
ne manner. 1 am ashamed to re- 
collect the confusion I was thrown 
o: all your advice in my head 
the moment: yet his words 
prohibitory. He confideiitly 
seemed to eujoy my confusionj 
\inil£al, mi) dear, he knows not wluU. 
•espeafuHrtvei»l\9sA^iA\-v^:ia. 
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me as if he would have looked me room , and apon hi9 knees be- 
through, sought my stay for one moment:. 

He was still more declarative and then, in words the most clear 
afterwards, indeed, as I sh^l men- and explicit, tendered himself to 
tion by-and-bv: but it was half my acceptance, as the most effec- 
^Ltorted irom nim. tual means to disappoint my bro- 

My heart struggled violently ther's scheme, and set all right, 
between resentment and shame, But what could I say to this? — 
to be thus teased by one who Extortedfromhim, asitseemedto 
seemed to> have all his passions at me, rather as the effect of hisieom- 
command, at a time when I had passion [than his love? What 
very little over mine! till at last I could I say? I paused, I looked 
burst into tears, and was going 'silly — I am sure I looked very 
itota him in high disgust: when, silly. He suffered me to^ause, 
tiirowing his arms about me, with ana look silly; waiting for me to 
an air, however j the most tenderly | say something: and at last (asham- 
respectful, he gave a stvpiU turn ' ed of my confusion, and aiming to 
to toe subject. make an excuse for it) I told him 

It was far from his heart, he that I desired hewould avoid such 
said, to take so much advantage of measures as might add to the un- 
the streight which the discovery of easiness which , it must be visible 
my brother^s foolish project had to him, I had, when he reflected 
brought me into, as to renew,' upon the irreconcileableness of my 
without my permission j a proposal friends, and upon what might fol- 
which I had hitherto discounte- low from this unaccountable pro- 
nanced, and which for /Aa/ ject of my brother, 
reason — • { He promised to be governed by 

And then he came with his half- me in every thing. And again the 
sentences^ apologizing for what he wretch, instead of pressing his for- 
bad not so much as half -proposed » mer question, asked me, if I for* 

Surely he had not the insolence gave him for the humble suit he had 
to intend to tease me, to see if I made to me? What had I to do, 
could be brought to speak what but to try for a palliation of my 
became me not to speak — but, confusion ^ since it sei*ved me not? 
tehether he had or not, it did tease , I told him I had hopes it would 
me; insomuch that my very heaai; not be lone before Mr. Morden ar- 
was fretted, and I broke out at rived; and doubted not, that that 
last into fresh tears , and a decla- gentleman would be the readier to 
ration that I was verv unhappy, engage in my favour, when he 
And just then recollecting how found, that I made no other use of 
like a tame fool I stood with his Ms (Mr. Lovelace*s) assistance 
amtbabdutme, I flung from him than to free myself from the ad- 
with indignation. But he seized dresses of a man so disagre^ble 
my hand as I was going out of the to ine as Mr. Solmes : I mustmere^ 



I could hear _/'u«//j you think so. Audi 

D my CDUain. 1 Hgain going ffom him. 

This, although teaaedhyhim as One word more he be^ed me 

jJwM. was not, you see, my dear, ai to hear — he was determined ata- 

~^.nial. Bat he must throw himself I dioualy to SToid all miseliief, and 

into a heatj rather than try to per-| evecy step that might lead to mis- 

•uade; which any other man, in chief , let my brother's proeeed- 

■J^S rituELliou, 1 ahoultt think, would | inga , short of a violence upon my 

Tfcwra done: and thia warmth ] person , be what they would : but 

mbligedme to adhere to my aeem-j if any attempt that should extend 

' ^negative. to that were to be made, would 

This was what he said, with a I hare him to be a quiet spectator 

rehemence that must harden anyjof my being seized, or carried 

_ (romau's mind, who had a sjiirit back, or on Board, bj this Single- 

above being&ighted into pasdive- ton; or, in case of extremity, waa 

aess. he not permitted to stand up in 

Good God! and will you, ma- my defence? 

lam, slJll resolve 10 shew me, that Stand up in jtig defence! Mr. 

latn to hope for no shareinyourjLovelaeo! — 1 should be verv 

favour, while any the remotest. miserable were there to he a call 

prospect remains, that you will be for that. But do you think I might 

. TCeeired by my biltcrest enemies, i not be xo/eajid/^rftu/einLondon? 

Latlhe price of my utter rejection? By your friend's description of 

1 This was whai I returned, with the widow's house, 1 should thii^ 

■WBimtfa, and with a salving art 1 might ho safe there. 

too — You have seen, Mr. i-ove- The widow's house, he replied, 

lace, how much my brother's as described by his friend, Deing 

•iolence can aliect me: but yQV.\o.badclu>vse}u'ihinafrontotie, and 

fliriU be mistaken if joa let looae|/"(iil-it)^ lu a garden rather than Ui a 

■enponme, witha thoughtofi'-deel, bad tne o/ipeai'ance of pri- 

■ - the "-' " -"--- "^- - - 



nifying me into measurus the vacy: but if, when there, it woa 

Mtrary of which you have ac- not approved, it would be easy to 

DiCBCed with. find another more to my liking — 

i* He only besought me to sufier though, as to his part, the method' 

" i/'((fure ncf/niiv to speak for him; he would advise should he, to 

" I saw him worlhy of any write to my uncle Harlowe se one 

uu,, that 1 would not let him of my trustees, and wait the issue 

the "n/y person within myjof it hereatMis. Sorlingg's, fear- 

iwledge who wan not entitled , lesaly directing it to be answered 

-my consideration. iMher. To he afraid of little apirita^ 

Yon refer to a/iifure fim; , Mr. was but to encourage insults, he 

lOvelacc; bo do I, for the /'iiiuie said. The substance of the letter 

roo^ofameritjouaeem to think should be, "To demand «a«.^'^ 



144 



THE BISTOBT OF 



what they would refuse if re- 
quested as a courtesy: to acknow- 
iedge that I had put myself [too 
weU , he said , did their treatment 
justify me] into the protection of 
the ladies of his family [by whose 
orders , and Lord M.'s , he himself 
would appear to act]: but that 
upon my own terms ; which were 
such , that I was under no obliga- 
tion to those ladies for the favour; 
it being no more than they would 
have granted to any one of my 
sex, equally distressed." If I ap- 
proved not of this method , happy 
should he think himself, he said, 
if I would honour him with the 
opportunity of making such a 
claim in his own name — but this 
was a point [with his buis again in 
the same breath !] that he durst but 
just touch upon. He hoped , how- 
ever, that I would' think their 
violence a sufficient inducement 
for me to take such a wished-for 
resolution. 

Inwardly vexed, I told him, that 
he himself had proposed to leave 
me when I was in town : ih it I ex- 

fiected he would : and that, when 
was known to be absolutely in- 
dependent, I should consider what 
to write and what to do : but that, 
while he was with me, I neither 
would noi* could. 

He would be very sincere with 
me, he said: this project of my 
brother's had changed the face of 
things. He must, oefore he left 
ijne, see whether I should or should 
not approve of the London widow 



if he saw they were persons of in- 
tegrity, he then mi^t so for a 
day or two . or so. But ne must 
needs say, he could not leave me 
longer at a time. 

Do you propose, sir, said I, to 
take up your lodgings in the house 
where! shall lodge? 

He did not, he said, as he knew 
the use I intended to make of hu 
absence, and my punctilio — and 
yet the house where he had lod- 
^ngs was new-fronting, and not 
in condition to receive him: but 
he could go to his friend Belford's, 
inSoho; or perhaps he mi^ht reach 
to the same gentleman's nouse at 
Edgware, overnight, and return 
on the mornings, till he had reason 
to think this wild project of my 
brother's laid aside. But to no 
greater distance till then should 
he care to venture. 

The result of all was , to set out 
on Monday next for town. I hope 
it will be in a happy hour. 

Cl. Hablowb; 



LETTER XLH. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Friday, April 21. - 
Js it was not probable that the 
lady could give so particular an 
account of her own corifusionj in 
the affecting scene she meniiotit 
on Mr, Loveiare*s offering Am- 
se/f lo her acceptance ; the /ol" 
lowing extracts are madefrmn 
his letter qfthe aboce date,^ 

And now, Belford, what wilt 



and her family, if I chose to go thou say, if, like the ny buzzing 
thither. They might be people about the bright taper, I had like 
whom my brother might buy. But to have singed the silken wings of 
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liberty? Never waa man in yon by it, (and you know' with 
laterdangetof being caught in what respectful tenderness I have 
omiBn&res: all my views anii- preBumea to hint it] it Bhall be my 
ated; all mr schemes untried: utmost care for the future — there 

adniirable creature not latopped — 
night to town; nor one effort Then she spoke: but with 
'b to know if she be really vexation — I am — I am — very 
il or woman. unhappy — teara trickling down 

I offered myself to her accept- her crimson cheeks: andhersweet 
le, with a suddenness, tis face, asmyarma still encircled the 
e, that gave her no time to wrap finest waist in the world, sinking 
«elf in reserves; and in terms upon my shoulder: the dearcrea- 
t lender than fervetit, tending ture so absent, that she knew not 
upbraid her for her past in- the honour she permitted me. 
%rence, and to remind her of Butwhy, but why unhappy, my 
' injunctions: for it was the dearest hfei' said 1: — all the 
: oil her brother, not her gratitude that everoverfiowed the 
1 of me, that had inclined heart of the most obliged of 
' to dispense with those injunc- men — 

I Justice to myself there stopped 
er bebeld so sweet a con- my mouth: for what i/ratiiude did 
What a glory to the 1 owe her for obligations so in- 
icil, could it do justice to it, voluntary? 
\ to the mingled impatience Tiien recovering herself, and 
'ih visibly mformea every her usual reserves, and struggling 
uro of the most meaning and to free herself from m^ clasping 
t beautiful face in the world! arms,Hownow, sir! said she, with 
hemmed twice or thrice; her acheek more indignantly glowing, 
., now so charmingly silly, and eyes of fiercer lustre. 
isoswectly significant; till at I gave way to her angry 
tbe lovely teaser, teased by struggle; butabsolutelyoverconie 
hesitating expectation of her by so charming a display of in- 
war, out of all power of art i- noceut confusion, Icaughthoid of 
ite speech, burst into tears, her and asshewasflyingfromme; 
Ijwas turning from me with and kneeling at her feet, my 
'■jiiitatioB, when, presuming to angel, said I, (quite destitute of 
ner in my happy arms — reserve, and hardly knowing the 
k not, beet beloved of my tenor ofmy own speech; and had 
t, saidl, thinknot. that this sparsonbeen there,IhadcertaiD- 
ion, which you may believe to ly been a gone man) , receive tlie 
BO contrary to your f<-rmer in- vows of your faitful Lovelace. 
•Jionx, proceeds from a design Make him yonrs, and only yonrs, 
,»ail myself of the cruelty of for ever. This will answer every 
I relations: if Ihavediaobhged eud. Who will date tiaiiiim.^>i'u& 
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and BtratagemB agajpabjny wife? of this involuntary impulse oa^_, 
that Tou are not BO, 'IS the ground part'? — wouldat tfaou not think 
of all their foolish aLtemptB, and nas taken at mj offer? — an offer 
of their inwieiit ))<tpee in Solmea's ao aolemnly made, and on one 
favour. — be niine! — 1 beseech knee too? 

70U (thua on mj knee I be«eei:h No auch thing! — the pretty 
von) to be mine. We Bball then trifler let meoffaaeasilysBlcouli] 
uave all the world with ua. And have wished. 

ever; body will applaud an event! Her brother's project; and to 
that every body expects. 1 find that there were no hopes ftf a 

Was the devil in me ! Inomore ieooneiliationforher;and theap- 
intendedailthisecataticnonaenEe, prehension shehad of themiachieft 
thani thought the aame moment.tbat might ensue — these, noting 
of flying in the air! all power islu/fer, nor love of me, were the 
with this charming creature. It is causes to which she ascribed all 
her sweet coafUsion — an ascrip- 



I , not she , at thia rate , that must 
foil in the arduous trial. 

Didst thou ever before hear of 
a man uttering solemn things by 
an involuntary impulse, in de- 
fiance of premeditation, and of all 
hia own proud schemes? But this 
ewect ereatnro is able to make a 
man forego every purpose of his 
heart, that is not favourable to 
her. And I verily think 1 should 
be inclined to spare her all further 
trial [and yet what trial has ebe 
had?{ were it not for the conten- 
tion that ber vigilance has set on 
foot, Kliich shall overcome the 
vlher. Thou knonest my gcuero- 
sity to my uncontending lloscbud 
— ftnd sometimes do I qualify my 
ardent aspirations alter even this 
very fine creature, by this reflec- 
tion: — that the moat chUrmiug 
woman on earth, were sbe 
empress, can excel the meane 
iu tbe customary visibles only 
such is the eqnauty of the dispi 

aation, lo the prince and ihei/'etirfulica.'Jofnff'en'bng, 
peasant, in this prime gift w«uai(.| A confounded thing! tbe 

Weil, but what was tbe result to be so bathful; the woman 



n that is high treason againat 

/ sovereign pride — to make 
marriage with me, but a seeond- 
place refuse; and as good as to 
tell me, that her con^sion was 
owing to her concern that there 
were no hopes that my enemies 
would accept of her intended ofier 
to renounce a man who had ven- 
tured bis life for ber|, and was still 
rfady to run the same risk in ber 
behalf! 

I re-urged herto make me happy 
— but I was to be postponea U 
bor cousin Morden's amrat. On 
him are now placed all her hopes. 

I raved ; but to no purpose. 

Another letter was to be sent, 
or had been scot, to her aunt Her- 
vey; to which she hoped an an- 

Yet sometimes I think, that 
fainter and fainter would have 
been her procrastinations, had I 



been a man of 



courage — t 



i 



ant ao much coui'ting! — how 
iftll two Bucli come togethor :| no 
ind medintKas in the way ? 

But 1 must be cotiteuted. 'Tis 
ildom, however, that a love s-t 
■tlent as mine meets nitba spirit 
I resigned in the name jiemnn. But 
ne love , I am now convinced, 
ilyvisheB: norhasit anvHctivel 
ill bat that of the adored object. . 

Bnt, Uie charming creature, 
pin of henelt' to mention Lon-[ 
Hil had SiDg;lcton's plot been o£: 
«<Hcn eoitlnahg, a more happy 
int pould not have been 
;ht of to induce lier to rcA 
her purj)Oac of going thither ; 
HI ^sn 1 divine what could be 
cax&iBOB for postponing it 

I inoloae the letter from .1 neeph I 
4BIAD, which 1 mentioned to theej 
imineof Monday tasl,» wilhrayl 
uxver to it. 1 cannot resiat the I 
inity that urgea me to the com-j 
iDnicatiou. Otherwise, it neve 
Atcr, perhnpa, that I Bufler thee 
t imagine, that tbia lady'a alars 
gbt against her, and diapense 
le opportunitica in my favour, 
'liich are only The consequencee 
BUperlative ' 



an. April 15. 

TaiB is to let your homier Icno', 
I how I have been emploicd in a. 
ineM L would have been cx- 
ued from, if eo be I could- For 
lis to gitt evidence from n young 
lUi , who haa of late coin'd out to 
BDiycuzzen by my graudmolher' 



aide; and but lately come to livQ 
in these partea , about a very TJlfi 
thing, as young* master calif it, 
relaUno; to your honner. God 
forbid 1 ahould call it ao without 
your leafe. It is not forao plana 
a man aa 1 be, to taoka ttiy betters. 
It ia conaarning one Mies Batir- 
ton, of Notingam^ a, very pritty 
crature. belike. 

Your honner got her away, it 
seems, by a false letter to her, 
maeking bilieveaa howe hershe- 
cuzzeu, that she derely loved, was 
'coming to see herj and was tacken 
lill upon the rode: and ao Miss 
Batirton set out in a shase, and 
one aavvaut, to fet her cuzaea 
from the iniie trliere she laideick, 
\ as she thote : and the sarvant waa 
1 tricked, and braute back the 
abase; but Miss Batirton was not 
harde of for a mouth, orao. And 
when it came to paaae, Ihat her 
ifrcnds fouude ber out, and would 
I have prossekutid your honner, 
I your honner waa gone abroad; 
I and so nhe was hroiite to bed, as 
I one may say, before your honner's 
return: and ehe got colde in her 
lyin-inn, and lanquitched, and 
soon died: and thechildia living; 
but your honner never troub^s 

i'our bonnet's hedd abont it in ihe 
cast. And this and some such 
other imatters of verry bad re- 
porte, i;4]uier Solmes was to tell 
my young lady of, if ao be ahe 
would have liurde him apeke, be- 
fore we lost lier sweet company, as 



( 



B your honner will excuse 
1 1 was forsed to tell all I 

• Bob Vol. Lv- Mi, 
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hude, beoaiuethev had my cuz- . 
sen ia to them, aod he would have I 
said be had totde me: so couid! 
not be melelf mouthed, for fear 
' to be blone up, and pleee jow 
bonner. 

~ Yonr bonner helped me to many ; 
Qgfy Btories to tell against yonr 
homier to mj yovtago matter , and 
yoongemiBhreM; butt diduot ' " 
me about tbiB. 

I moat hurabelly beieeche y. 
boimer to be good and kinde and 
fetbful to mv dekrest younge 
ladT,iionyoii nave her; orlahall 
blue my harte for having done 
Bome dedei that have helped to 
bring things to this paase. ]*ray 
jonredere good bonner, bejust! 
piajey dol — as God shall love 
^el prayeydol — I cannot nriti 
no more for this pressent, fo: 
verry fear and grief — 

But now I am cnmm'd to mj 
writinK ageniwiltyourehauner be 
pleasra to tellme, if aahow ttieir 
be any danger to your homiev'. 
life from ^ia bisnesB; for m; 
GOEZeu is actlie hier'd to go dowu 
to Miss Batirton's frendes to " " ' '' 
they will stir in it: for you 
kno' yonr bonner', ashowhetlved 
in the Batirton family at the tiTOc. 
and could be agood evidence, mid 
allt^at 

I hope it wa« not so \etry bad, 
as TitUBsays it was; for bee ms 
as bow there was a rape in the 
case betwixt yon at fursle, and 
plese yonr bonner; andmyCiiZT^en 
Titus is a very himist younge mHH 
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iwillingertoownehimfor my rela- 

I tion, when we came to talck. 

I If there should be danger of 



of osconuntinmen: only have 
. ^our hedd cut off, or so : and yet 
Ut is pity such a hedd shonld be 
jlossea: but if as how it shoulde 
be proBsekutid to that furr, which 
Uod forbid, be piesed natheless to 
tliinck of youre fetliful Joseph 
Ltioan , before your hedd be con- 
demned; for after condemnation, 
aa I have been told, all will be the 
king's, or ttie shreeve's. 

1 thote as how it was best to 
aequent your honner of this; and 
for you: to let me kno' if I could 
do any thing to sarreyonr bonner, 
and prevent mischief with 'my 
Cuzzen Titus, on his coming 
baek from Nottingham, before he 
mackes hig roporte. 

1 have giD oim a hint already: 
for what, aslsedto him, Cuzzen 
TitUB, signifies stirring up the 
coles, and macking of strife, to 
make rich gentilfolkes IJTe at 
variance, and to be cutting of 
tlirotes, aadsuchlike? 

Verry trewe, sed little Titos. 
And this, and plese your bonner, 
gis me hopes orhim , if so be yonr 
(louner eis me direction; sen, as 
God kno ea, I have a poor, a verry 
poor invenshon; only a williiuf 
mind to prevent mischief, that u 
the ohiet of my aim, and always 
mils, Iblessmy Godi — elslcoiud 
have made much mischief in my 
time; as indeed any sarvantmayi 
Your honner natheless praises wj 
iiivensbon every now-and-thea; ' 



las! andplese jour honner, what 
pveosboa sbinuld such a ptaue, 
lantu I haveV — but w lieu your i 
ODitpr eeta me agoing by juur| 
oe iuvcnabon, 1 can do trelli 
luff. And I am sure I have a,\ 
earty good will to deserve your 
Dimer's faver, if 1 mought. 
Two daya, as I aiaj Bay. off and 

n, have I been writing this ' 

itter. And yet I bave not 
U I would aay. For, be it tnone 
nto your bonnet, as bow I do not 
ke that Capten Singleton, which 
told yon of/n ui'/doo tiisl leilurn, 
le is always laying hia hedd and 
lyyoong master's hedd together; 
ad I suspect much if so be some 
lischef is not going on between 
lem: and still the more, as be- 
lose my eldest yonnge lady 
lines to oe joined to them some- 

Laet week my younge master 
)d before my fase. Mi/ harie'K 
'nod bailei oeer, Caplaiii Sinffelton, 
IT reeenge upim iMn — and he 
llled your honner by {a niune it 
sot for such a won aa me to say 
bat. Capten Bingeltou whtspred 
lyyoouge mastered, beinglwas 
f. So yonngo master, luumny 
W'tts^ ihmy before Joseph; for, 
uoff.he li'oks ill teelie, he han as 
»((« harle, and as good a hai'l, as 
igtananle in ihe loorlde nfletii 
we. Hy conscience touched me 
Ut tben. But why sbouldo it? 
taa sll I do ia to preveute mis- 
leffiftDdsetng your honner has so 
meh patience, which younge 
LUter uasuot; so am not afieard 
tiling your hooner ony-tbing 



149 

Any furthermore, I have sucho 
B, desire to desarve your honner'a 
bouuty to me, as mackes me let 
nothing pass I can tell you of, to 
prevent harm: and too-besides 

S]ur hoimcr's goodness about the 
lew Bore; which I bave so good 
au accounte ofl — I am sure I 
shall be bounden to bless youc 
homier the longest day I have to 

And then the Blew Bore is not 
all neither; sen', and pleae your 
hoimer, the pretty sowe (God for- 
give ma for gesting in so serna a 
matter) runs in my nedd likewise. 
I believe I shall love her, mayhap 
more than your homier would 
have me; for she begins to be 
be kind and good-bumered, and 
listens, and plcse your honner, 
licke as :/ she was among beara, 
when I talke about theBlew Bore, 
and all that. 

Prayey, your honner, forgive 
the gesting of a poor plane man. 
We common fokes have our joya, 
and plese your honner, lick as ouc 
betters have; and if we be some- 
times snubbed, we can find our 
underlings to snub them agsu; 
and if not, we can get a wife may- 
hap, and snub her; so are masteiB 
some how or others oursells. 

But how I try your honnei's 
paticfiee! — Sarvanta will fihen 
their joyful hartes, tho'ff but in 
partincns, when encouredg'd. 

Be plesed from the prems's to 
let me kuo' if as how 1 can be put 
upon any sarriee to sarve your 
honner , and to sarve my dearest 
jounce lady; which God gcai^t,\ 
for 1 Begin \a te «£«»xd.% lot^iat. 
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hearing what pepel talck — to be 
mure jour honner will not do her 
no Jiarmej as a man may say. But 
I kno' your honner must be good 
to so wonderous a younge lady. 
How can you help it? — But heere 
my conscience smites me, that but 
for some of my stories , which your 
honner taute me, my old master and 
my old lady, and the two old squires,, 
would not have been abeil to be half 
so hard-harted as they be, for all 
what my younge master and younge 
mistress sayes. 

And here is the sad thing; they 
cannot come to clere up matters 
with my deerest younge lady, be- 
cause, as your honner has ordered 
it J they have these stories as if 
bribed by me out of your honner*s 
sarvant ; which must not be known 
for fere you should kilY^^ and me 
too, and blacken the bi'iberl — 
Ah! your honner 1 I doute as that 
I am a venr yild fellow (Lord bless 
my soul, I pray God) and did not 
intend it. 

But if my deerest younge lady 
should come to harm, and plese 
your honner, the horsepond at the 
blew Bore — but the Lord pre- 
serve us from all bad mischefiP, 
and all bad endes, I pray Uie 
Lord! — For tho'ff your honner is 
kind to me in worldly pi^l^^, yet 
what shall a man gel to. loos Ms 
toul, as holy Skrittuer says, andt 
plese your honner? 

But natheless 1 am in>'hpp9. of 
reppentence hereafter , beiiig but 
a younge man, if I do wron^ thro* ' 
ignorens: your hOnner being a 
grate man, and a grate y^\ and t 
a poor crature,not worthy notice; 



and TOur honner able to answer 

for all. But howsoinever I am 

Your honner's fethful sarvant 

in all dewtie, 

Joseph Lbman. 
April 15 and IG. 



LETTEB XLIV. 
Mr. Lovelace to Joaepb Leman. 
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HONEST J08CPH, Monday, April 17. 

You have a worse opinion of 
your invention than you ought to 
bave.^ I must praise it aeain. Of 
a plain man*8 head, I have not 
known many better than yours. 
How often have your forecast and 
discretion answered my wishes in 
cases which' 1 could not foresee, ' 
not knowing how my general di-' 
rections would succeed, or what 
might happen in the execution of 
them? you are too doubtful of 
your own abilities, honest Joseph); 
that's vour fault. But it being a 
fault that is owing to natural mo' 
dest^, you ought rather to be pitied 
for it than blamed. 

The affair ofMissBetterton was 
a youthful frolic. I love dearly to 
exercise my invention. I do assure 
you, Joseph, ^hat I have ever had 
more pleasure in my contrivances, 
than in the end of them. I am no 
sensual man[; but a man of spirit 
-^ one woman is like another — 

you understand me, Joseph in 

coursing, all the sport is made by 
the winaing hare. A barn-door 
chick is better eating. Now you 
take nie, Joseph, 

Miss Betterton was but a trades- 
man's daughti&r. The familv in«> 
deed were grown rich; and aimed 
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St It new line of gentry; and were] 
nnreaaonsble enough to expect a 
man of my family would marry 
her, I was honest, I gave the^ 
young lady no hope of Qiat; for; 
she puijit to mo. She resented; 
kept up, and was kept up. {A little 
innocent contrivance w: 
saij to get bcrout — but no rape 
in thecaae, I aasureyon, Joseph 
— Bhelovedmo: Ilovedber. In- 
deed, when I got ber to the inn , jl 
asked ber no queetionB. Itiscruel 
to ask a moaest woman for her 
consent. It ia creating difficulties 
to both. Had not her triends been 
officiuus, I bad been constant and 
faithful to her to this day, as 
as I know — for then I bad 
known my angel. 

I went not abroad upon lier 
eouDt. She loved me too well , 
have appeared againat me. She 
refiued to sign a paper the 
drawn up for oer, to found _ 
' I upon; and the brutal 
vould not permit the 
saistance, fill her life 
jer; and, 1 believe, to 
this her death was owing. 

I went into mourning for her, 
though abroad at the time. A 
distinction I have ever paid to 
those worthy creatures who died 
in childbed by me. 

I was ever nice in my . 
These were the rules I laid down 
to myself on my entrance into ac- 
tive life : to set the mother above 
want, if her friends were cruel. 
Bud if 1 could not get her a hua- 
I band worthy of her: to shun com- 
■ non women: a piece of justice I 
I tnred to innocent ladies, as well as 



midwife's 
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to myself: to marry 'off a former 
mistress, if possible, before I took 
to a new one : to maintain a lady 
handsomely in her lying-in: to 
provide for the little one, if it 
lived, according to the [degree of 
its mother; to ^o into mourning 
for the mother if she died. And 
of this was a, great 
the pretty dears ^as 
they grew near their times. 

AH my errora, all my expenaea, 
have been with and upon women. 
So I could acquit mv conscience 
(acting thus honourably by them) 
aa well as my discretion as topoint 
of fortune. 

love women: and find 
if more honour in thess 
point B if you can, Joseph. 

No wonder the sex love me sa 
they do I, 

But nnw I am strictly virtuous, 
am reformed. So I have been 
for a long, long time: resolving to 
marry, as soon aa I can prevail 
ipon the moat admirable of women 
n have me. 1 think of nobody 
It is impossible I should. I 




set your honest heart at rest — 
you see the pains I take |to satisfy 
your qualms. 

But, as to Miss Bettcrton — no 
rape in the case, 1 repeat. Rapes 
are unnatural thin^: and more 
rare th^i are imagined, Joseph. 
I should be loth to be put to such 
a Btreight. I never was. Miss 
Betferton was taken from me 
against her own will. In that 
case, hei' friends, not I, committed 
the rape. 
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I have contrived to see the boj credit, I loved her too : for 
twicB, unknown to the aunt, who was taken from me, by her cruet 
takes care of him; loveshim;ftnd friends, while our jcya — -~^ 
would not DOW part with him , on young, 
any eonri deration. | But enonghof deafMiBaBetter- 

The boy is a fine boy, Ithank i^n. Dear, I say; for death en- 
God. No father need be aBhamed d^ars. — Ke»t to her worthy soull 
ofhim. Hewillbe we!l|prOTidedi_ there, Joseph, off wentadeep 
for. Ifnot, Iwould take careofiafg], to the memory of Miss Bet- 
him. He will have his mother's i^ton I 
fortune. They curse the fatier, I « .„ .t - _«.. .j i'.ii« i»'»„ 

boy- ,pon Iha -hoi., there l.ll'/'T'fS'""'?" '''""''? "^ 

.Ide; . g««l Ji«l "I <be Better.i'"'J,.''j»e "■ j'"'!'"'' t^^?^ 
. ' B - ; months ago; no process beg;nniB 

Wb.tetore.Jo.enh.b.aoltbon;'?' UM™; "'"■■"e >"^«<' 

I love your jeating. Jesting "P™ 
better becomes a poorman, than As toyourjounglady. theever 

qualms. Hove to have you jeat admirable Miib Llanssa Harlo we, 

AUwesay, all we do, alfwewish;! al^js courted her for a wife, 
for, is ajeat He that makes life Others rather expected mamage 
itaetfnotso, iaa sadfellow, and'fro"" "^^ vanity of their own 
has the worst of It, |hearts, [than from my promise!.. 

I doubt not, Joseph, but you f<»"I''.aB al"fJB oarefnl of what 
havehadyourjoys,aeyouBay, as I [promised. You|kuow, Josephf 
well as your betters. May you , ^^^^ ^ ^'^"f^ S™« beyond my pro- 
have more and more, honest Jo-;'"'^^*'*'^'''"' I do to everybody! 
seph! — He that grudges a poor '""^ why? because it is llie best 
nianjoy,ongbttoBavenouehim-["*y of shewing, that I haven"* 
self. Jest on therefore: jeating, I|g™<'g'''ei or narrow spirit. _ 
repeat, better becomes thee, .thaa,P'*'"i«^ '" *" obligation. A juMt 
quaJme. Iman will keep kis promise. A ge- 

I had no need to tell you ol.nfroasmanwai go beyond it. Th|a 
Miss Betterton : did X not furnish '^ ™y "»'«■ 

you with stories enough without If you doubt my honour to yoni 
Iiera againat myself, to augment ' young lady, it is more than ahe 
your credit with your cunning ' does. She would not stay with 
masters? besides, I was loth tolmeanbourifshedid. Mineiatha 
mention Misa Betterton, her steadiest heart in the world. Haat 
friends being all living, and in thou not reason to think it bo?:— 
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whj this squeamislmeBB then, difFerences between our ftiinilieB. 
'fton est Joseph? jBatthis has not been eitherjooT 

Bat it IS because thou orf fault or mine: it isjowiug to the 
BDnest: Bol forglv^ thee. Who- black pilch-like blood of joui ve- 
ever loves my divind ClariBBaJuomouB-hearted jouug master, 
lOTesme. ihoiliiiff nvcr , asheoima, thatour 

Let James Uarlowe call me honest wishes have hitherto been 

bat names he will. For bis sis- frustrated. 
ter's Bake I will bear them. Do Yet wd must proceed in the 
not bo concerned for me. Herleaine courso; we shall tire them 
lavour will make me rich amends. ' out in time, and they will propose 
la own vilely malicious heartltenns; and when they do, they 
Will make his blood boU over at] shall fiud how reasonable mine 
wy time: and when it does, i shall be, I little as Uiey deserve 
tiunkest thou that I will let itlfromDie ' 

^- -' my conscience? -and if p^^^„^ therefore, Joseph; 
2t\ j^ t 1 V, V^ honest Joseph, persevU; and 
i?„^rwL'^?'PV'"^*'''-"^M ""likely as yoi lay imsgJne tb^ 
^ *^~E\^. ^ -f H? "'"""'i^'"'^ 'means , our 'desires will be at last 
— BOCh ft consciende, as gives aL,ii,„:„lj 
plain man trouble, whence in- h*'''f'''^- ^. , ., 

tends to doforthetest, isweak-l ^e have notW for it nov, 
' but to go through with our work 



But Bsy what thou wilt, write "? 1*^8 way we have begun. For 
all thou knowest or hearest of, to ■ f "ce (m I told you in my last) my 
die: ru have patience with every ' «''"'e<" mistr^ts vou, she w^ 
body. Why should I not, when Wowyouup.if she bei.olminejbf 
« iB'KB mncli the dcKire ;of my ishe 6e,Icanan4 will protect you; 
fceart, a* it is of thine, to prevent ! «nd as, if there will be any ia^t, 
■nischief? < r .j,^ j^^^ opmion, it will be rather 

So now, Joseph, having taken Inline than YOura, she mw( forgave 
all this pains to satiBfy thy con- ■ yo" . and keep her husband s se- 
•eience, and answer all thy "ets, for the sake of his reputa- 
doubts; and to banish all thyition: else she will be euilty of B 
■ftara; let me come to a .leti-'sreat failure lu her duty. So, 
~„-„(/ [ now you have aet your hand to the 

Your endeavonrs and mine, plo"e''. l''o««P''> there is no look- 
wbich were designed, hi ™Ei,i'i- /ngback. 

ahoutwaiji, to reconcile ail, even. And what is the consequence of 
against the wills of the most ob- all this? one labour more, and 
'&iate, have not, we see, an-'tbat will be allitbat will fall to 
■weied the end we hoped they your lot; at least, of oonse- 
would answer; but, on the con-,quence. 
tntj, have widened the unhappy My beloved is resolved not tfl 
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think of marriage till she has all thie oould I get over with a wi 
tried to move her Menda to a re- finger, as the saying is. 
conciliation with her. You know | jj^t, by the help of one of your 
they are determined 'not to here- hints, I have thought of anexpe- 
conciled. She has it in her head, | ,ijg„t which will do eveiy thing; 
I doubt not, to make me submit to gnj raise your reputation, thouel). 
the people I hate; and if I did, already so high, higher still. TSbj 
they would rather inBuH me, than singleton, Ihear, isafellowwho 
receive my condescension as they ]ovea enterprising: the -riew he 
ought She even owna , that she has to get James Harlowe to be 
will renounce me, [if they insiBt jiig principal owner in a largerl 
Upon it, provided they will give vessel which he wants to be put 
np SolmcB 1 So, to all appearance, ;„{(, the command of, may be thsi 
I am still as far as ever from the subject of their present close con- 
hapnineas of calling her mine: in- ' versation. Hut since he is tauglrt 
deed I am more likely than ever to to have so good an opinion of you, 
lose her (if I cannot contrive some Joaeph, cannot you (still pretend- 
way to avail myself of the present ing an abhorrence of me, and of 
critical aituation); andthen, Jo- ,„„ contrivances), propose t" 
aeph, all I have been studying, singleton to propose to Jamt 
and all you have been doing, will' Harlowe (who so much thirsts for 
signify nothing. 'revenge upon me}, to assist hii 

At the place were we are. we ^ith hU whole ship's crew, upo-. 
cannot long bo private. The lodg- ' occasion, to carry off his sister to 
ings are inconvenient for as, while Leith, where both have houses, op 
both together, and while she re- elsewhere'? 

™S':fj^'s^' .^.'"i:?".?!,;,'; Youi..ri6iithem, tk.tifthi. 

Mgl.g. in ™ /ye in London ™™| Syl^^m'S, S" 
where we could. bepnvate, and '""'J' ' 
all mischief avoided. When rtere ="^"- . - ,. 

(ifl«e( her thither), she will in-' You can inform them, as fn 
Bist, that I shall l«ave her. Miss "-y «er«nn(, of the distance si 
Howe is for ever putting her upon keeps me at, in hopes of procona 
contrivftttces. That, you know, is her father sforgiveuesa.bycrueU; 
the reason I have been obliged, givingmeup, if msiatedupon. 
by your means, to play the family i You can tell them, that aa the^ 
On at Harlowe Place upon Mrs. only secret my servant has kept; 
Howe, and Mrs, Howe upon her from you, is the place we are ii^ 
daaehter — Ah , Joseph ! — little you make no doubt ^ that a two» 
need for your fears for my angel: guinea bribe will bring that out, 
/only am in danger — but were I and also an information when I. 
the free liver 1 am reported to be, shall be at a distance from ber, 
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that the enterprise may be con- 
ducted witli aatety. 

Yon may tell Ihem (still aa from 

y servant) that we are about re- 

maving from iuconvenient lodg- 

ogB to othera more convenieut 

wbicb is tme); and that I innst 

>e often absent ftoat her. 

If tfaey listen to your proposal, 

DD. will promote your interest 

wHh Betty, by telling it to her as 

S secret. Betty will lell Arabella 

t it. Arabella will be oveijoyed 

t any thing that will help for- 

'afd her revenge npon me; and 

'ill reveal it (if her brother do 

ot), to her nncte Antony. He 

robably will wbtaper it to Mrs. 

[owe. She can keep notbing 

rom her daughter, though they 

an always jangling. Her dangh- 

■*'v will acquaint my beloved with 

. And if it will not, or if it will, 

mte to my ears from Etome of 

lose, you can write it to me, aa in 

_jnfidence, hy way of preventing 

Biiachief; which is the study of uf 

^ then shew it to my be- 
loved. Then will she be foi 
placing a greater confidence in 
me. That will convince me of her 
love, which now I am sometimea 
ready to doubt. She wilt be for 
hastening to the safer lodgings. 
1 shall have a pretence to stay 
her person as a guard. She 
will be convinced, that there " — 

sotation to be had of a recon- . 

htion. You can give James 
rUarlowe and Singleton continual 
Uwieents, as I shall direct you; 
__ that DO mischief can possibly 
Juppen. 



And nhat will be the happy, 

appy , thrice happy consequence? 

honourable way. We shall all be 
fricuda in good time. The two 
guineas will be an agreeable ad- 
dition (') the many gratuities I have 
' '.Ified yo-u to , bi/ the like confrt- 
mcei, from tAu stingy fnmily. 

our reputation, both for head 
and heart, as I hinted before, will 
be heightened. The Blue Boar 
will also be yours. Nor shall yon 
have the least difficulty about 
raising money to buy the stock, 
if it be worth your while to 
have it. 

Betty will likewise then be 
yours. You have both saved mo- 
ney^ it seems. The wbolcHarlowe 
family, whom you have so faith- 
fully served, ['tis serving them 
aur(>ly, to prevent the mischief 
which their violent son would 
have brought upon them] will 
throw you m somewhat towards 
houaekeeping. I will still add to 
your store. Bo nothing but hap- 
piness before you. 

Crow, Joseph, orow! A dung-- 
hill of thy oWn in view: servants' 
to snub at thy pleasure: a wife to i 
quarrel with, or to love, as thy 
humour leads thee. Landlord and 
land/ail!/ at every word : to be 
paid, instead of paying, for thy 
eating and' drinking. Hut not 
thus happy only in thyself) 
happy in promotmg peace and 
reconciliation between two eood 
families, in thelong run; without 
hurting any christian soul. Jo- 
seph, honest Joseph i what envy", 
wilt thou raise I — Aad -H^fma-i^^ 
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be squeamish with such prospects 
before him ? 

This one labour, I repeat, 
crowns the work. If yoti can get 
hut such a design entertained d^ 
them, whetlier they prosecute it 
or not, it will be equally to the 
purpoae of 

your loTing friend, 

li. LCVKLAC 



LETTER XLV, 



BOHODBBD UDXu, Til Dridi;, April SO. 

UATisG^not had the favour of 
an answer to a letter I took the 
libert^f to write to you on the I4th, 
I am in aome hopes that it may 
have miscarried; for I had much 
rather it riiould , than to have the 
mortification to think that my 
aunt Hcrvey deemed me un- 
worthy of the honour of her no- 

In this hope, having kept a 
copy of it, and not being able to 
express mjaelf in terms better 
aiiited to the ttnlmppy circum- 
Btauees of things, I traaacribe and 
inclose what I then wrote*. And 
I humbly beaeech you to favour 
the contents of it with your in- 

Hitherto it ia in my power to 
perform what 1 undertake for in 
this letter; and it would be very 
grievDUB to me to be precipitated 
upon measures, which may render 
the desirable reconciliation more, 
difficult. 



being anawered, I could clear mr 
intention with regard to the step I 
have taken, althongh I could not 
perhaps acquit myaelf to aome of 
myaevereat judges, of animprur 
dence previous to it. You, I ad> 
sure, would pi^me, if youkneir 
all I could say, and how miserable 
I am in the forfeiture of the good 
opinion of all my frienda. 

1 flatter my3elf,that //leiVfavonr 
is yet retrievable. But, whatever 
be the determination at Uarlowe 
Place, do not ^u, my dearest 
aunt, deny me the favour of a few 
lines, to inform me if there can fav 
any hope of a reconciliation opoB 
terms less shocking than th<MB 
heretofore endeavoured to be iin- 
posed upon me; or if (which Qod 
forbid !) I am to be for ever repro- 
bated. 

At leasf,-my dear aunt, procure 
for me the justice of my wearing 
apparel , and the little money and 
other things which I wrote to n^ 
sister for, and mention in the in- 
closed to you ; that 1 may not be 
destitute of common conveniences, 

be under a necessity to owe an 
obligation for auch, where (at 
presont, however) I would least of 
all owe it. 



leaat) have aave<f myself aome of 
the mortifications which I have 
suffered, and which I still further 
apprehend, if my request be not 
complied with. 

It yori are permitted to en- 



eooraEe an eclaircisaeqieut of 
jlrhat T hint, I irlll open my whole 
aeart to you, and inform fou of 
I Vrerf thing. 

I If il be any pleasure to bare me 
lyortified, be pleased to let it be 
■ Qmovn, thatlum eKtremely mor- 
B^tified: and yet it ia enlUei'j from 
mtay own reflections that 1 nm so^ 
^Itaving DOthing to find fault with 
In the behaviour of the person 
from whom every evil was ap- 
prehended. 

The bearer, having businesB 
your way, will bring me youran- 
■wer on Saturday morning, if you 
Favour me according to my hope 
Iknew not t bat I should have tlii 
ipportiini^ till i had written the 
ibove. 

I tun, my dearest aunt, 

Your ever dutiful 
Cl. Harlowe. 
Be pleased to direct for 

I am to be favoured with a 

few li 

Osgood's, near Soho Square ; 
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the Egyptian oniouB (testified 
. more in your letter to your 
annt); your often -repeated re- 
grets for meeting him; for being 
betrayed away by him — these he 
cannot bear. 

I have been looking back on 
the whole of his conduct, and 
comparing it with his general 
character; and find that he ia 
more cnmlenlly, more uniforraly, 
moan, revengeful, and proud, 
than either of ub once imagined. 

From his 'cradle, as 1 may say, 
as an nnli/ child, and a bat), bumor- 
some, spoiled, mischievous; the 
governor of his governors. 

A liberdne in his riper yoari, 
hardly regardful of appeantQces; 
and despising the sex m general, 
for the faults of particulai-s of it, 
who made themselves too cheap 
tol.imV 

What has been bis behaviour in 
your family, a Clarissa in view, 
(from the time your foolish bro- 
ther was obliged to take a life 



rT C/ \ TiT 'v ' f"*"* !>'«') but defiance for de- 
anJ ^"body shall ever koowlg^^^^^j I ^^^. ^^^ ^^.^ 

foIXJ:i°Z'^°^lt a P7"by terror byVtifiee What 
secret »^ politencBS can be expected from 



LETTER 31.VI. 
looo to MIta Clailiak Harlowe. 
■liy, Apt! 



Well, but whKt in such a situa- 
tion is to be done? Why, you 
muatdeapiBe him; you must half. 
I him — if yoacan— and run away 
T for my life account for from him — but whither? Whither 
TOUT wretch's ti.'aaiDg ways. But indeed, now that your brother ^ia 
ne certainh' doubts your love of laying foolish plots to put you in 
idai. In uiia lie is a mmlesl man, a still worse condition, as it maj' 
as well as mimi-hinli/elAe; and ta- happen? 
r BJtly confesses, that he does not But if yon cannot despise and 
^ deserve it. ;hate him; if you aare not to break 

Your Israelitish hankerings af- with him ; you must ^«.xt. ^V<^^ 
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- Bome panctilios: and if tbe so the one principal point — neycN 
doing briDg not on t lie Boleuiiiity, theleaa, iflsuspected art or delay,, 
you must put yourself iiilo ihe founded upon bis doubts of my 
protection of the ladies of his love, 1 would either coiidcscend to 
family. clear up his doubu, or renoimce 

Their respect for you is of itself him for ever, 
a security for his honour to you, And in this taat case, 1, your 
if there could be any room for Anna Howe, irould exert myael^ 
doubt. And at least, you should find either find you a private rA- 
remind him of bis offer to briug fuge, or resolve to share forluuea 
one of the Miss Montague's to with you. 

attend you at your new lodgings Wliat a wretch, to be bo easily 
in town, and accompany you till answered byyourreferencu to tfas 
all is happily over. arrival of your cousin Mordenl 

This, you II say, will Ije as good But I am afraid that you were tao 
as declaring yourself to be his. scrupulous: — for did he not le- 
Andso let i'l. You oughtnotnow sent that reference? 
to tbink of aiiy thing else but to| Could we have hit account of 
be his. DocB not your brother's the matter, 1 fancy, my dear, I 
project convince your wore aud should think you over, nice-orer 
more of this? j delicate.* Had you laid bold of 

Grive over then, my dearest, hia at-'i-'inWe'Ji/ed explicitneas, ha 
friend, any thoughts of this bope- would have been as much in your 
less reconciliatiou, which haa kefit ' power, as now you seem to be in 
j/ou balancing ihim lung. You own, hia — you wanted not to be told, 
m the letter before me, that he, that the pertion who had been 
made very explicit offers, though tricked into such a step as yOD 
you give me not the very words, | had taken, must of necessity sub- 
And he guva his reasons, I per-.mit to many mortifications, 
ceive, with faif wishes, that youl Hut were it to rmf.agirl of spirit 
should accept tlicin: which very as I am thought to be, Idoassnra 
few of the sorry fellows do; whose | you, 1 wonla, in a quarter of an 
plea is generally buta compliment hour, (all the lime 1 would allow 



wself-love — Ihat ire jiiust I: 

(hern, however ptesumptnoiis and 
unworthy, because Ihri/ l"vt uk. 

Were 1 in jipnr .fitfce, and had 
^Diii'charmingdelieacies, I should, 

Eerbaps, do as you do. No doubt 
at I should expect that the man 
should urge me with respectful 
warmth; that he should supplicate 
i^witb constancy, and that all his 
words and actions should, tend to 



to punctilio in such i 
yours) know what be drives at: 
since either he must mean leHl or 
ill; if ill, the sooner you know it, 
the better; if w«//, whose modesty 



and >o iMDloiiU)' srtfol. 



I it he dittresies, bat that of his 

And methinks you should en- 
earouTto avoid all exasperating 
icrimiiiBtionB , as to wbat ;ou 
have heard of his failure in mo- 
nUs; especially ivhite you are so 
happy, as not to haTe occasion to 
■peakof them bf experience. 
'' srant that it gives a northy 

J some satiafaction in having 

borne its testimony against the 
iminoralities of a bad one. But 
thM correction which is UDaeason- 
ably given, U more likely either 
to oarden or make an hypocrite, 
than to reclaim. 

I am pleased, however, as well 
as you with his makiug light of 
TOOT brother's wine project. — 
Poor creatarel and must maaler 
Jettuny Uarlowe. with his half- 
wit, pretend to plot and contrive 
mis^ief, yet raii at Lovelace for 
the satne thiugeV — A witty villain 
deserves hanging at once (and 
without ceremony, if you please :) 
but a half-witted one dese 



given his character in few won 
Be angry at me, if you plei 
but on sure as you are alive, i 
that this poor crealure, wj 
some call your brother, finds he 
has succeeded in making you fly 
TOUT father's house, and that he 
oaa nothing to fear but 



Don't you remember his prag- 
matieal triumph, as told you by 
your aunt, and prided in by that 
saucy Betty Barnes, from his own 
foolish mouth?* 

leipectnothineirom your letter 
vour aant I hope Lovelace 
will never know the coutentsof it. 
In every one of yours, I see that 
he as warmly resenta as he darei, 
the little confidence you have in 
him. I should resent it too, were 
Ihe; and knew I deserved better. 

Don't bo scmpuloue about clo- 
thes, if you think of putting your- 
self into the protectioii ot the 
ladies of his family. They know 
how matters stand between yoa 
and your relations, and love yon 
never the worse for the eillj 
people's cruelty. 

I Know you won't demand pos- 
eesaion of your estate. But give 
lii'a a right to demand it for you; 
and that will be still better. 

Adieu, my dear! May Heaves 
guide and direct you in all your 
steps, is the diuly prayer of 

Your ever affectionate 
and faithful 

Anna Howk- 



ting into your •m-n, and mlo an 
iaoependence of him, he thinks' 
himself equal to any thins, and sol 
has a minii to fight Loverace with 
his own weapons. 



Friday. April SI. 

Tnon, Lovelace, hast been long 

the enterlainer; I the entei-tain^ 

Nor have I been solieitous to ani- 
jmadvert, as then wentest along, 
'upon thy inventions, and their 
tendency. For 1 believed, that 
with all thy airs, the uneqnalleil 

I • Set Vol, II. v.Sav,Wit,Wft. 
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Scaf^tions and fine quatities of 
lU lady would always be her pro- 
tectioD and security. But non 
that I fiud thou hast eo far suc- 
ceeded as to induce her to come 
to town, and to choose her lodg- 
house, the people of 



wnicb will too prohabtv' damp and 
snpprees any fionourable motions 
which may arise in thy mind in 
her favour, I cannot help writing: 



My inducements to tliia are not 
owing to virtue: but if they ic«re 
what oops could I have of afiect- 
ii]gtb«e, by pleas arising from it? 

Not would eucb a man as thou 
art ba deterred, were 1 to remind 
thee of the vengeance which thou 
mayest one day eipect, if thou 
inanlteat a woman of her char- 
aeferj family, and fortune. 

Keither are gratitude and hon- 
our motives to be mentioned in 
a, woman's favour, to men such as 
we are, who consider all those of 
the aei as fair prize, over whom 
we can obtain a power. For iwr 
A'lnour, and Siinnur, in ibegetteial 
aceqaSalivn of the word, aie two 
things. I 

What then is my motive? — 1 
What, but the true trieudship that 
I bear thee, Lovelace; which makes 
me plead thi/ own aalce, and Ihy' 
famtii/t gol-e, in the justice thou 
owest to this incomparable ciea' 
tore; who, however, so well de- 
serves to have her inkc to bo men- 
tioned as the principcd considera- 
tion. 

Last time I was at M. Hall, thy 
noble ancle so earueatly pressed] 



me so many family reasons tor it, 
that I could not help engaging 
myself heartily on his side of the 
question: and the rather as 
knew, that thy own intention* 
with regard '- ■ 

lordship; win 
was half afraid of thee, hecause 
of the ill usage thou receivedrt 
from her family. But now, that 
the case is altered, let me pres* 
the matter home to thee, from 
other considerations. 

By what I have heard of tl 
lady's perfections from every 
mouth, as well as from thine, ainl 
fro m every letter thou hast wntten, 
wliere wilt thou find such anothai 
woman? And why shouldst thoa^^ 
tempt her virtue? — Why sbouldat 
thou wish to try where there is n 
reason to doubt? 

Were 1 in thy case, and de-' 
signed to marry, and if Ipreferred 
a woman as I know thou dost this, 
to all the women in the world, I 
should dread to make further trial, 
knowing what we know of the sex, 

ioifear -' - 

cially i 

virtuous at heart, it is 

And let me tell thee, Lovelace, 
that in this lady's situation, th9 



I- trial is not a fair trial. Consider- 



fering the op- 

Eortunities which I see thou must 
ave with her, in spite of her i 
heart; all her relations' foUiM 
LCtiag in concert, though uit- 



J 
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known to tbemselyes, with tby 
wicked scheming head: consider- 
ing how destitute of protection 
she is: considering the house she 
is to be in, where she will be sur- 
rounded with thj implements ; 
specious J well' bred ^ and genteel 
creatures, not easily to be de- 



laces, thou askest, who, attracted 
by her beauty, may endeavour to 
prevail with her*? 

No ; there cannot, I answer^ be 
such another man , person, mmd, 
fortune, and thy character, as 
above given, taken in. If thou 
imagincst there could, such is thy 



tected when they are disposed to . pride, that thou wouldst think the 
preserve appearances, especially ' worse of thyself. 



by a young, unexperienced lady 
wholly unacquainted, with the 
town: considering all these things, 



But let me touch upon thy pre- 
dominant passion, revenge; for 
love is but second to that, as I have 



I say^ what' glory, what cause 'often told thee, though it basset 
of triumph , wilt thou have, i thee into raving at me: what poor 
if she should be overcome? — , pretences for revenue are the diffi- 
Thou, too, a man bom for in- culties thou hadst m getting her 
trigue, fiill of invention, intrepid, I off; allowing that she had run a 
remorseless^ able patiently to ! risk of being Sol mes's wife, had 
watch for thy opportunity, not ' she staid ? If these are other than 
hurried, as most men, by gusts of 'pretences, why thankest thou not 
violent passion, which often nip a ; those who , by their persecutions 
project m the bud, and make the; of her, answered thy hopes, and 
snaU that was just putting out his . threw her into thy power? — Be- 
homs to meet the inviter , with- sides , are not the pretences thou 
draw into its shell — a man who [makest for further trial, most in- 
hasno regard to his word or oath gratefully, as well as contradiC" 
to the sex ; the lady scrupulously ; torily , founded upon the supposi- 
strict to Tier word, incapable of art tioii of error in her, occasioned by 
or desiffn ; apt therefore to believe her favour to thee? 
well of others — it Would be a' And let me, for the utter con- 
miracle if she stood such an at-|fusionof thy poor pleas of this na- 
tempter, such attempt, and such , ture, ask thee — would she, in thy 
snares, as I see will be laid for her. opinion, had she willingly gone of 
And after all, I see not when men with thee, have been entitled to 
are so frail without importunity, better quarter? — For a mistress 
that so much should be expected indeed she might: but wouldst thou 
from women, daughters of the for a. wife have had cause to like 
same fathers and mothers, and herhalf so well, asnow? 
made up of the same brittle com- • Has she not demonstrated, that 
pounds, (education all the dif- even the highest provocations were 
ferenee) nor where the triumph is not sufficient to warp her from her 
in subduing them. duty to her parents , though ana- 

lly there not be other Love- ^ « g^p.^^.^v. 

Oariua, IL \\ 
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tiye, iikdy as I may say, an origi- 
nally involuntai-y daty, because 
native f And is not this a charm- 
ing earnest that she- will sacredly 
observe a still higher du^ into 
which she proposes to enter, when 
she does enter, by plighted yows, 
and entirely as a volunteer t 

That she loves thee, wicked as 
thou art, and cruel as a panther, 
there is no reason to doubt. Yet, 
what a conmiand has she over her- 
self, that such a penetrating self- 
flatterer as thyself, art sometimes 
ready to doubt it ! Though per- 
secuted on the one hand, as she 
was, by her own family, and at- 
tracted, on the other, by the splen- 
dour of thine; eveiy one of whom 
courts her to rank herself among 
them? 

Thou wilt perhaps think,: that I 
have departed from my proposi- 
tion, and pleaded the /od^V sake 
more than thine in the above — but 
no such thing. All that I have 
written, is more in thy behaJf than 
in hers; since she may make:^^ 
happy ; but it is next to impossibU, 
I sbould think , if sh^ preserve her 
delicacy, that thou canst make Aer 
so. What is the love of a rakish 
heart? There cannot be pecu- 
liarity in it But 1 need not give 
my further reasoiis. Thou wilt 
have ingenuousness enough, I dare 
say , were there occasion for it, to 
subscribe to my opinion. 

I plead not for the state from 
any great liking to it myself. Nor 
have 1, at present, thoughts of en- 
tering into it But, ad thou art 
the last of thy name ; as thy family 
» of noto and figure in thy country ; 



; and as thou thyself thinkest that 
jthou shalt one day marry: b it 
'possible, let me ask thee, thatthou 
canst have such iinother opportu- 
nity as thou now hast, if thou let- 
test this slip? A woman, in her 
family and fortune, not unworthy 
of thine own , ( though .thou art so 
apt, from pride of ancestry, and 
pride of art, to speak slightly of 
the families thou dislikest; so 
celebrated for beauty^ and so 
noted at the same time for pru- 
dence, for soul^ (I will say, instead 
of sense) and for virtue. 

If thou art not'so narrow-minded 
an elf, as to prefer thine oytn single 
satbfaction to/>o.v<erttyj thou wno 
shouldstwish to beget diildren for 
duration, wilt not postpone till the 
rake's usual time ; that is to say, 
till diseases, or years, or both, lay 
hold of thee^ since in that case 
thou wouldst mtitle thyself to the 
eucses of thy legitimate progeny 
for giving them a beingaltogether 
miserable: a being which they will 
be obliged to hold upon a worse 
^tenure than that tenant- courtesy^ 
which thou callest the worst*; to 
wil^upon thedocior^H courtesy; thy 
descendants also propagating (if 
they shall live, and be able to pro- 
pagate) a wretched race, that snail 
entail the curse, or the reason for 
it, upon remote generations. 

Wicked as ^the sober world ac- 
counts you and me, we have not 
yet, it is to be hoped, got over all 
compunction. Although we find 
religion against us, we have not 
yet ijresumed to make a religion 
j to suit our practices. We despise 
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-tiiose who do. And we know better 
than to be even dovhters. In short, 
we believe a future state of rewards 
and punishments. But as we have 
30 much youth and health in hand, 
we hope to have time for repen- 
tance. That is to say, in plain 
English, [nor think thou me too 
grave, Lovelace; thm art grave 
Bometimes, though not often] we 
hope to live to sense, as long as 
sense can relish, and purpose«to 
reform when we can sin no longer. 

And shall this admirable woman 
suffer for her generous endeavours 
to set on foot toy reformation ; and 
for -insisting upon proofs of the 
sincerity of thy professions before 
she will be thine V 

Upon the whole matter, let me 
wish thee to consider well what 
thou art about, before thou goest 
a step further in the path which 
thou hast chalked out for thyself 
to tread, and art j ust goin^ to enter 
upon. Hitherto all is so tar right, 
that if the lady rmstnuds thy 
honour, &he has no pftntp. Be 
honest to her, then, in he^' sense of 
the word. None of thy companions,' 
thou knowest, will offer to. la^'gU 
at what ihm dost And if they 
dumld, (on thy entering into a state 
which has been so much ridiculed 
by thee, and by all of us) thou hast 
one advantage — it is this; that 
thou canst not be ashamed. 

Deferring to the post- day to 
dose mjr letter, I find one left at 
hiy cousin Osgood's, with direction 
to be forwarded to the lady. It 
was brought within these two hours 
bf a particular hand, and has a 
Harlowe seal upon it As it may 



therefore be of importance, I dis- 
patch it with my own, by my ser- 
vant, post haste*. 

1 suppose you will soon be in 
town. Without the lady, I hope. 
Farewell. 

Be honest, and be happy. 

J. Belfobo. 

Sat. April 22. 



LETTER XLVni. 

Mrs. Hervey to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

[In Answer to Letter x\v.] 

DBAB MIBCRf 

It would be hard not to write a 

few lines, so much pressed to write, 

to one T ever loved. Your former 

letter I received; yet was not at 

I liberty to answer it I break my 

> word to answer you now. 

I Strange informations are every 

I day received about you. The 

I wretch you are with , we are told, 

■ is every hour triumphing and de- 
fying — ^ must not these informa- 

!tion9 4iggravate? You know the 

■ ufiy^ontrollableness of the man. 
rlic loves his own humour better 
I than he loves you — though so fine 

a creature as you are! 1 warned 
you Over and over: noyoung lady 
was ever more warned! — Miss 
Clarissa Harlowe to do such a 
thing! 

You might have given your 
friends the meeting. If you had 
held your aversion , it would have 
been complied with. As soon as 
1 was entrusted myself with their 
intention to give up the point, I 
gave you a hint — a dark one, per- 

* This Letter was from Miss Arabells. 
Harlowe. 8eeIie\.VL* 
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Imps* — Imt who wodd bare t]iaii,aDdrefbsedto8ignthesett]e- 
Ihoiight — O Miss: — eaeh an mentB previous to the meeting;, 
artful flight! — Such cunning pre- tbev would have yielded, although 
paration ! wii h regret. 

But jou want to clear up things Bat it was presomed , so natn- 
wkat can jou clear up? Are tou rallj sweet ycur temper, so self- 
not gone offV — With a Loveface denying, as they thought you, 
tooV What, my dear, would you that ycu could n'»t have withstood 
dear up? them, notwithstauding all your 

You did not d*r*i^ to go , you dislike of the oue man . without a 
say. Why did you meet him t£eo. greater d« ;.Toe of bendstroDg pas- 
chariot-and-six, horsemen, all pre- fiauforthe '.-'/.•''-. than you had 
pared by him? O, my dear, ho^ given any of us reason to expect 
art produces art 1 — Will it be b**- from youl 

liered? — If it w •//'/. what power If you h^d. tlie meeting on Wed- 
wiU he thought to have bad over nesday would have been a lighter 
you! — He — who? — Lorelace! trial to you. You would have been 
— the vilest of libertines! — Over presented to all your assembled 
whom? — ACiaruxa! — Was your friend?, with a short speech only 
love for such a man above your ^'thit this was the youugcreature, 
reason? Above vour resolution? till very lately faultless, conde- 
What credit woufd a belief of this, scending, and obliging; now hay- 
i/ believed, bring you? — How ing cause to glory in a triumph 
mend the matter? — Oh! that you over the wills of father, mother, 
had stood the next meeting! .'uncles, the most indulgent; over 

I'll tell YOU all that was intended family interests, family Wews ; and 
if you had. -preferring her own will to every 

It was, indeed, imagined, that, body *s; and this for a transitory 
you would not have been able to - preference to j»erson only ; there 
resist your father's entreaties and - being no comparison between the 
commands. He was resolved to men as to their /.':<#rif/j(.** 
be all condescension , ifacewyou! Thus complied with and per- 
had not provoked him. I lore mtj , haps blessed . by your father and 
Clary Hurbnce^ said he, but an, mother, and the consequences of 
hour before the killing tidings yoar disobedience deprecated in 
were brought Lim ; i l*>ve Itrasmy the solemnest manner by your in- 
life: I will Ineel to her^ if nuihunj imitable mother, your tfenemsily 
else will do , to precaii upon her to ' would have been appealed to, 
oUiae m**, | since your duty would have been 

Your father and mother (there- tound too weak an inducement. 

Terse of what should have been !) and you would have been bid to 

would have humbled themselves to withdraw for one half- hour's con- 

t/t/u : and if you could have denied ■ sideration : then would the settle- 

• 8«e VoL IL p. 333, S34« meuts have been again tendered 
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for your signing, byithe person her heart was torn between the 
least disobliging to you; by your two apprehensions. — Your father, 

food Norton perhaps; she per- poor man! your father was beside 
aps seconded by your father himself for near an hour — what 
again: and if again refused, you imprecations! — what dreadful 
would again have been led in, to imprecations! — To this day h0 
declare such your refusal. Some can hardly bear your name: yet 
restrictions, which you yourself can think of nobody else. Your 
had proposed, would have been merits, my dear, but aggravate 
insisted upon. You would have your fault. — Something of fresh 
been permitted to go home with aggravation every hour — how 
me, or with your uucle Antony can any favour be expected? 
(with which of us was not agreed j I am sorry for it; but am afraid 
upon , because they hopea you nothing you ask will be complied 
might be persuaded) there to stay with. 

till the arrival of your cousin! Why mention you, my dear, the 
Morden; or ^ill your father" could saving you from mortifications, 
have borne to see you; or till as- who have gone off with a man? 
sured , that the views of Lovelace What a poor pride is it to stand 
were at an end. upon any thing else? 

This the intention, your father ' I dare not open my lips in your 

80 set upon your compliance, so favour. Nobody dare. "Your letter 

mnch in hopes that you would must stand by itself. This has 

have yielded, that you would have caused me to send it to Harlowe 

been prevailed upon by methods Place. Expect therefore great 

80 condescending and so gentle; severity. May you be enabled to 

no wonder that he^ in particular, support the lot you have drawn! 

was like a distracted man, when O, my dear! how unhappy have 

he heard of your flight — of your you made every body! Can vou 

flight so premcdhaietl ; — with your expect to be happy ? Your fatner 

ivy summer-house dinings, your wishes you had never been bom. 

arte to blind ir.e, and all of us ! — , Your poor mother — but why 

naughty, naughty young crea-' should I afflict you? There is now 

tare! ; no help ! — You must be changed, 

I, for my part, would not be-, indeed, if you are not very un- 

Heve it, when told of it. Your happy yourself in the reflections 

nncle Hervey would not believe it. your thoughtful mind mustsuggest 

We rather expected, we rather to you. 

beared, a still more desperate ad- You must now make the best 
venture. There could be but one of your lot. Yet not married it 
more desperate ; and I was readier seems ! 

to have the cascade first resorted It is in your power, you say, to 
♦ to, than the garden back-door. — perform whatever you shall under- 
lonr mother fainted away, while take to do. Xou Taai'i ^'^'taew^ 
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1P» IIAi4 41^ Im IMMM fcr k? -- 1 ! wnttcs: 
wffi ii ^ rtij # llbwugH, -- I km6m,ffmU wiji 
f^m^pmkf^timi. i»f dear, stejtialit; 

Am x^^ ^*^ ^""■"^''''■''^^ -^^^^^^i^ 
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^Toar for 
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mm w^t^km, Ihr^nm jaunen iato 

i §m ptMt\f m7 And If noitbeauui faanJjsreqaert, aswcllasbj! 

tlM»MMeiriek4^ofpkiUti? father's eoauaandL Toaharetibe 

Y^xt l»ar« lfitlM9to«joo tajjjuad poor girfs hoarij prajrersy I wiH, 

f tfclakf »x<l4^^f wnbaaairmi'SboweTery tell yoa, tiMmgh ihe 



mt0mittif ytfwt aeeiarea peni- knows not that I ^^ as weD as 

i/musMf m fault to Awi with the he- those of 

haniftur of a mtm fttrm whtrni every Your trolj afflicted aonty 

$vU wati aj/preh4fiykflf like Csesar ftMaj, Aprn 21. D. Hkrtet. 

to th« ItOffian SUffUr, who h^ bid • NotwithsUndhis wluU Mn. Herrey 
blm ff0War» of me itUm of Marchi'^^ere says, H wiU be hereafter seen tb«t 

7%# i^«« 0f March; said CawarJJSJtJI^^^J^^f ^*«,^J^^^ 
"^wg tot fttigisr among tnecrowa, ahUmiu. 
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My poor couaiD Doily, you see, 
baa reason for regret on this aq- 
count, aa nell asmyaunt. Mi 



fB just now received the > 
Alosed from my aunt Hervej. Be 
leased, my dear, to Iceep hei 
ecret of having written to the un 
appy wretch her niece. 
1 mar go to London, I see, oi 
el wilL No matter what be- 

I was tlie willinger to tnapend 
y journey thither, till I heard 
om Uarlowe Place. I thougli' 
! could be encouraged to hopi 
ir a TecDRCtliation, I would let 
lis man see, that lie should 
■ve meinhia power, but upon uiy 
own terms if Ht all. 

Bat I find I must be hh, whcthei 
Iwill or not; and perhaps throiigli 
stni greater morlificalioiia than 
those great ones which I have nl- 
leady met with — and must I be 
■0 absotutely thi-own upon a man, 
TCth whom I am not at all satia- 

M? 

My iettet is sent, you see, t< 
lanowe Place. My lieart achea 
IT ihe reception it may meet with 
jere. 

One comfort only aria 
•mn its being sent ; that my aunt 
01 clear Aei-sei/" by the commu" 
ttion, irom the supposition . . 
aring corresponded with the 
(KW creature whom they hai — " 
«t«nnined to reprobate. It 
nallpart of my misfortune that I 
are weakened the confidence one 
ear friend hits in another, and 
one look cool upon another. 



Howe, my dear Miaa Howe, i 



ibnt 



fault, having had more wordswith 
her mother on my account, than 

she had on any other. Yet 

nan who bas drawn me into 
all this evil, I must be thrown 
upon! — Much did I consider, 
much did I apprehend, hefiremj 
fault, Bupposmg Itoeieto be guilty 
of it: but I saw it not in ^11 its 
shocking lights. 

And now, to know that my. 
father, an hour before he received 
the tidings of my supposed flight, 
owned that he loved me as his 
life; that he would have been all 
condeBcenaion ; that he would — 
Oh! m^ dear, how tender,, how 
mortifyingly tender now in himi 
My aunt need nothavebeen afraid, 
that it should be known that she 
has acnt me such a letter aa tbial 

— A father to kneel to his child ! 

— There would not indeed have 
been any bearingof thati — What 
I should have done iu auch a case, 
I know not. Death would have 
been mnch more welcome to m6 
than such a sight , on such an oc- 
casion, inbehalf of amaoso very, 
very diBguatful to me! — But I 
had deserved annihilation, badi 
suffered my father to kneel in 

Yet, had but the sacrifice of I'n- 
dinaliiin and personnl j>reference 
beeaa/t, leas than knkclino should 
have done. My dud/ should have 
been the conqueror of my inclina- 
tiim. Butanaveravoi\ — aawteswiii. 
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SO rer^ sincere! — .The triamph of my assembled friends, as the 
a cruel and ambitious brother, I daughter capable of preferring 
ever so uncontroulable, joined .her own will to the wills of them 
with the insults of an envious 'all. It would have been a sore ti'ial, 
sister, bringing wills to /A«r«, no doubt. Would to Heaven, how- 
which otherwise would have been ever, I had stood it — let the issue 
favourable to me: the marriagejhavebeen what it would, would to 
duties, so absolutely indispen- Heaven I had stood it! 



sable, so solemnly to be engaged 
for: the marriage intimacies Jper- 
mit me to say to you, my friend, 
what the purest, although with 



There may be murder, my aunt 
says. This looks as if she knew 
of Singleton's rash plot. Such an 
upshot , as she calls it, of this un- 



apprehension, must think of] so i happy affair, Heaven avert! 
very intimate: myself one, who* She flies a thought, that I can 



less dwell upon •— > a cruel thought 
— but she nas a poor opinion of 
the purity she compliments me 
with, if she thinks that I am not^ 
by God's grace, above temptation, 
from this sex. Although I never 
saw a man, whose person I could 
like, before this man; yet his 
faulty character allowed me but 
little merit from the Indifference I 
pretended to on his account. But 
now, I see him in nearer lights^ I 
like him less than ever. Unpolite, 
cruel, insolent! — Unwise! A 
trifler with his own happiness ; the 
qt^troyer of mine! — His last 
such) in the degree I have them.|tre]a4a3[ient — my fate, too visibly in 
I wish I had been able, in some his power — master of his oum 
very nice cases, to have known wisJies [shame to say it] ifh£ knew 
what indifference was; yet not to [wliat to wish for. -7- Indeed I never 
have my ignorance imputable to | liked him so little asnow^ Upon 
me as a fault. Oh! my dear! the 'my word, I think I could hate him 
finer sensibilitiea, if I may sup-|(if I do not already hate him) 

gose mine to be such, make not sooner than any man V ever, 
appv. ^ thought tolerably of — a good 

What a method had my friends reason why; because I have been 
intended to take with me? This, more disappointed in my expecta- , 
1 dare say , was a method chalked tions of him; although they never 
out by my brother. He^ I suppose, ' were so high , as to have made him 
was to have presented me to all my choice m preference to the single 



never looked upon any duty, much 
less a voluntary vowed one , with 
indifference; could it have been 
honest in me to have given my 
hand to an odious hand, and to 
have consented to such a more 
than reluctant, such an immiscible 
union, if I may so call it? — For 
life too ! — Did not I think more 
and deeper than most young crea- 
tures think; did I not weighy did I 
not reflect,' I might perhaps have 
been less obstinate — delicacy^ 
(may I presume to call it?) think- 
ing , weighing, reflection^ are not 
blessings (I have not found them 
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life^ had that been permitted me. 
Still, if the giving hiiii up for ever 
will make my path to reconcilia- 
tion easy, and if they will signify 
as much to me, they shall see that 
I never will be his: for I have the 
vanity to think my soul his soul's 
superior. 

You will say I rave: forbidden 
to write to my aunt, and taught to 
despair of reconciliation, you, my 
dear, must be troubled with my 
passionate resentments. What a 
wretch was I to give him a meet- 
ing, since by that I put it out] of 
m^ power to meet my assembled 
fnends! — All would now, if I 
had met them, 'have been over; 
and who can tell wh^n my present 
distresses will? — Rid of both 
men , I had been now perhaps at 
my aunt Hervey's or at my uncle 
Antony's; wishing for my cousin 
Morden's arrival; who might have 
accommodated all. 

I intended^ indeed, to have stood 
it; and, if J had, how know I by 
whose name I might now have 
been called? For how should I 
have resisted a condescending, a 
kneeling father, had he been able 
to have kept his temper with me? 

Yet my aunt savs, lie would 
have relented, if /had not. Per- 
haps he would have been moved 
by my humility, before he could 
have shewn such undue condescen- 
sion. Such temper as he would 
have received me with might have 
been improved upon in my favour. 
And that he had designed ulii- 
mately to relent, how it clears my 
friends (at least to themselves) 
and condemns me! why were 



my aunt's hints [I remember them 

now] so very dark? — Yet I in- 

' tended to have returned after the 

{interview; and then perhaps she 

would have.exj)lainea herself. — 

1 this artful, this designing Love- 

jlace! — Yet I must repeat, that 

most ought' I to blame myself for 

meetingnim. 

But far, far be banished from 
me fruitless recrimination! Far 
banished, because fruitless! Let 
me wrap myself about in the 
mantle of my own integrity, apd 
take comfort in my unfauity in- 
tention! Since it is now too late 
to look back, let me collect all my 
fortitude, and endeavour to stand 
those shafts of angry Providence, 
which it will not permit me to 
shun ! That, whatever the triiJs 
may be, which I am destined to 
undergo, I may not behave xm.* 
worthily in them ; and may come 
out amended by them. 

Join with me in this prayer, my 
beloved friend; for your own 
honour's sake, as well as for love's 
sakei, join with me in it : lest a de- 
lation on my side, should, with 
the censorious , cast a shade upon 
a friendship which has no levitj 
in it; and the basis of which is 
improvement, as well in the greater 
as lesser duties. 

Cl. Harlowe. 

• LETTER L. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Sunday afternoon, April 28. 

MY best', my only friend I now 
indeed is my heart broken! it has 
received a blow it never wiU re- 
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cover. Think not of correspond- 
ing with a wretch who now seems 
absoluteljr devoted. How can it 
be otherwise, if a parent's curses 
have the weight I always attribut* 
ed to them, and have heard so 
many instances in confirmation of 
ti^at weight! — Yes, my dear Miss 
Howe, superadded to all my af- 
flictions, I have the consequences 
of a father's corse to struggle 
withl How shall I support this 
reflection ! — my past and my pre- 
sent situation so much authorizing 
my apprehensions ! 

I have^ at last, a'letter from my 
unrelenting sister. Would to 
Heaven 1 had not provoked it by 
my second letter to my aunt Her- 
vey ! It lay ready for me, it seems. 
The thunder slept till I awakened 
it. I inclose the letter itself. Tran- 
scribe it I cannot. There is po 
bearing the thoughts of Jt: for 
[shockmg reflection!] |be curse 
extends to the life beyon^ this» 

I am in the depth of vapourish 
despondency. I can only rep^t, 
shnn , fly, correspond not with a 
wretch so devoted as 

Cl. Hablows. 

LSTTSB LI. 
To Mi88 Clarissa H^arlowe. 

To be left at Mr. Osyood^t, near Soho 
Square. 

Friday, April 21. 

It was expected you would send 
again to me, or to my aunt Her- 
vey. The enclosed has lain ready 
for you therefore by direction. 
You will have no answer from any 
body, write to whom you will, and 



as often as you will, and what you 
will. 

I It was designed to bring you 
I back my proper authority, or to 
send you whither the disgraces 
'you have brought upon us all 
should be in the likeliest way, 
after a while, to be forgotten. But 
I believe that design is over: so 
you may range securely — nobody 
will think it worth while to give 
themselves any trouble about you. 
Yet my mother has obtained leave 
to send you your clothes of all 
sorts : but your clothes only. This 
is a favour you'll see by the within 
letter not designed you: and now 
not granted tor your sake, but 
because my jioor mother cannot 
bear in her sishtany thine you 
used to wear. Kead the enclosed, 
and tremble. 

Akabblla Hablowb. 

TO THE MOST UNOBATEFUL AKD UH- 

, DUTI^L OF DAUOHTEBS. 

■ . 

Harlowe Place, April 16. 

■UtAB^THAT was! 

; >. FobI know not what name yon 
9if^nermitted^ or choose to go by. 

1 ou have filled us all with dis- 
traction. M^ father, in the first 
agitations of his mind, on disco- 
vering your wicked , your shame- 
ful elopement, imprecated on his 
knees a fearfbl curse ojpon y'Ou. 
Tremble at the recital of it ! — No 
less, than *^that you may meet 
your punishment ooth here and 
hfreafier, by means of the very 
wretch , in whom you have chosen 
to place your wicked confidence.*' 

Your clothes will not be sent 
you. You seem, by leaving them 



BbehiDd yaa, to have been secure 
■Bfthem, whenever jou demanded 
B^etn,bat perhaps jou could think 
Vof nothing but meeting your fel- 

■ few: nothing but how to get off 

■ with your forward self! — For 
Isvery thing seema to have been 
lAtrgotten but what was to con- 
iMmite to your wicked flight — 

yet you judeetl right, perhaps, 

It you would have been detect- 

, had you endeavoured to ^et 

Baway your dothea. — Canning 

■creatiuel not to make one step 

■ttat we could guess at you bj' 

■'Conning to effect your own rum, 

■'and the disgrace of all the family! 

But does the wretch put you 

""onwritingfor your things, for 

ir Tou should be too expensive 

__ him? — That's it, I suppose. 

Was there ever a giddier crea- 

Ktece!— Tet this is the celebrated, 

' flie blniiag Clarissa — Clarissa 

' w\atT ffarlewe, no doubt! — And 

Harlowe it will be, to the disgrace 

I Your drawings and ^ourpiecce 

ue all taken down ; as is also your 

own whole-length picture, in the 

Vandyke taste, from your late 

I pwloni; they are taken down, 

hud thrown into yonr closet, which 

ViriU be nailed np, as if it were i ' 

Pk part of the house; there 

~~"wh together: for who can bear 

jeethem? Yet, how did they 

e to be shewn to everj" body; 

lefonner, for lhemagnilyingof| 

rar dainty finger works; thej 

^tter, for the imputed dignity 

Fidigttity nowin thedust!) otyour 

JboactedfigDre; and this by those 

vbndparents from whom you have 



My brother vows revenge npon 
your libertine — for the famtlg't 
s(i*c,he vowsit — notfor joiirs/ — 
Forhe will treat you, he declares, 



like) 









you: and doubts not that this 
will be your fate. 

My uncle Harlowe renouncea 
you for ever. 

So does my uncle Antony, 

So does my auut Hervey. 

So do /, base unworthy crea- 
ture! the disgrace of a good fa- 
mily, and the property of an iii> 
famous rake, as questionless yon 
will soon find yourself, if you are 
not already. 

Your books, since they have not 
taoght you what belongs to your 
family, to yoursex, and to your 
education, will not be sent you. 
Your money neither. Nor yet 
the jewels so undeservedly mada 
yours. For it is wished you may- 
be seen a beggar along Londoa 
streets. 

, ■■ If all this is heavy, lar your 
hand to^our heart, and ask your- 
self why you have deserved it'? 

Every man whom your prida 
taught TOU to reject with ecom 
(Mr. Solmes excepted, who, bow- 
ever, has reason to rejoice that be 
missed vou) triumphs in yoni 
shameful elopement; and now 
knows how{ to account for his 
being refused. 

Your worthy Norton is ashamed 
of you, and mineles her tears with 
your mother's; lioth reproaching 
themselves for their shares in you, 
and in so fruitless aui ' 
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Every body, in 8bort,|is ashamed 
of you : but none more than 

Arabella Hablowe. 

LETTER LH. 
Miss Howe to Miss Clarissa Hurlowe. 

Tuesday, April 25. 

Bb comforted; be not dejected; 
do not despond , my dearest and 
best beloved friend. God Al- 
mighty is just and gracious, and 
^ives not his assent to rash and 
inhuman curses. Can you think 
that ^eaven will seal to the black 
passions ofits depraved creatures? 
If it did, malice, envy, and revenge 
would triumph; and the best of 
the human race, blasted by the 
malignity of the worst, would be 
miserable in both worlds. 

This outrageousness shews only 
what manner of spirit they are of, 
and how much their sordid views I justify themselves now as they 



cur not the malediction he has 
announced on you; since he has 
broken, as you see, a command 
truly divine ; while you, by obeying 
that other precept, which enjoins 
us to pray for them that persecute 
and curse us, will turn the curse 
into a blessing. 

My mother blames them for this 
wicked letter of your sister; and 
she pities you; and of her own 
accord, wished me to write to 
comfort you, for this once : for she 
says it is pity your heart, which 
was so noble (and when the sense 
of your fault, and the weight of a. 
parent's curse , are so strong upon 
you) should be quite broken. 

Lord bless me, how your aunt 
writes ! — Can there be two rights 
and two wrongs in palpablecases I 
— But, my dear, she must be 
wrong: so they all have been, 



exceed their parental love. *Tis 
all owin^ to ra^e and disappoint- 
ment — disappointment in designs 
proper to be frustrated. 

If you consider this malediction 
as it ought to be considered, a 
person of your piety must and will 
rather pity and pray for your rash 
father than terrify yourself on the 
occasion. None but God can 
curse. Parents , or others , who- 
ever they be, can only pray to him 
to curse: and such prayers can 
have no weight with a just and 
all-perfect Being, the lAotives tO' 
which are unreasonable , and the 
end proposed by them cruel 



will. They can only justify them- 
selves to themselves from selfish 
principles, resolving to acquit^ not 
fairly to try themselves. Did 
your unkind aunt, in all the tedi- 
ous progress of your contentions 
with them , give you the least ' 
hope of their relenting? — Her 
dark hints now I recollect, as well 
as you. But why was any thing 
good or hopeful to be darkly 
hinted? — How easy was it for 
her, who pretended always to love 
you; for her, who can give such 
flowing licence to her pen foryour ■ 
hurt; to have given you one word, 
jone line (in confidence) of their 



Has not God commanded us /o' pretended change of measures! 
bless^and curse not f Pray for your | But do not mind their after- 
father then, I repeat, that he in- pretences, my dear — all of them 
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serve but for tacit confessions of sure that their project to seize 
their vile usage of you. I will you is over. The words intimating 
keep your aunt's secret , never that it is over , in the letter of that 
fear. X would not, on any consi-^ abominable Arabella, seem cal- 
deration, that my mother should culated to give you security. — 
see her letter. IShe onlj says, she beltevet that 

You will now see, that you have, design is over. — And 1 do not 
nothing left, but to overcome all; yet find from Miss Llo^d that it is 
scrupulousness, and marry as soon .'disavowed. So it will be best, 
as you have an opportunity. De-jwhen you are in London, to be 
termine so to do, my dear. ' private, and, for fear of the worst, 

I will give you a motive for it, j to let every direction be to a third 
regarding myself. 'For this I have place; for 1 would not, for the 
resolved, and this I have vowed 'world, have you fa 11 into the hands 

10 Mend, the best beloved of my of such fiamin^ and malevolent 
leart, be not angry with me for spirits by surprise, 
it] ! *' That so long as your hap- 1 I will myself be content to 
piness is in suspense, 1 will never 'direct to you at some third place; 
think of marrying." In justice to . and I shall then be able to aver to 
the man I shall have, 1 have vowed I my mother, or to any other, if 
this: for, my dear, must I not be j occasion be, that I know not wJiere 
miserable if you are so? Aud^youare, 
what an unworthy wife must 1 be Besides, this measure will make 



to any man who cannot have inter- 
est enough in my heart to make 
his obligingness a balance for an 
affliction he has not caused? 

I would shew Lovelace your 
sister^B abominable letter, were it 
to me. 1 inclose it. It shall not 
ba?e a place in this house. This 
will enter him of course into the 
Bubject which you now ought to 
have most in view. Let him see 
what you suffer for him. He 
cannot prove base to such an 
excellence. I should never enjoy 
my head or my senses should this 
man prove a villain to you! — 
With a merit so exalted , you may 
have punishment more than 
enough for your involuntary fault 
inthathusbuid. 



you less apprehensive of the con- 
sequences of their violence, should 
they resolve to attempt to carry 
you off in spite bf Lovelace. 

I would have you direct to Mr. 
ij^ickman, even your answer to 
this. 1 have a reason for It. Be- 
sides, my mother, notwithstanding 
this particular indulgence , is very 
positive. They have prevailed 
upon her, I know, to give her word 
to this purpose -^ spiteful poor 
lyretches! How I hate in parti- 
cular your foolish uncle Antony. 

I would nojt have your thoughts 
dwell on the contents of your 
sister's shocking letter; but pur- 
sue other subjects — the subjects 
before you. And let me know 
your progress with Lovelace, and 



I would|not have you be too what he says to t&d% ^\»X^OeL<i^<^ 
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curse. So far yoa may enter into 
this hateful subjects 1 expect 
:that this will aptly introduce the 
grand topic between you^ without 
needing a mediator. 

- Come, my dear, when things 
are at worst they will mend. <Good 
often comes when evil is expected. 

— But if you despond, there can 
be no hopes of cure. Don't let 
them break your heart; for that 
it is plain to me is now what some 
people have in view to do. 

How poor to withhold from you 
your books, your jewels, and your 
money ! As money is all you can 
at present want, since they will 
vouchsafe to send your clothes , I 
send fifty guineas by the bearer, 
inclosed in single papers in my 
Norris^s Miscellanies, I . charge 
you, as you love me, returui^them 
not'. 

I have more at y<Mar . servleei 
So if you like not your lodgings 
or his behaviour when you get to 
town, leave both them aad him 
directly. ^^^ ,:. 

1 would advise you to writeDfiO 
Mr. Morden without delay. If hi 
intends for £ngland, it may hasten 
him. And you will do very well 
till heisan come. But surely Love- 
lace will be infatuated, if he secure 
not his happiness by your con.'<enty 
before that of Mr. Morden*s is 
made needful on his arrival. 

Once more, my dear, let me beg 
of you to be comforted. Manase 
with your usual prudence the 
stake before you, and all will still 
be jhappy. Suppose yourself to 
be'm^ , and me to be you [you may 
^Yor your distress is «mne]; and 



then you will add full day to these 
but glimmering lights which are 
held out to you by 
k Your ever afiectionate and 
, [(faithful 

Akna Howb. 

1 hurry this away by Robert. I 
will enquire into the truthjof 
your aunt's pretences about 
the change of measures which 
she says they intended incase 
you had not gone away. 

LETTER Lin. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Wednesday morning, April 26k 

YouB letter, my beloved Miss 
Howe, gives me; great comfort. 
How sweetly do I experience the 
truth of the wbe man's observa- 
tion, That a faithful friend is the 
medicine of life I 

Your messenger finds me just% 
setting out for London : the chaise 
attthe door. Already I have taken 
leave of the good widow, who has 
obliged me with tiie company of 
her eldest daughter, at Mr. Love- 
l^ee's request, while he rides by 
us. The young gentlewoman is 
to return in two or three days 
with the chaise, in its way to my 
Lord M.'s Hertfordshire seat 

I received my sister's dreadful 
letter on Sunday, when Mr. Love- 
lace was out. He saw, on his 
return, my extreme anguish and 
dejection; and he was told how 
much worse I had been: for I had 
fainted away more than once. 

I think the contents of it have 
touched my head as well as my 
heart. 



Hewouldraiiihavoseetiit. Dut 

woaliloot permit that, because 

►f the threateoiugs be would have 

■bund in it againat biitixelt'. Am it 

wot, the eflect it bad upon me, 

naae him break out into execra- 

loni and menaces, i was ho ill, 

bat he himself advised me to 

ela^ going- to town on Monday, 

■ 1 proposed to do. 

Uo is extremely regardful and 

ander of me. All that you BUp- 

>d i0"FiM follow this violent 

Br, from him, ha« followed it. 

le has offered himself to my 

ceptance io 09 unreserved a 

UQCa:, that 1 am concei-ned I 

«»e written bo freely and so 

iffidently of him. Pray, my 

est iriend , keep to yourself 

J thing that may appear dis- 

tputable of bitn from me. 

i must acquaint you, that bis 

nd behaviour, aud my low- 

liritedness, co-operating with 

I former advice, and my un- 

py situation, made me the 

r Sunday evening rea-iee-un- 

aefiiy hiti ilecluratiims: and 

r indeed I am more in bi« 

awer than ever. 

He presses me every hour [in- 
aed &s nefdienslg as unJciii'llg] fcr 
eih tokens of my esteem /ur 
'aa. and confidence in bim. And, 
I I bave been brought to fame 
wbal ci'nee.W'in.*, if he should 
rove unworthy, I am sure J shall 
tK great reason to blame this 
ialent letter: for I have no reso- 
ition at all. Abandoned thus of 
il my natural friends, of whose 
ituming favour 1 have now no 
jpcB, and only you lo pity me, 
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and yuii restrained, as I may say, 
i have been forced to turn my 
desolate heart to such protection 
I could find. 

All my comfort is, that your ad- 

ce repeatedly given to tlie same 

purpose, iuyour kind letter before 



In 



V set 



nore cheerfully tu London on 
that account: for before a heavy 
weight huug upon my beartl and 
although 1 thought it best and 
safest to go, yet my spirits suuk, 
1 know not why, at every motion 
1 made towards a preparation 

"hope no mischief will happen 
the road. — I hope these vio- 
lent spirits will not meet. 

Every one is waiting for me. — 
'ardon me, my best, my kindest 
friend, that I return yonrNorris. 
In these more promising prospects, 
1 cannot have occasiuu for your 
ur. Besides, I have some 
hope, that with my clothes they 
will send me the moocy 1 wrote 
for, although it is denied me in 
the letter. If they do not, and if 
I should have occasion , 1 can but 
signify my wants to so ready a 
friend. And I have promised to 
be obliged only to you. But I hod 
ralher metliinks you should hare 

still lu aaij, if challenged, that 
nothing of this nature has been 
either requested or done. 1 say 
Ihis, with a view entirely to my 
future hopes of recovering your 
mother's favour, which, next to 
that of my own father and mother, 
most solicitous to recover, 
must actjuaiut you with 
thiug more, aot^\\£ 
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hony; and that is, that Mr. Love- vapourish dejection,' which fot* 
lace offered either to attend me | bids me even Jiope^ the cordi^ 
to Lord M.*8, or to send for his. that keeps life from 8tagnati00t 
chaplain yesterday. He pressed and which never was denied rO>^ 
me to consent to this proposal : till within these eight-and-for^l 
most earnestly ; and even seemed j hours, 
desirous rather to have the cere- 1 But *tis time to relieve you. 
mony pass here than in London:! Adieu, my best beloved 



kindest friend; Pray for your 

Clabiss-^*' 



LETTER LIV. 
Miss Howe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. 

Thursday, April 27. 

I AM sorry you sent back m; 





for when there, I had told him , it 

was time enough to consider of so 

weighty and important a matter. 

Now, upon the receipt of your 

kind, your consolatory letter, 

methinks I could almost wish it 

had been in my power to comply 

with his earnest solicitations. But 

this dreadful letter has unhinged l^orris. But you must be alio 

my whole frame. Then some liule to do as you please. So must I. 

punctilio surely is necessary. No my turn. We must neither of 

preparation made. No articles 'perhaps expect absolutely of thi 

drawn. No licence ready. Grief other what is the rishtest to h 

so extreme : no pleasure in pro- done: and yet few folks, so yomii 

spect, nor so much as in wish — !as we are, better know what iha^^ 
O, my dear, who could think of ^ tightest is, I cannot separate my 
entering into so solemn an en-,'selt?from you, although I ^ve ' 
gagement? Who, so unprepared, double instance of my vanity ' 
could seem to be so ready? joii.iug myself with you in ^ 

If I could flatter myself that my particular assertion, 
indifference to all the joys of this ; I am most heartily rejoiced tha 
life proceeded from proper mo- your prospects are so much mend- 
tives, and not rather irom the ed; and that, as I hoped, good 
disappointments and mortifica- has been produced out of evlL 
tions my pride has met with , how What must the man have been, 
much rather, I think, should I what must have been his views, 
choose to be wedded to my shroud, had he not taken such a turn, 
than to any man on earth ! . upon a letter so vile, and upon a 

Indeed I have at present no treatment so unnatural; himself 

Sleasure but in your friendship, principally the occasion of it. 
'ontinue that tp me, 1 beseech You know best your nwtices for 
you. If my heart rises hereafter suspending: but 1 wish you could 
to a capaci^ of more , it must be have taken him at offers so ear- 
built on that foundation. nest. * Why should you not have 

Mjr spirits 8JDk again , on set- , ^^^ Lovelace, m his next letter. telU 

oo^ oat. Excnae this depth of ids MeuOi \io^ «sxx«mft\i vo. th« udy 
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rmitted him to send for Lard no civoked patha ; buthehobbleB 

'a chaplain? If punctilio only moat ungraceful]^ ia a Btraigbt 

- 's Uie nay, and want of s, one. Yet Mr. Hickman, though 

;e, and of proper piepara- he;>/Eare,<not my eye, nor diverU 

i, and such like, my service my ear, will not, as I believe, 

jon, my dear; and there ia Ji'si/uitf the one nor. 'S'lcfc the other. 

^-Sfflony tautamount to your Yoar man, as I have lately swd, 

emoiiy. will always keep up atteiition; 

Do not, do not, my dear friend, you will always be alive with him, 

"' ' E BO very melancholy a, de- though perhaps more from fears 

. IS to prefer a shroud, when than hopes; while Mr. Hickman 

e natt«r you wish for is in your will neither say any thing to keep 

■-T*; and when, as you nave one awake, nor yet by shocking 

J Mil heretofore, persons adventures make ones slumbers 

"I iHe wAen lhe;t fiil. uneasy. 

ilit is a strange pervci'seness' I believe I now know which of 
Immaa nature, that we slight the two men so prudent a person 
^t»lien near us, which at a as jonwould,atlirst, havectiosen; 
^juoe we wish for. ' nor doubt 1 , that you can guess 

foa have now but one point to which / would have made choice 
nue; that ia marriage : let that of, if 1 might. Hut proud as wo 
iOtenmized. Leave the rest to are, the proudest of us all can 
Dtidence; and, to use your own uii^;yrefuBe,aQd many of us accept 
rdiinaformer letter, follow as the but half- worthy, for fear a still 
Itluds. You will haveahand- worse should offer, 
he man; a genteel man; he If the men had chosen their 
bM be awiMniau, if he were mistresses for spirits like their 
^Tiin of his endowments, and own, although Mr. Lovelace, at 
lud intriguing : but whiie the , the long run, might have been Ina 
aofmany of oursei, taken by imonj for me, I don't doubt but I 
petious a form and BO brilliant I should have given heart-ake for 
pint, euconrage that vanity,'heart-ake, for one half-year at 
'mart becontented tostay till'least: while you, with my dull- 
t bain and prudence enter swift, would have glided on as 
^^ the stage together. You | serenely, as calmly, <is accoun- 
ddnot have every thing in the tably, as the succeeding seasons; 
and varying no otherwise than 
B Mr. Hickman treads. they, to bring on new beauties 
and conveniences to all about 

i neoTetlDit rroin eia lo Ml inio jj_ 

nol, bo aji, acqiljilnled » » » 

>w irrsr m ihe waj. In I [ was going on in this style — 

er. I With a prohibitory aspect. "Sha ^ ,(^ 
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t 

^re me le^ye for ond letter only/' . of their wajp*, and were hallooing 
•^ She had Jimtt parted with your j at half a mile*8 distance to get in 
odious uncle ; and thej have been : again, 
in close conference ^gain. I know youUl blame me for this 

She has vexed me. I must lay I sauciness — but I told you I was 
this by till 1 hear from yo)i again ; j vexed : and if I had not a spirit, 
not knowing whither to s^x^4 it. iifiy parentage on both sides mi^t 
. Direct me to a third place ^ as J ' t^- - ^ 

desired in my former. 

I told my mother, (on her ekjdr o«^*^*^y ' "^<*«>««^i i^v^uov s, »•*« 
longing me) that 1 was writing j learned of you not to defend my- 
indeed, and to you: but it waa.^f in an error; and I own I am 
only to amuse myself: for I pro-{w|:ong.: and that*^ enough; you 
tested that I knew not whereto send won*4i i;>,e so generoi^ iji uiis ease 



be doubted. 

You must not chide me too 
severely, however, because I have 



as you are i^ every other if you 
don't think it is. 

Adieu, my dear I I must, Iwfll 
love you; and love you for ever! 
So subscribes your 

Anha Howe. 



LETTER LY. 
From MisB Howe. 

Inclosed in the abooe. 

* Thursdi^, AprlLST. 

I HAVE been making inquiry, as 



to you. 

1 hope that your next may in- 
form me ofyour nuptials, although 
tliQ next to that were to acquaint 
me that he was the ungratefullest 
monster on earth, as he must be if 
not the kindest husband in it. 

My mother has vexed me. But 
so, on revising, I wrote before — 
but she has unhinged me, as you 
call it: pretended to catechise 
Hickman, I assure you, for con- 
tributing to our supposed corres- ^ ^ . 
pondence. Catechised him severe^\ I told you I would , whether y'onr 
(ytoo, upon my word! — I believe relations had really (before you 
1 have a sneakmg kindness for the left them) resolved upon that 
sneaking fellow; for I cannot en- change of measures which your 
dure that any body should treat aunt mentions in her letter! And 
him like a fool but myself. by laying together several pieces 

I believe, between you and me, ' of intelligence, some drawn from 
the good lady forgot herself. Ijmy mother, tnrough your uncle 
eard her talk loud. She possibly | Antony's communications; some 
imagined ' that my father was from Miss Lloyd, by your sister's: 
come to life again. Yet the meek- and some by a third way, that I 
ness of the man might have soon shall not tell you of; I have rea- 
convinced her, I should have 'son to think the following a true 
thought; for my father, it seems, , state of the case, 
would talk as loud atf sne, I sup- < '^Tbat there was no intention 
pose, (though within a few yards of a change of measures, till within 
of each other) as if both were out two or tlSee days of your going 



way. On the contrary, your 

rotiier and sister, though they 

10 hope of prevailiug witli. 

n SolmesV favour, were re- 

Hived never to give over their 

perHcutionii till they hiid pushep 

^.you upon taking someatep, wliicn, ' 

■T Bjrlteip o! llieir ifiiuil 'if/li'eii.Bhowm] 

In deemed ineicnauble by ithe 

I'h^-wittedBoaU they had to play 
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state. ButifyouhfidTiodnetbiiin 
you nee, thai he was resolveU tb 
visitthem, aud well attended too: 
and wliat rauat have been the con- 
sequence? 

So that, upon the whole, wa 
know not but matters may be bert 
as they are, however disagreeable 
that bi'si is. 

I hope your considerate and 
thoughtful mind will make a good 
e of this binL Who would Dot 
til patience sustain even a great 
il, if she could persuade her- 
self, that it was kindly dispensed, 
(iderto prevent a ad'W greater? 
Especially, if she could '' 






"This alinned your brother 
and Bister; and then a change of 
measures waa resolved upon. 
Solmes's offers were however too 
advaotageoua to be given up ; aril 
3'our father's condesceusion was 
ooiv to be their sole dependence, 
and (as 'keg give it out} ihe trying 
of what that would do with y 
their last effort" 

And, indeed, my dear, this must 
have succeeded, 1 verily think. 
xwith such a daughter as they had 
Jte de«l with, could ihat fatbt 
vhonever, Idaiesay, kneeled 
1^ life, bat to his God, have 
fitf eon descended as jouv aunt 

LtoM* te wouU. 

Btitthen, mjdear, what would 
(bu have done? — Perhaps you 

BWDuld have given Lovelaee f' - 

~ sling, in hopes to pacify hi 

i prevent mischief; suppoai 

Vthat they had given you time, a 

•not hurried you directly inio i 



n heart^ 



, and acquit her 



further observa- 
do we not see, from the 
state of tlie matter, what 
lavo been done before, by 
■Ihy person of your family, 
had she exerted the ni"llifr, in be- 
half of achildao mpritorious, yet 
BO much opprcBsedV 

Adieu, ray dear. I will be 

Anna HOwb. 



Cldflua , 11 her .inno'-r (o Wb jSrrf 
tj' the ttoo lant Irltert, iihidet her 

Jri.->,.l fir t;iri'.ff so Utile weiBlit 
lo hi-r ailoii-r , in relation lo.kar 
irh'iiiioiii- to her mathrr. It may 
ba projier to iiaerl here thefol- 
towing erlroiU from tiiiit an- 
iifer; though a liltle before the 

Vou assume, nyy Aeax , says she, 
your osnal, and ever- agreeable 
istyle, in what you write of the two 
gentlemen, and how unaptly ;oa 
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tbink thCT have chosen; Mr. Hick- 
msninaodreasingyon; Mr.Lovr- 
lace me. But I am inclinable to 
beliere, that with a viewta happi- 
neBB, however two mild tempera 
mightagree, two high 0i:eB would 
make lad work of it^ both at one 
time violent and unyielding. You 
two might indeed have racqueled 
tbebaUbetwixt jou, as^ouBuv. 
But Hr. Hickman, by hia gentle 
maimers, seems formed for you, if 
foa go not too far with him. If 

Cm do, it wonld be a tamencss in 
mtobearit, which would make 
a man more contemptible than M. 
Hickman can ever deservo to h 
made. Nor is it a disgrace fc 
even a brave man, who knon 
what a woman is to vow to hi; 
aflerteards, t»,bevery obaequiou 
beforebcmd. 

Do you think it is to the credit 
of Mr.Lovelace's character, that 
be can be offensive and violent ? — 
Does he not, as all su;:h spirits 
must, subject himself to l!ie ne- 
eeasity of making submiseiona for 
his cieesees, far more mortifying 
to a proud heart than ttioac coii- 
deBcensions which the liigh-spi- 
rited are so apt to imputo aa a 
weakness of mind iii such a niaii 
as Mr. Hickman? 

Let me tell you, my dear, that 
Mr. Hickman is such a one, as 
would rather bear an affront /nmi 
a lady, than offer one fo her. He 
had rather, I dare say, that she 
should have occasion to aak ?iis 

Sardon, than be here. But, my 
ear, you have outltvtd your firtt 
it*ibr>/ aad had the eeeond man 



been an angel, he would not have 

been more than indifferent to yon. 

My motives for EU3pending,pi-o- 

___!. .1. \ot tiieteli/ ti 



. to be as ready to accept 
hisoffer, as if 1 were afraid Ae rwvA- 
wfitd repeat tl t 

I see with great regret that tout 
mamma is still immoveably bent 
against onr correspondence. What 
shall 1 do abont it?— It goes 
against me to continueit, or to 
wish you to favour me nith re- 
turns. -:— Yet I have so managed 
my matters, that 1 have no friend 
but you to advise with. It ia 
enough to make one indeed wish 
to be married to this man , though 
aman of errors; as he has worthy 
relations of my own sex; and 1 
should have some friends, I hope; 
and having jfome, Tmighthave 
\ie — for as money is said to in- 
crease money, so does the coun- 
tenance of persons of character in- 
creasefriends; while the destitute 
lanit bedestitute. — Itgoesagainst 
my heart to bee of you to discont 
tinue con-esponding irith me; and 
yet it is against my conscience to 
carry it on against parental pro- 
hibition, liut I dare not use all 
the argumeats against it that I 
could use — and why ? — For fear 
I should convince you; and yoa 
shonld reject me as the rest of my 
friends have done. I leave there- 
fbie the determinalioii of thia 
point npoa 70a.— I am not, I find, 



JD b« trusted irith it. Bat be Jiiine 
ill] the fault, and all the punish- 
rinent. if itbepanishable! ^ And 
Mertainly it nniat, when it can be 
^le cause of those over lively seii- 
snees wherewith you conclude 
lie letter I have before me, and 
Srbich I must no further animad- 
'rcitupon, because you forbid me 

ao fhe leeond teller, among other 
lliini:t,shaiayi, 

So, my dear, you Beem to think, 

Hitit there was a /life in my error. 

The cordial , the considerate 

JHend, ia seen in the'observatiou 

gvu make on this occasion. Yet 

e tbioga have happened as 

' have, would to Heaven I 

u1d hear , that all the vrorld ac- 

Bitted my father, or at least, my 

Siotherl whose character, before 

lese family feuda broke out, was 

embicct of every one's admira- 

. Doa'tlet any body say from 

, eo that it may come to her 

, that she mi^ht, by a timely 

exertion of her ^e talents , have 

taved her unhappy child. Tou 

will observe, my dear, thatmAe'- 

Men guild time, when she saw that 

fliere was not likely to be an«nd 

"to mj brother's persecutions, she 

[ ,'VWolTed to eiert herself. But the 

Ea^alical daughter, hy ike falal 

— , — prccipiated all , and 

d ner indulgent designs. 

I, my love, lam now convinced, 
jfr dear experience, that while] 
*•""- are so happy as to have I 
irguardians, whomthey 
%utg conHilt, they should not pre- 
~~ ", {no, not with the best and, 
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purest intentions) to follow their 
own conceits, in material cases. 

A ray of hope of future leconci- 
liation darts in upon my mind, 
from the intention you tell me — 
mother had to exert herself in 
favour, had I not gone away. 
And my hupe is the stronger, aa 
this communication paints oat to 
me, that mymc/tf Harluwe' sinter- 
eil is likely, in my mother's opi- 
nion, to be of weight, ifitcould 
be engaged. It will behove 
perhaps, to apply to that dear 
uncle, if aproperoccasion offer. 



Mt. LOYo: 

Monday, April !l.|i 

Fate is wearing a whimsical 
web for thy friend; aod I si 
but I shall be inevitably manacled. 

Here have I been at work, dig, 
dig, dig, like a cunning miner, 

snares like nn artful fo 
another, and exalting in my con- 
trivances to get this inimitable 
creature absolutely iuto my power. 
Every thing made for me. Her 
brother and uncles were but my 
pioneers: her father stormed asl 
directed him to storm. Mrs. Howe 
was acted by the springs I set at 
work: her daughter was moving 
for me, and yet imagined berseu 
plump acainst me, and the dear 
creature Uerself had already run 
her stubborn neck into my gin, 
and knewuot that she was caught, 
for I had not drawn mj springes 
close about her; and juat oa sJi 
tliia naa eo^^Wi^^s -vi^^^^'Odni^ 
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bblieye, that I should be my own marvellous — how did all this 
enemy, and her friend? — that I come about? 
shQulq bie 90 totally diverted from I will tell thee — I was in danger 
aQ my faypurite purposes, as to o^ losing my charmer for evei\ — 
propose to n^uny her before I She was soaring upward to her 
went to town, in order to put it native skies. She was got above 
out of my own power to resume earth , by means , too , of the 
them? earih'bpm: and something extra- 

Whex^ thou knowest this, wilt ordinal^ was to be done to keep 
thou not think thatmy black angel her with us sublunaries. And 
plays me booty, and has taken it what so effectually as the soothing 
uto his head to urge me on to the voice of love, and the attracting 
indissoluble tie , that he might be offer of matrimony from a man 
more sure of me (from the complex not hated , can fix the attention of 
trans^essions to which he will the maiden heart, aching with un- 
certamly stimulate me, when certainty; and before impatient 
wedded) than perhaps he thought of the questionable question? 
he could be from the simple sins, This in short, was the case — 
in which I have so long allowed while she was refusing all manner 
myself, that they seem to have ofobligation tome,keepingmeat 
theplea of habit? haughty distance, in hopes that 

Thou wilt be still the more sur- her cousin Morden*s arrival would 
prised, when I tell thee, that soon fix her in a full and absolute 
thereseems to be a coalition going independence of me: disgusted 
forward between the black angels likewise at her adorer^ for holding 
and the white ones; for here has himself the reins of his own pas- 
hers induced her in one hour, and sions, instead of giving them up to 
by one retrogade accident, to hercontroul — she writes a letter 
acknowledge what the charming urging an answer to a letter before 
creature never before acknow- sent, for her apparel, her jewels, 
ledged, a preferable favour for and some gold , which she had left 
me. She even avows an intention behind her; all which was to save 
to be mine : -T- mine , without re- her pride from obligation, and to 
formation- conditions. — She per- promote the independence her 
mits me to talk of love to her : of heart was set ^upon. And| what 
the irrevocable ceremony: yet, followed but a shocking answer, 
another extraordinary ! postpones made still more shocking by the 
that ceremony ; chooses to set out communication of a father's curse 
lor London; and even to go to the upon a daughter deserving only 
widow's in town. blessings! — A curse, upon the 

. Well, but how comes all this cursor's heart, and a double one 
about? methinks thou askest — upon the transmitter's . the spite- 
Thou, Lovelace, dealest in ml, the envious Arabella 1 
^enden; yet aimest not. at the Absent when it came; on my 
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xetumlfound berTecoveriug&om Juunuf acquainted her hi\a very ill 
.fita, againto fall into etrouger fits ; she was. 

,t(aa nobody expecting her life; Low, very low, sbe remains; 
balf a dozen mesBeneera dispat- yet, dreading ber stupid brother's 
Vhedtofiudmeout. Nor wouder enterprise, am ■ . • ■ -r 

itlierbeingaoaffected; she, whose ^'" """ — 
iBlial piety gave her dreadful faith 
jRafatber'scurses; and the curae 
pf this jgloomy tyrant extending 
(to use ner own words, when she 
i^gonld speak) la b'llh lenrhLi — O 
'Sat it had turned , in the moment she be not worse. 
"■ "" " "" ' *"' ' And now for a few words 



^^itsutterauce.toamortatqnmay. 
lud sticking in his gullet, baa 
■ choked the old eiecrator, as a 
,wamine to all Buch unnatural 
fclheral 

What & miscreant had I been, 
not to have endea-voured to bring 
' .her back, by all the endeiirments, 
tiyall the vows, by all the offers 
•itutl could make he ' 

I did bring her back. More than 
'afather to rier: for I have given 
'iiei a life her unnatural father had 
well nigh taken away: shall I not 
'eberisb the fruits of my own bene- 
■■ftiction? I waa earnest in my vows 
to marry; and my ardour to urge 
•the present time was area! ardour. 
^nt eitreme dejection with a 
'mingled delicacy, that in herdy- 
' fug mOmenlB I doubt not she will 
'preserve, havecaused her to refuse 
^metbe fim;, tbougb not the solem' 
''Bi^;for she has told me, that non 
f ■benmstbe wholly in my protec- 

'ilOTi [beinij desliliile of ed-ry other'. ^ 

' — Mne indebted, still, thy fiiend. 
" ■' nsee8t,tohercruelreiatioi: 
a herself for her favour! 
She has written to Miss Iloi 



here, hvXioTlMs accident, 
and fwouldst thon have believed 
it?)forini(pec«iio3i"(ins, aecine her 
so very ill, she would have tieen 
this night; and we shall actually 
" Wednesday morning, if 

itb 



laturday 
Thou art apprehensive that the 
lady is now truly in danger; and 
it is a miracle, tiiou telleat me, if 
she withstand such an attempter; 
Knowing what we know of the 
;x, thou aayest, thou sbouldst 
dread, wert thou me, to make 
further trial, lest thou sfaouldst 
And, in another place, 
tcllest me , that thou pleadest not 
for the state for any favour thou 



matrimony ! 

Thou wert ever an unhappy 
fellow at argument. Does the 
trite stuff with which the rest of 



this which I have transcribed does 
against it? 

Thou takest great pains to con- 
vince nle, and that from the 
distresses the lady is reduced to 
{chiefly by her friends' persecu- 
tions and implacablenesa , I hope 
thou wilt own, and not from me, 

yet) that the pro^sed trial will 



BBCcountof their barbarity; but notbeaEak\.n3\. %'\\,\«.\.'tii&%x!v 
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fhee, is not calamity the test of is that a reason that women |ou£ht 
virtue? and wouldst tnou not have not, when the whole of their eda- 
me value this charming creature cation is caution and warning 
upon|?roo/'of her merits? — Do I against our attempts? Do not 
not intend to reward her by 'mar- their grandmothers give them one 
riage, if she stand that ;7roo/? easy rule — men are to ask — 

But why repeat I what I have women are to deny, 
said before? Turn back, thou' Well, but to return to my prin- 
egregious arguer, turn back to my cipal sumect ; let me observe, that 
long letter of the 13th* 5 and thou be my future resolutions what 
wilt there find every syllable of they will as to this lady , the con- 
what thou hast written, either an- . tents of the violent letter she has 
swered or invalidated. received , have set me at least a 

But I am not angi^ with thee, month forward vdth her. I can 
Jack. I love opposition. As gold now, as I hinted , talk of love and 
is tried by fire , and virtue by marriage , without control or re- 
temptation, so is sterling wit by striction; her injunctions no more 
opposition. Have I not, before my terror, 
thou settest out as an advocate | In this sweetly familiar way 
for my fair one, often brought shall we set out together for Lon- 
thee in , as making objections to don. Mrs. Sorlings*s eldest daugh- 
my proceedings , for no other ter, at my motion, is to attend ner 
reason than to exalt myself by in the chaise; while I ride by way 
proving ihee a ihan of straw? As of escort : for she is extremely ap- 
Homer raises up many of his prehensive of the Singleton plot; 
champions, and gives uem ter- and has engaged me to be ijl 
rible names, only to have them patience, if any thing should hap- 
knocked on the head by his pen on the road. But nothing I 
heroes. am sure unll happen: for, by a 

However^ take to thee this one letter received just now from Jo- 
piece of advice —evermore be sure seph, I understand, that James 
of being in the rieht, when thou Harlowe has already laid aside his 

Sresumestto sit down to correct stupid project: and this by the 
ly master. earnest desire of all those of;hi8 

And another, if thou wilt — friends, to whom he had communi- 
never offer to invalidate the force cated it; who were afraid of the 
which a virtuous education ought conae(]uencesthat miglit attend it. 
to have on the sex, by endeavour- But it is not over with y?^, however; 
ing to find excuses for their frailty although I am not determined at 
from the frtiilty of ours. For, are present as to the uses I may make 
we not devils to each other? They of it. 

tempt us: we tempt them. Because My beloved tella me, she shall 
we men cannot resist temptation, have her clothes sent her: she 

• See iietter ziv. p. 58-58. hopes aiso her jewelS| and some 

■ fi 
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lid, which she left behiiid|her. 
It Joseph says , clothes onti/ will 
sent I will not, however, tell 
rthat: on the contrary, lea^, 
ere is no donbt but they will 
ad oW she wrote for. Tbegrealer 
r diBappomtmeiit /lorn ffcni,tbe 
eater must be her dcpeudeace 



; and ever will be , I 



iseendent. The devil take 

othough for thy opinion given 

l-k-propos, that she mat/ be 



If thou deaigueHt to be honest, 

'"ethinka thou saycBt, why should 

it Singleton's plot be over with 

Nf, aa It is with her bioll^rl I 

Because (if I muel answer thee) 

rbere people are so modestly, 

bttbtful of what they are able to 

o,itiBgoad to leave a loop-hole. 

- Iletmeadd.lhatwhenaman's' 

rtis set upon a point, and any! 

g occurs to beat him o£f, he 

iillfind it very difficult, when the 

■upending- reason ceases to for- 



iitlle'its maaterl — A head like- 
wise so well turned to answer the 
triangular rarlet's impulses ! — 
No matter. 1 will have one struggle 
with thee, old friend; andif lean- 
not overcome thee now, I never 
will again attempt to conquer 

The dear creature continues ex- 
tremely low and dejected. Tender 
blossom ! how unfit to contend 
with the rude and rufiling winda 
of passion, and haughty and in- 
solcDtcontroul! — Never till now 
from under the wing (it is not 
enough to say of indulging , but] 
of iiilini: ini/ parents; the motherV 






■ fit 1 



i this 



Tneadnf , Ap[[] 96. 
jLLLliands at work in prepara- 
Goafbr London. Whatmakesmy 
hrait b«at so strong? why rises 
it >o ray throat, in such half- 
ctmkingflnttfirB, when I think of 
wl«tthisremovalmaydofor me? 
lamhitherto resotved to be hon- 
*"t; uid that iucreases my wonder 
Mtheso involuntary commotions. 
^Xiplotting villain of a heart: 



charming 
■ This was the reflection, that, 
with mingled compassion, and 
augmented love, arose to my 
mind, when I beheld the charmer 
reposing her lovely face upon the 
bosom of the widow Sorlings, from 
a recovered fit, as 1 entered booq 
after she had received her ej- 
ecrable sister's letter. How lovely 
in her tears ! — and as J entered, 
herlifted-up face signifiounllj be- 
speaking my protection, as I 
tbonght. And can I be a villain 
to such an angel! — I hope not — 
but why, Belford,why, oneemore, 
puttcst thouuieinmmd, that she 
mo J he overcome? and why is her 
own reliance on my honour so late 
and so reluctantly shewn? 

But, after all, so low, so dejected 
continues she to be , that I am ter- 
ribly ali aidlfthB.M^ia.'i iaa,-s wj^siivSo. 
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wife, ill do marry. I should then 
be aoublj undone. Not that I 
shall be much at home with her^ per^ 
haps , after the first fortmght , or so. 
But when a man has been ranging, 
like the painful bee, from flower 
to flower , perhaps for a month to- 
gether, and the thoughts of home 
and a wife begin to have their 
charms with him , to be received 
b^ a Niobe, who, like a wounded 
yme, weeps her vitals away, while 
she but involuntarily curls about 
him; how shall I be able to bear 
that? 

May heaven restore my charmer 
to heal^ and spirits, I hourly pray 
— 'that a man may see whether 
she can love any body but her 
father and mother I In their power, 
I am confident, it will be, at any 
time, to make her husband joyless, 
and that, as I hate them so heartily, 
is a shocking thing to reflect upon. 
— Something more than woman, 
an emgel in some things; but a 
baby in others: so father- sick! so 
family- fond 1 — what a. poor 
chance stands ahusbandwilli such 
a wife, unless, forsooth, they 
vouchsafe to be reconciled to l^er, 
and continue reconciled; 

It is infinitely better for (ler and 
for me, that we should not marry. 
What a delightful manner of life 
[0 thati could persuade her to it !J 
would the life of honour be with 
such a woman! The fears, the 
InquietudeifL the uneasjr days, ttie 
restless nignts; all arising from 
doubts of naving . disobliged me ! 
Every absence oreaded to be an 
absence for ever ! And then, how. 
(Uop]x rewarded f and rewarding, 



by the raptore-causinj^ return. 
Such a passion as this keeps love 
in a continual fervour; makes it 
all alive. The happy pair, instead 
of sitting dozing and nodding at 
each other in opposite chimney- 
comers in a winter evening, and 
over a wintry love, always, new to 
each other, and having always 
something to say. 

ThouluoweBt, in n^ verses to 
my Stella, my mi^d on this oc- 
casion. I will lay those verses in 
her way, as if undesignedly, when 
we are together at the widow's ; 
that is to say, if we do not soon ^o 
to church by consent. She will 
thence see what my notions are of 
wedlock. If she receives them 
with any sort of temner , that will 
be a foundation; and let me alone 
to build upon it 

Many a girl has been carried, 
who never would have been of- 
iemptedy hJEid she shewed a proper 
resentment, wben her ears or her 
eyes were first invaded. I have tried 
a young creature pj a bad book^a 
light quotation, or an indecent pic- 
ture ; and if she hasbome that , pr 
only blushed , and hot been ang^ 
and more especially if she has leer- 
ed and smiled; that girl have I, and 
old Satan , put down for our own., 

how I could warn these Httle 
rogues if I would ! Perhiq[»8 envy, 
more than virtue, will put me npon 
setting up beacons for ^epi, when 

1 grow old and joyle^ 
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- If youare inLondo^^wEeiil get 
thither, you will see monsoon. By 
charmer is a little better than ihe 



nas. Her eyes ahev it. and her 
barmonioua voice, hardly audible 
the last time 1 saw her, aott be- 
giiiB to cheer my heart once more. 
Butyet ahehitBiioluTe, no aensi- 
bilityl — There is no addressing 
he* with those mtaninff, yet inno- 
tcnl freedoms (innocout, <il fi^rsi 
uttinn out, they may be called) 
which aoften othera of her aei. 
The more strange this, as abe noir 
acknowledges preferable favour 
for me; and is liighly auaceptible 
of grief. Grief mollifies aud 
enervates. Tha grieved mind 
looks round it, sil eat ly implores 
consolation, and lovea the soother. 
Grief is ever an inmate with joy. 
Though they won'tabew them- 
■elvea at ihe same vriudow atl'ine 
tiroe; yet they have the w^ole 
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Surely, Lovelace, methinka 
thoa BByest, thj good motions are 
not gone off already 1 aurelrthoa 
nill not now at last bo a villain to 
thia lady 1 

I cant tell what to say to it. 
Why would not the |dear creature 
acceptofme, when I so sincerely 
offered myself to her acceptance. 
Things already appear with a 
very different face ti'Jio / have got 
herbeie. Already have our mother 
and her daughters been about me: 
"Charming ladyl what a com- 
plexion! what ^eal what majesty 
•" her person! — Mr. Lovelace, 

u are a hapijy mau ! ~ rbu om^ 

mclialtt'lyr — Thentheyrc- 
mind me of myreveu^e, and of my 



house ii 



between tbem. 



At last my lucky star has di- 
rected us into the desired port, 
and we are safely landed. Well 
eayS Rowe: 



And makr ita' Impaiilbillt; the; fear. 

Bat in the midst of my exulta- 
tion, aomething, I know not what 



My beloved, who is charmingly 
nended, is retired to her con- 
Htant employment, writing. I must 
content myself with the same 
amusement, till abe aball be 
pleased to admit me to her pre- 
sence: for already have I given tc 
every one her cue. 

And , among the rest, who do«t 
thou think is to be her maid aer- 
vanlJ — Deb.BvAVet. 
I Ah, IjOv«\aA«\ 



OP 



Andah, Belford! it can'tbe 
otherwise. But irhat dost think! 
Deb's name is to be? — Why,! 
Dorcas, Dorcas Wjkes. And' 
won't it be admirable, if eitbeti 
through fear, |frigbt, or goodj 
liking, we can get my beloved to | 
accept of Dorcas Wykes for a! 
bedfellow? I 

In so many wRjB will it be now 
inmypowerlohave the dear crea- 
ture, that I shall notkuownhich 
of them tochoose! 

But here conies the widow, with 
Dorcas Wykea in her hand; and I 
am to introduce them both to my I 
fair one. 

* * • I 

So — the honest girl is accept- 
ed — of good parentage; but, 
through a. neglected education, 
plaguy illiterate — she can nei- 
ther write, nor rea.d writing. A 
kinswoman of Mrs. Sinclair — 
could not therefore well be 
fiued, the widow in person reci. . . 
mending her; and the wench only 
taken till her Hannah can come 
What an advantage has an im- 
posing or forward nature over a 
conrteousoQel Soheremaysome- 
Ihing- arise to lead into corre- 
sponaonces , and so forth. To be 
sure, a person need not be no wary, 
en caulious of whoi the vjritei, or 
Ujlial ahe leaees upon ^r (aWc nr 
tfitlttle, icAen her allendant pannol 

It would be a miracle, as thou 

eavest, if this lady can save her- 

eelf — and having gone so far, 

_ Aow can I recede? — Then my 

UreFenffe upon the Harlowesl to 
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theirs , to maVe her a Lovelace 
to make her one of a family bo 
superior to her own, what a 
1 triumph, as I have heretofore ob- 
Isei-ved* to them} — But to rtl I 
away with her, and to bring herwl 
my lure in the ntker light, ttbatHj 
'mortification oftheirpridel wlAt^ 
a gratification of my own!j 
I I'hen these women are conti- 
■nuallyatme. These women, who, 
'before my whole soul and faculties 
'were abEorbed in the love of this 
leingle charmer, used always to 
oblige me with the flower and first 
fruitsof their garden! Indeed, in- 
deed, my goddess should not have 
chosen this London widow's — 
but I dave say, if I hod, she wonld 
not. People who will be dealing 
in contradiction, ought to pay fin 
it. And to be punished by tta 
consequences of onr own caMm>., 
what a moral lies Iberel — 'WbA 
a deal of good ma^ I not be' 



iffrom a little evill 
Dorcas is a neat creature, boA 
in person and dress; her coun- 
tenance not vulgar. And I smJa 
hopes, as 1 hinted above, that bot^ 
ladywillacceptof her for herbed> 
fellow, in a strange house, for ■ 
week or so. Butfsaw she had* 
dislike to her at her very first ■»• 

{earance: yet I thought the ^n 
ehaved very modestly — uatr-did 
it ft little perhaps — her lady 
ahrupk back, and looked shy upon 
'-— The doctrineof sympatbiw 

intipalhicB is a surprisii)^ 

doctrine. — But Dotcas will ""* 
excesHively obliging, and win! 



B favour HI 



I doubt not, 
secure in one of the wench's 
itiea however — ^Bhe is uot to 
eonnpted. Agreatpomtthntt 
' Since a lady und her maid, 
heartily of one party, will 
[too bard for half a Bcore devils. 
e dear creature was no lesa 
iy when the widow fii-st accosted 
i»theral:ghting. yetlthouglit 
Ht honest Uoleman's letter bad 
npaied her for her masculine 
iMarance. 

;Aiid now I mention that letter, 
f dost tboa not wish me joy, 
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1^ of what? 

Why, joy of my nnptials. — 
Owthen, that jai*c^ is I'nnc (with 
, when I have ii mind to have it 
and that we are actually maii 
Ivife: only that consummation 
I not passed — bound down to 
contTBiy ofthat, byaeolemn 
r, till a reconciliation with her 
iuy take place. The women 
e tte told so. They know it 
ore my beloved knows it; and 
t, thou wilt say, is odd. 
it how shall I do to make my 
keep her temper on the 
nsation? iVhi,, ii slf iM h^re* 
BtMrs.Sinclair'sV But ifihe 
Ihear reason, I doubt not 
ivince her, that she ought 
loietce. 

ahewill insist, I suppose, up 
F leaving her, and that I sh 
t tako up my lodgings under 
tumetoof. But eircumstanor 
i changed since 1 first made hi 

IbBtpromise. I have taken all the 

ncint apartments; and must, 

tatrj this point also. 



I hope in a while to get her with 
me to the public entertainments, 
She knows nothing of the town, 
and has seen less of its diversions 
than ever woman of her taste, her 
fortune, her endowmEHts did see. 
She lias indeed a natural polite- 
ness, which transcends all ac- 
quirement. The moat capable of 
any one I ever knew, of judging 
whit sn lamdi'ed things are by 
seeing 'n.e ai a like nature. In- 
deed she took BO much pleasure in 
her own chosen amusements, till 

Eersecuted out of them , that she 
ad neither leisure nor inclination 
for the town diversions. 

These diversions will amuse. 
And the deuce is in it, if a little 
susceptibility will not put forth, 
now she receives my address; 
especially if I can manage it so, 
BB to be allowed to live under dim 
roof with her. What though the 
sensibility be at first faint aod re- 
luctant, like the appearance of 
an early spring-flower iu frosty 
weather, which aeems afraid of 
being nipt by an easterly blast: 
that wilt be enough forme. 

I hiuted to thee in a^formei'*, 
that I had provided books for ttifl 
lady's in-door amusement.' Sally 
and Polly are readers. My be- 
loved's light closet was their 
library. And several pieces of da- 
votion have been put in, bought 
on purpose, at aecund-lia-nd. 

I was always for forming a 
judgment of the reading part of 
the ses by their hooks. 'The ob- 
servations I have made on this oc- 
casioD have been of great use to 

I • See e. lU. 
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me, as well in England as out of it. 

This sagacious lady may possibly 

be as curious in this point as |her 

Lovelace. 
So much for the present. Thou 

seest that I have a great deal of 

business before me. Yet I will 

write again soon. 
Mr, Lovelaee sends another letter 
with this; in which he takes notice 
qf young Miss Sortings* s setting 
out with thevi , and leaving them 
at Bamet: but, as its contents 
are nearly the same with those 
in the lady's next letter^ it is 
omitted. 

LETTER LIX. 
MisM Clarissa Harlowc to Miss Howe. 

Wednesday afternoon, April 26. 

At length , my | dearest | Miss 
Howe, I am in London, and m my 
new lodeings. They are neatly 
furnished, and the situation, for 
the town, is pleasant. 

But, I think you must not ask 
me, how I like the old gentle- 
woman. Yet she seems courteous 
and obh'ging. Her kinswomen 
just appeared to welcome me at 
my ahghting. They seem to be 
genteel young women. But more 
of their aunt and of them, as I 
shall see more. 

Miss Sorlings has an uncle at 
Bamet, whom she found so very 
ill, that her uneasiness on that ac- 
count (^having large ezpectationCs 
from him) made me comply with 
her desire to stay with him. Yet 
I wished , as her uncle did not ex- 
pect her, that she would see me 
settled in London ; and Mr. Love- 



lace was still more earnest that 
she would, offering to send her 
back again in a day or two , and 
urging, that her uncle*s malady 
threatened not a sudden change. 
But leaving the matter to ner 
choice^ [after she knew what would 
have been mine, she made me not 
the expected compliment Mr. 
Lovelace^ however, made her a 
handsome present at parting. 

I His genteel spirit on all occa- 
sions makes me often wish him 
more consistent. 

As soon as I arrived, I took pos- 
session of my apartment I snail 
make good use of the light closet 
in it, ill stay here any time. 

One of his attendants returns in 
the morning to the Lawn; and I 
made writing to jou by him, an 
excuse for my retu*ing. 

And no# give me leave to chide 
yOu , my dearest friend , , for your 
rash, and I hope revocable resolu- 
tion, not to make Mr. Hickman 
the h^^ppiest man in the world, 
while nly|happiness is in suspense. 
Suppose I were to be unhappy, 
what, my dear, would this resolu- 
tion of ^ours avail me ? Marriage 
is the highest state of friendbhiB: 
if happy, it lessexis our cares by 
dividing them, at the same time 
that it doubles our pleasures by a 
mutual participation. Why, my 
dear, if you love mej, will you not 
rather gite another friend to one 
who has not two that she is sore 
of? — Had you married on your 
mother s last blrth-dav, as she 
would have had yob,i should not, 
Idiitesay, have wanted a refiige, 
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it would bare saved me many aunt present, and 
-'ifieations and much disgrace. "'■■" •.-"—-' 



E I was broke in upon by 

. Lovelace; introdacing the 

Ipidow leading in a kinswoman of 

vtoatteDOine, iflapprovedof 

er^ till m; ilannali should come, 

p till 1 baa provided myself witb 

e other servant. The widow 

J her many good qualilies; 

jnt said, that she had one great 

which WBB, that ahe could 

kot write, nor read writing; thai 

' ut of her education having been 

Igtected when she was young: 

tt fwdiscretiou, fidelity, oblig- 

fiigneas, afae was not to be outdone 

y any body. She commended 



ducing them to oblige me? But, 
upon their leaving me , I told Aim 



aired that this apartment might 
be considered as my relireinent; 
that when I saw him it mi^bt be 
in the dining-room (which la up a 
few stairs; for this back house, 
being once two , the rooma do not 
all of them very conveniently 
eommunicate with each other;) 
aud that I might be as little 
broken in uponas possible, when 
I ain here. He withdrew very : " 
ipoctfuUy -- "-- ■■ L -- -"L- 
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_ _.., J. _^ _, .0 the door; but there 

her likewise for her skill at the|stopt, and asked for my company 
needle. Uhen m the dining-room, if he 

As for her liefeci, I can easily 'were about setting out for other 
forgive that She is very likely'lodgings, I would go with him 
andgejitcel; too genteel indeed,lnow, Xtold him; but. if be didnot 
Itbink, foraservant. But, what'just then go, I would first finish 
llikeleast of allinher, shehasa my letter to Mies Howe, 
strange sly eye. I never saw such I 'l see he has no mind to leave 
in eye — balf- confident, 1 thhik.:me,)f he canhelpit My brother's 
But indeed Mrs. Sinclair herselfi scheme may give[h!m a pretence 

ifor that is the widow's name,) to try to eugHge me to dispense 
IBS an odd winking pye; and[ber with bis prom isi>. But if 1 n^iicdi', 
wspectfulneaa seems too much Imust acquit him of it entirely. 
atadied,iiiethinl[s,forlheLondon| My approbation of hie tender 
Mm aud freedom. j!ut people: behaviour ia the midst of my 
HmtheiptfaeirlookHj.youltnow;! grief has given him a right, as he 
ud after all, she la esttremelyjseems to think, of addressing me 
aril and obliging, Aud as for the with all the freedom of an ap- 
fOUng woman, (Dorcas is her 'proved lover. 1 see by this man, 
name) she will not be long with | that when once a woman embarks 
me. ' with this sei, there is no receding, 

1 accepted her: how could]! do ; One concession is but the prelude 
otherwise, (if l.hadhadamind to to another with them. He has 
m&ke objections, which in my [been ever since Sunday last con- 
present situation 1 had not) her,tinually complaining of tbe dis- 
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tance I keep him at; and thinks 
himself entitled now, to call in 
question mj value for him; 
strengthening his doubts by my 
former declared readiness to give 
him up to a reconciliation with 
my friends — and yet has himself 
fallen off from that obsequious ten- 
derness, if I may couple the words 
which drew from me the conces- 
sions he builds upon. 

While we were talking at the 
door, my new servant came up, 
with an invitation to us both to 
tea. I said he might faccept of it, 
if he pleased; but I must tpursue. 
my writing: and not choosing 
either tea or supper, I desired him 
to make my excuses below|, as to 
both; and inform them of |my 
choice to be retired as much as 
possible: yet to promise for me 
my attendance on the widow and 
her nieces at breakfast in the 
morning. 

He objected particularity in 
the eye of strangers, as to avoid- 
ingsupper. 

Touknow, saidL and you can 
tell them, that I seldom eat sup- 
pers. My spirits are low. You 
must never urge me against a de- 
clared choice. Pray, Mr. Love- 
lace, inform them of all my parti- 
cularities. If they are ooliging, 
they will allow for them. I come 
not hither to make |new acquaint- 
ance. 

I have turned over the books I 
found in my closet; and am not a 
little pleased with them; and 
think Vie better of the people of 
the house for their sakes. 

Stanhope's gospels; Sharpens, 



Tillotson's and Soath*s serni 

Nelson's Feasts and Fasts; i 

cramental piece of the Bisho 

Man, and another of Dr. Gau 

Bishop of Exeter; and Inii 

Devotions ; are among the de 

books: and among those 

lighter turn, the following no 

chosen ones: a Telemachu 

French, another in £ng 

Steele's, Rowe's, and Shakspei 

Plays; that genteel corned; 

Mr. Gibber, the Careless Hushi 

and others of the [same aul 

Dryden*s Miscellanies; the ' 

lers. Spectators), and Guard! 

Pope*s and Swift's and Addii 

Works. 

^ In the blank leaves of the 

son (and Bishop Gauden, is 

Sinclair's name; and in thos 

most of the iothers , either Si 

Martin or Mary Horton, the m 

of the two nieces. 

« « « 

I AH exceedingly out of hui 
with Mr. Lovelace: and haveg 
reason to be so. As you wll 
low, when you have read the 
versation I am going to give 
an account of; for he would 
let me rest till I gave him my ( 
pany in the dining room. 

He began with letting meki 
that he had been out to inq 
after the character of the wi( 
which was the more necessary? 
said, as he supposed that I wi 
expect Ms frequent absence. 

I did, 1 said ; and that he w 
not think of taking up his lod| 
in the same house with me. 
what, saidl| is the result of ^ 
inquiry? 
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Why, indeed, the widow'sl Surely, sir, you 

^^•luctepwas, inthemain, what sttined. cte^tax^ 

»e liked well enough. But as it Hear me out, ^^J^xiu favour 
wto Miss Howe's ojSiwn, as I hadlijave received w»n^ ^^^a 

told bim, that my feotfier had not /^^resses -- you ^ ^f yOU* 
given over \db scheme; as the. ^ ^^^pe for t^« ^??bvdccl&l»R 
w.^.^ *="-- by letting lodgings iUnsenW hand: yet, ^ ^y,eB 
m to let in the same « ^ ^^^ fervent tender |^^^e 



a&d had others 




1^2 f *»^:!i«it light? .««». - 

nq"^ ^ He intttnipted me — Why, my ; ^^Ki^her 

ndoj ^^m, Kfe, if you wiU hcarme „ j^ rt* 

^li r^.P*fience — yet 1 am half ^^ . _ 

iroaW afimi^ tj^i^t I t^^c been too»for-;{^ Jjv« 

I wari^ as I have not ct>n«f ulted you ^p,^rtM*e 

iroaw upoa it — but as my friends in ^{; i^^,^. 



nwalai writteB"in the !«««■ you 1 , 
fyour I ba^ie^ eonchide us to be mar- hav« 

•iaii«M nmn 
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ao4 it^b^t could I do? Whither go, 
the eveni^ advanced? 

I am astonished at you! said I. 
— If you are a man of honour, 
what need of all this strange obli- 
quity? You delight in crooked 
ways — let me know, since I must 
stay in your company, (for he held 
my hand) let me know all you 
have said to the people below. — 
Indeed, indeed, Mr. Lovelace, you 
are a very unaccountable man. 

My dearest creature, need I to 
have mentioned any thing of tliis? 
and could I not have taken up my 
lodgings in this house unknown to 
you, if 1 had not intended to make 
you the judge of all my pro- 
ceedings? But this is what I have 
told the widow before her kins- 
women and before your new ser- 
vant. — "That indeed we were 
privately married at Hertford; but 
that you had preliminarily bound 
me under a solemn vow, which I 
am most religiously resolved to 
keep, to be contented with se- 
parate apartments, and even not 
to lodge under the same roof, till 
a certain reconciliation shall tiJ^e 
place, which is of high consequence 
to both." And further, thatl might 
convince you of the purity of my 
intentions, and that my whole view 
in this was to prevent mischief, I 
have acquainted tiiem, "that I 
have solemnly promised to behave 
to you before every body, as if we 
were only betrothed, and not mar- 
ried ; not even offering to take any 
of those innocent freedoms which 
are not refused in the most punc- 
tilious loves.*' 

And them he tolenmly vowed to 



j me the strictest observance of tin 
' same respectful behavioor to me. 
I said, that I was not by anj 
means satisfied with the tale m 
had told, nor with the neoeatity 
he wanted to lay me under, of ap- 
pearing what I was not: that evoy 
step he took was a wry one, a 
needless wry one: and since he 
thoueht it necessaiy to tdl tbe 

FeofjTe below any thins about m& 
insisted that he shoula unsay sli 
he had said, and tell them the 
truth. 

What he had i(Ad them^e said, 
was with so many eircumstaneei, 
that he could sooner die than 0011- 
tradict it. And still he insisted 
upon the i>ropriet7 of appearing 
to be married, for the reasons he 
had given before — and, deaiot 
creature, said he, why this hish 
displeasure with me unon so wdl- 
intended an expedient? Yonknow 
that I cannot wish to shun your 
brother, or his Singleton, bat upm 
your account. The first st(^ I 
would take, if left to myself, 
would be to find them oat. Jkmt 
tUwayjt acted m thif manner j whm 
any body has presumed to give oat 

j threatemngs against me. 

'Tis true I should haye ^on* 
suited you first, and had your 

[leave. But since yon dislike what 

,1 have said, let me implore yim, 
dearest madam, to giye the onlty 

'proper sanction to it. 1^ wiMitng 

;an early day. Would to keayen 
that were to be to*monow! — For 

. 6od*s sake let it be to-monow! 
But if not, [was it his basineeS| aiy 

I dear,beforeIspoke(yet he seemea 
to be afraid of me) tony ^imcI} 



tnebesccch you, madam, if 1117 
i&vioar ebail not be to ;our 
like, that vou nilLuot to-mor- 
r, at breabfast'tlme, discredit 
at I have told them. The mo- 
bt I ^ve you cause to think. 
Lt I take any advantage oF your 
tcessioii, Ibat moment revoke 
, and. expose me as I shall de< 
re. — And once more, let me 
d you, that I have no vicvr 
lei to serve or snve myself by 
expedient. It ia only to 

rott a probable inisehief , for 
J own mind'a sake; and for 

»ke of thoee who deserve not 

least consideration from me. 
(VhttteouldJsiiy? What could 
o? — 1 verily thhik, that had 

urged ine a^nin, in a proper 
iitiff, I slioutd have consented 
tie Batisfic<l as i am with him^ 
give him a meeling to-morrow 
roiug at a more solemu place 
Jl in the parlour below. 
Wthial resolve, that be shall 
\ have my consent to stay a 
;fat under tliis roof. He has now 
en me a stronger reason fur 
I detcrpintition than I had be- 



! my de.ir, how vain a 
pg to say, what we will or wlint 
will not do, when we have put 
es into the power of this 
- He went down to the 
tple below, on my desiring to 
left to myself; and staid till 
Ir supper was just ready; aud 
n, desiring a moinent'auKihfitCf, 
he callea it, ho besought my 
r« to stay that one night, pro- 
ing to set o^t either for Cord 
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M.'a OT for Edgeware ta bis friend 
Belford'a, in the morning, after 
breakfast. But if 1 were against 
it, he said he would not stay sup- 
per, acd would attend --e about 
eight next day — yet he added, 
IhHt my denial would have a 
vei-y particular appearance to the 
peo|)le below, m>m what he had 
told tliem; and the more, as 'ho 
had actually agreed for all the 
vacant apartments (Indeed only 
for a month) for the reason he be- 
fore hinted at : but I need not stay 
here two days, if, upon conversing 
with the widow and her nieces in 
the morning, I should have any 
didliketti them. 

I thought, uotwilhfltanding my 
resolution abovetnentioned , that 
it would beim too punctjlious to 
deny him, under the circumstances 
he had mcutioacd : — having, he- 
sides, no reaeon to think he would 
obey me; for he looked as if he 
were determined to dehate the 
matter with me. And now as I see 
no likelihood of a reconciliation 
with my fHends, and as I have 
actually received his addresees, I 
thonght I would not quarrel with 
him, if 1 could help it, especially as 
he asked to stay but for one night, 
and could have done so without 
my knowing it; and yon being of 
opinion, that the proud wretch. 
dtslrustina his own merits with 
inc. or at least my regard for him, 
will probably bring me to some 
concessions in bis favour — for all 
these reasons, 1 thought proper to 
yield ihi» point: yet I was so vexed 
with Lira ou the other, thatitwRB 
impossible for me to comglj fii.^ 
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that ffrace which a conceseion 
should foe made with, or not made 
at all. 

This was what I said — What 
Tou will do, yon must do , I think. 
Von are yery ready to promise; 
veiy ready to depart from your 
promise. You say, however, that 
you will set out to-morrow for the 
country. You know how ill I have 
been. I am not well enough now 
to debate with youi upon your en- 
croaching ways. I am utterly dis- 
satisfied with the tale you have 
told below. Nor will I promise to 
appear to tiie people of the house 
to-morrow what I am not. 

He withdrew in the most respect- 
ful manner, beseeching me only to 
favour him with such a meeting in 
the morning, as mi^ht not make 
the widow and her nieces think he 
had given me reason to be offended 
withnim. 

I retired to my own apartment, 
and Dorcas came to me soon after 
to take my commands. I told her, 
that I required very little attend- 
ance, and always <&essed and un- 
dressed myself. 

She seemed concerned, as if she 
thought I had repulsed her; and 
said, it should be her whole study 
to oblige me. 

I told her, that I was not difficult 
to be pleased : «uid should let her 
know from time to tiine what as- 
sistance I should expect frt)m her. 
But for that nieht 1 had no occa- 
sion for her further attendance. 

She is not only genteel, but is 
well-bred, and well-spoken. — She 
must have had what is generally 
thought to be the polite part of 



education: but it is strange, that 
fathers and motherli shomd make 
so light . as t)iey generally do , of 
that preierable part, in girls, which 
would improve their minds, and 
give a grace to all the rest. 

As soon as she was gone, I in- 
spected the doors, the windows, 
the wainscot, the dark closet as 
well as the light one; and finding 
very good fastening to the door, 
and to all the windows, I had again 

recourse to my pen. 

» » # 

Mrs. Sinclaib is just now gone 
from me. Dorcas, she told me. 
had acquainted her, that I had 
dismissed her for the night. She , 
came to ask me how I liked my 
apartment, and to wish me good 
rest. She expressed her concern, 
that they could not have my com- 
pany at supper. Mr. Lovelace, 
she saidy had informed them ox 
my love of retirement. She as- 
sured me, that I should not be 
broken in upon. She highly ex- 
tolled Aim, and gave me a share in * 
the praise, as to person. But was 
sorry, she said, that she was likely 
to lose us so soon as Mr. Lovelace 
talked of. 

I answered her with suitable 
civility; and she withdrew with 
great tokens of respect With 
^ater, I think, than should be 
from distance of years, as she was 
the wife of a gentleman; and as 
the appearance of every thing 
about ner, as well house as dress, 
carries the marks of such good cir- 
cumstances, as require not abase- 
ment. 

If, my dear, you will write 



CLAEISSA OARLOTTE. 



'nilisiLati 

ie lift till calUd f.-i; al Mr. Wil- 

_. t't,m Pall Mall. I 

i Ur. Lorelace proposed tliis dj- 

ontome, not fcnomn7i'f your 

ctliatour letters should pass 

f ft third baod. As hia motive 

IT it waa, that my brother might 

at trace out where we are, I am 

Jtlad, «B veU from this instance 

ni from others, that he seems to 

^ttiink he has done mischief enough 

"'ready. 

** know how my poor 

les? 
Mr. Lovelace is bo full of his 
P^ContrivBiwes and eipedients, that 
I Ibiuk it may not be amiss to de- 
sire you to look carefully to the 
seals of my letters, as I shall to 
those of yours. If I find liim base 
in this purticutar, I shall think 
him capable of any evil ; and will 
fly bim hs my worst enemy. 



TlmridA^ nietit, April 27. 

I HAVE yours 1 just brought me. 

Hr. Hickman has helped me to a 

Incky expedient, which, with the 

awistance of the post, will enable 

I na to corresponii with you every 

IS ■" 

I tai 



iflkr. An honest hi^gle'i . , 
CoUine his name] by whom I shall 
WvoA ttiie, and the two inclosed, 
{now I have vour dh 
«'■" • 



whither) goes ti 
tai Mondays, 1 . . 
.-fridayi; and can bring e 






I congratulate you on yonr ar- 
rival in town, 80 much amended in 
spirits. I must be brief. I hope 
you'll have no cause to repent re- 
turning my Norcis; it is forth- 
coming on demand. 

I am sorry your Hannah can't 
be with you. She ill very is slill; 
but not dangerously. 

I long for your account of tha 
women you are with. If they are 
not right people, you will find 
them out in one breakfasting. 

I know not what tA write upon 
his reporting to them that yon are 
actually married. His reasons for 
it are plausible. But he delights 
in odd expedients and inventions. 

Whether you like the people ot 
not,donot,byyournobleBincerity 
and [jloin dealing, make yourseU 
enemies. You are in then^nrfd 
now, you know. 

I am glad you had Ihougbts of 
taking him at his offer, if be had 
rc-urged it, 1 wonder he did not. 
But if he do not soon, and in such 
away as you can accept of it, don't 
thinkof staying with him. 

Depend upon it, my dear, he 
will not leave you either night or 
day, if he can help it, nowhehu 
got footing, 

I ehoulif hare abhorred him for 



stances as leave it still in your 
power to keep him at distance. If 
oncehe offer at the ^^osi familiarity 
— but this is needless to sa^ ^ 
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outer deaign bot what he pro-|aB I aball see bim at breu 
feiaea; because he must nceda lime 1 desired to be eicuseil. 

thialL, that hU report of being' 

married toyoumuat iucreaaeyour, Tono'clott. 

TigilaDce. I I TRIED to adjust mj coiu- 

lou jaSkj depend upon myitenance, before I went dowa, to 
looking narrowlyinto the Bealingsian easier air than I had a heiut, 
of your letters. If, as you say, he and was received with the higbeit 
be casein thttt point, he irill be aoj tokens of respect by the widow 
inevery thing: but lo a person of' slid ber two nieces: agreeable 
yonr merit, of your fortune, oflyonng women euough in thw 

Sir virtue, he c^ihdoC be base, persous; but they seemed to put 
e man ia no fool. It is his in- on an air of reserve ; while Mr. 
tetest, aa well iritb regard to his Lovelace was easy and free to alt, 
eipectations from his owo friends, | as if he were of bug acquaintance 



OB from you, to be hoiieat. Would 
to heaven, however, that you wei 
reallg married! This is now th 
predominant wish of 
Your 

Akka Howk, 



with them: gracefully enough, 
1 cannot but siij; an advantage 
which travelled gentlemen bare 
over other people. 

The widow, in tlie coDversation 
we had after breakfast, gave ua an 
account of the military mcrita of 
the Colonel ber husband, and, 
upon this occnsioD, put licr 
handkerchief to ber eyes twice 
or thriee. 1 Iiopc for the sake of 
her sincerity, she wetled it, 
cause she would be ilmuf/hl U 
done so; but I saw uot thi 
did. She wished that I 
never know the loasof aKusbe 

dear to me, aa her t 
Colonel waste her: andabea^ 
put her handkerchief to her q 

It must, no doubt, be a 
affecting thing to be \peps 
from a good husband, aud ti 
left in difficult circumstk 
besides, and that not by A» fa 
and exposed to the iusults o' 

r dining-room, — perhaps, that lie base and ungrateful, as sho r 
BNt^ gams from C/ioncc. whether sented ber case to be at hi* dea 
I tnll mest bim ia good humout,vThiBnio'je4BiftB.%wA4R.»Htt 



for his boldness iunopiiig to make 
me, though but vaneiveli/, aa I may 
Bay, testify to his great untruth. 
And I shall like him atill lesa for 
it, if bis view in itdoea notcome 
out to be Ihe hope iif acceleraling 
m^ refotiiHoniniiafaeour, by the 
difficulty it will lay me under oa to 
my behaviour to him. He has 
sent me his compliments by 
Dorcas, with a request that I will 
permit him to attend me in the 
dining-room, — perhaps, that lie 
"•^^ gams from thoBco, whether 
J tnll aieet bim ia i 



Clarissa baklowb. 



Ydu ktiow, my dear, that I 
hue an open and free heart; and 
uatnrally nave rb open and free a 
Countenanee; at leaat mjcornpli- 
'ttentera have told ifie so. At 
e, where 1 like, I mingle minds 
Hithout reserve , encouraging 
Sclprocal fi-eedoms , and am for- 
to disBJpatB diffidences. 
^^ irith these two nieces of the 
indow I never can he intimale — 
l(^n't know why. 
; Onlj that circumstances , and 
•hM passed in conversation, 
iconraged not the notion, or I 
lould bare been apt to think, 
lat the young ladies and Mr. 
lovdace were of longer ac- 
than of yeetcrduy. 
ube,bystealth,asit were, cast 
anoes soDietimes at them, which 
lef returned; and, on my ocalar 
"Toe, their eyes fell, as I may 
, under my eye, as if they 
. _ld not stand its examination. 
The widow directed all hertalk 
Mrs. Lovelace; and 
ill grace bore It. 
:presBed moi'e for- 
wardly than I thanked h^ for, 
"^^ wonder that any vow, any 
lideration, howfcver weighty. 
Id have force enough witli so 
rminga coilple, as she called 
.' ana me, to make us keep 
trate beds. 

'heireyes, upon this hint, had 
_ advantage of mine. Yet was 
' not conscious of guilt. How 
sow t then, upon recollection, 
_, '63 upon theirs are 

not too rash? There are, no 
fcubt, many truly modest persona 
tpattiiig my self out oftbeqncsCiou} 



199 

who, by blushes at an injurions 
charge, have been suspected, by 
those who cannot distingniBh 
between the confusion which guilt 
wilt be attended with, and the 
noble consciousness that over- 
spreads the face of a fine syirit, to 
be thought but capable ot an im- 
puted evil. 

The great Roman, as we read, 
who took his surname from one 

Sart in three (the fourth not then 
iicovercd) of the world he bad 
triumphed over, being charged 
with a mean crime to his soldie^, 
chose rather to suffer eiile (the 
punishment due to it, had hebecu 
found guilty) than to have it said, 
that Scipio was ouestioned in 
public, on so scandalous a charge. 
And think you, my dear, that 
Scipio did not blush with indigna- 
tion, when the charge was first 
communicated to him? 

Mr. Lovelace, when the widow 
expressed her forward wonder, 
looked sly and leering, as if to 
observe how I took'it: and said, 
they might take notice that his 
regard tor my will and pleasure 
(calling me his dear creature) hod 
greater force upon him than the 
oath by which he had bound him- 
self 

Rebuking both him and the 
widow, 1 said, it was strange to 
me to hear an oath or vow so 
lightly treated, as to have it 
thought but of second consldcra- 
lion, whatever wore the first. 

The observation was just, Miss 
Marliu said; for that nottau^ 
could exftoae tiie \KMiiCiii% ^^^ »■ 
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Bolemn vow, be the occasion of 
making it what it would. 

I asked afterthenearestchurch ; 
for I have been too long a stranger 
to the sacred worship. They 
named St. Jameses, St Anne*8, 
and another in Bloomsbury; and 
the two nieces said they ofteqest 
went to St. Jameses church, be 



as much inber reproofs, as I am 
fond of her approbation. 

Miss Morton said, there was a 
time for every thing. She could 
not but say, that she thought 
innocent mirth was mighty oe- 
coiQing in young people. 

Very true, joined in Miss Martin. 
And Shakspeare says well,'7%a/ 



cause- of the good company^ as yoiuK is the spring of life ^ the bloom 
well as for the excellent preaching. ! of gaudy years ; [with a theatrical 

Mr. Lovelace said , the Boyai i air she spoke it :j and for her part, 
Chapel was the place he oftenestlshe could not but admire in Mr. 
went to, when in town: Poor i Lovelace that charming iviv^ty 
man! little did I expect to hear be which so well suijted bis time of 
went to any place of devotion, life. 

I asked, if the presence of the Mr, Lovelace bowed. The man 
visible king of, comparatively, 'is fond of praise. More fond of 
but a small territory, did not take 'it, I doubt, than of deserving it 
off, too generally, the requisite I Yet this sort of praise he does 
attention to the service of the in* I deserve. He has, you know, an 
visible King and Maker of a thou- easy free manner, and no bad 
sand worlds? Ivoice: and this praise so expanded 

He believed this might be so 'his gay heart, that he sung the 
with such as came from curiosity, ' following lines from Congreve, as 
when the royal family were 'pre- .he told us they were: 
sent But otherwise, he had seen'- ,. ^ ^v ^ ,xu v.^ - 

«- »..^«* ^^^i,^*.^ i«^.w. «A J.1- Youth does a thousand pl^hwrares bring. 

as many contrite faces at the] wwch from decr^uigewiu fly; 
Koval Chapel, as any where else: Sweets, that wanton in t)^ bosom of. the 
and why not? Since the people 
about court have as deep scores 



spring, 
In winter^ cold embraiBes die. 



to wipe off, as any people what- And t^is for a compliment J as 
soever. ;he said, to th^ two [nieces. Nor 

He spoke this with so much was it Uirown away upon them, 
levity, tnat I could not heh) saying,, They encored it; and his com- 
that nobody ({uestionea but he pliance fixed them in my memory, 
knew how to choose his company. | We had some talk about meals. 

Your servant, my dear, bowing, and the widow very civilly offered 
were his words j and, turning to to conform to any rules I would 
them, You will observe upon set her. I told her how easily 1 
numberless occasions, ladies, as 'was pleased, and how much I 
we are further acquainted, that chose to dine by myself, and that 
my beloved never spares me upon from a plate sent me from any 
tl&ese topics. But I admire Jier single dish* But I will not troobie 
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, my dear, with mch. parti- 



I very well as to toregt 
If own choice in compliment t( 
lem, I wFia tbe less concerned fo: 
rliat thej thought. — And still 
'leleee, aa Mr. Lovelace liad put 
erei^inach out of humour '*' 

Thej) however, cautioned me 
' ut melancholy^ I said , I 
id be a very unhappy ciea- 
le if I could not bear my own 
^fmy. 

Sir.Lovelace said, that he must 
tthe ladies into my story, and 
en they would know how to 
low ftt Aiy ways. But, mi/ ilear, 
' t/ou teve me , said the confident 
celoh, give as little way to me- 
ocholy as possible, nothing 
it die BweetnesB of your temper, 
■dyonr high notions of a duty 
bit never can be deserved where 
lou place it, cun make you so 
as you are. — Be not 
^ , ,""J '''■<"■ !<"-''! f"' saying bo 
leeing me frown, I suppoae) : and 
t&atched my hand anif kissed it. 
k- 1 left him with (hem, and re- 
mi to my closet and my pen. 
Jut as I have written llius far, 
Wl int«rrnpted by a message 
.'Ooiliin), that he is setting out on 
journey, and desires to take my 
— mauds. — So here I will leave 
to give him a, meeting in the 



ihow 1 liked the gentlewomen 
j below. I told him , !that although 
]l did not think them oerv ei- 
icepUonable, yd as I wanted not, 
[in my present situation, new ac- 
I quaintance , 1 should not be foad 
of cultivating tlieirs. 

He urged me still further on 
this head, 

1 couldnotsay,! told him, that 
I greatly liked cither of theyoung 
genttewomen,ajiymore than their 
aunt : and that were tny situation 
ever so happy they had much too 
gay B turn tor me. 

He did not wonder , he said , to 
hear me say so. He knew not 
any of the sei who had been ac- 
customed to shew themselves at 
the town diversions and amiiEe~ 
ments,thatwouldapppar tolerable 
to me. Siteni-e |and liliishea, ma- 
dam, are now ho graces witA- our 
fine ladies in town. Hardened 
by frequent public appearances, 
they would be as Diuch ashamed 



I WIS not displeased to see bin 
nhis riding- dress. 
He seemed desirons to knov 



Doyoudefend these twogentle- 
oinen, sir, by reflections upon 
half the sex? But you mast 
second me, Mr. Lovelace, (and 
yet J am not fbndof being thonght 
)arlicular) in ray desire of break- 
fasting and supping (when I <Jo 
sup) by myself. 

If I would have it so , to be sure 
it should be so. The ppople of 
the house were not of consequence 
enough to be apologized *" ~ 
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ledge of them, he hoped I wotdd 
think of some other loagitigs. 

He expressed a good deal of re- 
^et at learing me^ declaring, that 
it was absolately m obedience to 
my commands; oat that he could 
not have consented to go, while 
my brother's schemes were on 
foot, if I had not done him the 
credit of my oonntenance in the 
report he had made that we were 
married; which, he said, had 
bound all the family to his in- 
terest, so that he coald leave me 
with tne greater security and sa- 
tisfaction. 

He hoped, that on his return I 
would name his happy day; and 
the rather, as I might be con- 
Yinced , by my brother's projects, 
that no reconciliation was to be 
expected. 

I told him, that perhaps I might 
write one letter to my.unde Uar- 
lowe. He once loved me. I should 
be easier when I had made one 
direct application. I might pos- 
sibly propose such terms , in re- 
lation to my grandfather's estate, 
as might procure me their atten- 
tion; and I hoped he would be 
long enough aosent to give me 
time to write to him, and receive 
an answer from him. 

That, he must beg my pardon, 
he could not promise. He would 
inform himseu of Singleton's and 
my brother's motions; and if on| 
his return he found i^o reason for^ 
apprehension, he would go di- 
rectlj to Berks, and endeavour 
to bring up witn him his cousin 
Charlotte, who, he hoped, would 
^vduce me to give him an earlier 



day than at present I 'seemed it 
think of, — 1 seemed to think of, m} 
dear, very acquiescent, asl shoulc 
imagine! 

I told him, that I should taki 
that young lady's i6ompany for t 
great favour. 

1 was the more pleased witl 
this motion, as it came from him* 
self, and with no in grace. 

He earnestly pressed me to ac- 
cept of a bank note : but I declinec 
it And then he offered me hif 
servant William for my attendam 
in bis absence; who, he said, 
,mijght be dispatched to him if anj 
^mog extraordinary fell out. J 
consented to that. 

He took his leave of me in thi 
most respectful manner, only kiss- 
ing my hand. He left the bank 
note, unobserved by me, upoii 
the tabl^. You may he sure I snail 
give it him back at his return. 

I am in a much better humooi 
with him than I was. 

Where doubts of any person 
are removed, a mind not ungener 
ous is willing, bj way of amende 
for having conceived those doubts, 
to construe eveir thins that hap< 
pens, capable of a good construe* 
tion. in tnat person^ favour. Par- 
ticularly, I cannot but be pleased 
to observe, tbatalthoug[h he speaks 
of the ladies of his family with the 
freedom of relationship, yetiifs 
always with tenderness. Andfkt>itk 
a man's kindness to his relations 
of the sex, a woman has some 
reason to expect his good be- 
haviour to herself, when, married, 
if she be willing to deserve it from 
him. 



^adtbos. m^ dear, am I brought 
bntdownaatialiednith this man, 
■here I find room to infer Ihat he 
I not by nature a aavtige. But 
aw could a creature, who gave 

nan an opportuuity to ran awa^ 

th ber, expect to be treated by 
^^^it man with a very high degi 
ifpclitenesB? 

Bot why, now, when fairer pi 

B«tB seem to open, why th(.__ 
^^ lanchol^ reflections? will my 
Uored fuend ask of her Clarissa. 



.0, ta the world's eye, has en- 
led her name among the giddy 
1 the inconsiderate; who la- 
in under a parent's curse, and 
tcmel uncertainties nhichmuBt 
fefrom reflecting, that, equally 
nnst dutv and principle, she 
I thrown herself into the power 
kman, and that man an im- 
rtsl one? — Must not the senae 
) baa of her in consideration 
rken ber most hopeful pro- 
Kt*? Must it not even rise 
tngett upon a thoughtful mind 
lea her nopes are the fairest? 
at her pleasures, were the man 
ptore better than she expects, 
Kui^to ber with an abatement, 
te tMt which persons who are 
Lpoueseion of ul-gotten wealth 
nut then most poignantly ei- 
ttience, (if the^ have reflecting 
kd Quscared minda) when, all 
leir wishes answered, (if the 
iabu of sulih persons can ever 
i wholly anawered) they sit (town 
. lupes to enj'iy what they have 
ajiutly obtained, And &ul their 



own reflections their greatest tor- 
May yon, my dear friend, be 
always nappy in your reflections, 
prays 

Your ever affectionate 

Ci. Hahlowi. 
Mr. lofel-KK, in hU next Ittlei; 
triianplia on hit having carried 
hit two great poinU of making 
the lady yield to pass for his 
wife to the people of the house, 
d to his taking up 
it, though butfc 
He is now, h« iii/i, in a Tair 
way. and doubts not but that 
he ahail soon prevail, if not by 
persnasion, by surprise. Yet he 
fireleiidi to hane inmn Utile re- 
morse, and censures himself as 
acting the part of the grand 
tempter. But having succeeded 
thus far, he cannot, he tayt, 
forbear trying, according to the 
resolution he had before made, 
whether he cannot go further. 
ie h'ifei the parlieulm-t of their 
debalet on the itboee-meiitioned 
tiibjecti, la tbf lamt rffeetaiJn 
the lady'i tail lelttrt. 
And now, Belford, will I give 
thee an account of onr flrst break- 
fast conversation. 

All sweetly aerene and easy was 
the lovely brow and chRrming 
aspect of my goddess, on her de- 
scending amongus; commanding 
reverence from every eye ; a cour- 
tesy Irom every knee; and sileoce, 
awful silence, from every quiver- 
ing lip; while she, armed with 
conscious worthlnea^ s-Ykd va:^^- 
riority, looTteA ^»4, \wSBa.-s«&. »" 
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I would look and be- 
have aniotiK ber vaMali : yet with 
a freedom from pride aod liaugEiti- 
neu, aaif bom todiKnitf , and to 
a beb&viour babitaafl]' gracious. 
It Wta tj/ Mil time b« fen, Ibai 
Int. whole meHt urt'lh tvgard to 
tbit lady litt in doing jiiil ice le 
her txe*ll«neie* both of -mind and 
perton, tlioufli to hit men con- 
demnation. 7%tM A« begins hii 
lueeeeding letter: 
Be takee notice q^ the jealouty, 
pride, ondnttnily ^Sally Uartiii 
and Polly HertOTi, en his resjieit- 
jid hihariourU>titol&dj\ crea- 
Itiret who, brought up loo liigli 
Jot their pirtunei, andtoataile 
(ffpleatiire, and Ihe public diver- 
tUmt, badjttllenaneaii/preylo 

kii eedueing arfi (ts will be seen 
in the concluHon of this work) : 
ead aho, ai lifobierva, "had 
not vet got over ^at distinc-, 
tion m their love which makes a 
woman prefer one man to an- 

How difficnlt ii it, xayxhe, to 
make & woman nibacribe to a pre- 
fbrence against heraelf. thoagh 
evei HO visible; eipeciallj' where 
love is concerned! This violent,' 
tbis partial little devil, Solly, has 
the wsolence to compare herself 
with my aneel — vet owns her to 
be an aCgeL I ctrarge yon , Mr. 
Lovelace, saidsbe, shew none 6f 
yoni extravagant acta of kindness 
before me to this snlten, this 
gloomy beauty — I cannot bear 
A. Tnen was I reminded of her 
fint sacrifice. 

What a tont do tbeae women 



make about nothing at all I 
it not for what the(eom« 
iu his letter from Italy, c 
oatan elements of amour', 
the delicacies of intrigue, 
there, Belford, inallthev 
for US'? 

How do these creatorieB 
vour to stimulate me! A 
woman is a worse devil tbi 
a profligate man. The ib 
incapable of remorse : tl 
not 1~- nor ever shall they 
upon me, though aided b} 
powers of darkness, to tri 
admirable creature with i 
ty. — So far, I mean, as in 
can be separated from tb 
which will prove her to bi 
woman or angel. 

Yet with them 1 am a 
I might have had her befoi 
iflwotrid. IfJwonldtrea 
flesh and blood, Ishould I 
such. They thought I k 
any man living did, that i 
made a goddess of a womi 
would assume the goddet 
if power were given ner, sb 
exert that power to the giv 
nobody rfse: and D— r's 
thrown into my dish, wh 
knowest, kept her cerer 
husband at haughty distan 
whined in private to her in 
footman. O how I curs 
blaspbemlng wretchesi Tl 
make me, as I tetl them 
their boose, and remove I 
And by my soul. Jack, I ar 
at times to think that I sho 
have brought her hither, 
but on Sale's acconnt A 
widtont knoiring eifter 
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Po!Iy'B,_ the dear crea- 
res against having ani 
on with them but ancl 

lie, then mayeat think: 
iwf in woman ianottc 
.ea from woman. And 
1)0 commRnd of herself. 
oat think! — Here this 
. Sally, not being able, 
d me, to support life 
displeasure, was going 
bat when 1 sawherpre- 
it, I went out of the 
BO she thought it would 
>rtb her wh3e to shew 



implimeul qf hit ab- 
obut 

ind if she think not, I 
?i and grumble, and 
n, and make a merit of 
ea, unable to live out 
lence, soon return. Nor 
1 ever angry at bottom 
disobeyed through i 
e. They like an uiic( 
passion, Ther like 
•f favour ravished fi'i 
I to be eaten and drank 
by a voracious lover 
low the sex? — Not so, 
lyet, myClarissa; but, 
mth lier my frequent 
rill make me look new 
Lnd create little busy 
.ireen us. At the least, 
elfi without exception, 
i u par ing and at re 



turn; and will not those occa- ' 
iional freedoms (which civilly 
vill warrant) by degrees fami- 
liarize my charmer to them? 

But here; Jack, what shallldo 
withm;^ uncle and aunts, and all 
my loving cousins? For I under- 
stand that they are more in haete 
to have me married than I am my- 



ivili^ ^^^ 



self. 



LETTER LSII. 



Lovelace is returned al- 
ready. My brother's projects 
were his pretence. I could not 
but look upon this short absence 
as an evasion of his promise; es- 
pecially as he had taken such pro- *J 
cautions with the people belowi/ 
and as be knew that I proposed tr 
keep close within doors. I cannot , 
bearto be dealt meanlywith; and 
angrily insisted that be should 
direclfy set out for Berkshire, in 
order to engage his cousin, as be 
had promised. 

Omy dearest life, said he, why 
will you banish me from your pre- 
sence? I cannot leave you for so 
long a time as yon seem to expect_ 
I should. I have been hovering^ 
about town ever since I left roi^lj 
Edgware was the furthest place W 
went to ; and there I was not ahla™ 
to slay two hours, for fear, atthiH'l 
crisis, any thing should happcnj'- 
Wbo canaccouulfor the workings I 
of an apprehensive mind, when af" 
that is dear and valimhio to it isa. 
stake? You may spare yourself, 
the trouble of writing to any of 
!yoQr frieudB, tifi ttic B5liSKac.V3\i.'a» 



pre-t^^Hj 
inotr^^H 
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pasaedthatBhall entitle me to give BQminer monlhs ; and on joi 
wdght toyourapplicatioD. Wticn.tum you shall find all that 4 
they know wo are married, your wanting in your new habitatic 

brother's plots will be at an end; BUpplied; and pleasures in^ 

and your father and mother, and stant round shall attend us. 
ancles, must be reconciled to you. [angel, take me to you, instead i 



I 



Why uien should you hesitate arbaniahingmefroniyou, and 
moment to confirm my happineaa? me youTB forever. 
Whj-, once more, would you Yousee, my dear, that fl 
bauiab me from you? Why willlwasnorJav pressed for, Iwai 
you not give the man, who haBjuneasy about that;and the sood 
brought you into difficultiea, and.recoveredmyHelf asthere wasnc 
whoso honourably wi ah ea to ex- But, however.IgavehimnoreaBi 
tricate you from lliera, the happi-, to upbraid mefor refusing hiaoff 
new of doing so? jofgoinginsearchof a hoaae. 

He wflfl silent My voice failed | He ia accordingly gone out E 
to second the inclination I had to tbia purpose. But I find that 1 
say Bomethiug not wholly dia-iiDteoda to taheiipbislodginghe: 
couraging to a point bo warmly fo-ojght; andifto-night, nodoul 
presaed, |on otTiernights, while heia in tow 

I'll tell you, my angel, rcBumed As the doora and windows of n 
he, whallpropoae totto, ifyouap- apHrtraent have good fastening 
prove of it. I will instantly go as he has not, in all this time, givi 
out to view some of the handsome me cause for apprehension; as) 
new BquaroB or fine atreels round haa tlie pretence of my brothei 
them, and make a report to vou of schemes to plead) as the peop 
any suitable house I find to De let. below are very courteous ni 
1 will take such a oneasj'ouehall obliging; Miss Uorton espcciali; 
choose, and set up anequjpage be- who seems to have taken a grei 
fitting our condition. Vou shall likingto me,and tobeof agentl 
direct the whole. And on some temper and manners than Mi 
earl^ day, either before or after Martin; and as we are now in 
wetti, [iliuutllieali/ounjwnchiike] tolerable way— limagineitwou 
be pleased to make me the bap- look particular to them all, an 
piefltofmeu. And then will every bringme intoadebatewithama 
thing be in a desirable train. You who (let him be set upon wh&t I 
shall receive in your own house will) has always a great deal ' 
(if it can be so soon furnished as I say for himself , iflwerc to insi 
wish] the compliments of all m^ upon hia promise: onallthesea 
relations, Charlotte shall visit counts, 1 think, 1 will take i 
you in the interim: and if it take notice of his lodging here, if I 

Lup time, you shall choose whom don't — let me know, my dM 
yoU'.ftill honour with your com- your thoughtsof every thing, ^ 
pany, first, second, or third in [he You may believe 1 gave ■ 
I 
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Eluck bis bank note the moment I 

Fridmy ovonlng. \ 

Ua. Loveluce has seen two or 

L Hiceehousea; butnonetohismindJ 

^Sut he bus heard of one which 

Sromising, he auys, and 
e IH to iuquire about in the 

Biiurfsy mornliiK. ] 
I HBhosmftde hiaiuquiries, and' 
illy seen thehouBebewHB told! 
it night. The owner of it is ' 
BfoUDK widow lad^; who is in-| 
Ttwolable for the death of her 
jwbaod; Freii-hoi/le bei uame. It 
S^niisbed quite in taste, eveiy 
^aag being new within these 
StnioatfaB- Ue|belieTes, ifllike 
kit the fumitare, thenso of itmay 
blgreed for, with the houae, for 
iBcertnin: but, if I likcit, he 
'eavour to take the cue and 

,_.ie the other directly, 

r llie lady aees nobody; nor are 

w boat apartments above-staii-s 

V be Tie>nid till she ia either ab- 

or gone ^nto the country; 

ihsbetalks of doing inafoit- 

I right or titrec weeks at furthest; 

' ndttf live there retired. 

^ What Mr. Lovelace saw of the 

4 (which were the saloon and 

parlours) was perfecllr ele- 

~* ; and he was assured all is of 

The ofhces are also 

ncoavenient; coach>house and 

IoIm adjoining. 

HeahaU be very imps 

, tp, till I Bce the whole , 

^ h, it he finds he can have it, look 

r farther till 1 have seen it, except 

Itnything else offer to my liking. 

r^H piice he values not. 



He now does nothing but talkof 
the cereniontj; but not indeed of 
the diiij. I don't want him to urge 
that — but I wonder he does not. 

Hehasjustnowreceivedaletter 
front Lady Betty Lawrance, by a 
parlicularhand ; the contents prin- 
cipally relating to an affair she 
has in chancery. But in the post- 
script she is pleased to say very 
respectful things of me. 

Tlicy areali impatient, she says, 
for the happy day lieing over; 
which they flatter themselves will 

umrehisrefi,nnalion. 

Ho hoped, he told me, that I 
would tnoii enable him to answer 
llieir wishes and liis oum. 

But, my dear, although the op- 
portunity wasso inviting, he urged 
not for the day. Which ig the 
vinre eMranrdinary , as he was so 
pressing for msmage before we 
ame tg town. 

Hew 

ive hi] 

ly company o 

tahttlecolla _._ ._ 

and Misa Hoi'ton, cannot, he says, 
be there, being engaged in a party 
of their on n with two daughters of 
Colonel Solcombe, and two nieces 
of Sir Antony Holmes, upon an 
annual occ^ion. But Mrs. Sin- 
clair will be present, and she gave 
him hope of the companv of a 
young lady of very great fortune 
and inrrit, (Mias J'artinnloti] an 
heiress, to whom Colonel Sinclair, 
itsi^ems, in his lifetime was guar- 
dian, and who therefore calls Mrs. 
Sinclair mamma. 

1 desired to be excused. He 
had laid me , I said i, undw a. Tiv^n^. 



308 



^THB BISTORT OF 



disagreeable necessity of appear- 
ing as a married person , and II 
wSuld see as few people aspossible 
who were to think me so. 

He would not urge it, he said, if 
I were muck averse : but they were ^ 
his select friends: men of birth i 
and fortune; who longed to see. 
me. It was true, he added, that, 
they, as well as his friend Dole- 
man, believed we were married; 
but they thought him under the 
restrictions tiiat he had mentioned 
to the people below. I mi^ht be 
assured, he told* me, that his po- 
liteness before them should be 
carried into the highest degree of 
reverence. 

When he is set upon any thin^, 
there is no knowing, as I have said 
heretofore J what one can do*. But 
I will not, if I can help it, be made 
a show of; especially to men of 
whose characters and principles I 
have*no good opinion. 1 am , my 
dearest nriend. 

Your ever a£Eectionate 

[Cl. Hablowe. 

Mr. Lovelace in hU next letter 
gives an account of : his quick 
return: of it is reasons to the lady 

for it: of her displeasure ttpon 
it: awl of iter urging his altsence 

froni the sqfety she was ^ from 
the si/v^ition of the hoiue, except 
she were to be traced out by his, 
visiU. 

I was confoundedly puzzled, 
says he, on this occasion, and on 
her insisting upon the execution 
of a too-ready offer which I made 
her to go down to Berks , to bring 

• Bee p.^ 195. See alio YoL L p. 296. 



up my cousin Charlotte to 
and attend her. Imademisei 
excuses: and, fearing that 
would be mortally resented, a 
passion began to rise upon my 
ing Charlotte was delicate, "Vi 
she took strangely wrong, I 
obliged to screen myself be 
the most solemn and explicit 
clarations. 

ffe then repeats those declarai 
to the %ame effect with thi 
count, she gives qf them, 

^ I began, says he, with Jan ii 
tion to keep my life of nono^ 
view, in the declarations 1 1 
her; but, as it has been said 
certain orator in the Hous 
Commons, who more than on< 
a long speech, convinced hii 
as he went along, and concl 
against the side he set out inl 
ing to favour, so I in ea: 
pressed without reserve for m 
mony in the progress of m^ 
rangue, which state I little tiio 
of urging upon her with so i 
strength and explicitness. 

He then valves himself upm 
delay that his proposal of ta 
and furnishing a house mm 
easion. 

He wavers in his resolutions 
ther to act honourably or n 
a merit so exalted. 

He values hitnseff upon his 
delicacy, in eaepressing hi 
dignalion against her frii 

for supposing what he pre\ 
his heart rises against then 
presuming to sujpose, 

Bnthayelnotxeason, say 
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|Hti)beaiiffry withher, for not prai-i love has crept into their beorts; 
f^ mig_iae?orthi8inydelicacy,when'for theD will they emploj all their 
Ae ii so ready to call me to ac- reasoning powers to excuse rather 
Munt for the least failure ID puuc- - - ^■ 
tilioy— Hotvever, 1 believe I can 
OniM lier too, upon thisgeneroiu 
nunderatioa [for genci-mis I air 
iareiti3,beeau3eit iaa^'ainat my- 
•d(]; that her mind being the es- 
HiK:eofdelicacy,thelca£t want of 
1l ihaeks her; while the meeting 
jyithirliatia so ver^ extraordinary 
W >'«, is too fatniliar to her to ob- 
itistier notice (uan extraordinary. 

Hi gloriei in the ilarj/ qf th 

taut, and i\f t/iv ffouiig widow 

pmttor nfil, Ulrt. Frelcliuille 

^ttallilier; andhnvctilduubl- 

JUt» Sr. Bel/nrd , w/ielJitrilbe 

t rut or ajietiliout nlory. 

BtiamlioHi hUdlJ^ereidpropBsati 

ihrtiflian lo the ccrninony which 

h tt tariiealln pi-eued/vr, 

Miuhit artful inlenlivn ina. 

tughnarnelliedaij. 






than to ^lama the conduct of the 
doubled lover, let appearances 
against him be ever ao e(rong|. 

Mowbray, Bellon, and Toiir- 

viUe, long to see my angel, and 

will be here. She has refused ma ; 

ut mast lie present notwithstand- 

ig. So generous a spirit aa mine 

I cannot enjo^ its happiness 

ithout communicatioD. If 1 raise 

ot your envy and admiration 

both at once, oat half -jot will be 

thejoy of having such a cbarDiing 

fly entangled in my web. She 

therefore must comply. And thou 

must come. And then will I shew 

thee the pride and gloiy of the 

Uarlowe family, my implacable 

enemies; and thonshalt join wiUi 

me in my triumph over them alt. 

1 know not what may still be the 

perverse beauty's fate; 1 want 

thee therefore to see and admire 

her, while she is serene and full 

of hopes: before her apprehea- 

realized, if realized, they 

:; and if evil apprehen- 

ne she really has: before 

her beamy eyes have lost their 

lustre; while yet her eharming 

face is surrounded with all its 

virgin glories; and before the 

plough of diaappointment has 

thrown up furrowsofdistressupon 

every lovely feature. 

If lean procureyou this honour, 

is :you will be ready to laugh out, as 

Q ] 1 have often much ado to forbear, 

rMsooins ladies! — How I'at the puritanical bobaviourof the 

these reasoning ladies! —[mother before this iady.^^ 

ill over wiUi them wheu on 



, $ayii he , I hop< 
opportunity ta begin 

|«f opeiratioBB ; since all is haicijon 
tod BCCurity. 
flis impossible to describe the 
htt tceature's sweet and silent 
(OBfiMon when I touched npon 
bmi^monial topics. 

3b« ntaj doubt. She moj/ fear. 
Tfe »ise in all important cases 
^liwbt , and will fear, till they 
are. liut her apparent wiUing- 
- to think well of a spirit so 

Pe, and so machinatiug, is ; 
r prognostic for " 
«--- -' '--■---' 
I 



oath, not a curse, 
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free-iToiyl'. wont'^Hei-lips. Shej Well, liut to leave lliiasabjt 



till to-morrow morning, 1 w 

you tlie instructions I h 
■a up for yours and your c( _ 

panion'a behaviour ou Uoiid^ 

Inilriiciioni lo lie ohierved I 

John BL-{p/iv(, Hic/iard nfowiroi 

Thomas BtHon, aniiJamet Tom 

Etqiiirei of ilm Boity 1 






it llober 









minces -m liei' gait. She liti 
up lier Borae iiioutb, Uei'voi 
which, wheu she pleaseB^ is |he. 
voiue of thunder, is aunk intonu 
humble wbi»e. Uer stiff hams, 
that have not been bent to a 
civility for ten years past, are now 
limberedinto courteaiee three deep 
at every ivord. Her fat arms are 
crossed before her; and sbe can 
bardlj be prevailed upon to sit in 
the presence of mj goddess. 

1 am drawing up instruotions 
for ye all to observe on Monday 
night. 

Most confoundedly alarmed! 
— liord, sir, what do you tliiuk? 
cried Dorcas— my lady is resolved 
to go to church to-morrow 1 1 was 
at Quadrille with the women below 
- '■'■ churl 
my 
repeated they , each looking 
the other, We had done playing 
for Ihut nigbt. 

Who could have dreamtof such 
a wbim asthis?— Witlioutuotice! 
vrithout questious! Her clothes know, 
notcomei No leaveaakedl — Im-I Mowbray aud Tourville^ 
possible shesbouldthink of beiup''two greatest blunderers of 
my wife! BMides, Ehe don't conr- 
der. if sbe go to church I must | 
tool — Yet not to ask for my co[ 
panyl — Her brother and SingI 
ton ready to Hiiap her up, as far 
she knows 1 — Knowu by her 
clothes— ber uerson, her features, 
BO' distinguished! — Not such 
another woman in England! To 
church of all places! — Is the 



^thel 



Ye must be sure to let it rin 
deep into your heavy boads, tfal 
there is no Buch lady in the wor! 
as Mies Clarissa liarlowe; an 
that she is neither more nor le 
than Mrs. Lovelace, though < 
present, to my shame be itapok^ 

Be mindful also, that yourc)' 
mother's name, after that of Ad 
mother when a maid, is Sinclair 
that ber hosbandwasalieutenantJ 
colonel, andalt tbati/<iu, Belfon 
know from honest Doleman's 
of her,* that let your bi 



WteoaJdspcM 



four,! allow to be acquainted wit 
the widow aod nieces, from tit 
knowledge they bad of the colonel 
They will not torbearfamiliaritiei 
of speech to the mother, as ol 
longer acquaintance than a. Aa.j. 
So I have suited their part* tt 
their capacities. TheymayprsiM 
the widow aud the colonel fqi 
people of great honour — but not 
too grossly; nor to laboor tlw 

* Bee V. U&, it H^ 
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to render tLemselves geouely dreeaed, with all herJew'a 
i!pN!ted. I extravngiLDco flaming out upon 

Themotherffillleadyeiutoher her; and Hrat, induce, then coun- 
ruuiid Iheoolouel'spraincs; nnd ffiiimfe the lady. She basher 
'oniviile and Mowbriiy miiy be cne, and I hope will make her 
otti hfr lynchers — 1 aud you, aciuaintauce covel«d by my 

ludBettoa, must be only hearuay cbm'mei'. 

Mnfirmcrs. _ I Miss Partington'a history isthla: 

A( poverty 18 generally auspec- the daughter of Colonel Sinclair's 

tibkihfl widow uiU8t be gothHud. brother-iu-law: that brother-in- 
'^■-■'' aftirehaiid! aud 110 doubt i^w may have been a Turkey 
118. I be elegance of bar mercbant, or any merchant, who 
and furiumre, and her died confoundedly rich : the 
tdifeM to diaeharee alt do- ■ colonel one of her guardians M- 
uub upon her, whi^ aho does late.al cfe'llt in thai In Ae old one]; 
Ui OBtMitation enough, and „i,e„ce she .always calU Mro. 
ueh makeB her ueiginwurs, 1 Sinclair m<jvma; though not anc- 
ppose, like her the Letter, de- eccding to the trust. 
DonrAtc this. ShP will propoae a, • • ^ . j 

afrtttadsome thiuga by her two ^"« " ^"i^u ! f * k ^ 
lh-»n('miu«..r, <-o oil en-draper «"'"^'"ge"«rd.anB at Barnet. 
thdStraiid, if je have a mind ""'is I'artington has suitors a 
Hi for there ure five or six of 'i'tle huudred (her grandmother, 
Bmtbere. ^u aldeimaii's dowager, having 

7k€ nieces may be inquired left her a great additional fortune); 
w, sfnec they will be absent, as and is not trusted cut of her guar- 
aii6» resjjeiited by Blowbruy dinn's house, without an old 
d' 'I'ourvitle, for their late gouveriinnte, noted for discretion, : 
KHiy uncle's SB 1(0 except to her mamma Sinclair; 

VfMCh ye diligently every "ith whom now-and-then she is 
iFiff my couulenancc: every permitle<l to bo fur a week to- 
dhmof my oye; for in my eye gelbia-. 

il qi my couutenance fril! ye I'ris. will mamma-up Mra. 
ijkftiveroign regulator.^ J ueed Sinclair, aiid will undertake to 
lUll you respect tne mightily: coiirl her guardian toletberpass 
ur alfeglillioe obliges you to a dflightful week with her — Sir 
Mr ana who that sees me, re- Kdivnrd Holdeii, he may as well 
Ktttmenot? be, if your shallow pates will not 

Plilecilla I'artington (for ber be clogged with too many circum- 
^iBOinnocent, and discretiou stantials. Lndy Holden, perhaps, 
deep, yet seemingly so softly) will come withneri forshealways 
>T Ik greatly xelled upon. She delighted in her mammaSinclair's 
iu Bcoompany the mother, gor- company ', and lB\b qI ^ikx ^^ «sA 
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her. good management, twenty their very grandmothers will 
times a day. acq^^uit us, and reproach them with 

Beitpnncipally thy part, Jack, their self-do, self-have; and as 
who art a parading fellow, and having erred against knowledge^ 
aimest at wisdom , to keep thy and ventured against manifest ajh 
brother- varlets from blundering; pearances. What folly therefore 
for, as thou must have observed for men of our character to be 
from what I have written, we have hypocrites ! 
the most watchful and most peue- , Be sure to instruct the rest, and 
trating lady in the world to deal do thou thyself remember not to 
with; a lady worth deceiving I but talk obscenely. You -know I 
whose eyes will pierce to the never permitted any of you to talk 
bottom of your shallow souls the obscenely. Time enough for 
moment she hears you open. Do that, when you ^w old, andean 
thou therefore place thyself be- . only talk. Besides', ye must con- 
tween Mowbray and Tburville: sider Prise's affected character, 
their toes to be played upon and my goddess's real one. Far from 
commanded by thine, if they go obscenity therefore, do not so 
wrong: thy elbows to be the mi- i much as touch upon the double- 
nisters of approbation. [entendre. What! as 1 have often 

As to your general bohaviour;!said, cannot you touch a lady's 
no hypocrisy I — I hate it : so does ; heart , without wounding her ear? 
my charmer. If I had studied fori ^^ is necessary, that ye should 
it, I believe I could have been an ; appear worse men than myself, 
hypocrite: but my general char- j You cannot help appearing so, 
acter is so well known, that I j you'll say. Well then, there wiH. 
^should have been suspected at, oe the less restraint ^upon you — 
once , had I aimed at making my- , the less restraint, the less affecta* 
self too white. But what necessity | tion. — And if Belton begins his 
cantherebefor hypocrisy, unless; favourable subject in behalf of 
the generality of the sex were to A:tfe/>2n/7,.it may make me take upon 
re/M<e us for our immoralities? the myself to oppose him: but fear 
best of them love to have the credit not ; I shall not give the argument 
of reforming us. Let the sweet all my force, 
souls try for it : if tlioy fail , their , She must have some curiosity, I 
intent was good. That will be a think, to see what sort of men my 
consolation to them. And as to companions are: she will not ex- 
us, our work will be the easier; 'pect any of you to be saints. Are 
our sins the fewer: since they will ! you not men born to considerable 
draw themselves in with a very fortunes , although ye are not all 



little of our help; and we shall 
save a parcel of cursed falsehoods. 



of you men of parts? who is it in 
this mortal life, that wealth does 



and appear to be what we arg both not mislead f And as it gives 
to angeb and men. — Meantime people the power of being miS" 



chievousy does it not require great 
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Btupid aBtODishment? 
And now, tnethinka, thou art 
curions to know, whatcaDbem^ 
view in risking the displeasure of 
my fair-one, and alarmiii? her 
fears, after four or five halcyon 
days have gone over our heads? 
I'll satisfy thee. 

The viBitors of the two nieces 
will crowd the house. Beds will 
be scarce. Miss Partington, a 
sweet modest genteel girl, will ho 
prodigiously taken with my 
charmer; will want to begin a 
friendship with her. A share in 
her bed, for one night only, will be 
requested. Who Knows, but on 
that very Monday night I may be 
so unhappy as to give mortal 
offence to my beloved? the Ai'sit 
birds mag !ie caur/hl najipin/j. Should 
she allenipl to /7i/tne upon it, cannot 
I rtetain kerf shouta she aclruilly 
fly. cannot I hiing her baele by 
authority civil or uncivil, if I bave 
evidence upon evidence that-ahe 
acknowledged, though buttaoitly, 
hermarriage? — undnhoii/'tl, nr 
aknulii I lUii succeed, and sbej'br- 
or if she but descend to 
erprnttulate, orif she fitormai'n Aer 

And let me add , thatyouniustjwV/A'; then will she be sU my own, 
id to every minute circuni-|All delicacy ia my charmer. I 
whether you think there long to see how such a delicacy, 
■n in it, or not. Deep, like on nmj of these occasions, will 

liden ore, frequently lies my behave, audinmy situationitbe- 



■ jFou may imagine it, is ofren I must take care, knowing what 
pi^nant with events of the an eel I have to deal with, that 
^"'-vealeti. Be implicit. Am I not the little wi-iggling rogue does 
our general? did I ever lead you not slip tbroueU'BVN &w%w6- 'ft.ti-w 
a thatlbrough(j-ou not off with ailly bVvouYA v\o(V ttwtm.t ^-yi^ 
libtraadeuceeBB, flometime* to her, w^eu ife^^ka'^*'^'^'^ ^'^™-'* 



Tirtae to forbear the use of that 
¥ Isnot the devil said to be 
IbeGodofthisworld? Arewei 
children of this world? Welltben! 
■let me tell thee my opinion — it ii 
>4hiii That were it not for the;)"") 
tb»iiHiiiiling, the world would 
Urobably , long ago , have been 
aestroyed by fire from heaven. 
lagrateful wretches the rest, thou 
wilt be apt to say, to make such 
■Bony returns, as tbey generally 
Uo make, to the pnnr and the 
wUdrlliitif. 

This dear lady ia prodigiously 

— "^ ~ the'irier. Hut aa to 

toe.rpeiifneiilols, must 

know from hertender 

,ere novice. Tilt she 

, .daresay, she did not 

[lieve, whafever she had read, 

tt there were such fellows in 

le world, as alio will see in you 

or. I shall have much pleasure 

O observing how she'll slare at 

■— company, when she finds mo 

_ politest man of the five. 

And so mueh for inslructions 



■learned 
)>eU 

St' 

fimr. 
o o 
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ii]ttot)lieinad<^riyer, her family, 
from which with so much difficoltjr 
I have taken her. 

Well then; here are — let me 
see — how many persons are there 
iflrho, after Monday night, will be 
able, to swear, that she has gone 
by my name, answered to my 
name.,, had no other view in leav- 
ing her friends, but to go bjr my 
name? her own relations neither 
aUe nor willing to deny it. — 
Firsts here are my sery^ts; her 
servant Dorcas; Mrs. Sinclair; 
Mrs. Sinclair's two nieces; and 
Miss Partington. 

Bat for fear these evidences 
•hoald foe suspected, here cOmes 
the jet of the business — ^^ $o less 
than four worthy gentlemen of 
fortune and family, who were all 
inedmpany such anight particu- 
larly, at a collation to which they 
were invited bv Bobcart Lovelace, 
ofSandoun-hall, in the county of 
Lancaster, Esquire, in company 
with Magdalen Sinclair, widow, 
and PriscillaPartin^n, spinster, 
and the lady complainant, when 
the said Kobert Lovelace ad- 
dressed himself to the said lady, 
on a multitude of occasions as his 
wife; as they and others did, as 
Mrs. Lovelace: every one com- 
pUmenting and congratulating 
ner upon her nuptials; and that 
she received such their compli-| 
ments and congratulations with' 
no other visible displeaswe or re- 1 

Eugnance, than such as a young 
nde, full of blushes and pretty 
confusion, might be supposed to 
express upon such contemplative 
rBvcMngs as those compkinents 



would naturally inspire/' 
thou rave at me, Jack, : 
— Dost think I brought 
creature hither for nothii 
And here's a faint skel 
plot — Stand by, varlets 
ra-ra-ral — Veil your 
and confess your master ! 

liETTEB Lxm. 
Mr. Lovelace 't6 John Belfo 



Have been at church, 
behaved admirably well 1 
chariner is pleased with 
for I was exceedingly att 
the discourse, and ycry 
the auditor's part of the 
— Eyes did not much 
How could they, when 
licst object, infinitely the 
in the whole church, w: 
view. 

Dear creature! how 
how amiable, in her dev< 
have got her to own that s. 
for me. I hope a prayei 
excellent a mind will not 
in vain. 

There is, after all, sc 
beautifully solemn in < 
The sabbath is a charmi 
tution to keep the hea 
when it is right. One day 
how reasonable! — I thii 
to church once a day < 
fancy it will go a great 
wards making meareforn 
To see multitudes of well 
ing people all joining in 
verend act : an exercise ho^ 
of a rational being! Ye 
a sting, or two to my forme 
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made objecKona to the 
I. gaiety of my dreflfl; and told m 
1 that ifshe went to St. Paul's, si 
1 could so iQ a coach trithout me. 

I objected Singleton and her 
r brother, aud offered to dress ii 
' e plainest auit 1 had. 
I beg the favour of attending 
:. yon, dear madam, said I. I have 
nt been a church at great irhile: 
e shall eit in different Btalls; and 
le neit time I go, 1 hope ifwiU 
be to give myself a tilfe to tb 
1 greatest blesBing I can receive, 
5 She made some further objec 
t tions:but atla^tpermittedmetha 
1 honour of attending her. 

I got myself placed in her eje, 
r that the time might not a 



when I think of my projects nitli 

tegard to thi» charming creature, g 

In my conscience, I believe if I t 

wereto go coHStantlyto church, 1 e 

conld not pursue them. 

I bad a sebeme oome into my b 
ifaead irhile there: but I will re- t 
inonnce it, because it obtruded 

itself upon me in so good a plac 

Excellent creature! How many n 
I rtiifw has ahe prevented by attach- v 
* lug me to herself; by engrossing t 

Bivvhole attentioni 1: 

Bat let me tell thee whatpassed j 
' 'between us in my first visit of this 
^tnonuDg; and then I will acquaint t' 

.thee more largely with my good h 
>bebaviour at church. 

leouldnot beadmittedtillafter ' 
^gbt. 1 found her ready pre-]tediouB to me; for we were there 
'■pared to go out. I prctonded lo earl^. And I gained her g 
■be ignorant of her intention, opinion, aslmentionedabbve, by 

baving charged Dorcaa not to my behaviour. 

owntKatBhehadtoldmcofil. The subject of the discourse 

' Going abroad, madam? — with was particular enough: it waa 

RD air of indifference. about a prophet's story or parable 

'• Yes, sir; I intend to go to of an ewe lamb taken by a rich 
■ ebnrch. (manfromapoorone, who dearly 

"'' Ihope, madam, 1 shall have the. loved it, and whose only comfort 

hoDonrto attend you. |it was r deaigned to airike remorso 

'■ No! she designed to take a into David, on his adultery with 
"Chair, and go to the next church. Uriah's wife Bathsheba, and bis 
I This startled me: a chair to murder of the husband. These 

oarry her to the neit church from !woinen. Jack, have been the oc- 

IbB. Sinclair's , her right name casion of all manner of mischief 
I not Sinclair, and to bring herifrom the beginning! Now, when 

Bhaek hither in the face of people David , full of indignation , swore 
' who might not thiuk wcH of llie [King David would swear, Jack! 
''house! — there was no permitting hat now slioiildst thnu know who 
" fliBt. Yet 1 waa to appear indit- King David wasV The story is in 
" fcreot. But said, I should take it the biblej that the richman should 
^foiafaror, if she would permit surely die; Nathan, which waa' 
* nie to attend her in a coach, as' tlie prophet's name, and a m^ 
ewaatimeforititoSt.Paul'B. u^eniQtt»ieaaw,t\\c4.'i^V'^^^ 
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were the words of the teit) TkoK 
art Hie man! — By my bouI I 
thought the parsonlookeddirectly 
at me: aiid &t that momentlcast 
my eye fall on my ewelamb. Bui 
I must tell thee too, that 1 thought 
a good deal of my Kosebud. — A 
better mao than King David je 
Ihal point, honever, thought I! 

When we came home ne talked 
upon the Bubjeet; and I shewed 
my charmer my attention to the 
diacouree, by letting ber know 
where the doctor made the most 



vantage: for it is really a very 
affectmg stoiy, and has ae pretty 
a contrivance in it as ever I read. 
And this I did in Buch a grave 
w&j, that she seemed more and 
more pleased with me ; and I have 
no doubt that I shall get her to 
favour me to-morrow night with 
her company at my collation. 



Bense, and have read a great di 
What Miss Mnrtin particuU. 
said of mnrripge, and of I 
humble servant, was very sol 
She believes with such notit 
ahecannot make a bad wife." 
hare said Snlly's bumble sen 
is a wool Icu' draper of great » 
tation ; nud she is soon to be n 

I have been letting her into tl 

character, and into tue charaet< 
of my other three esquires, 
hopes to eioite her curir--*^ 
see yoa to-morrow night. 
told her n>me of the 'enral, 
as best parts of your characters, 
order to exalt myself, and to « 
vtate any sudden surprisei, 
well as to teach her, what m 
of men she may expect to b 
if she will oblige me with her 00 

By her after- observations upi 
each of you, 1 shall judge whai 
may or may not do to olitain 
keep her good opinion; what ■ 
will lite, or what .i"(: and 
pursue the one,or avoid theothc 
as 1 see proper. — So, while she 
penetrating into your shalla 
heads, I shall enter Vr heart, on 
what to bid Mg man to hop 



Wa all dined togethf 
Sinclair's parlour. All excemneii/ 
right! The two nieces have 
topped their par|s; Mrs. Sinclair 
hers. Never bo easy as.nowl — 
. "Sbereally thought a little oddly 
of these people at first, she saitf: 
Mrs. Sinclair seemed very for- 
bidding ! Her nieces were persona 
with whom she could not wish to 
be acquainted. But really we 
should not be too hasty in our 
censures. Some people improve 
upon us. The widow seems Jn/ei-- ui^ mic w mc |ji , 
able." She went no further thanlthat other great one, of fi:tin| 
tolerable. "Misa Martin and Miss j self here night and day? — 
Hortoo>te young people of good woman ever escaped — 



The house is to be taken : 

three weeks; all ivill be over 
three weeks, or bad will be n 
luck! — Whoknowsbut in thr_ 
days? — Have I not carried thi 
great point of making her pass f 
ife to the people belo?-" '- 
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t under one roof vrith me ? — 
onie too, THE house; the 
I, people after my own 
her servants Will, and 
), both ic.v servantB — three 
ialsayl i'holpholpbo! — 



she, Ibe more steady I; that ism 

But Ihe point thns so much 
Bgninat her will carried, I doubt 
thon wilt see in her more of aml- 
len than of an obliging charmer. 
For when Miss Partington was 
withdrawn, " What was Miss Par- 
Itington to her? In her situation 
she wanted no new acquaintance. 
And what were my four friends to 
her in her present eiicum stances? 

S.'!,'!,f*°i,i'^ 1 '"'""""^S^- '? again"and th"re she Xpp'ed with 
rtbout her leave. Which , twirl of herhand. ^^ _ 

When we meet, I will , in her 

presence, tipping thee a wink, 

shew thee tbe motion, for it was a 

very pretty one. Quite new. Yet 

have I Been an hundred pretty 

passionate twirls too, in my time, 

'rom olher fair ones. How univer- 

uUy engaging it is to put a wo- 

□an of sense, to whom a man is 

lot married J in a passion, let the 

reception given to every ranting 

in our plays testily. Take 

my charmer, now thon art 

Lodelig-ht me with thy angry 

twirls, thnt thou temptest me not 

lo provoke » vnrielij ofihem fi'om 

one, whose every motion, whose 

every air carries in it so much 

and soul. 

tj BDgi'y or pleased, this 
charming creature must be all 
loveliness. Her featares are aU 
freely as I have done, and harmony, and made for one an- 
nothing of them? Didst other. Noother featurecoutd be 
rer know that a woman's substituted in the place of any 
if any favour, whether the one of hers, butmust abate of her 
t the greatest, that my Iperfectiou; and think you that I 
as set upon, stood her inido not long to have your opinion 
1^? . The more perverae'of my ftui]gi\i,&*j 



Ts carried my third pointy 
eitremelv to the dislike of 
larroer that I have been 
med, for suffering Mi 

1 to be introduced 
[thout her leave. Which 
r nnder a necessity to deny 
ply with the nrgent request 
me a young lady; who haiT 
id to nonour me at my col- 
on condition that my be- 
rould be present at it. 
e obliged to appear before 
mds as what she was notf 
sforinsisting,that I should 
lit the women here with the 
fthe matter, and not go ot 
ftting stories for her conn- 
;• making her a sharer ii: 
It. 

irluit points will not per- 
tcecariy? cepecially when 
«redover with the face of 
S now, and, Parthian like, 
Bg to the charge " 
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If yoa love to see features that 
glow, though the heart is frozen, 
and never yet was thawed ; if you 
love fine sense, and adages flowing 
tiirough teeth of ivory, and iips of 
coral; an eye that penetrates alL 
thin^; a voice that is harmony 
itseli; an air of grandeur, mingled 
with a sweetness that cannot be 
described: a politeness that, if 
ever equalled , was never excelled 
— youil see all these excellencies, 
and ten times more, in this my 

GLOBIANA. 

Mark her majestic fabrlck ! '— She*8 a 

temple 
Sacred by birth, and built by hands 

divine; 
Her son! tbe deity that lodges there: 
Nor is the pile unworthy of the god. 

Or, to describe her in a softer 
style with Rowe, 

The bloom of opening flowers , nnsnllyM 

beauty, 
Softness, and sweetest innocence she 

-wears, 
And looks Uke nature in the world's first 
' spring. 

Adieu.' varletaiour! — At six 
on Monoay evening I expect ye 
all .. 

LETTER LXIV. 
Miis Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

■ Snsday, April 80. 

Mr, Lovelace in Ms last letters 
having taken notice of the most 
material passages contained in 
tfiis letter^ tfte following' extracts 
from it are only inserted. 

She gives pretty near the same ac- 
count that he does of what passed 
between them on her resoliition\ 
to go to church ; and of his pro-- 
posal qf St, PavPs , and desire op 



attending her. She praises his 
good behaeiour there; as also the 
diseoiirso^ and the preacher: is 
pleased with its seasonabieness: 
gives partia/larS qf the conver- 
sation 'between them afterwards^ 
and commends the good obse^a* 
iions he made upon the sermon, 

. I AM willing, -saya she, to have 
hopes of him : but am so unable to 
know how to depend upon his se- 
riousness for an hour togetiier, 
that all mj favourable accounts of 
him in this respect must betakeo 
with allowance. 

Being very much pressed ^ I 
could not tell how to refuse duung 
with tiie widow and her nieces 
this day. I am belter pleased with 
thenu thani ever tlioughtl should 
be. I cannot help blaming myself 
for my readiness {to give severe 
censures, where reputation is con- 
cerned. People's waj^s, humonrs, 
constitutions, :educationS| and op- 
portunities allowed for, my d^ar, 
many persons, as far as 1 know, 
may appear blameless, whom 
others of different humours and 
educations are too apt to blame; 
and who,' from the same fiault, 
may be as ready to blame (hem, I 
will therefore make it a rule to 
myself for the future, never to 
jad^e peremptorily on first ap- 
pearances. But yet I must observe 
that these are not people I should 
choose to be intimate with, or 
whose ways I can like: although, 
for the stations they are in , thev 
may ffo-throu|»h the world with 
tbleraole credit. • 
Mr: Lovelaee^i behaviout -has 



.been, each , as makea me call this, 
t«o far as it is passed, &n agreeable 
L^ay. Vet, nhen easiest as to him, 
pmysituation with myfrieuia takes 
: place in jay thoaghts , and causes 
iftte manj- a tear. | 

f . 1 am the more pleased irith the 
people of the house, hecause of 
the persons of rank they are ac- 
ouainted with, and who visit 



ho 



lem. 



good deal of serious dis- 
irsQ together. The man has 
.-.illyjuat and good notions. Ila 
eoufesees how much be is pleased 
rith this day, and hopes for many 
faeh. Nerertheless, ho iogeuuoua- 

? warned me, that his unlucky 
»acity might return; but he 
lonbted not, that he should be 
IxCd at last by my example and 
ottversation. 

He has given me an entertaiu- 
p^ account of the four gentlemen 
IB 11 to meet (o-morrow.night: cn- 
nlatmno, Imean, for his humorous 
lesoription of their persona, man- 
r^^, &e. but such a description as 
I* for from being to their praise: 
•Kt he seemed rather to design to 
thrert my melancholy by it, than 
degrade them, I think at hot- 
mn. my dear, that he must be a 
DBtured man; but that he 
spoiled young for want of 
k or control. 
_ cannot but call this, my cir- 
MUnatancesconsidered, an happy 
daytotbe end of it. Indeed, my 
dear, I think I could prefer him to 
"" tbe men! ever knew, were he 
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but to be always what he has been 
this day. You see how ready I 
am to own all yon have charged 
me with , when I find myself out. 
Jt is a difiicult thing, I believe, 
sometimes, for a young creature 
that is abie to deliberate with her- 
self, to know when she loves, or 
when she bates: but 1 am re- 
solved, as much as possible, to be 
determined both iu my hatred and 
love by aciiajitr, as they make the 
man worthy or unworthy. 
Slw dalei ngaSn on Monday, and 
lieclarei kertelf higlily dUpleattd 
al Still Partington't bring iii- 
trodncvd tu hen and ttill more 
for being obliged to promiie (o 
be preiEiit at Mr. Lovelaee'i col- 
laliiin. Shefureteea, she sayi, a 
mil rdere il evening. 



lldiid>7 n<sbt, M^l. 

I HATB just escaped from the 
very disagreeable company! was 
obbged, ao much against &i^ will, 
to be in. As a very particular 
relation of this evenings conver- 
sation would be painful to me, 
you must content yourself with 
what you shall be able to collect 
from the outlines, as I may call 
them, of the charaelers of the per- 
sons; Resisted by the Httle his- 
tories Mr. Lovelace gave me of 
each yesterday. 



of the ccnilemen 



The I 
are Helton, Mowbray, 1' our vi lie, 
and Belford. These four, with 
Mrs. Sinclair, Miss Pattineton^ 
the gteaXtEMeaa-m.tia'Cvcm.^'sai'asS 
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last, Mr. Lovelace, and tuyself, 
made up the company. 

I gaTc you before, the favour- 
able aide of Miss Partington'e 
character, such as it was given me 
hy Mrs. Sinclair, and her niecca. 
I will DOW add a few words from 
my own observatioQ upon her be- 
hariour in iIiLi company. 

In beiier cotnpnny pcfhaps sbc 
would have appeared to leaa dis- 
advuitage: bul, notwithstanding 
heri'nn'i«n(in"fci,wbi(;hMr.Love- 
lacQalsohigblypraiBed, beisthe 
Ia»t person whose judgment I 
would take upon real modesty. 
For I observed, that, upon some 
talk from the gentlemen , not Iree 
enough to be openly censured, yet 
too indecent in itA implication to 
come from well-bred persons, in 
the company of virtuous people, 
thia young lady was very ready to 
apprehend; and yet, by smiles 
snd simperiu^s, to encourage, 
rather than discourage, the cul- 
pable freedoma of persona, who, 
m what tbey went out of their 
way to say, mnat either be guilty 
ofabaurdily, meaning ni:fli)7i^,- or 
meaning .!(! me f'tin^ of rudeness.* 

But indeed 1 have seen women, 
of whom I had a better opinion, 
than I can say I have of Mrs. Sin- 
clair, who have allowed jren//s!n en, 
and Iheinnelvea too, in greater 
liberties of this sort, than I have 
thought consiat^Qt with that 

Eurity of manners which ought to 
e the distinguishing chaiacteris- 



tic of onrsei: for whatare wo 
but the hjili/ and draii of Ihou, 
And ia not the miud of a pe: 
strongly indicated by its outn 



lo Iha Udf "I bODODr. 



do they appear to have: 

Ugltun has had an nnr 
aity education, and was deaig 
fortliegown; butthatnoCsuit 
with the gaiety of his temper,.! 
an uncle dying, who devised 
himagood estate, he quitted 
college, came up to town, i 
commenced fine gentleman, 
is said to be a man of aeose. - 
Mr. Belton dresses gaily, but nc 
quite foppishly: drinks bar 
kcepa all houra, and glories 
doing Eo: games, and has ba 
hurt oy that pernicious divend-' 
he is about thirty years of a 
his face is of a Sery ted, somew 



'gularitiea ttreaten a brief 

ition to the sensual drearo hi 

I ; for he has a short consumpj 

>ugh, which seems to denote L 

lungs; yet makes himself audi 

friends merry by his stupid «_ 

inconsiderate jests upon vei 

threatening symptoms ' * 

ight to make him more e 

Mr. Mownnjir baa been ^ 

traveller; speaks aa many h 

Sages as Mr. Jjovelace hi 
t not BO fluently: is of e 
family; seems to be about I 

three or thirty -four; tal. 

comely in hia personj: bold and. 
daring in his look: is a largf 



indl 

1 
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Tong man: has a great notice of himaelf, that the insiL^ 
lis forehead, nith a;deDt, tukcsup the leaatofhisallentioii. 
scull had heen beaten iu He diiuees finely, Mr. Lovelace 
nd a seamed scar in his aaya: is a muster of inuaio; and 
;ek. — He dreaacs like- siiigiog U one of Lia principal es- 
r gnilj: baa his aervunts celleiieiea. They prevailed upon 
ibout him, whom he is himtoaing; and he obliged them 
Uy calling ^upon, and both inltulinn and Frenehj and, 
an the most trifling mes- to do him justice, his songs mboth 
alf a deeen instances of weradeccut Theywere all highly 
i had in the little time delighted wil.h his performance; 
nong them; while tlieyibutTiiB greatest Hdinirers were, 
watch the turn of his Mrs. Sinclair, Mia s Partington, 
e, to be ready to rnn, |and/i;Viixtr//*. To ine he appeared 
ley have half bis mes-ilo have agreatdealof affectation. 
I ecrre him with tear and | Mr. TourviJle's conversation 
p. Yet to his equals the. and address arc inautl'erably full 
}a tolerable: he talksuoCof those really gross nfTronts upon 
mpuhiie entertainments. the unUersCandiug of our sex, 
"'" "; especially upon'wbich the moderns call cojiipU- 

"''"■" nie;i(s,andareintendedtopiwsfor 

so many instances of good breed- 
ing, thouch the most*hyperbolical, 
untiatural stuff that can be con- 
ceived, and which can only serve 
to shew theinsincerity of tbecom- 
^dimcnler, and the ridiculous light 
in which the cumpliinented appears 
in his eyes, if he supposes a ^oman 
capable of relishing the toa 
absurdities of his speeches. 

Ueatfectsto introduce inio ota 
common talk Itaiinn and French 
words ; and often answers an Eng- 
lish (lucstiou in French, whidi 
language he sro^lly prefers, to 
the barbarously hissing English, 
liut then he never fails to trauslato 
this his imUiiuii native tongue 
the words and tlie sentences he 
speaks in the other two — lest, 

__, . _. perhaps, it should be queationethl 

B, and the notice he be- whether he understands wJwt h-^^ 
every an^ by his own I says. 



oad : yet has a romanc- 
nd avers things strongly, 
im ouite imprubable. In- 
dmmi' nothing, butwh4t 
to believe; tor he jeats 
'ed things; and profesaes 
le olergjr of all religious. 

Sbaotionatof/ion^iir, a 
/ever outof his mouth 1 
[ to have no great regard 



a_»vii,LS occasiooaly told 
nit turned of thirty-one. 
> vf an ancient tainily ; 
B penon And manners, 
rhatl call the co-tcomh, 
of hii companions. He 
clilyj would be thought 
, the choice and fnahion 
ayreaxs: ycC, after all, 
sther tawdry than fine. 
by the care he takea of 
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Ue loves to tell stories : always to lead the other three as they 
calls them merry ^ fat^etinus^ good^ please. Bir. Belford, as the others, 
ox excellent^ before he begins, in dresses gaily; but has not those 
order to bespeak the attention of advantages of person, nor from his 
the hearers; but never gives him- dress, wnich Mr. Lovelace is too 
self concern in the progress or con- ' proud of. He has j however , the 
elusion of them, to make good appearance and air of a gentle- 
what he promises in his preface, man. He b well read in classical 
Indeed he seldom brings any of authors, and in the best £nglisl^ 
them to a conclusion; for if his poets and writers: and, by his 
company have patience to hear 'means, the conversation took now- 
him out, he breaks in upon himself! and-then a more agreeable turn; 
by so many parenthetical in- and I, who endeavoured to put the 
trusions, as one may call them, | best face I could upon my situa- 
and has so many incidents springs . tion, as I passed for Mrs. Lovelace 
ing in upon him, that he frequent- 1 with them, made shift to join in it, 
ly drops his own thread, and at such times, and received abr 
sometimes sitsdownsatisfield half [Undance of compliments from all 
way ; or, if at other times be would ' the company , on the observations 



resume it , he applies to his com- 
pany to help him in again , with a 
devil fetch Mm if he remembers 



1 made.* 

Mr. Belford seems good-natured 
and obliging; and, although very 



what he was driving at — but complaisant, not so fulsomely so 
enough , and to much of Mr. i as Mr. TourviUe; and has a polite 
Tourvilie. and easy manner of expressing bis 

Mr. Belfovd is the fourth gent- . sentiments on all occasions. He 
leman, and oneof whom Mr. Love- seems to delight in a logical way 
lace seems more fond than any of I of argumentation, as also does 
the rest; for he is a man of tried Mr. Belton. These two attacked 
bravery, it seems; and this pair of each other in this way; and both 
friends came acquainted upon oc-| looked at us women, as if to ob* 
casion of a quarrel (possibly about 'serve wheter we did not admire 
a woman) which brought on a' their learning, or, when they had 
challenge, and a meeting at Ken- 'said a smart thing, their with, 
sin^on Gravel-pits; which ended , But Mr. Belford had visibly the 
without unhappy consequences, | advantage of the other, having 
by the mediation of three gentle- 1 quicker parts , and by taking the 
men strangers, just as each had 'worst side of the argument, seemed 
made a pass at the other, to tJank he had. Upon the whole 

Mr. Belford , is seems , is about of his behaviour ana conversation, 
seven or eight-and-twenty . He is | he put me in mind of that character 
the yooneest of the five, except in Milton: 
Mr. Lovelace: and they are per- 
haps the wickedest ^ for they seem • See Letter oxxvl. above le&rred to. 
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""»»• nuptiaU; which he did wilh a 

" worse caution , not to insist too long on 

laKimii anitb 'the rigorous vow I had imposed 
iliougbmiuro ujion a man so uuivuraally ad- ■ 

y«i bo pleued I '' See him among twenty men," 

Isaid he, "all of distinction , and 

little BOGver niailerg in nobcily is regarded but Mr. Lovo- 



il maj be to our liking , 
pt, when hope is strong 
Ato permit it, toenduavour 
.e ^e best we can of the lot 
re drawn; and I could not 
lebserTe often , how much Mi 
«Iace excelled all his four 



dviracitj, he had no equal 



, indeed, be confessed, 

r that there is in hia whole deport- 

lent a natural dignity, nhicb 

t renders all insolent or imperative 

. demeanour as unnecessary as iu- 

r excusable. Then that deceiving 

1 sweetness which appears in hie 

:> smiles, in his accent , in his whole 

.- - .-- , , , . .1 aspect and address, when hethinks 

__ All die others gave up to lit worth his while to oblige or 

J, wkenhieiipsbegan to open. : endeavour to attract, how does 

Hhsught^ALowhray would call'this slicw, that he won /I'irn in- 

I. the prating Tourviile fofinocuiit.aa Imay say; thatfaewas 

Be, and vrould elbow tlie ' not niiiuralli/ the cruel, the hoister- 

.niluiasBeltou iuUt attention, ' ous, thoimpetuous creature ; which 

■Lovolacewasgoingtospeak.'the vficked copipanjhemayhave 

[twhen he bad spoken, the fallen into have made him! For 

.M>i l^hanning fellow! with a he liao, besides, an open, and, I 

Jiword of admiration or euvy,'Ihink, an honest countenance. 

utti from eveiT mouth. | Don't //I'u think so, my dear? On 

He has indeed ao many ad-, all these specious appearances, 

vantages io his person and man-lhare 1 founded my hopes of seeing 

uer.lhal what would he inexeus- him a reformed man. 

Hbt(> iu another, would, if one! Butitia amaningto me, I own, 

"iitched not over one's self, and that with so much of the gentle- 

ilid not endeavour to distinguish ' man, sucb a general knowledge of 

what is the essence of right and books and men, suchaskill in the 

"rang, look becoming in him. j li'arned as well as modem 

Mr. ilelford, to my no small languages, he can take bo much 

veistion and coufusion , with the j delight as he does in the company 

forwardness of a favoured and iu- of such persons as I have described, 

ited&iend, singled me out, on and insnhjecta of frothy imperti- 

i Ijovelace's being sent for.ueuce, unworthy of h;a talents, 

;o make me congratulatory and his natural and acquired ad- 

1 my supposed 'vantages. IcaathinkWi.t^^Tn^ 
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reason for it ^ and that mnst arg^ue and howmnch more eligible would 
a very low mind, his vanitt ; which she think death itself than such a 



makes him desirous of being con- 
sidered as the head of the people 
he consorts with. A man to love 
praise, yet to be content to draw 
it from such contaminated springs! 
One compliment passed from 
Mr. Belford to Mr. Lovelace, which 
hastened my quitting the shock- 
ingcompany . — ^* You are a happy 
man, Mr. Lovelace,*' said he, upon 
some fine speeches made mm by 
Mrs. Sinclair, and assented to by 
Miss Partington: *'you have so 
much courage and so much wit, 
that neither man nor woman can 
stand before you." 



discovered debasement. 

What I have thus in general 
touched upon, will account to Yoa, 
why I could not more particularly 
relatewhat passed in this evenins^s 
conversation: which, as may be 
gathered from what I have writ- 
ten, abounded with approbcUory 
accusations, and supposed witty 
retorts. 

LBTTBB LXYI. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 



I 



AM 



Monday midnight. 

very much vexed and 



Mr. Belford looked at me when ' disturbed at an odd incident Mrs. 



Sinclair has just now left me; I be- 
lieve in displeasure, on my declin- 
ing to comply with a request she 
made me: which was, to admit 
Miss Partington to a share in my 
bed; her house being crowded b^ 
her niece's guests , and bv theur 
attendants , as well as by those of 
Miss Partington. 

There mi^ht be nothing in it: 
and my demal carried a stiff ana 



he spoke: yes. my dear, he 
smilingly looked at me: and he 
looked upon his complimented 
friend: and ail their wsenting, and 
therefore affronting eyes, both 
men's and women's, were turned 
upon your Clarissa: at least, my 
self reproaching heart made me 
think so; for Uiat would hardly 
permit my eye to look up. 

Oh I my dear, were but a woman, 
who gives reason to the world to ill-natured appearance. But in- 
think her to be in love with a man, | stantly upon her making the re- 
[and this must believed to be my quest, it came into my thought, 
case : or to what can my suppos&d \ ^* that I was in a manner a stranger 
voluntary going off with Mr. Love- \ to every body in the house ; not so 
lace be imputed?] to reflect one | much as a servant I could call my 
moment on the exaltation she own ^ or of whom I had any great 
gives Aim, and the diserace she, opinion: that there were four men 
brings upon herself; the IQW pity, of free manners in the house, 
the silent contempt, the insolent avowed supporters of Mr. Love- 
sneers and whispers , to which she lace in matters of offence ; himself 
makes herself obnoxious from a a man of enterprise: all, as far as 
censuring world of both sexes: I knew, (and as I had reason to 
how would she d^juse. berselfl think by their noisy mirth after I 
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HBeft them) drinking deeply: th&t MiagPartiDgtonn'Onldnotputma 
^IiM ParUngtoQ henelf is not so to such an inconTemeoce. 
bashfiil a person as she was re-j She then withdrew: but re- 
pieoented to me to be: that "/"/i-^ turned; begged mj pardon for re- 
~ paiim were taken to give Die luming: but the poor child, aho 



a good opiTiion of ber: and that 
Mrs. Sinclair made a greater 
parade in prefacing the request, 
than Buoh a request needed. To 
deny.thought I, can only carry an 

Siearance of singularity to peo- 
wboahfadii thiuk ma siu^ar. 
.^O consent, may possibly, if not 
{ffobably, be attended with iucon- 
TOoiencea. 'I'he consequences uf 
4lie alternative bo very aispropor- 
tiODXie, I thought it more prudent 
toinoortfae censure, than to risk 
' tbeinconveQiCDcc." 

Itoldher, thati was wiitinga 
long letter: that 1 should choose 
to write till I were sleepy: and 
that A companion would be a re- 
■traintupOD me, audluponher. 
She was lotb, she said, that so 
delicate a young creature, andso 
great a fortune as Miss Farting- 
toa, should be put to lie with 
Siotcaa in a pressbed- She shoald 
be very sorry if abe had asked "" 



Mies Farting- 

tou bad never seen a young l^dr 
lie so much admired, and so much 
'ished to imitate, as me. The dear 



improper thing- 
been BO put to It 



She h 
before. And Mi! 



would stay up with her till 1 had 
done writing. 

Inarmed at this urgency , and it 
beiltg easier to pei'sist in a denial 
oRwn than to give it at fii'nl, I said, 
nia* Partiu{;tun should be wel- 
come to my whole bed , and I 

y WMild retire into the diniu 

-Uid there, locking myself i 
aU-the night 

The poor thing, she said, naa 
afrud to lie alone. To be sure' 



iShould she bring 
her tome? 

I was veiy busy, I said. The 
letter I was writing was upon s 
very important subject. I hoped 
to see the young lady in the morn- 
ing: when I would apologize to 
her for my particularity. And then 
Mrs. Sinclair hesitating and mo- 
ving towards the door though she 
turned round to me again), I de- 
sired ber (/i^iiin^Ai<i-) to taJcecare 
bow she went down. 

Prav, madam, said she, oi 

stairs-bead, don't give yourself all 
this trouble. God knows my heart, 
I meant no aSVont: but, since yoil 
seem to takeroy freedomamisa, I 
beg you will not acquaint Mr, 
Lovelace with itj for be perhaps 

.11 thiuk me bold and imper- 






Now, my dearj , . 

ticular incident: either as 1 have 
made it, or as it was designed? 
don't love to do an uncivil tbinK; 
and if nothing were meant-by tfia 
request, myrefusal deserves tc ' 
called uncivil. Then I have shews 
a suspicion of vile usage by it, 
which surely dare not be meant 
Ifjusl I ought to apprehend every 
thing, and flj ttft wraaft wbA-"™*., 
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man as I would an infection. If 
.not juKtj aid if I eaunot contnve 
to clear mTself of baving enter- 
tained su^ioionB'^ by Assigning 
some other plausible reason for 
mjr .denial, the vevy staying hti-e 
will have an appearance not •at all 
reputable to myself. 

I am now out of humour with 
him , with myself . with all the 
world, but you. His companious 
^tre shocking creatures. Why, 
again 1 repeat, should he have 
been desirous to bring me into 
Bath company? Once more, I like 
him not. Indeed I do not like 
him!. 

liETTSB Lxvn. 
■ Miss QlAxissa Barlowe to Miss Howe. 

Tuesflay, May 2. 

WrrH infinite tegret 1 am 
obliged to tell you, that I can 
write no longer to you , or receive 
letters from you. Your mother 
has sent me a letter inclosed in a 
cover to Mr. Lovelace, directed for 
him at Lord lil's, (and which was 
brought him just now) reproach- 
ing me on this subject in very 
angry terms, and forbidding me, 
*'as I would not be thought to in- 
tend to make her and you un- 
happy, to write to you without her 
leave." 

This , therefore , is the last you 
must receive from me till happier 
days: and as my prospects are 
not very bad , I presume we shall 
soon have leave to write again; 
and even to see each other ; since 
an alliance with a family so hon- 
ourable as Mr. Lovelace's lis , will 
not be a disgrace^ 



She is pleased to write, "tha 
if I would wifch to inflame- you , ' 
should let you know her writtei 
' prohibition : but if otherwise, fine 
some wky of my own aceord (witb 
out bringing her into the question^ 
to decline a correspondence, whicli 
I must know she has for some time 
past forbidden.** But all I cao 
say is, to beff of jonnot to be in- 
flamed; — to beg of you not to let 
her know, or even by your behavi- 
our to her on this occasion, gue.% 
that I have acquainted you with 
my reason for declining to write to 
you. For how else, after the 
scruples I have heretofore made 
on this very subject, yet proceed- 
ing to correspond, oan I honestly 
satisfy you about my motives for 
this sudden stop? So , my dear, I 
choose, you see, rather to rely 
upon your discretion, than to 
feign reasons with which yon 
would not be satisfied, but, with 
your usual active penetration, sift 
to the bottom , and at last find me 
to be a mean and low qpalifier^ 
and that with an implication in- 
jurious to you, that I supposed 
you had not prudence enough to 
DC trusted with the naked truth. 

1 repeat that my prospects are 
not bad. **The house, I presume, 
will soon be taken. The peopte 
here are very respectful , notwith- 
standing my nicety about Miss 
Partington. Miss Martin, who is 
near marriage with an eminent 
triadesman in the Strand, just how 
in a very respectful manner, adced 
my opinion of some patterns of 
rich silks for the occasion. TIm 
widow has a lets forbiddipgap- 
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Deantnce than at first Mr. Love- T^^^ I ^^ come into if it: will 
lace, on my declared dislike of his make you easy — I will forf^ear to 
four friends^ has assured me, that write to you for a few. days, li 
neither they nor any bod^ else nothing extraordinary happeii| 
shall be introduced to me without and till the rigour of herprooibi- 
my leave. tion is abated. 3ut be assured^ 

These circumstances I mention that I will not dispense with your 
(as you will suppose) that your writing to iti^. My heart, my con- 
Kind heart may be at ease about science, my honour will hot peiv' 
me; that you may be induced by mit it. 

them to acquiesce with your But how will I help myself? — 
mother's commands, (cheerfully Ho^ir I — easily enough. For I dp 
acquiesce) and that for 777^ sake, assure you, that I want but very 
lest 1 should be thought an in- little further provocation to fly 
fiamerf who am, with very con- privateljr to London. And if I 
trary intentions, my dearest and do, I will not leave you till I see 
best-beloved friend , you either honourably married, or 

Your ever obliged and affcc- absolutely quit of the wretch: and 

tionate, in this last case, I will take you 

Cl. PIarlowe, , down with me, in defliance of the 

: whole world; or, if you refuse to 
LETTER LXvm. 'go with me, stay with you, and 

Miig Bowe to Miss Clarissa Harlowe. accompany yoU as yOUr shadoW 

Wcdn., May a. whithersoever you go. \ , 

I AM astonished that my mother Don't be frighted at this deplar 
should take such a step -r- purely ration. There is but one conside- 
toe]^rcise an unreasonable act of ration, and but one hope, that 
aathority ; and to oblige the most withhold me, watched as I am, ua 
ra&orsefess hearts in the world, all my retirements; obli^d to 
If I find that I can be of use to you read to her without a voice: to 
either by advice or information, work in her presence witnout 
^ you think I will not give it! — finders; and to lie with her every 
Were it to any person, much lenn nignt against my will. The con- 
d^to me than you are, do you sideratiun is, lest you should ap- 
. think, in such a case, I would for- prebend that a step of this nature 
bear giving it? j would Ipok like a doubling of your 

Mr. Hickman, who pretends to fault , in the eyes of such as think 
a little casuistry;, in such nice your going away a fault The 
matters, is of opinion, that I ^oj>e is, that things will still end 
oiight not to decline a correspond- happily, and that some people 
, face thus circumstanced. And it will have reioson to take shame to 
; 18 well he is ; for my mother having themselves for the sorry pait they 
set me up , I must have somebody have acted. Nevertheless I am. 
to qwuaei with. often baUn^^ — \yQX» i^^^^ "^^^ 
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Bolving to ^ve up the correspond- 1 If any thing happen to ddaj 
ence at this crisis, will turn the your nuptials, I would advise yon 
scale. Write , therefore , or take ' to remove : hut if you many , pe^ 
the consequence, {haps you may think it no gr^t 

A few words upon the subject of j matter to stay where yon are, tiD 
your last letters — I know not, you take possession of yonr own 
whether your brother*s wise pro- j estate. The knot once tied, and 
ject be given up or not. A dead with so resolute a man, it is inf 
silence reigns in your family, opinion, your relations will soob 
Your brother was absent three resign what they cannot legal^ 
days: then &t home one; and is j hold: and, were even a litigatioa 
now absent: but whether with to follow, you will not be alue^ nor 
Singleton or not, I cannot find ought you to be willing, to help it: 
out. -for your estate will then be his 

By your account of your right ; and it will be uniust to wiih 
wretches companions, I see not 'it to be withheld from bim. 
butthey are a set of m/e/-na/.f, and I One thing 1 would advise |yoB 
he the Beelzebub, What could he to think of: and that is, of proper 
mean, as you say, by his earnest- 'settlements: it will be tothecredit 
ness to bring you into such com-.ofyourprudenceandof hisjnstiee 
pany, and to give you such an op- i (and the more as matters stand) 
portunity to make him and them j that something of this should 1N 
faceting glasses to one another? .done before you marr^. Bad ti 
The man*s a fool , to be sure , my > he is, nobody accounts him asoidid 
dear — a silli/ fellow, at least — jman. And 1 wonder he has hitherto 
the wretches must put on the best been silent on that subject 
before you, no doubt, — lords of 



the creation! — Noble fellows 
these! — Yiet who knows how 
many poor despicable souls of our 
sex the worst of them has had to 
whine after him! 

You have brought an incon- 
venience upon yourself, as you 
observe , by your refusal of Miss 



I am not displeased with hb 
proposal about the widow lad/i 
house. I think it will do voy 
well. But if it mustbc three weeki 
before you can be certahi abont 
it, surely you need not put off hii 
day for that space: and he may 
bespeak his equipages. Surprising 
to me as well as to you , that M 



Partington for your . bed-fellow, could be so acquiescent. 
Pity you had not admitted her! | I repeat — continue to write to 
Watchful as ^(>ti are, what cou/c/ me. I insist upon it; and ti 
have happened? If violence were minutely as possiole: or. take the 
intended, he would not stay for consequence. I |send this by t 
the niaht. You might have sat up ' particular hand. ^ I am , and eftf m^ 
M^er her, ornot gone to bed, Mrs. 'will be, gz 

Sinelair pressed it too hx. You* xo^ most afifectiomita fci 

^Bre ov&r BcmpvdovLB. ^ -Kaoj^ttiMn^" Im 
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lEoo every oilier lengagi 

I Busperied every wish, II 
every other fear, to lake' 
pen, to begoffou, thnti 

II not tliink of being f/ui7(j 
h an act of love as I can 
Ihankyoiifor; but must for 
pgret. If I inufi oonlinue 
te to you , I must. I kuow 
Irell . your impatience of j 

B\, yfyea you have the least 
ifttion that your generosity 
eudsbip w: likdy to be 
led by it, i, 

dearest, dearest creature, 

you iecur'a. maternal, as 
J a paternal, malediction? 
d not Ibe world lliink there 
ainf^ioninmy fault, if it 
to be followed by Miss 
S There Are aome puiiits eo 
otly wrong, that tncy will 
ttrto be argued upon. Thia 

of them. 1 need iwl give 
■a against such a rashness. 
m forbid that it should, be 
I that you had it but once in 

tko'iffhl, be your motivt'H 
K) Doble and generous, to 
- BO bad an example ;. the I 
r,aB that you nould, in such! 
e, want the extenuations | 
night be pleaded in my I 
r; and particularly that one 
ling lUTfirifed into the un- 
(-stpp. _ I 

e restraint your inolhorlays 
under would not have ap-| 



account. Would you have once 
thought it a hardship to be ad- 
mitted a part of her bed? — How 
did I use to be delighted with such 
a favour from mi/ niotherl How 
did I love lo work in her presencel 
So did you in the presence of 
irs once. And to read to ber in 
winter evenings I know was one 
of your joysi. — Do not give me 
cause to reproach wyaetfoa the 
reason Ihnt may be assigned for 
Ihe^changc in ^ou. 

Learn , my dear, I heaeech yon 
learn , to subdue jour own pas- 
sions. Be the motives what they 
will, excess is excess. Those pas- 
sions in our sex, which we take 
no pains to subdue, may have one 
and the same sonrce with those 
infinitelv blackerpaaaions, which 
we usca so often to condemn in 
the violent and headstroneof the 
oilier sex, and whieh may ne only 
heightened in them by ciufom, 
and their fife education. Let ns 
both, my dear, ponder well this 
thought; look into ourselves, and 

If I write, as I find I must, I 
insist upon your forbearing to 
write. Tour silence to ihk Siall 
he the sign to me, that you will 
not thinfc of the rashness you 
threaten me with; and that yoo 
will obey your mother as to your 
mon part of the con'eBpondenco, 
however: especially, as you can 
and advise me in everr 



weighty case by Mr. Uiekmans 

, My trenibWngwTvtms^'^**^ 
you, lay deai,init*^^'*^^*^^**"^'^**' 



3S0 TRB HSSTOBY iJfP 

what a trembling heart yoa haTe. consideriition ^dth her.^ I ha?e 
given to j great temptations on this occasion 



Your ever obli^d, 
Or, ifvou take so rash a step, 
Your for ever disobliged, 



to express my own resentments 
upon yoar present state; but not 
being fully apprized of what thai 



Clabissa Uablowe. is — only conjecturing from the 

»*« »i^«i.^<. «r^«« v.^»»i>* ♦/* ^- i disturbance upon the mind of the 
My clothes ^^^^ J)roi^ght tome^ ^^ V ^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

^""^i^^^l^^^JJir^^^^ n^ost sincere of friends t6 

^e trunks. Whj why, mv J^P^^^^ ^^oTeTve^','fS' to'ent 
dear, will you friffht me with S^^^^^^^^^^ j ^ 

^Zi*^!l''!^''iL,^^^^ «'^^«» mybekandfaitt 

a heirwheSt^st^l^ ««r^i^^«^ and wish yon a 

A servant of Mr. Lovelace : ^^^^^ft^-Jj^F^^^^ 

carries this to Mr. Hickman' v5!fl^fhKj^^^^ 

r^ j:«««*«u -«!,.,» T^4.«u»4. Your faithful and most ODeaiart 



for dispatch sake. Let that 
worthy man's pen relieve m^ 
heart from this new uneasi- 
ness. 



servant, 

Ch. HiCKXAir. 



LETTEB LXXI. 
lit. LoTelace to John Belford, Esq. 

tfr. mckm^in ♦« "»*«— r!i«»i«Ba TT«riAWii Tuesday, May % 
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to Miss Clarissa Harlowe^ < ^ _ ^, * *'^"%'."r^ "„ 

.« . ^. , . . . , J. I Mercury-, as the fabulist tdu 

[Sent to muon^s by a parUculav hand,\ I ^^ ^ j^^^j^g ^he curiosity to know 

MADAM, Friday, May 5^ ! the estimation he stood in among 

I HAVE the honour of dear | mortals , descended in disguis^ 
Miss Howe's commands, to ac- and in a statuary 'sshopcheapened 
quaint you, without knowing the a Jupiter, then a Juno, then one 
occasion, that .she is eices- 'then another, of the AY f»q;ore#; 
isively concerned for the concern ' and at last asked , what price that 
she has given you in her last same statue of A/^rctir^ oore? 
letter: ana that, if you will but ; sir, says the artist, buy one of the * 
Write to her, under cover as be- others, and Til throw you in that 
fb^e, she will have no thoughts for nothing, 
of what you are so Very apprehen- \ How slieepish must the god of 
sive about. -^ Yet ^he bid me thieves look upon thisrebuff to his 
writ^ , " That if she has but the " vanity I 

Zecur imagination that she cauj So thou! a thousand -pounds 
serve you, and save vou,'* those are ' wouldst thou give for the good 
K^ words, ''nil the censure!! of, opinion of this single' lad j — to 
lp# 'World vnil be bat of second bef only thought tolerable, and 



^nW Djait. 
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lay ofherconver-. 

.._ juaitfl tliec happy 

( pturting last uight, or 
^U morniQg, thou maclest 
niseafew lilies to Kiigware, 
|lee knan what she Lliinkii 
.andof tb; brethren, 
fyWTMd poimih. Jack , if all 
^jqi] must heartilji iliien ulte 
ft alt —- lliee ifs much as any 

sorry for it too , as to thy 
brtno reasons — 'me, that 
Ithe mo tir« for thy curiosity 
rorfonaciouRDeea : whereas 
i^tha.arch thief was vaaity, 
ible vaqity: and he ■max 
^e justly sent away with a 
ipon biR cheeks. 10 heaven, 
fid not brag — the.o/*ei-, 
jam airaid, it ahe dislikes 
le dislikes me: for aie we 
jscfafeathei-'i'. 
tat never talk of refornia- 
|he told me, having wlch 
jionB, and taking suohde- 
|)| geemed to.takerib their 
pODversatioa. 
'D nuire than you. Jack, 
ed she could posaibly likE 
iji then, as viy friends. ] 
± a person of her education 
^ave been more spacing of 

p'tkoow how it is, Bel 
nt women think themselrei 
I to take any freedoms 
B, while we are impolite, 
h,. and I can't tell what, i" 
rt tell a pack of cursed liei 
sJcB black white, in their 
):— .teaching ua to " 
'M.stiginatiBing U: 



retscgina 
bcweivi 



P 



I defended ye all as well 
could; butyouknow there was no 
a tteiDp ting aught but 'a paUiatiTfl 
defenee, to one of her principles. 

I will summarily give thee a few 
of my pleas. 

''To the purf. every little devia- 
tion sopoiea offensive: yet 1 saw 
not, that there was any thing 
imisa the whole evening, either 
lu the words or behaviour of any 
of my friends. Some people could 
talk hut upon "iieor (wo subjects: 
' e upon evenj nae: no wonder, 

erefore, ikeu talked to what they 

iderstood best; and to mere 
objeots of sense. Had she hO' 
neured us with' more of Ser con- 
, she would have beea 

leas disgusted with nars; for she 
saw how esKij one was prepared 
to admire her, whenever she 
opened her lips. You in parti- 
cular, had said', when she retired, 
that virtue itself spoke when she 
spoke: but that you bad such an 
awe upon you, after she had 
favoured us with an observation 
or two on a subject started, that 
you should over be afraid in her 
comptLny, to be found vinsi ex- 
cept louable, whsn you intended 
to DC Uwft so." 

Plainly, she said, she neither 
liked my companions, nor the 
houae she was in. . 

Hiked not the house any more 
thanahe: though the people were 
very obliginK, and slic had owned 
they were leas eioeptionable to 
herself, than at first i and were we 
not about another of our own? 

She didnotlikeMissFshitAu^JK^ 
—let her £ortaJl6\lB■^^^lB.Vl^.■^^^w^ 



I 
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and Ehe had beard a great deal 
aeid.of her fortune; she should 
Dfll choose an intimaey with her.j 
She'thought it was a hardship toj 
be put upon such a, diffieuUj aa, 
BJbe was put upon the preceding 
night, when there were lodgera in 
tfa0 front-house, whom they bad 
reason to be freer with, than, upon 
BO short an acquaintance, with 

I pretended to be an ntter 
Btranger as to this- pnrtlcalar; 
and, when she explained herself 
upon it, condemned Mrs. Sinclair's 
reqiieBt, and called it a confident 

Sbear(/;i% made lighter of her 
denial of the giri for a bedfellow, 
than she ihuughi of it, Icouldsee 
that; for it was plun, she sup- 
posed there was room for me to 
think she had been either over 

loffercd to resentMrs. Sinclair's 
freedom. 

No; there was no great matter 
in it. It was best to let it pass. It 
might be thought more particular 
in her to deny such a request, thnn 
in Mrs. Sinoftur to make it, or in 
Miss Partington to expect it to be 
complied with. But as the people 
below had a large acquaintance, 
she did not know how often she 
might have her retiremeiiis in- 
vaded, if she gave way. And in- 
deed, there were levities in the 
behaviour of tliat young lady, I 
whichshecouidnot BofarpaBBOTerl 
aa to wish an intimacy with ber, 

I smd, Hiked Miss Partington asj 
htOe oMsheconld. MissPartington 
^vt a MiUjr yoang creature; who' 



seemed too likely to justify t&H^ 
walchfulnesa of her ^ardiani 
over Ler. — But, nevertheleas, aa 
to her general conversation and 
behaviour Inst night, I must own, 
that I thought the girl (for giil ehe 
was, as to discretion) not excep- 
tionable ; only carrying herself 
like a free good-nature a creature 
who believed herself secure in the 
honour of her company. 

It was very well said of mo, she 
replied: but, if that young lady 
were so well satiafied wifli her 
company, she must needs eay, 
that I was very kind to suppose 
her Bueh Aninnnceni — for her own 

Eirt, she had seen nothing of the 
ondon world: but thoogbt, she 
must tell me plainly, that she 
never was in such company in her 
life; nor ever again wished to be 

There, BetfordI — Worfe off than 
Mercunjl — Arlthoa not! 

I was nettled. Hard would be 
the lot of mnre discreet women, as 
far as I knew, than Miss Par- 
linglon, were they to be judged 
by 90 rigid a virtue as hers. 

Not so, she said: but if I really 
saw nothing exceptionable to a 
virtuous mind, in that young pr" 
son's behaviour, my fge-— >-— 
heller behaviour was, 
needs tell me, as pitiable Bak 
and it were to be wished, I' 
minds m paired, for their t 
sakes, should never be separate 

^ee, Jack, lehat J get bg ^ 

I thanked her heartily. 
said, that I must take the libe 
to o\>aeTve ttuA gaoi fo^ » 



nerall; so uncliBritable, that, 
tnl take me, ifl would chooEe to 
ftgood, were the consequence lo 

Klhstl must think harUI; of the 
lie world besides, 
flbe congratulated ma upon my 
laritv; but told mc, that to cn- 
rg«her nwn, she hoped it would 
it be expected of her to approve 
'l&s low cimipan'i I had brought 
KiBto but night. 
TPo exception for thee, Bdford! 
fSlbOiff Ihtutand pouiiiix, 
-aa,W not, I said, begging her 
in, that ahe liked on^ I/imIi/. 
I dealing for plain dealing, 
' - Whi/lkendidshe ' 
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-How. 



, letn 



I but 



n and what she did 
j not tike: and, if possible, 1 
aid like and dieiike the verf 
le persons and things, 
Bfaa bid me then in a pet, iKslike 

Vvrned tevere I — IJnsa she Ih'nt 
mUl Kol pafi (or it one ilaj/ or 
nighlT — vlti'J if one, many; 
(Cimycom/'orf, 

" WM in Buch a train of heuig 
^y, 1 saiid, before mj" eameat- 
m to procDre her to favour my 
tads with ber company, that l! 
.bed the devil had had, aswelli 
jiEriende as Mias Partington — 
dyetlmutat say, tbatlsawnot 
W good people could answer 
Jf tneir end, which is to reform 
e wicked by precept as well lis 
unple, were they lo accompany 
ly with the good. j 

'ihad like to have been blasted! 
'two ortbreeflaahes of lightning' 
nhra iadignaut eyes; and she 



tamed soornfiilly from me, and 
retired to her own apartment, 
Ouce mare Jack, safe, _ as (hou 
est, it Ihy ihiwanil pounds. 
She says I am not a polite man; 
but is she, in the instance before 
I, more polite for a woman? 
And now dost thou not think, 
Ibat I owe my charmer soma re- 
venge for her enielly in obliging 
such a fine young creature, and so 
vast a fortune, as Miss Partington, 
to crowd into a press-bed with 
Dorcas, the maid-servant of the 
proud refuser? — Miss Partington 
too (with tears) declBringbj' Mrs. 
Sinclair, that would Mrs. Lovelace 
do her the honour of a visit at 
Bamet, the best bed and bestroom 
her guardian's bouEe, should be 
at her service. Thinkestthouthat 



she apprehended that the sup- 
posed husbatul would endeavonr to 
take poBsession of ii's ownT — And 
that Miss Partington would be 
willing to contribute to such a 
piece of justice? 

Thus, then, thou both remindest, 
and dcfiest me, charmer! — And 
since thou reheat more on thy own 

Erecaution than upon my honoui*, 
e it unto thee, fair one, as thou 
apprehendest! 

And now. Jack, let me know, 
what thy opinion, and the opi- 
nions of thy brother varlets, aie 
of my Gloriana. 

I have just now heard, that 
Hanutih hopes to be soon well 
. enough to attend her young lady, 
I when in London. It seems the girl 
has had no ghjsvi^YUv, \.'a£i&ViR»&' 
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her one, out; of })ure love fiPnd, and finding her prohibition inef- 
respect to her inistress. ' Who' factual with her perverse (fatf^^^er, 
knows but medicih^ itiay weaken was it not reasonable to isuppose 
nature, ahd\s<r^^/^Sen the diseased she would try what effect it would 
— As her malady is hot a /<?i'er, have upon herGfaM5r^/er*«//-iend? — 
very likely it may do S6. — But And now, I believe, the. end will 
perhaps tne wench's hopes are too be eflfectusflly answered ; for my 
forward. Blusterinfj weather in this beloved, 1 dare, Say, will make a 
month yet — And that is bad for point of conscience of it 
rheumatic complaints. I hate cruelty, especially in 

women: and should . nave ' been 
LETTSR LXXCT. more concerned for this instance 

Mr. I^oveVice to JoHa Belfprd, Bf q. ^^ j* in Mrs. Howe, had I not had 

a stronger mstance of the same in 
Tuesday, May 2. my beloved to Miss Partington; 

Just as I had sealed up the in-' for how did she know, since she 
closed, comes a letter to my be- w^as so much afraid for herself^ 
loved, in a cover to me, directed to whom Dorcas might let in to that 
LordM.'s. From whom, thinkest innocent and less watchful yonng 
thou? — From MrsL Howe I — lady? But nevertheless 1 must 

And what the 'contents? needs own, that I am not vciy 

How should I know unless the sorry for this prohibition, let it 
dear creature had communicated on/Tma/Z^ come from the ^arZotc^e^ 
themtbifie? But a very ciniel let- or from whom it will; because I 
ter I believe it is, by the effect it had make no doubt, that it is owing to 
upon her, 'The teal's ran down her Miss Howe, > in a great measure, 
cheeks' as she re^d it; and her that my beloved is so much upon 
colour changed several titbes. No her guard, and thinks so hardly of 
end of her persecutions, 1 tliink 1 me. And who can tell, a.« ffiaractqrs 



iven up \ responaence r i say, inererore , x 

MissHowe^s correspondence, no am not soriy for it. Now will she 
doubt. not have any body to compare 

But should she 'foe so much notes with r any body to alarm ner: 
grieved at this? .This correspond- and I ijaay be saved ti^e guilt, and 
ence was prohibited befpre, and disobljgation of inspecting into a 
that, to the daughter ^ in the correspondence that has long muade 
strongest terms: but yet carried me uneasy. 
oti hjboth; although a brace of Hoy7 eveiy thing wor)^ for me! 
impeccahlesy an*t please ye. Could -s^Why. will this charming creature, 
thej expect that a mother would make such cpntriPQnce8.ne<iGawyM 
not yiboiciftte her authority? — as will increase my trouble, anq 
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lit too, aa some mil account, the specious Pailiogton for a bed- 
itwhy, rather, I fllioiild ask, fellow. 
Will she fight agaiiut her stars? I have done nothing but talk of 

"--■- 'iy ever since I b«w her. 
8 aomethiiig .w awful, and 
tjoeel, in lier aspect, that 
.0 have tho Virtoes and the 
Graces all drairn in one piece, 
■ Eacdwire, TuetdayiUBbt. M»y». itlicy should be taken, every one 
Without staying for thejpro-'of them, from different aira and 
inSMd letter from yoii to inform us attitudes in her. She was horn to 
what the lady Bays of u«, f write to adorn the age she was given to. 
tpll jfou, that we are all of one and would be an ornamentto the 
ftpinion with regard to her; which firat dignity. What a piercing, 
B, that thei-o is not of her age, a yet gentle eye; erery glance, I 
Iner woman in the world, as to thought, mingled with love and 
ikei undei-standing. As for her fear of you! What a sweet amile 
Ipenon, sheisat tbeageof blootn, diirtiiig through the cloud that 
■ndarn admirable creatnre; ajjer- overspread her fair face, demon- 
etbeanty; but thispiiore)* praise, strating that ahe had more appre- 
— A, who has been honoured honsioiis and grief at her neart 
her conversation, can hardly than she cared to eiprefisl 

.ogive; and jet she waa You maythiiikwhat lam going 

^ amongst ob contrary to to write too flighty; but, hymy 

Kvwill. faith, 1 have conceived such a 
" Ferailt me, dear Lovelace, to be profound reverenue for her sensa 
'■ means of saving this ei^ccllent and judgmeut, that far from 
creature from the dangnra she thinking the tnan excusable who 
lonrlyrunsfronithemost plotting should treat her basely, I am 
ueut in the world. In a former, ready to regret that such an angel 
'pleaded yonr own family. Lord of a woman should eVen marry. 
■ ■wjshea particularly 1 and then She is in my eye all mind: and 
UMl not seen her: botnowljoin were she to meet with a man all 
»Bake, fcmotir'jt sake, motives of mind likewiao, why ahoald the 
UtiG^ generosity, gratitude, and charming qttalities ahe ia mistreaa 
nani^iWhich are all concerned of, be endangered? Why should 
the preservation of so Une a such anangelbeplangedsolowas 
mtati. Thou hnowest not the an- into the vulgar offices of, domestifl 
,^.Mh, Ishould have had (wlience life? Were she mine, I should 
iriang, I oannot devleo) had 1 not liardly wish to ace her a mother, 
kBVWii befurcl set out this mom- unless there were akind of moral' 
Ing.tbat the incomparable creature certainty, that minds like hers' 
liaa disappbiuted thee in thy could be propagated, for why,. 
J ,[g^ pf getting to admit in short, ah(«i\4 wA ft*'"'"^™-. 
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bodies be left to mere bodies? I' And wonldst tbODmakeAtfriiii- 
know, tbat yon yourself bave an bappy for a whole life, and thyself 
opinion of her little less exalted, not nappy for a single moment? 
Belton, Mowbray, Tpurville, are, Hitherto, it is not too late; and 
all of my mind; are full of her that perhaps is as much as can be 
praises; and swear it would be a said, if thou meanest to preserve 
million of pities to ruin a woman, ' her esteem and good opinion, as 
in whose fall, none but devils can well as person; for I think it is 
rejoice. | impossible she can get out of thy 

what must that merit and ex- bauds now she is in this cuised 
cellence be, which can extort this house. that damned hvpocriti- 
from us^ free livers like yourself, cal Sinclair ^ as thou callc»t herl 
and all of us your partial friends, How was it possible she should 
who have joined with you in your behave so speciously as she did 
j,U6t resentments against the rest all the time the lady staid with 
of her family, and offered our as- us! — Be honest and marry; and 
sistanceto execute your vengeance be thankful that she will can- 
on them? But we cannot think it descend to have thee. If tboa 
reasonable, that you should punish dost not, thou wilt be the wofst 
an innocent creature., who loves of men; and wilt be condemiMd 
you so well, and who is in your in this world and the next: as I 
protection, and has suffered so am sure thou oughtest, and 
much for you, for the faults of her shouldest too, wert thou to be 
relations. judged by one, who never befon 

And here let me put a serious was so much touched in awomaa'a 
question or two. Thinkest thou, favour, and whom thou knowwt 
truly admirable as this lady is, to be 
that the end thou proposest to Thy partial friend, 

thyself, if obtained, is answerable' J,Bsi.foko. 

to the means, to the trouble thou' 

fivest th;^8ejf, and to the per- 1 Our companions consented, tbat 
dies^ tricks, stratagems, and I should withdraw to writ* to 
oontnvances thou hast already the above effect Thej 
been euilty of, and:$till nnedir make nothing of the chi 
^tatest? In every rea}. excellence ters we write in; so I 
'she surpasses all her sex. But in this to them. They apprm 
the article thou seekest Ui subdue . of it ; and of their own motiom 
her for, a mere sensualist,, a Part- ; each man would set his 
ington, a Horton, a ^artin, would , tQ it. I would not delay 
make a sensualist a thousand. ing it. for fear. of some 
timcis happief than she either will testable scheme taking p~ 
oilcan. , , . j Tboiias BsLTOHy 

tt Mre ibe Jaye mt come with ^\ Ricbard MowapAT, 




r are brought me both may be yielding in reshlanee. But 

1 vary act my opi-ithefirst conflict over, whether the 

r forbear my earnest ifollowJDg may not be weaker and 

'*"'""" weaker, till willingiieas ensue , is 

the point to be tried. I irill iilu- 

Blrate wliat 1 have said by the 

simile of a bird new caught. We 

begin, when boya, with birds; 

and when grown up, go on to 

women; anil both perhapa, in 

tarn, experience oar eporlive 

Haat thou not observed the 

charming gradHtiona by which 

tlie ensnared volatile baa been 

brought to bear with its new con- 

ditionV How, atfirit, refusing all 

sustenance, it beats and bruises 

itself agaiuat its wires, till it 

makes its gay plumage fly about 

and overspread its well secared 

cage. Now it gets out its head: 

sticking only at ila beautifal 

shoulders: then, with difficulty, 

Most of thy reflections., parti- drawing back its bead, it gasps 

aolarly that which respects the for breath, and erectly perohed, 

difference as to the joys to bejwith medicating eyes, first aur- 

Elren by the virtuous and ihetveys, and then attempts, its 
bertioe of her aei , are fitter to wired canopy. As it geta breath, 
ith renewed rage, it beats and 



Wbe« I have already taken 
lins to acquaint thee in full with 
mgnrd tomy views, designs, and 
ifcMolutions with regard to this ad- 
cmirable woman, it is very extra- 
ordinary, that thou should est 
•^npoui as thou dost in her behalf, 
- 'lien I have made no trial, no 
ttempt; and yet givest it as thy 
pinion in a former letter, that 
arsntage may be taken of the 
ituation she ia in ; and that she 



after reflections , than 
>^t ontfiedmcies. 

with Ihee, and with the 
^Mei, ihat aiceel are Ike juye thai 
iomemthmllinipiesS'~ hat is it to 
«pect«d , that a tcmian ofedii- 
-i, and a hvtr of forms , will 
before aha ia attacked? And 
much as summoned this 
to HUTeuder? I doubt not but 1 
thall tneet with difficulty, I must 
therefore make my first effort by 
Muprlae. There may possibly be 



nai 



again its pretty head and 
sides, biles the wires, and pecks 
at the fingers of its delighted 
tamer. I'ill at last, finding iti 
eflbrts iuefTectual, quiie ttreaand 
breatliless, it lays itself down, EUi4 
pauta at the bottom of the cage, 
seeming to bemoan its cruel fate 
and fori'eited liberty. And after a 
few days, its struggles to esuaps 
still dimLnisbing as it finds '■ '- 
" " purpose to a,U.ftiK^\. \\ ' ' 



BOmeB™*% necessary; bnt iherej habitation \iecowiea ia.ivSi\«s\'«* 
he coaiatl m struggle; there it Uop»a\M>uViiwiiB««^^'^^"' 
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resumes its wonted cheerfalness, tor! -7- into, How could yoa, 
and every day sings a song to dearest! She will draw you to 
amus)9 itself , and reward its her, instead of pushing you ftrom 
keeper. her: no longer, with unsheathed 

Now, let me tell thee, that I elaws, will she resist you; bat, 
have known a bird actually starve like a pretty, playful, wanton 
itself, and die with grief, at its kitten, with gentle paws, and 
being caught and ttaged. But concealed talons,. tap your cheek, 
never did I meet with a woman, and with intermingled smiles, and 
who was so silly. — "Yet have 1 1 tears, and caresses, implore your 
heard the dear souls most vehe- j consideration for her, and your 
mently threaten their own lives on j constancy: all the favour she then 
such an occasion. But it is saying has to ask of you! — And this. is 
nothing in a woman*s favour, if the time, were it given to man to 
we do not allow her to have more confine himself to one object, to 
sfffise than a birfL And yet we must be happier .every day than an^ 
all own , that it is more difficult to I other, 
catch a bird than a lady. \ Now, Belford , were I to go uo 

Toyursue the comparison — if j further thanl b&ve gone with my 
the disappointment of the capti^ ! beloved MissHarlowe, how shall 
vated lady be very great, she will . I know the difference between her 
threaten, indeed, as I said: she and anotfier bird? To let her fly 
will even refuse her sustenance j now what a pretty jest would that 
for some time, especially if you j be! — How do I know, .except I 
intreat her much, and she thinks. try, whether she may not _be 
she gives you concern by her re- 1 brought to sing me a fine soiiff. 
fusal. But then the stomach of and to be as well contented asl 
the dear sullen one will soon re- 1 have brought other birds to be, 
turn. 'Tis pretty to see how she ! and very shy ones too? 



comes to by degrees': pressed by 
appetite, she wul first steal, per- 
haps, a wecpitig morsel by her- 
self; then be brought to piddle 
and sigh, and sigh and piddle, 
before you: now and then, if her 
viands be unsavoury, swallowing 
with them a relishing tear or two : 
then she comes to eat and drink, 
to oblige you: then resolves to 
live for your sake: her exclama- 
tions will , in the next place , be 
turned into blandishments; her 
Tehement upbraidings into gentle 
murmuring^ How dard you, trai* 



But now let us reflect a little 
upon the confounded partiality of 
us human creatui^es. I can five 
two or three familiar, and if Siey 
were not familiar, they would be 
shocking y instances of tbe cruelty 
both of men and women, with re- 
spect to other creatures, perhaps 
as worthy as (at least more inno- 
cent than) themselves. By my 
soul , Jack , there is more of the 
savage in human nature tluuii we 
are commonly aware of. Nor is i^ 
after all , so much amiss ,^ thai; we 
sometimes avenge the nMHEeiono* 



It aaimals npoD c 
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particulara: 

w uanal a thing is it fur 
in asweH as men without the 
t Tcmone, to ensnare, lo cage, 
ItorRieat, and even with bum- 
knitting-needles to put out 
«yeH ot the poor feathered 
Bter [thou setat J have nut 
flone with birds]; which hoir- 
■'in proportion toils bulk, has 
ilife laan themselves (for a 
is iiU soul); and of conse- 
ttt has as much feeling at the 
in creature! When, at the 
: lltne, if an honest fellow, 
he gentlest persuasion, and 
Iteftest arts, has the kooo luck 
revail upon a mewed up lady, 
niQfeiiance her own escape, 
ihe consents to bi'eak cage, 
be set a-llying into the all~ 
tiing air of liberty, mercy on 
'*lml aa outcry is generally 
jdagainat himl I 

Mt fike what jou and I once 
'niied in a paUry villaee near; 
ibniford, after a poorhungryj 
, who watching his oppor(uni-| 
had seized by the neck, and. 
.ij — 1 L... ^sieek -feathered! 
■e: Bi wnsi time we beheld 
irtole vicinage of boye and: 
i. old men, and old women, 
;Iae fiiTrowH and wrinkles of. 
I'tstter filled up with malice for 
'" the old men armed with ' 
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ball, in pursuit of the wind-out- 
slrippiiiE prowler; all the mongrel 
cura of the ciicutnjacencien ^ yelp, 
yelp, yelp, at their heele, com- 
pleting the horrid clioras. 

Remembercst thoU not this 
Bcens? Surely thou must. My 
Imagination, inflamed by a tender 
sympathy for the danger of the 
adventurous marauder, represents 
it to my eye, as if it were out yes- 
terday. And dost thou not re- 
collect how generously glad wa 
were, OH if our own case, that 
honest Reynard, by the help of 
a lucky stile, over which both old 
and young tumbled upon one 
another, and a winding course, 
escaped their brutal fury, and 
flying catstieks; and how, in 
fancy, we followed him to hja un- 
discovered retreat; and imagined 
we beheld the intrepid thifef en- 
joying his dear -earned purchase 
' with a delight proportioned to hia 
past danger? 

I once made a charming little 

savage severely repent the delight 

she took in seeing her tabby ta- 

make eruel sport with a 

"'""'■ ' ■" ■" mouse, 

Egad, 






: with I 



p, brooms, fire-shovels, tougs,' 
ipokera; and the younger fryi 
lidin, atones, andbriCK~bats,| 
thediig as they 



my love^ said I 

meditating the s . ... __ 

tcrmined to lie in wait for a fit 
opportunity to try how ihau wilt 
like to be tost over mi/ head , and 
jbe caught again: bow ih'u wilt 
ilike In be patted from me and 
I pulled to me. Yet will I rather 

g' ive life than take it away, aa this 
arbarouB quadruped has at last 
idone by her prey. And after all 
' was over between my ejrl audma^j 
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I reminded her of the incident to But knowest thou, not, that 
which my resolution wfts owing, \cnnseni will.be wanting ta "^ 

Hor had I at another time any plete thy wishea? — And tt 
mercy upou the daughter of an commendation will it be of tl , 
old epicure, who had taught the'such a girl a9 Charlotte, whi 
girl, without the least remorae, shallacquaiut her withtbeafii 
to roast lobsters ative; to cause a tbou puttest upon the whole 
poor pig to be wbipt to death; to by asking, Wlielher I ' 
scrape carp the contrary way of rcaiard, when I haue jii 
the scales, making tliem leap inlmo.^f cliaijiiing wovian in tht m 
the atew-pan, and dressing them ImV/ be equal lo my trtiabU, 
in their own blood for sauce. And Which, thinfcest thou, -wi 
this for luiury-aake, and to pro-lworaan of spirit soooeet ...„ 
voke an appetite; which I nad'tbe underraluing varlet wlw 
without stimulation, in my way,!pu( xucJi a qiiexliim. " 



'and that 1 can te!l thee a very 



prefers lie pursuit and t 
..fa fine u:omm. tn ail fiej,^ 
life/ Have I not known pB 
ujcdious vtn/nim, aa ate iroili 
thought, vow everlaetiiig I 
pachy to a man who gave onti 
she was loo ../.l fi.rhmtoal'" 
And did not Essex's ipersoj 
Queen EHzabetli^ 



I 



Many more instances of theliki 
nature could! give, were 1 to leave 
nothing to thyself, to shew that 
the best take, the same liberties, 
and perhaps worse, with some sort 
of creatures, thMt we take with 
othera; all crealwes still! andiflection 
creatures too, as] have obBerved[she wai 

above, replete with strong life, jtribute more to bis ruin tMI 
and sensible feelingi If thereforeitreason? 
people pretend tomeroyiletmercyj Hut another wondortwo, ) 
go ttiroughalJheraclionB. I have thy objection relating (o 
read somewhere, that a mercifuL trouble and reward. 
man is merciful lo his beaxi. I Does not tlie keen foxbn 

8o much at present for those endanger his neck and bu b 
parts of thy Idler iu which thou inpni-suitofavermin.wlrieh,!! 
nrgest to me motives of compaa- 'killed, ia neither fit food fori 
aion for the lady. Inordoga? 

But I guess at thy priucipall Do notthehuntersof theno 
motive in this thy earuestnesa in gama value the vr~" — ' — ' 
behalf of this charming creature, the aport? 
I know that thou corresponilcst Why then should I be reflel 
with Lord M. who ia impatient, jnpon, and the sei affronted, 
and has long been desirous, to see | my patience and perse venuul 
me' shackled. And thou wanteat'the moat noble ofallchasea; i 
to make a Bterit with the uncle, 'for not being a poacher in Iot«| 
wAZi a view to one of hia niiecea,vt\iyq>veaUt>ut&a>^^inadei«H^ 



ra of thy master, for the 
, to treat more reapectfully 

E that jielda us our principal 

rsiooa and delights. 

TOceedajioiL 

LETTER LSSV. 



irEi.i.sajCi<t thou, that mme is 
moslpl'illing heart m ihe world. 
a doat me honour; and I 
& thee heartily. Thou art no 
judse. HoiT like Boileau's 
Bn, I strut behind mj double 
il Am I not obliged to deserve i 
, compliment? And wouldst 
: have me repent of a murder 
relhavecommitledilV 
The Virtues and Graces are 
tody's handmaids. She waa 
ttnijr bom to adorn the age 
-"H given to." — Well said, 
-"And would be an orna- 
o the first dignitf." But 
t praise is that, uulesa the first 
'— were adorned with the 
wi(? — Dignity! gewgaw. 
Tiiiigmlyl thou idiot! ^ Art 
, who kuowest me, so taken 
erntineandtiiuelV — I, who 

t<rt>ii the gold, am only fit to 
it. For the future therefore! 
Ut thy style, and proclaiin 

■ibe oruamoDt of the happiest < 
, and (respecting herself and 
the greatest conqueror in the 

W, that she Imies me, m thou 



Uiouuee me; the little 
KX! she places in me; 6Qtitle| 
"t, XVbat merit e&n ehe I 
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have withamau, who won her in 
spite of herself; and who fairly, 

in set and obstinate battle, took 
her prisoner? 

As to what thou iaferreet from 
her^jie when with us, thouknowest 
nothing of her heart from that, if 
thou unagiiiest tliere was ons 
glance of love shot from it. Well 
did I not« her eye, and plainly did 
I see that it was all but just civil 
disgust to me and to the company 
1 bad brought her into. Her ear^ 
retiring that night, against all 
entreaty, might have convinced 
thee, that there was very little of 
the eeutle in her heart for me. 
And Tier eye never knew what it 
was to contradict her heart. 

She is, thou sayeat, all mind. 
So say I. But why shonldst thou 
imagine, that such a mind as hers, 
meeting with such a one as mine; 
and, to dwell upon the word, 
meeting with an inclination in 
hers; should not propagate minds 
like bei' own? 

Were I to take thy stupid ad- 
vice, and marry; wbut a figure 
shoi^d 1 make m rakish annalat 
The lady in my power; yet not 
having intended to put herself in 
my power; declaring against love, 
and a rebel to it: so much open- 
eyed caution: no confidence in 
my honour; her family eipecting 
the worst haih paaaed; herself 
seeming to expect, thattheworst 
will be attempted: fPriacilla Par- 
tington for that I] What! wouldst 
thou not have me act in. clhsct- 
acter? 

But why caWaat tVoM "Cufe'^aa^ 
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m^ A' 

she i"vki M'if 

By innncfnl, wjth regard to me,' but hgw to middle the matter be- 
and not tak^b' &'a 'general char-|tweeD virtue and love, tben irill 
acter, I must insist upJii 'it ^ the she be a wife for me: for already 
is tint innocent Can nAdbeinittl-'l BnicoDviDced,tliattlterei9not a 
cent, who, b^ wishing to shackle woman in the world that b love- 
me in tlio prime and glorjiofmy^jtroof and plot-proof, ifehebenot 
vouth , witu snch a capacity as I Ae peraou. 

hare for noble mischief,* -wonld| And now imagine (the charmer 
make my perdition more certain, ovcroorn'e) Ihou aeest me sitting 
were I to break, as I doubt I supinely cross-kneed.recliniugon 
should, the most solemn vffw 'I|iny sofa, the god of love dancing 
could make? 1 say no man ought 'in my eyes, and rejoicing in every 



wbblly in ray power, moving np 

slowly to me, at my beck, witli 
heavinc' sighs, balf-prononnc^d 
Dpbraidings &om mnrmoring lips, 
her finger in her eye, nudquiA- 
ening h^r pace at my Come h'lirr, 
dearest I' ' 

One band stuck in my aide , the 
other extended to encourage her 
bashful atfproacb — Ki^a vie, iuoe '. 
— Hweef, as Jack Belford aayi, 
we the joys thai dime u>ilh willing- 



! This is honour! 
And when I think I can keep the 
marriage vow, then wilt it be time 
to marry. 

No donbt of it, as tbou sayest, 
the devils would rejoice in the fall 
of snch a woman. But this is my 
confidence, that I shall have it in 
uiy power to marry when I will. 
Aud if I dohcrthiaj'iK/ire, ell ail I 
not haven claim Ui her gi-alitiide^ 
And will she not think herself the 
obliged, ralber than the obliger? 
"" u let Die tell thee, Belford, it 



She tenders her purple moo^ 



is impossible so far to hurt the jhercorni lins will be purple theil,[J 
(iiora/si//'(/'Mfii(/y,aB thouandthy! Jac^I] 3ign not so deeply, nV ■ 
brothervarletshave hurtotbersof'betoved! — happier bouri &wml' 
theBez,whoarenowcBBtingabout|tby humble love, than did tbj' 
the town firebrands and double prondi'esistauce. ' 

death. Take ye that thistle to Once more bend to my ardent * 
lips the swanny glosaineas of 9i 
neck lii'te so stately. — 
There's my precioosl 
Again! 

Obliging loveli 
That the morals of this lady O my ever-blooming glory! 
<MU)i)otfnil,iB a consideration that have tried thee enougn. % 

* Bm Letter xli. Ftnp^. 




UA.RI.OWB. 
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Theulrise. and fold lomy al-. that she mn//tenB«w-rae.* Ami 
wtlHlking hearl the throbbing- not therefore obliged to BO furthM, 
^=^med channel-. in ordpr lo contradict thee, and, 

•o-mmrow s ann- and *^^Vifaer, hope to find her. 
-o-.,- rayse f from the bash- .^.j^^^ ^^^ ,^j j^ bistres, of 
pwaire, and stalk about thel^jy. p^jgiona: no ore e»er bad to 
m — To-morrow BBun »ha1I:^ ^^ pfirfection the art of 
Id the altar nt "hioh my tow"!„j^^j, This allberfamily know, 
111 be paid thee ! | ^^j jj^rc equidly fetired and re- 

'Then, jMk, theraptnrcl thenlyereii lierfor it. ThiB I know too; 
i darted sunbeams from her'^^j doubt not mote aud moreto 
iddcnedeye,driiiking i)patone|g£pfripiicu. How charmingly 
, the precious distillalioufrom'muBt (hjs divine creature warble 
1 pearldropt eheek ! Tlicu_ foi-ih (if n proper oi-caston ba 
nflB ardently folded, eyca seem-; given) her me MiouB elegiac* 1 r- i 
■ 'to pronoooce, (ihid bless myjinfinile beautiu* ate there in 4 . 
felace! to supply the joy-],pe(;pi„g oye. I first UiiiKht the 
['edtongne: her IraiiBportetnO] two nymphs below to diBtinguiah 
Jtg, aiiU e-iprcsaions too weiik,' the several airs of the lamenlaUe . 

i'gii-e ntteranci; to her gruteful'in anew subject, and how admir- 
aningal—Al— all the atudicslg^ly some, more than othem, be- i 
all tBet-tudies of her future life|eomellieirdUtreBBC3. 
«d!uid devoted (when she can But to return to thy objectiona 
■dk)to acknowledge and return| _ thou wilt perhaps tell me, in the 
! perpetual obligation! names of thy brethren, aawella* 

Iflcouldbringnjy charmer to ! in thy own name, that among all . 
li, TOttld it not be the uligihlelthe objects of your respecti™ 
eugiblcs? - Isitnot worth try-^atteiopiB, there wasnotoneoftbo 
" forV — AKlsaid, I can marry rank aud merit of ray charming 
^^ when I will. She lan be Miss Harlowc 

UxKly's but mine, neither for Bat let meask, basil notbeea 
ame, nor by choice, nor yet by acon«taiit maxim with UB,thattbe 
IdrcBS: forwho, thatkaowsmy greater the meiil on the woman's 
iftiacter. believes that the worst side, the nobler tlie victory ou the 
edreads, is nuto to be dreaded? man's? And as torunit, Benseof 
I have the highest opinion that honour, sense of shame, pride of 
an can have (than kuoweat I family, may make rifieil rank get 
tve) of the merit and perfections up, and shake itjelf to rights: and 
'thii admirable woman; of bor if any thing come of it, such a one 
rtoe and honour too , although may Buffer only » ^^ "e^*^ >^ * 
loa, inaformei', art of opinion,' » ftee LeiMi i\i^^' Vwmh'*- 
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bttng obliged to take up with a 
second-rate match instead of a 
fiist; and, as it may fallout, be 
the happier y as well as the more 
tM«/u/,tor1hemiBadYentare; since 
(taken off of her public gaddings, 
and domesticated hy her disgrace) 
she will have reason to thiim her- 
self obliged to the man who has 
saved her from further reproach; 
while her fortune and alliance will 
lay an obligation upon him; and 
her past fall, if she have prudence 
and consciousness, will be his pre- 
sent and future security. 

But a poor girl [such a one as 
my Rosebud for instance] having 
no recals from education; being 
driven out of every family that 
pretends to reputation; perse- 
cuted most pernaps by such as 
have only kept their secret better; 
and having no refuge to fly to — 
the common, the stews, the street, 
is the fate of such a poor wretch ; 
penury, want, and disease, her 
sure attendants; and an untimely 
end perhaps doses the miserable 
scene. 

And will you not now all join to 
say^ that it is more manly to attack 
a hon than a sheep r — Thou 
knowest, that I always illustrated 
my eagleship by aiming at the 
noblest quarries: and by disdain- 
ing to make a stoop at wrens, 
phyl-tits,* and wagtails. 

• Phyl'tiU, q.d. PhyUis-tiUt, in opposl. 
tion to Toni'tits. It needs not now be ob- 
served, that Mr. Lovelace, in the wanton 
gidety of his heart , often takes liberties 
of coining words and phrases in his 
letters to this his familiar friend. See 
his ludicrous reason for it in Letter xxl. 
Parag. antepentit. 



The worst respecting myself. In 
the case before me, is that my 
triumph, when completed, will bel 
so glorious a one, that I shall never 
be able to keep up to it. All my 
future attempts must be poor to 
this. I shall be as unhappy, after 
awhile, from my reflections upon 
this conquest, as Don John of 
Austria was, in his, on the re- 
nowned victory of Lepanto, when 
he found that none of his future 
achievements could keep pace 
with his early glory. 

I am sensible that my pleas and 
my reasoning may be easily 
answered, and perhaps justly cen- 
sured; but by whom censured? 
Not by any of the confraternity, 
whose constant course of life, even 
lon^ before 1 became|^our general, 
to this hour, has justified what ye 
now in a fit of squeamishness, and 
through envy, condemn. Having, 
therefore , vindicated myself ana 
my intentions to you , that is all I 
am at present concerned for. 

Be convinced then, that/ (ac- 
cording to our principles) am 
ri^ht, ^^oM wrong; or, at least, be 
silent. But I command thee to be 
convinced. And in thy next be 
sure to tell me that thou art. 

LETTER- LXXVI. 
Mr. Belford to Robert Lovelace, Esq. 

Edgeware, Thursday, May 4. 

I KNOW that thou art so aban- 
doned a man, that to give thee the 
best reasons in the world agfdnst 
what thou hast once resolved upon, 
will be but acting the madman 
whom once we saw trying to boffst 



j^ona a hurricane with his hat. I 
^pe, however, that the lady's 
teeritwill still nvail her with thee. 
^t, if thou persistest; if thou 
r^t a,rea^ th,vself od this sweet 
~mb,. vhieh tliou hast singled out 
DID a. flock thou hatest, for the 
ptdts of the dogs who kept it : if 
itt art not to be moved by 
IBt]', by learning, by prudence, 
innocence, all eliining out in 
) charming object; but she 
jt fall, fall by the man whom 
^e has choaen for her protector: 
Birould not for a thousand worlds 
|Kve tfay crime to answer for. 
f Upon my faith, Lovelace, the 
lljjeet sticks with me, notwith- 
nding 1 £nd I have not the 
lOur of the lady's eood opinion. 
^^Jnd the more, when I reflect upon 
L^^ier&ther's brutal curse, and the 
^ rillanous bard- heartedn ess of all 
ierfamily. But, nevertheless, I 
ihould be desirous to know {iflhntt 
vnlt proieed) by what gradations, 
arts, and contrivances thou ef- 
fectest thy ingrateful purpose. 
Ajid, O Lovelace, I conjure thee, 
iftfaouart anian, let not the epe- 
eious devils thou hast brought Itet 
unongst be suffered to triumph 
over her; nor make her the victim 
of uumanli/ artifices. If she yield 
to fair seilacli'm, if I may so 
press myself; if thou canat rai: 
weakness in her bv love, orbyi 
not inhuman; 1 shall the lees pity 
hei; and shall tbencouclude, that 
there is not a woman in the world 
irho can reaist a bold and resolute 
I , bner. 

L Amessenger is just now arrived 
E boil) my uncle. The mortification, ' 
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it seems, is got to his knee; and 
the surgeons declare that he can- 
not live many days. He therefore 
sends for me directly, with these 
shocking words, Tliat I tuill come 
and close hi) eyes. My servant or 
his must of necessity be in' town 
every day on his case, or on other 
affairs; and one of them shall re- 
gularly attend you for any letter 
or commands. It will be charitf 
to write to me as often as yon can. 
For althouah 1 am likely to be a 
considerable gainer by the poor 
man's death, yet I cannot say that 
I at all love these scenes of death 
and the doctor so near me. The 
■/oi'fnrandifealAIshouldhaveBaid; 
for thatisthenatural order, and, 
eenerall^ speaking, the.one is but 
harbinger to the other. 



lispTcased with my freedom. But 

let me tell you, at the same time, 
that DO man has a right to be dia- 

e leased at freedoms taken with 
im for faults he ia not ashamed to 
he guilty of. 

J. Belpobd. 



LETTER I 



Mill 



loMiu 



I ibjIsk you and Mr. Hickman 

for his letter, sent me with such 

kind expedition; and proceed to 

obey my dear menacing tyranoesB, 

ilw then gfrei the parlfnilart qf 

tohat paiard belieerit henvlf'and 

Mr. Lovelace en Tuesday' mont- 

fng, in relation to lih four 

frieiidi , and to MUt Partington, 

prelty mticli to tlie jams effiot 



f 
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or in Ur. Lovelac^t letter. No. I. 

And thtn proeredi; 

He ifl coDsUntlj acmuing me of 
OTer-scrDpulotisnese. Ho cb>^b, 
"I am always out of bumonr nith 
lum: that I could not bave be- 
haved more reservedly to Mr. 
Sotnes: and that it is contrary to 
all his hopes and notions, that he 
eboald not, in so long a time, fiud 
himself able to inspire the person 
whom he hoijedsosoan to have the 
honour to cull Lis , with the least 
distinguishing tenderness for him 
beforehand." 

Silly and partial encroaeher! 
not to knonr lu iDhal In alliiliiile Iht 
Teseroe J am forced to Ireul bin 
with! But his pride has eaten u|' 
Msprvdence. It is indeed a dirty 
low pride, that has swallowed up 
the frue pride, which should have 
set him above iba vanity that has 
overrun him. 

Yet be protends that he has no 
pride but iu obliging me: and is 
always talkinKofhisreverenceand 
humuity, and such sort of stuff: 
but of this I am sure , thai he has. 
as I observed the first time 1 saw 
him*, too much regard to his own 
person, greatly tovalue that of his 
wife, marry whom he will; and I 
must be blind, if I did not see that 
he is eiceediugly vain of his cs- 
temal advantages^ and of that 
address, which, if it basortyraerit 
in it to an outward eye, is perljaps 
owing more to his confidence tbaii 
to any thing else. 

Have you not beheld the n 
wbonlwus your happy guest. 



bitisl 
wbaE! 



hewalked to his chariot, lookii ^^^ 
sbout him, as if to observe wbaS 
eyes his apccions person and air 
bad attracted? 

But iudeed we hove seen faomelr 
coxcombs as proud as if they baa 
persons to he proud of; at Hba 
same time that it was apparent, 
tliat the pains they tooK abanf 
themselves but the more expOBed 



their defects. 

The man who is fond of hfaofi 
thought mnre or belter than he u^ 
aslhareofieii observed, bat pro- 
vokes a scrutiny into his preten- 
; and that generally produces 
contempt. For pride, as I believe 
I hare heretofore said, is an in- 
fallible sign of weakness; ofsnme- 
thitiff aroni ill iJie litiid or heart, or J 
in Imih. Me that exalts himself^ J 
suits his neighbour; who is pro 
yoked to questioiiin him even t^ 
merit, which, wire he modest,* 
woulti perhaps be allowed to brfl 
his ilae. 

You will say tliat I e 
grave: and so I am. Mr. Lort 
face is eitremely sunk in my en 
nion since Monday night: n6r£r 
I before me any thing that fl" 
afford me a pleasing hope. I 
what, with a mind i.> uneiinul ■ 
Ai(, can be my he^i hope? , J 

I think I mentioned to ^oo I 
my former, that my clothes wflf 
brought me. Tou fluttered me h 
that I am not sore I did. Bat L 
know I designed to mention tbltj 
they were. They were brbngM 
mo on Thursdar; but neither ir~ 
fewguineas with them, i 
my books, escept a Drexeliiis — _ 
Elernily, the good old Practice aft 






Piety, and 
m>tfaer's 
libilcs ha 

iestth and despair 
ibr the one, and every . . 
Dienamonthe briuk of the other. 
.' "You will the lesB wonder at my 
being eo verj aoIemD , when, ad- 
led to the above , and to my un- 
lertatn, flituation , Itellyou, that 
ibey.have Bent me with these books 
I letter from my cousin Morden. 
t has set my heart against Mr. 
LiOvelaee. Against myself too. 
; aendl it inclosed. If you pleoae, 
pydear, you may read it here. 
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Francis Spira. My.theaddresajof another whom they 

t. I suppose. He cannot approre. 

ire)) to point out They had not reason, itseema, 

;. i I _;„!, jromyourbehaviour, to think yon 

greatly averse: so they proceeded ; 

[lerbapa too hastily for a delicacy 
ike yours. But when all was 
fixed on theirparts, andmosti 
traordinary terms concluded 
your favour; terms which abi 
duntly gIicw the gentleman's just 
value for you; you flew ofiF with a 
wanntli and vehemence little 
suited to that sweetness which gave 
grace to all your actions. 

I know very little of either of 
the gentlemen; but of Mr. Love- 
lace I know more than of Mr. 
Solmes, I wish I could aay more 
to his advantage than I cafi. As 
to every. qualification but nne, your 
brother owns there is no compa- 
rison. But that one outweighs 
all the rest together. It cannot 
be thought that Miss ClarissaHar- 
lowo will diEpeuse with horalb in 
a husband. 
What, my dearest eouain, shall 



I AU extremely concerned to 
jliear of a difference 
fet% of a family so near and dear 
fa me , and 'jiiv\, still duArer to 
^'^than any of the rest. 

My oousin.Jamea has acquainted 
~<e with the offers you have.had. 



,and with ^our refusals. I wonder' I plead firat to you on this 



at either. Such charming 
.promises at so early an age as 
l4ea 1 left England; and those 
promises, us I have often heard, so 
greatly exceeded', as well inyour 
jtersou as mind; how much must 
,y(ni be admired! How few must 
there be worthy of you! 

Tour parents, the most indul- 
gent in the world, to a child the 
~" ' deaerving, have given way 
ms to your refusal of several 
gentlemen. They have contented 



Your duty, your interest, 
your temporal, and your eteniiu 
welfare, do and may all depend 
upon this single point, Ihe mora' 
lily lifu husband, A woman who. 
has a wicked husband may find it 
difficult to 'w good, and out of her 
power to (fn good; andistherefore- 
in a worse situation than the man 
can be in, who has a had wife. 
You preserveall your religious re- 
gards, I understand, I woudei 
■ that you do. I should hi 



ttmnsBlTes at last to name one wondered had you not But what 
with tarneslness to you because of; can you promise yourself. 



tut what 
f , OS to I 

2 



Ifyourparentaandyoudifferin 
Bentimenton this important occa-! 
sion, let me ask you, ray dear, 
CODBin, whoougbt to give way? I 
own to you, that 1 should have 
thought there could not any where; 
have been a more suitable match 
for you than with Mr. Lovelace,! 
hadhefaecnaiBOialman. lahould 
have very tittle to say against a' 
man , of whose actions I am not to ' 
set np myself as a jndge, did he 
not address my cousin. But, on' 



cannot 
may 



He! 



, say: but he' 

^ Haoit is not soon or' 

easily flbakenoff. Libertines, who' 
arelibertines indefiance of talents, ' 
of superior lighta, of conviction, ' 
hardly ever reform but by miracle, , 
or by incapacity. Well do I know 
my own sex. Well am I able to 



man, who has not been fastened 
upon by sickness, by affliction, by 
calami^; who has & prosperous 
run of fortune before him: his 
epirjts high: his mil nncontrol-l 
altle: the company he keeps, per- ' 
hapa such as himself ^ confirming 
him in all courses, assisting him in' 
all his enterprises. i 

As to the other gentleman, sap- 

[lose. my dear cousin, youdonotl 
ike him at yii-esent, it is far from 
being unlikely that you will here- 
after: perhaps the more for not 
liking him noui. He can hardly 
[ tink lower in your opinion: he 



Isive imagination carries its ei- 
pectation infinitely beyond reality, 
in the highest of our sublunary ea- 
joymenla? Awomau adorned wifli 
.such an imagination sees no de- 
fect in a favoured object (theles), 
if she be not conscious of any wil- 
ful fault in herself) till it ts too 
|late to rectify the mistakes occa- 
! sioned by her generous credulity. 
I But suppose ft person of yonr 
;talents^Tere tomarry amanof in- 
'ferior talents; who, in this case, 
I can be so happy in herself aa Miu 
Clarissa Hanowe? What delisbt 
do you take in doing good! How 
happily do you devote the several 
portions of the day to your own 
improvement, aud to the ad- 
vantage of all that move within 
your sphere 1 — and then , such is 
your taste, such are your acqoire- 
ments in the politer studies, and 
in the politer amusements: such 
your excellence in all the clifferent 

[I arts of economy fit for a yonng 
ady's inspection and practice, 
that your friends would wish ^oa 
to be taken off as little bb posnble 
by regards that may be called J 
merely personal. 

But as to what may be the'M 

sequence respecting yourtdf, I 

Epecting ft young lady of yoB 

talents, from the preference y"" 

ipccted to give ti " 
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jobamBnaBthiaengross&liyour to find tbem read^ fashioned to 
oHcitadce? Will he not perpetu-jher hand, atthepnceof hisI^o^a- 

S^^lIyouwithBl^»ietiesfor himjlity; a price that ia often paid for 
for youraelf? — The divjnejtravelling accompli Bhrnents, O, 
id flivil powers defied , andtheirlmy dear cousin, wure you but 
netiona broken through by him, i with us here at Florence, or at 
lerery not merely octiWmdi/but, Rome, or at Paris (where also I 
fdifa(ed occaaion. Tobe agree-jrceided for many months) to eee 
ite to him, and to hope to pre-;tho gcutlenien whose supposed 
rreap interest in his affectiona,:r<i(i;7/i English mannera at ietting 
iti must probably be obliged to ! oat are to be polished , aiid what 
landon all your own laudable their improvemenfa are '" ■"' "'" 



ntiits. You must enter into his 
res and distaites. You 
p your own virtuous 

a for hia profligate ones — 

eifaBpabeforsalteabyyour8.be- 
1 of the scandal he daily 
Can you hope, cousin, 
[th Buch a man as this to he lung 
\ good aa you nnai are? If not, 
lOrader which of your present 
ndable delights you would 
loose to give up? Which of his 
dpable ones to follow him in'i 
bw could yon brook to go back- 
1, instead of forward, in those 
M which you 

f" erform? And howdoyou 
you once give way, where 
ahall ' ~ ■ • 



Ibef 



be suffered , whero you 

We to stop? 

Tour broth erackoowledgeHtbat 

r.SoImes is not near so asree- 

le ib person as Mr. Lovelace. 

It what is ■person with such a 

ly aa I have the honour lo be 

nrwritingto? He owns likemiae 

'.fae has not the address of Mr. 

elace; but what a mere per- 

1 advantage is a plauaiblc ad- 

t. Without morals? A woman 

better tafce a husband whose 

ners ibe were to fashion, than 



through the same places, 
you would infinitely prefer the 
man in his /irsi stage , to the same 
man in his last. You find the 
diiFereiice on their return — a 
fondness for foreign fashions, an 
attachment to foreign vices, a 
supercilious contempt of his own 
country and countirmen (himsell 
more despicable than the moe 
despicable of those he despises), 
these, with an unbluahing efiron- 
tery, are too generally the attain- 
ments that concur to finiah the 
travelled gentleman ! 

Mr. Lovelace , I know, deserves 
to have an exertion made iu bis 
favour; for he ia really a man of 
parts aud learning; he waa 
esteemed so both here and at 
Rome; and a fine person, and a 
generous turn of mind, gave him 
great advantages. But you need 
not he told, that a libertine man 
of sense does infinitely more mis- 
chief than a libertineof weakptirta 
' able to do. And this I will tell 
. lu further , that it was Mr, Love- 
lace's own fault than be was not 
still more respected that he waa 
among the literaii here. There 
!- gbort, some libertieg in 
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al^erffl 



which he indulged himself, that mani; inBuIU. TobeaU.__ 
eodaogered his person and hiBJatsel(/ii^"u!, allcompnnctioi 
liberty; &nd made the beat aDdihiimantLy, must be overcome, j. 
moBtworthyoftboBewhohoDOured cdnliVi'ie to be a libertine, ia t 
him with their notice give hiro up; I continue to be every tbing TJl 
and his stay both at Florence and i and inhuman. Prayers , tear 
atRomeBbotterlhanhedeiiigned. and thd most abject subinissioi 

ThiBia alllchooaetosay of Mr. 'nrebutfiiejlobispride: wagerin 
Lovelace. I badmiicbrathcr bavelperbaps ivitn lewd compamoiii 
had reason to give bim a quite .and not, improbably, with lewd( 
contrary character. But aa to 'women, upon iuBtancea which h 

' - - '■' - ■' - '- ' ', boasts of to them of yourpatiei 



rakea or libertinea in general, I. 
who know them well, must be al- 
lowed, because of the misebiefs 
they have aiaai/s iu their hearig, 
and (no often in their pmcer, to do 
your sex, to add atill a few more 
irordB upon this topic. 
A libertine, my deal " " ' 



-iifferings, and broken Bjiirit, 1 
briugiug them home to witneu 1 
both. _ 

I write what I know hat 
I mention not fortunes » 
dercd, estates mortgaged o; 
and posterity robbed 



plnllinij, an inlrigwng libertine, Nnultitudo of other evilB, 
muBt be generally remnrselefs — shocking, to be mentioned. 
vnjiist he must always be. The person of your delicacy. , 



noble rule of doing to others what 
he would hare done to biinaelf is 
the first rule he breaks ; and every 
day he breaks it; the ofteuer the 
greater his triumph. He has great 
contempt for your sex. He be- 
lieves no woman chaste, because 
be is a profligate. Every woman 
who ftivours km. confirtns ]um in 
his wicked increunlity, Ue is al- 
ways plotting to extend the mis- 
chiefs he delights in. If a woman 
loves such a man, how can she 
hear the thought of dividing her 
iutMeBt'in his aft'ectionswiih half 
the town, and that perhaps the 
dregs of it? Then so sensual! — 
How will a young lady of your 
ddicacy bear with so sensual a 
man? A man who makes a jest of 
his vows; and who perhaps wil' 
break your spirit by the most un- 



, my d 
be shunned, all the et 
named to be avoidi'd; the powe 
of doing all the good you bai" 
been accustomed to do, preserved 
nay. inereaaed by the sepaiat 
provision that will be made fo 
you: your charming divenion 
and exemplary employments, a1 
maintained ; and eveiT good hahi 
perpetuated : and all by one sacri 
See, the fading pleasure ofth 
e5'e! Who would not, (since ever; 
thing is noi fo be inet with tii 9B 
man; who would not) to preaerv 
BO iqany essenlials, give up » 
light,' so unpcrmauent apleasur« 
Weigh all these tbingst whic 
I might insist upon to more ac 
vantage, did I tbink it needfnl t 
one of your prudence — w«g 
them well, my beloved cousic 






The 



and if it be not the will of joi 

— rent* tbat you ghonld continue, union, asT'ormerly, reign 

lie, resoire to oblige Ihom; mily eo (I?ar to me, it will be an 

, 1 lot it not bo saialhat the nnspeakable pleasure tome; and 

lowen of fancy shall (as in many I sball perhaps so dispose my af- 

>ttieMofyouraes)betoohard for,fairB, --'-"■ ' 

rour duty and yonr prudi 

The leas agreeable the man. 

mora oDiiging the compliance. 

Hemetnber, that hois a sober man 

• — a roan who has a. reputation to 

^se, and whose reputation, there- 

Rire , is a Becurity for bis good be- 
ftriour to yon. ; 

Tou have an opportunity of-' 
toed yon to give tbe highest iu- 
^•tanee that can be given of filial 
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ir you for ever. 
Ihavewritten a very long letter, 
e[and wllladdno more, thanthati 
am, with thegreatestrespect, my 
dearest cousin. 

Your most affectionate and 
faithful servant, 

Wm. Moedbb. 

I will suppose, my dear Miss 
-'Howe, that yon have read my 



a letter. 



Kmay be sorry that yon 
led upon to give it. Let it be 
Sid that you have been able to 
y an obligation upon yonr pa- 
ints (a proud word, mycousial) 
*hich^ou could not do, were it 
*TOt laid againgt your inclination! 
— Upon parents who have laid a 
hottaand upon you: who are set 
ipon this point: who will not give 
t np: wbo have given up many 
Hnnts to you, even of this very 
lEture; ^nd in their turn, for the 
ialce of tfaeir own authority, 
veil B3 judgment, expect ti 
obliged. 
I hope I shall soon, in ^e 
~ zratulate you upon this your 
ttorious compliance. To settle 
%ai give up my trusteeship is one 
iif the priacipat motives of my 
leaving tb6se parts. I ahall be 
eUd to settleittoever^ one's Bs' 
'faction; to yours particularly. 



But 



him the apeclaliun of 
preiii-ms to the meeting, which 
made him come pi'epared; and 
the revocation of which he ao art- 
fully made ineffectual. 

Persecuted as I was, and little 
expecting so much condeseenaion, 
aa my aunt, to my great mor^ifl- 
cation, has told me, (and you con- 
firm) 1 should have mot nith, ii is, 
hoivever. hard to say what I should 
should uot have done as to 
meeling him, had it come in time: 
but this effect I verily believe it 
would have bad ^ to nave made 
mo insist with all my might on 
going over, out of all their waja, 
to the kind writer of the in- 
structive letter, and onmakiagft 
father (a protector, as well as a 
friend) of a kinsman ^ who w ti'o^ 
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of m^ truBtesB. This, circum- the norld, as my conain*! if 

stuiced as I was, would have been to be. 

& natural, at least an unexcep-' Thislef ter was inclosed {opi 

tionable protection. — But I iciu ' in a blauk cover. Scorn ana J 

to 6b unhappy! And how it cuta me as they will, I' 

me to tlie heart, to think that I line was not sent 

can alretidy subscribe to my it hut to have m6re pluiu^ 

couBin's character of a libertine, pointed the design of it.'n 

60 well drawn in the letter which ' same generous spirit that --^^^ 

I auppoae you now to have read ! ' the Spira. 

lliata mauofacbaracterwhich! The sealing of the co' 
erer was my abhorrence should 'with black wax. J hope Hu 
foil to my lot I' — But, depending no new occasion in the faml 
on my own strength: having no; give reason for black wiU. 
reason to apprehend danger from iftherewere, it would to be 
headstrong and diagraceful im-!havebeenmeutioned, andU 
pulses; I too little perhaps cast my door — perhaps too jmUj 
up my e^-ea to the supreme | 1 had begun a letter to 
Director: in whom, mistrusting coubIu; butlaidit by. "- 



e time agOj yon k 
Inexperience and presumption. Then it waslbegiin it: fbrl 
with the help of a brother and great pleasure in obeying yt 
sisterwhohavelowends toanswcr all 1 may. So I ought lob 
in my disgrace, have been my for you are the only frieoi 
ruin/ — A liard word, my dear! me. And,moreovef,yougeaei 
But Irepeatitupon deliberation: honour me with your own 
since, let the beat happen which aervance of the advice I take 
nowjcau happen, my reputation is liberty to offer vou: forlpre 
destroyed; a rake is my portion; to!eay|, I give better advice 
and what that portion ia, my I have taken. And so I hud i 
cousin Morden's letter has ac- For, I know not how it ct 
quaintedyou. about,butlam,inmyownop»ii 



Pray keep it by you till called apoor lost creature: andyett 
for. I saw It not myeelf (having not charge myself with one Ci 
iiot the heart toinepectmy trunks) nal or faulty mclination. Do 
know, my dear, how this catt I 
YetIcantelIyou«"tD,Ibel 
le devious step at setting 



and tbe aioBt settled brave o 
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§ath, that I am in a wilderneBa of 
oubt and error; and never, never, 
shall find my way out of it: for, 
altbotigh but oue pace away at 
first, it has led me hundreds and 
handreds of miles out ofinyjiath: 
Uid the poor estray has uot one 
Idadfrieod, nor has met with one 
Erecting passenger, to help her 
to recover it. 

But I, presumntuoUH creature 

A rely so much npon my own 

iwledge of the right putlil — 

'~ apprehending that an if/ni' 

I with its false fires (and yet 

hsdfaeard enough of such) would 

to mislead me! and now, in 

midst of fens and quagmires, 

plsja around me, and around 

' ttyowing me back again, 

lever I 'tliink myself in tlie 

track. But there is one 

}n point, in which all Bhall 

_!et,err widely as they may. In 

that I shall be laid quietly down 

it last: and then ivill all my 

Wlamlties be at an end. 

fiat how I stray again; stray 
fiflBi diy intention; I would only 
we said, that I had begun a 
IsUer lo my cousin Morden some 
AneRgo: but Ihatnowlcan never 
nrflt You will believe I cannot: 
In Iwff sh^ai I tell him that all 
Uatamplimcntsaremisbestowed? 
Tint ail his advice is thrown 
fnj^ All hia warnings vaiu't 
Ana that eveDmyhighesteipecta- 
tioo-is to be the wife of that free 
lim, whom he ao pathetically 
MRU me to shun? 

Let me, however, have ; 
Msjers joined with my own (my 
mte depending, as it seems, upon 



the lipi of »uck a man) "that, 
whatever shall bemydestiny.that 
dreadi'ul part of my father's male- 
diction, that 1 may be punished 
by the man in whom he supposes 
I put my confidence, may not 
take place; that this, for Mr. 
Iiiirelare's own sake, and for the 
sakeof A'^mnnitfildre, may notbel 
Ur, if it benecesaaiv, in anpport 
of the parental authority, tliat I 
should be punished by /iioi, thatit 
ma.y uot be by bin piemediialed or , 
icil/\il baseness; but that I ma^ 
be able to acquit his intattion, if 






Other 



r)t 



fault will appear to be doubled 
the eye of the event -^judging 
'd. And yet, methmks, I 

d be glad that the unkiadoess 

of my father and uncles, whose 
hearts have already been too 
much wounded by my error, may 
be justified in every article, ei- , 
cepting in this heavy curse; and 
that my father will be pleased lo 
withdraw that before it be gene- ■ 
rally known.- at least that most \ 
dreadful part of it which regards 
futurity! 

1 must lay down my pen. I ', 
must brood over these reflections. , 
Once more, before 1 inclose my 
cousin's letter, [ will peruse it. 
And then I shall have it by beort . 



SuBiiny uighl, May 7. 

WiJBN you reflect upon my im- 
happy situation, which is attended , 
with BO many indelicate and even , 
shocking oitcunw.t».iuiWi, a»«aa <A. 
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which my pride will not let me 
think of with patience; !i)l aegi'a- 
vated by the contents of my 
couBJn'B afTeclJDg letter; you will 
not wonder that the vapouiiahncsa 
which has laid hold of idt heart 
ehould rise to my pen. And yet 
it would be more kind, more 
Erieudly in me, to conceal from 
yiiti, who lake such a egi 
laterest in myconccrns, thai 
part of my griefs , which 
1 complaint 



But to whom can I unhosom 
myself but to you? When the 
man whoought to be my protector, 
as he has hroughf upon me all 
my diBtreBsca, adds to my ap- 
prehensions; when 1 have not 
even a servant on wliose fidelity 
I call rely , or to whom I cau hreak 
my griefs as Ihej arifie; and when 
his bounlifnl temper and gay 
heart attach every one to Iiiiq: 
and I am but a esplier, to give him 
BiKuifioance , and myself ■pavil — 
These griefs, thertfore, do what 
I can, will sometimes burst into 
tears; and these, mingling with 
my ink, will blot my paper. And 
J know you will not grudge ■ " 
the temr™ ■- " —'■■-' 



■HI 



that'call. 



> suppose it needed even 



Bot f 






I left off with m my last , when I 
intended rather to apologise for 
my melancholy. But let what 
I have aboTB written , once for all, 
be my apology. Aly misfortunes 
have DiTen you a call to discharge 
thenoblestoSicesof thefriendship 
we have vowed to each other, in I 
adrice and consolation; ana it 
woald be an iojary to it, and to 




She f/ian tells Min Hmrm, Ihatmi 
liar clolkes arecoi 
tare i» cotilimially ttraiiiig tefti 

go abroad wUh klm in a ei 

alleniled by whom 
her oton triE. vitherj'or lit ■! 
or to thii public diFBTi ' 
She g'fesllieporliculartq/met 
vnrsatiuH that has palled betwtOt 
Ih-m on that tutiftct. and Ml 
sei-iral pi-oposati, Bvt takis 
iiQlice Ihnt he soys not ike least 
word of the solemmly which hi 
lU Muc/i prrssed/nr befort Ihtlj 
came to luwn; ondwhlclt, aula 
I obiemrSy was 7ieeessary to glw- . 
proiirieti] to his pi-oposoli. 

Now, my dear, saya she, loi 
uot bear the life I live. I f . 
be glad at rav heart to be out. 
bis reachl If I were, he eboiL 
soon fin<l Ihe differcnct. IflniU 
be humbled , it had better be % 
those to whom 1 owe duty, 
by him. My aunt writes in 
letter*, that SHE dare not p) 
any thing in my favour. Yon t^L 
me, that, upon enquiry you find^ 
that, had it not been iuibiip{^ 
seduced away, a change of ma, 
sures was nctuatly reaolved upotl'fl 
and that my moiher, parlloulai'" 
was determined to exert hw 
for the restoration of the fi 
peace; and, in order to sdccm 
the better, had thouglits of tryin 
to engage my uncle Ilarlowe I 
her party. , 

Let me build on these faaodf 
tions. I can but try, tay d 
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ny duty to try all probable joot knowledge of the state of 
Is to restore tlie poor oiit-,thinga between Mr. Lovelace and 
i favour. And who knows me) assure him not only of tba 
:at once indolgcnC uncle, 'above partienlar, but that I am 
LS very great weisht in tbe under no obligatians that shall 
, may be induced to infer- binder me from taking bis direc- 
D my behalf? I will give|tions?" 

right and title to my grand- 1 I submit the whole to your dis- 
« devises and bequests, cvelion, whether to pursue it at 
U my heart and soul, to all;, or in vrhattnauner. Butifhe 
tbeyplease,inordprtoinflke Ae pursued, and if my ancierefuBes 
opoaal palatable to my; to interest himeelt' in my favour 
And that my surreuder' upon Mr. Hickman's application 
efieelual, I will engage as from you (for so, for obvioug 
bmaity, |rcasous,itmust beput){lcan then 

A thins you, my dear, of have uo hope; and my ne&t step, 
xpedient? Surely, thcyiin the miud 1 am in, shall be to 
resolve to renounce me for throw myself into tbo protection 
ilf they look w)iii impartial of the laaies of his family. 

' ' ' ' 'It were an impiety to adopt the 

following lines, because it nould 
be throwing upon the decrees o' 



at , 

mon what bos huppened, 

fl] bavesorantbing to bl " 

(JS-ffor, HB well as me. 

leume, that you will be of | Provide uue a tault too much my 



I that this expedii>nt 
trying, Unt V ' 
ty; iri should 
eart«d brothoi 
y confederiitud them all! 
itj^e, that my letter would; 
ided about from one to 
t, till he had hardened 
&ae to refuse my request;. 
IS, could my uncle been-' 
to espouse my cause, as 
huetf, I should havE some 
as I presi^tpe to 'tbiu^ h,e 
kooD have my moltfe); and 
\,\ pf his party. 
1^ therefore, I am thinking 
liu — "Suppose Mr. Uick- 
itbosc good character has 
bim every body's respect, 
put himself in my uucle 
— "--ray? And (as if from 



But otteu do I revolve 



ly Cuetaro sollty: but my hsin li free. 

Tbe (otfi/ datet again on Monday, 
to let ilia Ihura Unew, that Mr. 
Lotntace, on oOterving her tm- 
e'liiiieti, had inlrodticed lo her 
Mr, Mimarll, Mn. Frelehville't 
kiiiiman who managed all her 
affairs, a/ia calti him a young 
nJ'Jieer lif lenie and politeneit, 
who gaiie her an account nfthe 
home and/arnitllre, to the *onw 
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fffeel that Mr. L»Mlaet had dmia 
b^fort;* BM alto iff the mtlan- 
cAo/y may jtfrj. Fretchville ii in. 

Sh« ttlh Miu Howe how exlreinrly 
vrgmtUr.Lovelaeewaimilli Hit 
gmttltman, to g<it J/». Lovelact 
{at h» now tthtnyt enlli her be- 
fore company) a tight of thr 
hotUB! and that Mr. MenneU 
undnrtook that cerif nftemoon l<i 
<A*tD her all of it, ercepl Ihe 
apartment Mrt. Fretch villeshuul<l 
lie in Mihen the went. But Ih 
the ehote not to take another it, 
till the kneto hotti tlie approved 
Iff her teheme to have hi-t 
taanded, and with what ii 
if tried, il would be attend 

Mr. Lovelace, m hit li\ 
v>ay, giret hit/Hend anaecoiii 
Hf the ladff't peeeithneii and di 
jection, on roeeiving a Irller toil 
her elothet. He regreli llial lie 
hat lotl her eonfidonee ; which h, 
ttttribiitet to hit briiigijig hei 
into Ihe company qf liii fwi 
eompaniom. Yet he thintt lu 
must oxcure them, and ceiuim 
her far over-niceneit ;for thiit h- 
never law men liehave letter, a 
leatl not tben^ 



Now, tfaek, savt he, was it not 
ver^kindof Mr. MenneU [faplain 
Hetmell I aometimea .called liim 



along with me bo readllj as he 
did, to B&tiafy my beloved about 
the vBpouiitih lady and the hoiue 1 

Bat who is Capt. Uennellf 
methinka thou atkeat: I neTer 
heard of auch a man as Capttun 
Meouell. 

Very likely. But knowest thou 
not yonng Newcomb, honest Dole- 
~ian'a nephew? 

0-hol It is he? 

It is. And I have changed hit 
ame by virtue of mj own single 
anthorit}'. Knoweatthon not that 
1 am a great name-father? Pre- 
ferment I bestow, both militair 
and civil. I give estates, and take 
them away at my Measure. Qua- 
lity too I create. And by a still 
~ ire TBloable prerontive, I 

Ifcde, by virtue of my own 
imperial will, without any othei 
act of forfeiture than for my own 
convenience. What a poOT thing 
■1 a monarch to me ! 

fint|Mennell, now he has seen 
this augelof awoman,hasqualniaI 
that'a the devil! — I Bhall have 
enough to do to keep liim right. 
But it ia the leas wonder thM he , 
should stagger, when a few hours 
conversation with the same lady 
could make four much more 
hardened varlets find hearts — 
onlv, that 1 am confident that I 
shall at last reward her virtue, 
if her virtue overcome me, or I 



it not very kind in him] to come 

•SMLeHwiUI. 
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tr, doted Mondaji Bat how gh&U I find this ^ 

atfatliiwi; : since her Dorciu knowH no more 

' of her dressiDe and undreaaing 
erveTBO lady keeps me at than her Lovelace? FDr ahe is 
jatauce, that I am sure dressed for the day before she 
ine IB going on betweeniappears even to her servant, 
1 MissHowe, notnitbstand- 1 Vilely aoapicious! Upon my soul, 
e prohibition from Mrs. Jack, a suBpiciona rentper is a 
to both: and as I have , punishable temper. If a woman 
ititBouie degree of meritiniBuapects a rogne in an honest 



9 



a punish others for their 
^sBions, 1 am of opinion 
ath these girla are puniah- 
t their breach of parental 
iona. Andas totheirletter- 
^I have been inquiring into 
' of living; and finding him 
eouunon poacher, a dcer- 
, and warren-robber, who, 
^letenoeofhiggling, deals 
fset of cuatomers who con- 
r take alt be brings, whe- 
Hi, fowl, or venison, IhoEd 
t justified (since Wilson's 
ranee must at preaent be 
1) to hare him stripped and 
K, and what money he has 
j^oim given to the poor 
)t money ' 



'xtairni 



n, I ab^ll be suspected. 

Te one's self, and punish 

1 at the aame time, is 

e public and private. The 

a not made for such a man 

And I must come at cor- 

disobediently 

_a second thoughts, ifl 
ind out that the oearcrea- 
rried any of her letters in 
>kets, 1 can get ber to ai 
■ to a concert, and she may 
ue misfortune to lose her 



ia it not enough to make the 
nonest man who knows it a rogue? 
But, as to her pockets, I think 
my mind hankers after them, as 
the leas mischievous attempt. But 
they cannot hold all the letters 
that I should wish to see. And yet 
pockets are half as deep 
high. Tied round the 
'■' t 1 presume, s*--' 



, should blow away 



lie then, in apprehsniion that 
nomething >> madilalmg belieatn 
tka two ladiet , or thai lomelhing 
may be let on Joot lo get Sftti 
UarlutBe out f\fkii hands, relaha 
iBverol of hit eoittrivancfi , and 
boasli nj hia imlrttctioiu given 
in writing lo Doreat , and to hit 
tervanl ffitlSwrnnentondiayi, 
thai he hni proeided againit 
fvrry poisitle dec/dent, even lo 
bring her back 1/ ike ihuuld 
escape , or ia O'ue the should go 
abroad, and tlien refuse to re- 
turn; and liapei 10 to manage, a* 
thai., should he make en attempt, ^ 

lahrtker lie ntcceeded ia it ornot, ^ 
lie may ha\e a preleact la detain . <^V 
her. /^' 

\1 /^/ „ 
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■ Bk then proceeds ai/a 
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papen, before ihe removea any 
. ^.^ . ___,^ ihiiig, toobgervehowiilies, that 

1 have otdBred Dorca* tofcnlti- ^j^^ "^^ replace »11 to » hair. 
TaM by »ll means her lady ■ g^ ^j p^n- ^xa occasionaQr 
&votir; to lament her incapacity helpto traniicribe. Slowuidnin 
M to writing and reading; to iritb snch an Argoi-eyed channet 
abew Utter* to her lady, aa .ftom i ^^^^ ^^ ^^ movement*, 
pretended CMHtfiT lelatiDm; to j^ j, impouible that one m 
beg her «dviw.lipw to «>»''5'lyounK and so inexperienced M 
them, andtog*ttemftnBwered;;;^g ^ ^^^ have all the eautioo 
Slid to be always wmuig ■■ craw- 1 ^^^ herself : the behaviour of the 
ling with a pen , lest inky fiofferB|j|gj, ^^ unexceptionable? no 
■hould give suspicion. I ""'^'reTellingB, no company ever ad- 
moreover given the wench an ^^^^^^ futo this mner-'honse; all 
ivory-leaved pocket-book, "th a jg^, jgt and easy in it; tha 
•ilver pencil, that she may make ^p,pi,s ^ell-bred and well-read; 
memoTanda on occasion. U^^ g„t disgUBts to the old ons 

And, letmetfll thee, that the got over. — ItmuBtheMiasHowe, 
lady has already (atMrs.Sincltur'ft I therefore, (who once W8B in danger 
motion) removed her clothes out of being taken in by one of our 
of the trunks they came in, into class, bv honest Sir George tSil- 
ample mahogany lepoaitoryj^arastliouhast heardlthatmakti 

-. 'II 1T« «» A. 11 lonn^h' ,1 ----- J?ar »• 



where they will he at fiilllengtl , 
and which has drawers in it for 
linen. A repository that used to 
hold tbe richest suits which some 
of the nympha put on , when they 
are to be dressed out to captivate 
or to ape quality. For many 
countess, tfir- *- -* '■-" " 



u kaowest, has our 



i °Va 



> or 



three duchesses, who live 

qiialrly-lermt with their lords. 
till a to auch as will come up to her 
price, and can make an appear- 
ance like quality themselves on 
the occasion: for the reputation 
of persona of birth mast not lie 
at the mercy of every wider- 

A master-key, which will open 
every lock in this chest, ia put 
into Dorcas's hands; andaheiato 
take care, when she aevchea for 



'hou seest, Belford, by tfcs 
above precautinnaries, thatl lO^^ 
nothing. As the song aays, it^ 
imagined 



So far, so good. I shall never mt 
tilll have aiscovered, inthefirt 
place, where the 'dear creatnrt 
puts her letters; and in the nert 
till I have got her to a pUf,!* 
a conceit, or to tELke on timt% 
with me out of town for a di^N 



I gave thee just now some of H 
contrivances. Dorcas, who is eW 
attentive to all her lady's W- , 
tiona,has ^venmesomBinatllwM 
of her intfirWf preea~*' — "^ 
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Utten, it Eeema, in 

; priclu the wafera; 

ihen teaU upon them. No 

' but the same care is tnken 



of the latter before she opens 

ihI, I mnst come at them. 
difficulty augments my 
sity. Strange, so much as 
nites, ajid at all hours, that 
le sleepy or forgetful mo- 
las offered in our favourl 
fair conlentioa, thou aeeat; 
l««d thoti in her favour her 
^ berfieou'j, herfawili/, her 
Ik CBEDDi.rtr,shehaanone: 
with regard to her tksoeh 
'■ am I not a yovn/j fellow my- 
Ab to Brabtj; pr'ythee, 
j do' thou, to apare my mo- 
, make a comparison bc- 
iiay CUriasfij'for a iiinwan. 
hy Lovelac»ftt a mon. Foi 
^IMUT, tbfit'.'.itas not known 
coBiifryaceiituryBgn: and 
B them all but her. Have 1 
sine? — For her rOBTmii 
ne, thou knowcat, was ever 
lux with me; and thia for 
<a» not ignoble. Do not girji 
vtimo adorn thedselvea oi 
iM to engage our attention? 
; they not to draw ua into 
"^mares? Depend they not, 
■illy, on their fortunes, in the] 
they have upon ua, inore 
en their meritsi Shall we de- 
•vatsta of the benefit of their] 
^f-aependance? — Can I, i 
Ittienlar, marry itvenj girl A 
prisbes to obtain my notice V 
lieiefoTe , in support of the ' 



libertine principles for which oo&e 
of the awect roguea hate us, k 
woman of fortune ia brought to 
yield homage to her emperor, and 
any consequcncea attend the mb- 
jugi>t!on,\a not such a one shielded 
by her fortune, as well from insult 
mid contempt , ae from indigence 
— all, then, that admits of debate 
between my beloved and me. Is 
ouly this — which of the two has 
more icit , more circumfpeclion — 
and that remains to be tried. 

Asadlife, however, this life of 
doubt and suspense, for the poor 
lady to live, 33 well as for me; 
that is to say, if she be not na- 
(II rai/y jealous, — Ifshebe,her 

■""" ia constitutional, and 

help it; nor will it, in 
hurt her. For a aua- 



its baud. My fair-one, therefore, 
if naturallysuspioious, is obliged 
(o me for saving her the trouble of 
Kluilyhiij for these occasions — but, 
after all, the plainest paths in our 
journeya through life are the 
safest and best, I believe, al- 
though it is not given me to 
choose them. I am not, however, 
singular in the pursuit of the more 
intricate paths; since tliere are 
thousands, and ten thousands, who 
had rather fish in ^troubled waters 
than in smooth. 



Taeia«r, MiiyS. ._ 

I AKa veiy unhappyraan. Thia 
lady is «aid to be one of the svoA- 
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est tempered creatures in the 
world: and so I thoaeht her. Bat 
to me she is one of tne most per- 
verse. I never was supposed to be 
an ill-natured mortal neither. 
How ean it be? I imagined for a 
Ipnff while that we were bom to 
male each other happy : but quite 
the contrary ; we really seem to be 
sent to pla^e each other. 

I will write a comedy, I think : I 
have a title ready ; and that's half 
the work. TheQM€irrehvmeLnver», 
'Twill do. There's something new 
and striking in it. Yet, more or 
less, all lovers quarrel. Old 
Terence has taken notice of that; 
and observes upon it, that lovers 
falling out occasions lovers falling 
in\ and a better understanding of 
coarse. 'Tis natural that it should 
be so. But with uh , we fall out so 
often, without falling in once ; and 
a second quarrel so generally hap- 
pens before a first is made up; 
that it is hard to guess what event 
our loves will be attended with. 
But perseverance is ray glory, and 
patience my handmaid, Tnien I 
have in view an object worthy of 
my attempts. What is there in 
an easy conquest? Hudibras ques- 
tions well, 

What madjlover ever dy^d 

To gain a soft and easy bride ? 

Or, for a lady tender-hearted , 

In purling streams or hemp departed? 

But I will lead to the occasion 
of this preamble. 

I haa been out. On my return, 
meetiog Dorcas on the stairs — 
Your lady in her chamber, DoV- 
cas? In the dining-room, sir: and 
if tirer yonhopefor an opportunity 



to come at a letter, it mast be now. 
For at her feet I saw one lie, which, 
as may be seen by its open folds, 
she has been reading, with a little 
pftrcel of others she is now busied 
with — all pulled out of her 
pocket, as I believe: so, sir, you'll 
know where to find them another 
time. 

I was ready to leap for joy, and 
instantly resolved to bring for- 
ward an expedient which I had 
held in petto; and entering into 
the diniog-room with an air of 
transport, I boldly clasped my 
arms about her, as she sat; she 
huddling up her papers in her 
handkerchief all the time; the 
dropped paper unseen. O my 
dearest life, a lucky expedient 
have Mr. Mennell and I hit upon 
just now. In order to hasten Mrs. 
Fretchville to quit the house, I 
have agreed, if you approve of it, 
to entertain her cook, her house- 
maid, and two men-servants, 
(about vfhom she was very soli- 
citous) till you are provided to 
your mind. And that no accom- 
modations may be wanted , I have 
consented to take the houdchold 
linen at an appraisement, i - 

I am to pay down five hundred 
pounds, and the remainder as 
soon as the bills can be looked up, 
and the amount of them adjusted. 
Thus will you have a charming 
house entirely ready to receive 
you. Some of the ladies of my 
family will soon be with you: they 
will not permit you lon^ to sus- 
pend my happy dajr. And that 
noticing may be wanting to gratify 
your utmost punctilio, I will tiU 
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% then consent to atftj here at Mrs 

■■Sinclair's, while you reside at^'oui 

nnew house; and leave the rest to 

•your own gfnerosity. my be- 

''--- id creature, will not this be 

eeable U> ;ou? 1 sm sure it 

- it muat — and claaping her 

r to me, I gave her h, more 

rrent kiss than ever I had dnred 

» give her before. I permitted 

ot my ardour to overcome my 

I discretion however; for 1 look 

■otoBctmyfoot upon the lelter, 

Pud scraped it further from her, as 

^ it were behind her chair. 

She was in a pasfllon at the 

liberty ! took. Bowing low, I 

begged beri)ardon; and stooping 

(till lower, in the same moment, 

[|lcH)k up the letter, and whipt it 

^bto my boaom. 

" Pox on me for a puppy, a fool, a 

Mskhead, a clnmsy varlet, a 

biere Jack Belford ! — I thought 

iByscIf amuchclevprerfeilowliiaii 

S am! — Why could I not have 

"wnfollowed in byDorcaa; who 

ight have taken it up whilel ad- 

_«B«ed her lady? 

t For here, the letter being nn- 

'ded, I could not put it in my 

._iORi, without alarming her eara, 

Lsmysudden motion did her eyes. 

-Up Bhe flew in a moment : Trai- 

■jt! Judasi her eyes flaehing 

;litmiig, and a perturbation in 

It eager countenance so charm- 

g! — What haveyou tnkenup? 

- And then, what for both my 

I durst not have done to her, 

A Oiftde no scruple to sei^e the 

Mto letter, though in my boaom. 

What was to oe done on so 

«lpable a detection ? — 1 claspedi 
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her hand, which had hold of the 
ravished paper, between mine: O 
my beloved creature! aaid I, can 
you think I have not some curio- 
iity? Is it possible you can be 
thus for ever employed; and I, 
loving narrative letter- writing 
above every other species of writ- 
ing, and admiring your talent that 
w»y, should not (thus upon th6 
dawn of my happiness , as I pre- 
sume to hope) bum with a desiifl 
to be admitted into so sweet s 
correspondence? 

Let go my hand! — stamping 
with her pretty foot: How dare 
you, sir! — At this rate, I see — 
loo plainly I see — and more Bh« 
could not say: but, gasping, was 
ready to faint with passion and 
affright; the devil a bit of ber ac- 
customed gentleness to be seen in 
her charming face, or to be heard 
in her musical voice. 

Having gone thus far, loth, very 
loth WRsl to loae my prize — onca 
more I got hold of the rumpled- 
up letterl — Impudent man! were 
her words: stamping again. For 
GoiTt tnhe , then tt was. I let ^ 
my prise, lest she should faint 
awny; hut had the pleasure first 
to find my band within both hers, 
she trying to open my reluctant 
fingers. How near was my heart 
at that moment to my hand, 
throbbing to my fingers' ends , to 
be thus familiarly, although an- 
grily, treated by the charmer of 
my soul 1 

When she had got it in hep pos- 
aesBion, she flew to the door, t' 
threw myself in ber way, shot it, 
hnd, in the hnublest manner 
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besought her to forgive me. And 
vet do jou think the Horlowe- 
Dearted cbonner (not with standing 
the agreeable annuncialionl camE' 
m with) would forgive me? — Nc 
truly ; bat pushing me rudeljfroni 
[he door, aa if I h&d been nothing, 
^et do I love to try, so innocent^ 
to tiy, her strength too !| she gain- 
ing that force through piissior 
wnichlhad lost through fear, out 
she shot to her own apnrtment 
[thank my stars she could Sy 
farther! J; and as soon aa : 
entered it, in a passion bIiII, sbe 
double-locked and double-bolted 
herself in. Thia my comfort, oo 
reflection, that upon a greater 



I retreated to my o 



nt, with my heart full ; anil roy 
n Will notoeing near me, gave 
myself a. plaguy knock on '' " 
forehead with my double fist. 

And now ia my charmer shut np 
from me: refusing to see me; re- 
ftising hermoals. SheresolvPs tinf 
to see me that's more; — Never 
a^ainisshecanhelpit; andimhe 
tmitd Hie is in — Ihopesbehassiiiil. 

The dear creatures, whenever 
they quarrel with their humble 
serrantB, should always remember 
thia saving clause, that they may 
not be forsworn. 

But thinkesi thou that I will not 
make it the subject of one of my 
first plots to intorm myself of the 
reason why all this commotion 
was necessary on so alight an oc- 
casion aa thia would have been, 
were not the letters that pass 
between these ladies of 4 treasoo- 
able nature. 



No admission to breakfast , ac 

ore than to supper. I wish tb 

lady is not a simpleton, after all. 

1 have sent upinCapt. MeanelJ 

A message from Capl. Mennell 
madam. 

It won't do, Sheiaofbabyai 

She cannot be — a Solomon,! w 

going to say, in every thing. 8 _ 

mon , Jack , was the wisest mU 

jt didst ever hear who was tb 

[seat woman? Iwantacompar 

n for thia lady. Cunning vome 

id witches we read of withon 

imber. Bull fancy iu'Vi/'.m neve 

itered into the characttr of 1 

)man. Itianot ai'equisite.of tfa 

X. Women, indeed,m«kebett< 

sovereigns than men: but. why i 

UiatV — Because the womeR-eoTC " 

are governed by raen, tl 

■overeigns by women. 

Charming, by my aou! I For heno 

ne guess at the rudder by wbic" 

both are steered. 

Hut to put wisdom out of & 
lestion, and to take cunniruf ii 
ttiat ia to say , to consider womai 
an: what shall we do, 



any lett 



Wilsoi 
. , „ -.to! 

any letter directed tor her 

moment it comes. 

I must keep a good look-onl 
lie is not now afraid of hi 
brother's plot. I shan't be at a 
surprised, if Singleton calls upo 
MissUowe as the only person whi 
knimis, oris litcli/ to huiio, whf— 
Harlowe is; pretending 
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e affairs of importaDce, and 
^tionlarBerrice toher, if heci 
it be admitted to her speech — 
[of compromiBe, who knovra, from 
"Wr brother? 
£ Then will Mies Hone vam her 
■ keep close. Then will my pro- 
Btiou be again necessary. This 
Udo,'I believe. Any thing from 
isHowemu^t. 
l.'Joseph Leoian is a vile fellow 
''*t Her, and my implement. 
.. 9ph,Aon«8fJaseph,a3lcalthim, 
Rnaynang himself. I have played 
hun off enough , and have very 
little further use for him. No need 
to wear goo plot to the stumps, 
when I cftu find new ones every 

tJDT blame me forthe use Imake 

qt my talents. Who that has and 
wilUet'embeidle? 

Well then. I will findaStngle 
iMi ; that's all I have to do. 
iMtunllg find one! — Willi 
Sir— 

T^ moment call me hither thy 
■ Eon^ii Paul Whe.atley, just come 
h&tDiwa, whom thou wertrecom- 
nendiogto my service, if I were 
Ftsmurv, and keep a pleasure- 
■Wt 

,Pte»to — Will's gone — Paul 

■ill Ik here presently. Presently 

"in he be gone to Mrs. Howe's. 

U Paul be Singleton's mate, 

f HauDg from bis captain, it will 

■ibu well as if it were Singleton 

lUniielf. 

» little devil, often re- 
ne with the slowness of 
fe prooeedings. But in a play 
'It not the principal entectain- 
-' '- - 'a the first four, aeU t Is 
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not all'in a manner over when you 
come to the fifihl And what a 
vultureof amanmust he be, who 
upon his prey, and in 
ne moment trusses and 
devours? 
But 'to own the truth. 1 have 
'erplotted myself. To make my 
work secure, aslthonght, Ifaave 
Frighted the dear creature with 
the sight of my four Hottentots, 
and I shall be a longtime, Idoubt, 

_ . ver my lost 

ground. And then this cursed 

family at Harlowe Place have 

made her out of humour with me, 

with herself, and with all the inm-ld, 

but Miss Howe, who, no doubt, is 

mtinually adding difficulties to 

I y other difficulties. 

I am very unwilling to have 

icourse to measures wbich these 

demons below are continually 

urging mo to takot because I am 

re that at last 1 shall be brought 

make her legally mine. 

One complete trial over, and I 

think I will do her noble justice! 



ready — has allTiis lessons, 
notable fellow! — Lord W.'a ne- 
cesaaryman was Paul before ha 
went to sea. A more sensible 
rogue Paul than Joseph! Not 
Buch a pretender to piety neither 
aa the other, Atwhatapricehave 
I bought that Joseph! I believe 
I must punish the rascal at last: 
but must let him marry first; then - 
(though that may be punishment- 
enough) 1 shall punish two at once 
in the man and his wife. Ajsitts^ 
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meet for her beharionr to inj' 
goddess? 

fintnow I hear the mat)' hinges 
of mj beloved's door give me 
cxe&king invitation. My heart 
creaks and throbs with respondent 
trepidatiooa : whimsical enough 
thoucbt For what relation has a 
lover B heart to a nutr pair of 
iuDgea? But they Hre the bingea 
that open and shntthe door of my 
beloved's bedchamber. Relation 
enongb in that. 

I hear not the door shat arain. 
I shall receive her commands , I 
hope, aaon. What signifies her 
keeping lae thus at a distance? 
She must be mine, let me do or 
offer what I wilL Courage when- 1 
ever I assume, alt is over: for. 
should she think of escaping from 
fa^Dce, whit her can she fly to avoid 
me ! Her parents will not receive 
her. Her DDclea will not entertain 
her. Her beloved Norton is in 
their direction, and cannot. Miss 
Howe dare not She has not one , 
friend in town but me— isentirely 
a stranger to the town. And what' 
then is the matter with me, that 1 1 
should be thus uii»ccoantably | 
over-awed and tyrannized over by I 
a dear creature who wants only to 
know how impossible it is that she I 
should escape me, in order to be | 
as humble to me as she is to her 
persecuting relations ! 

Should I even make the grand 
attempt, and fail, and should she 
hate me for it, her hatred can be 
but temporary. She has alreadv 
inourred the censure of the world. 
She must therefore choose to be 
mine, for the sake of soldering np 



her reputation in the eye of 
impudent world. For, wiio 
knows me, and knows that she' 
been in ray power, though bnl 
twenty-four hours, will think 
spotlessas tofact,let faeri: 
tion be what it will? And 
Auniaii nalure is soch awell-ki 
rogue, that every man and wi 
judges by what each knows of 1 
or herself, that mclmaiian !' 
more to be trusted , where at 
portunity is given, than / 
especially where a woman y< 
and blooming loves a man 
enough to go off with htm; 
such will be the world's const' 
tion in the present case. 
I She calls her maid Dorcaa. 
doubt, that I may hear her ha 
nioufl voice, and to give mi 
opportunity to pour ont my 
at her feet; to renew all ray t. 
and to receive her pardon for 
past offence: and then, with f 
pleasure shall 1 begin upon a 
score, and afterwards wipe 
that; and begin another. 
BDOther, till the'^af offence pai 
and there can be mi otherf . 
once, after that, to be forgii 
will be to be forgiven forever. 

The door is again shut. D<.- 
tells me, that her lady denied 
admit me to dine with heri 
favour 1 bad ordered the wr- 
lo beseech her to grant roe, 
neit time she saw her >- not 
civilly, however, denies — col 
to by degreses! Nothing but 
last offence, the hoaeet wench ' 



n the la 
pals below, * 



o with her. 
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s meditatinf. Yet 
jant heart of mine 
S^i me booty. 

r ButherelcoDclude; though the 
tfrtmnesB leaves me nothing to do 
Nt to read, write, tind fret. 
i Snbscrirtion is formal between 
u. Besides I am bo totally hers, 
ttkt I cannot say hon niuch I am . 
"■"■"le or auy other person's. | 



It, my dear, you approve of the 
application to my uncle Hariowe, 
Inieh it mar be made as soon aa 

fossible. Wearequileout aeain., 
have shut myself up from Iiim.; 
The offence indeed notary e'"''atj 
— and yet it is too. He haa like j 
to have got a letter. One of yours. 
"" ' lever will I write again, or' 
_ use my papers , in an apart- 
pkent where he thinks himself 
wtitled to come. He did not read | 
I line of it. Indeed he did not. 
lodon'tbeuneasy. And depend 

,■ Thus it was. The sun being 
<a my closet, and Mr. Lovelace 

road— 

a Utn giret Mia Howe an ac- 

ttml of flit coming 1,7, tin: 

f priie upon her: of liii JIullrriiig 

rech: nf lits bold iiidreii! If 
ttruggle viilh kirn Jar Ih 
' htUr.Jl-c. 

' ■ And now, my dear,proe,e«(f» she, 

f <I am more and more convinced, 

" Lt I am too much in his power 



to make it pmdent to stay with 
bira. And if my friends mil but 
give me hope, I will resolve to 
abandon him for ever, 

O my desr! he is a fierce, a 
foolish, an insolent creature! — 
And in truth, I hardly eiQCct that 
we ran accommodate. How much 
unhnppier am I already with him 
than my mother ever was with my 
father after marriagel Since (and 
that without any reason, an^ 
pretence iu the world for it) he ib 
for breaking my spirit before 1 am 
hia, and while I am, or ought to be, 
[0 my folly, that lam not!] in my 
own power. 

Till I can know whether my 
friends will give me hope or not, I 
]must do whati never studied to do 
; before in my case; thatis, tryto 
I keep tbis difference open: and 
j yet it will make me look U'lle in 
mij nicnei/e^; becauselshall mean 
' by it more than I can own. But 
tbis is one of the consequences 
of a step 1 shall ever deplore! 
The natural fruits of all engage- 
ments, where the miuda are un- 
pared — dis-pared , in my case, 
may I say. 

Let this evermore be my caution 
to individuals of my ses — guard 
your eye; — 'twill ever be in a 
combination against your judg- 
ment. If there are two parts to be 
taken, it will for ever, b'aitor as it 
is, take the wrong one. 

If you ask me, my dear, bow 
this caution befits me? let me tell 
you a secret, which I have bat 
very lately found out upon self- 
examination, although you seem 
to have made the discovery long 
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ago; that had not mj foolish eje me from wxitm^. Sarelj I ^mof 
been too much attaclied, I had not age to dutingauh between reaaon 
taken the pains to attempt, so and caprice. lam not writing to 
offidonsly as I did, the pTerention a man, am I ? — If I werecanyuig 
of mischitf between him and some on a correspondence with a fellow 
of my fsmilj, which first indaced of whom mv mother disapproTed, 
the correspondence between ns. and whom It might be improper 
and was the occasion of bringmz for me to encourage, mj own 
the apprehended mischief with honour and mj duty would engage 
double weieht upon myself. My my obedieuce. But as the case 
▼anity and conceit, as far as I is so widely different, not awoid 
know , might have part in the in- more on this subject , I beseedi 
considerate measure: for does it you! 

not look as if I thought myself I much approre of your resola- 
more capable of obriating diffi- tion to leave this wretch, if you 
culties than any body else of my ' can make up with your uncle, 
family? ' ■ I hate the man — most heartily 

But you must not, my dear,)doIhatehim.forhi8teaslng.way8. 
suppose my heart to be still a con- 1 The very reading of your account 
federate with my eye. That dc- of them teases me almost as much 
luded eye now clearly sees its ' as they can you. ^lay you haTC 
fault , and the misled heart de- ' encouragement to fly the foolish 
spises it for it. Hence theapplica-! wretch! 

I hare other reasons to wish jqn 
may: for I have just made an 
acquaintance with one who knows 
a vast deal of his private historj;. 
The man is really a villain, my 
dear! an execrable one! if all M 
true that I have heard! and yet I 
am promised oUier particulars. I 
do assure vou, my dear friend, 
that, had he a dozen lives, he 
mieht have forfeited them all, 
and been dead twenty crimes ago. 
If ever you condescend to tSlk 
familiariy with him again, ask 
him after Miss Betterton, and 
what became of her. And if he 
shuffle and prevaricate as to her. 



tion I am making to my uncle: 
hence it is, that I can say, J think 
truly) that I would atone for my 
fault at any rate, even by the 
sacrifice of a limb or two , if that 
would do. 

Adieu, my dearest friend! — 
May your heart never know the 
hondnMith part of the pain mine 
at piresent feels! prays 
Your 
Claxissa Hablows. 

I.ETTER LXXZI. 
MlM H«w« lo MiM CUrisM Harlowe. 
WedBMday, iUj 10. 

I tm^ write! No num shall write 
forme.* 



OlwiMft propowt 
■■ How«. 



Jfr. Bkkm&m to 
See I/etter Izix. 



No woman shall hinder ^^ff *'<«^ ^^ »^out MissLoc^yjar. 
L •«.«« If. MMi^j^ —O, my dear, the man's a Villain! 



I will have your uncle sounded, 
as you desire, and that immediate- 



Tia Uard to say what the 
3 of your estale would do 
me people: and yet I mvist 
■whenit comcB to thetestiper- 
rou to make it. 

1 VOQP Hannah continues ill, I 
a advise yon to try to attach 
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'iih you could eome at Home 
iletlere. Surely aman ofhii 
[gent character cannot hi 
ij-i goftrded. If he be, and if 
cannot engage !/niir servant, 
all Buspect them both. Let 
be called upon at a short 
ling when he is writing, or 
> ha hat papers lying about, 
eo anrpnse bim into negli- 

Kh inquiries, I know, are of 
Bame nature with (hose we 
^J«t an inn in travelling, when 
took into every cor 
it fot fear of a villa 
Id be frighted out of 
S we to find one. bui tin 
r to detect such a one when 
:eand np.than tobeattacked 
m when in bed and asleep. 
In glad you haveyourclothes. 
«> money! No hooks but a 
:, &Drexeliu3, and a Prarfice 
^ety! Those who tent the 
^ ought to have kept it for| 
^jselvee — bat 1 must hurry ' 
elf fVoin this subject. ' 

vd have exceedingly alarmed 
hf what you bintof bis attempt 
"* one of my letters. I am 
ed by my new informant, 
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that he is the head of a gang of 
wretches, (those he brought you 
among, no doubt, were eome of 
them) who join togetherto betray 
innocent creatures, and to support 
one another afterwards by viol- 
ence ; and were he to come at the 
knowledge of the freedoms I take 
with him, I should be afraid to stir 
out without a guard. 

I am sorry to tell you , that I 
have reason to think that your 
hrotlier has not laid aside hij 
foolish plot, A sun -burnt,' sailor- 
looking fellow was with me just 
now, pretending great service to 
yoii.from Captain Singleton, could 
he be admitted to your speech. I 
pleaded ignorance as to tlie place 
of your abode. The fellow was 
too well instructed for me to get 
any tiling ont of him. 

1 wept for two houraincesaantly 
on reading yours, which inclosed 
that from your consin Morden.* 
My dearest creature, do not desert 
yourself Let your Anna Howe 
jobey the call of that frieudsbip 
I which has united us as one soul, 



I wonder not at the melancholy 
reflections you so often cast upon 
yourself in your letters, for the 
step you have been forced upon 
on one hand , and tricked into on 
the other. A strange fatality! 
Ai if it jnere designed la shew the 
vaniiij of all himon pnirlence. I 
'wish, my dear, asyou'hint, that 
both you and I have not ton much 
prided ovrselvex in a perhaps too 
conscious superiority over others. 
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But I will atop — how apt are 
weak minds to look out for judg- 
menta In any extraordinary event! 
'TJB Eo far right, that it ia better, 
and safer, nndjuster, loarraien 
oureelvcs, or our dearest frieDds, 
than Providence; which must 
always have wise ends to answer 
in ita dispen nations. 

But do not talk, as in one of 
jonr former, of being a warning 
untji .• — You will he as eicellen f 
example as ever you hoped to __. 
as well aa a warning: and thai 
will make your atory, to all that 
ebalL come to know it, of doubli 
efficacy: for were it that such i 
merit as yours couid not ensure ti 
herflclf noble and genevous usagn 
from a libertine heait, who will ex- 
pect anv tolerable behaviour from 
men of nis character? 

If 

into the way of dell , 

anil iflmfiiin lo gn n/f tcilh him, 
what must those giddy ci'catures 
think of themselves, who, without 
half your provocations and in- 
ducements, and without any 
regard to decorum, leap walls, 
drop from windows, and steal 
away from their parents' bou«e, 
to the seducer's bed , in the same 

Again, if you are so ready to 
accuse yourself for dispensing 
with the prohibitions of the mosi 
unreasonable parents, which yel 
were but half- prohibitions at first, 
what Aught those to do who wil- 
fially shut their ears to the advice 
of the most reasonable; and that 
6m Lottar nl*. 
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perhaps, where apparent n 

vad'n<hle'iincnnvenienee,\a^ 
sequenceoftbe^iettefeimrRc 

And,laBtly, to all who willli 
vour story , you will be an e] 
lent example of watchful nesBf 
of that caution and res" ~ 
which a prudent person, 
been supposed to bo a little i 
led, endeavours to mend heret 
and, never once losing sight (4 
duty, does all in her pot ' 
recover the path she naa _ 
ralher driven out of than cbi 
to swerve from. .' 

Come, come, my deareet tib 
consider but these Ibiu^; 
steadily, without desponding,) 
sue your earnest purposei 
amend what you think has I 
amiss; audit may notbeamll 
tune in the end that you 1 
erred; especially as so llttfa 
your will was in your error, i 

And indeed I must say th 
use llie words mhlfl, and eti. 
and such like, only in complifl 
to your own too ready sell 
cusations, and to the opinioi 
one to whom I owe duty: f 
think in my conscience that e* 
part of ynur conduct isdefeosi 
Htid that those only areblamei 
who have no other way to a 
themselves but by condem 

I espect, however, that i 
melancholy reflections as d 
from your pen but loo often, { 
mingle with all your fut'orej 
snrea, were you to many L. 
lace, and were he to mi^ tbo J 
ofhusbanda. 
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I were immensely happy. 



jlToo were immensely I 

>Te tbe happiness ofa 

, atnre, before you knen bii 
ftvery body almost worshipped 
Jrou: envy itae[f, which has of late 
Keared up its venom ona head 
against you, was awed, by your 
■npcrior worllnuesB, into silence 
and admiration. You were t! 
soul of every company where y< 
visited. Your elders have 1 seen 
declining to offer their opinions 
upon a subject till you had de- 
livered yours ; often , to save 
_ theeoBelves themortificationof re- 
a Iheira, when they heard 
Yet, in all this, your sweet- 
F manners, your humility 
Ibd affability, caused the sub- 
todp'tion every one made to your 
p-'kntiiDents , and to your superio- 

2, to be equally unfeigned and 
esitftting; for they saw that 
I their applause, and tbe preference 
they gave you to themselves, sub- 
jected not themselves to insults, 
r exalted you into any visible 
triumph over them: for you had 
ijvays eomethine to say on every 
point you carried that raised the 
jielding- heart, and left every one 
pleased and satisfied with them- 
talvee, though they carried not olf 
■ epaliti. 
Vonr works were shewed orre- 
meil to wherever fine works were 
'Ud oL Nobody had any but 
inferior and second -hand 
DruaefordiligcQce, for economy, : 
to* reading, for writing, forme- 
mofy.fiw facility in learning every 
Qung laudable, and even tor the 
more euvied graces of person and 
dre» , and on all-surpassing 



The poor blessed you every 
tep you trod: the rich thought 
, on their honour, and tookapnde 
that they were not obliged to 
descend from their own class for 
an example that did credit to it 

Though all men wished foryon, 
and sought vou, young as you 
were; yet, had not those who 
were brought to address you been 
encouraged out of sordid and 
rpitpful views, not one of them 
would have dared to lift up his 
eyes to yon. 

Thus hsppy in all about ^on, 
thus making happy all within 
your circle, could you think that 
nothing would hnppentoyou, to 
convinceyou'*o( ji'uiesj'e'in/ Wie 
exenipied fivm the viiuimnn littt — 
To convince you lAal i/iiu mere ltd 
alimlutelg perfect; and that l/ini 
rNU«l not expect t-i pas.f thnmgh life 
mlthiiut trial , leaiplalliin, and mis- 
furl»ne! 

Indeed , it must be owned that 
no trial, no temptation, worthy of 
your virtue, nnd of your prudence, 
could well have attacked yon 
sooner, becauae of your teuder 
years, normore effectually, than 
those heavy ones under which 
yon struggle, since it must be 
allowed, that your equanimity 
and foresight made you superior 
to common accidenU; for are not 
most of the troubles that fall to 
the lotofcommou mortals brought 
upon themselves either by Uiuir 
luo large denirei', or Ion little 'leserli t '. 
— Cases both, trom whi<^h. -^csa. 
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stood exempt. — It was therefore 
to be some man^f or some wtn-se 
yirii iffi the fihape of one, that, 
U)xmed on piirpose, was to be sent 
to inyade yon; while as many 
other such spirits as there are per- 
sons in your family were per- 
mitted to take possession, sever- 
ally, in one dfl^k hour, of the heart 
of every one of it, there to sit 
perching, perhaps, and directing 
every motion to the motions of the 
seducer without, in order to irri- 
tate , to provoke, to push you for- 
ward to tneet htm. 

Upon the whole, there seems, 
as I nave often said , to have been 
a kind of fate in your error, if it 
were an error and this perhaps 
admitted for the sake of a better 
eocample to be collected from your 
suFFBBiNOs! thou could have been 
given y had you never erred: for, 
my dear, the time of adversitt m 
your SHINING -TiMB. 1 SCO it evi- 
dently, that adversity must call 
forth graces and beauties which 
could not have been brought to 
light in a run of^tha^ prosperous 
fortune which attended yOu from 
your cradle till now; admirably 
as you became y and, as we all 
thought, greatly as you deserved 
that prosperity. 

All the matter is , the trial must 
be grievous to you. It b to me: 
it is to all who love you, and 
looked upon you as one set aloft 
to be admired and imitated, and 
not as a mark, as you have lately 
found, for envy., to shoot its 
shafts at 

^ Let what I have written above 
have ita due weight with you , my 



dear; and then, as warm imagi- 
nations are not without a mixtue 
of enthusiasm , your Anna Howe, 
who, on re-perusal of it, imaginei 
it to be in a style superior to her 
usual style, will be ready to flatter 
herself that she has been in a 
manner inspired with the fainti 
that have comforted and raised 
the dejected heart of her suffering 
friend; who, from such hard trials, 
in a bloom so tender, may find at 
times her spirits sunk too low te 
enable her to pervade the. sur- 
rounding darkness, which con- 
ceals from her the hopeful dawn- 
ing of the better day which awaits 
her. 

I will add no more at present, 
than that I am 

Your ever faithful and affeo* 
tionate 

Anna Howb. 

LETTER LXXXn. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Friday, May IS. 

I MUST be silent, my exalted 
friend 9 under praises that oppress 
my heart with a consciousness of 
not deserving them ; at the same 
time that the generous designs of 
those praises raises and comforts 
it: for it is a charming thins to 
stand high in the opinion of those 
we love; and to find that there 
are souls that can carry their 
friendships beyond accidentS| 
beyond body and ties qi blood. 
Whatever^ my dearest creatorCy 
is my shinmg-time, the time of a 
friemVe adversity is yours. And it 
would be almost a nralt in me to 



,_ 3t those afflicliona, which give i 
..I an opportunity bo gloriously 
!|^ ez&t tuose qualities, which not 
^^y ennoble our sex., but dignifj' 

man n&ture. 
L JBut let me proceed[to subjects 
M agreeable. 
~ am aoiry you have reason to 

^ k Singleton's projects are not 

H an eaa. But who knows what 

ilie sailor had to propose? — jet, 

hud any good been intended me, 

tbis method would hardly have 

boea fallen upon. 

_ _pord npon i(, mj dear, your 

ten ^11 be safe. 

t have made a handle of Mr. 

pvelace'a bold attcmiit and free- 

, as 1 told you I would, to 

) bim ever since at a distance, 

\il may have an opportunity 

WS the success of the apolica- 

B to my nncle, and to be at 

Btty to embrace any favourable 

KnfiitifreB tbat may arise from it. 

I Trt he has been very importunate, 

F ttd twice brought Mr. Mcnnell 

' fromHrs.Fretchvitteto talk about 

the house. — Iflnkoiild be ahliged 

1° moke tip toi'l/i him aj/afn, J tkall 

'Smt I am alicay« ilumg myself a 

Trfte. 

As to what yon mention of his 
BBirty-detected crimes; and your 
ulrtce to attach Dorcas to my 
bttrest; and to come at some ol 
Ml letters; these things will re- 
tj!&n more or leas of my attention, 
ulmay hope favour or not from 
Df miele Harlowe. 
iam aorry that my poor Hannah 
tinueaill. F 
n yonrself , i 
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wliether she wants any thing that 
befits her ease. 

1 will not close this letter till to- 
morrow isoverj for 1 am resolved 
to go to church; and this as well 
for the sake of my duty, as to see 
if 1 am at liberty to go out when f 
please without being attended' or 
acuompauied. 

I have not been able to avoid a 
abort debate with Mr. Lovelace. 
1 had ordered a coach to the door. 
When I had notice that it was 
come, I went out of my chamber 
to go to it; but met him dressed 
DD the stairs-bead , with a book in 
bis baud, but without his bat and 
sword, lieasked with an air very 
solemn, yet respectful, if I were 
going abroad, i told him I was. 
He desired leave to attend me, if 
I were going to church. I refused 
him. And then he complained 
heavily of my treatment of him; 
and declarea that,he would not 
live such another week as the past, 
for the world. 

I ovned to him very frankly, 
that I had diade an application 
to my,fViends; and thatlwas re- 
solved to keej) myself to myself 
till I knew the issue of it. 

He coloured, and seemed sur- 
prised. But checking himself in 
aomelhiug he was going to say, 
he pleaUid my danger from 
Singleton, and again desired to 
attend me. 

And then he told me, that Mra. 
Pretchville bad desired to con- 
tinue a fortnight lon^r in the.. 
house. She found, aaidhe, that 
I was nnable to determine alaont 
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entering npon it; and now who 
knows when sneh a vapourish 
creature will come to a resolu- 
tion? This, madam, has been 
an unhappy week; for had I not 
stood upon such bad terms with 
jou, you might have been now 
mistress of that house; and pro- 
bably had my cousm Montague, 
if not Lady Betty, actually with 
you. 

And so, sir, taking all you say 
for granted, your cousin Mon- 
tague cannot come to Mrs. Sin- 
clair's? What, pray, is her ob- 
jection, to Mrs. Sinclair's? Is 
this house fit for me to live in a 
month or two, and not fit for any 
of your relations for a few days? 
— And Mrs. Fretchville has taken 
more time toot — Then pushing 
by him, I hurried down stairs. 

He called to Dorcas to bring 
him his sword and hat; ana 
following me down into the pas- 
sage, placed himself between me 
and the door; and again desired 
leave to attend me. 

Mrs. Sinclair came out at that 
instant, and asked me, if I did 
not choose a dish of chocolate? 

I wish, Mrs. Sinclair, said I, 
you would take this man in with 
you to your chocolate. I don't 
know whether I am at liberty to 
stir out without his leave or not. 

Then turning to him, I asked, 
if he kept me there his prisoner? 

Dorcas just then bnnging him 
his sword eind hat, he opened the 
street door, and taking my re- 
luctant hand, led me, in a very 
obseauious manner, to the coach. 
People passing Dy, stopped, 



stared^ and whispered — bat he 
is so graceful in nis person and 
dress, that he generally takes 
every eye. 

I was uneasy to be so gazed at: 
and he stepped in after me, and 
the coachman drove to St. Paul's. 

He was very full of assiduities 
all the way; while I was as re* 
served as possible: and when I 
returned, dined, as I had done 
the greatest part of the week, by 
myself. 

He told me, upon my resolving 
to do so, that although he would 
continue his passive observance 
till I knew the issue of my appli- 
cation; yet I must expect that 
then I should not rest one moment 
till I had fixed his happy day : for 
that his very soul was fretted with 
my slights, resentments, and de* 
lays. 

A wretch! when I can say, to 
my infinite regret. On « double 
account, that all he complains of 
is owing to himself! 

that I may have good tldinga 
from my uncle! 

Adieu! my dearest friend — 
this shall lie ready for an ex* 
'change (as I hope for one to* 
morrow irom you) that will de- 
cide, as I inay say, the destiny of 
Your 

Cl. Hablowe* 

LSTTER IiXXXni. 
Miss Howe to Mrs. Judith H orton. 

Thursday, May 11. 

GOOD MBS. VORTOV, 

Cjlmkot you, without namine 
nie as an adviser, who am hated 
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by the family, contrive a way to efiPect to her uncle Harlowe: but 
let Mrs. Harlowe know, that in an indirectly^ as from himself, lest, if 
aeddental conversation with me, the apphcation should not be 
you had been assured that my be- attended with success , and Mr, 
loved friend pines after a recon- Lovelace (who alreadv takes it ill 
ciliation with her relations? That that he has so litde other i'avour) 
she has hitherto, in hopes of it, come to know it, she may be de- 
refused to. enter into any obliga- prived of ^t^ery protection, and be 
tion that shall be in the least an perhaps subjected to great incon- 
hinderance to it: that she would veniences from so haughty a spirit, 
fain avoid giving Mr. Lovelace a Having this authority from her, 
right to make her family uneasy and being very solicitous about 
in relation to her grandfather's the success of the application , I 
estate: that all she wishes for still thought that if the weight of so 
is to be indulged in her choice of good a wife, mother, and sister, 
a single life, and, on that con- as Mrs. Haiiowcis known to be, 
dition, would miake her father's were thrown into the same scale 
pleasure her's iwith regard to that with that of Mr. John Harlowe 
^tate: that Mr. Lovelace is con- (supposing he could be engaged) 
tinually pressing her to marry it could hardly fail of making a 
him; and all his friends likewise : due impression, 
bat that t am sure she has so little Mr. Hickman will see Mr. John 
liking to the man, because of his Harlowe to-morrow: by that time 
faulty morals, and of the anti- you.may see Mrs. Harlowe. If Mr. 
pathy of her relations to him, that Hickman finds the old gentleman 
if she had any hope given her of a , favourable, he will tell him , that 
reconciliation, she would forego! you will have seen Mrs. Harlowe 
&11 thoughts of him, and put her- j upon the same account; and will 
self into; her father's protection, advise him to join in consultation 
But that their resolution must be { with her how best to proceed to 
speedy ; for otherwise she would melt the most obdurate hearts in 
find herself obliged to give way the world. 

to his pressing entreaties : and it This is the fair state of the 
might then be out of her power to matter, and my true motive for 
prevent disagreeable litigations, writing to you. I leave all, there- 



I dp assure you, Mrs. Norton, 
upon my honour, that our dearest 
friend knows nothing of this pro- 
cedure of mine : and therefore it 
is proper to acquaint you, in con- 
fidence, with my grounds for it. 
— These are they : 

She had desired me to let |Mr. 
Hickman drop hints to the above 

Qaritsa. IL 



fore, to your discretion ; and most 
heartily wish success to it; being 
of opinion that Mr. Lovelace can- 
not possibly deserve our admirable 
friend : nor indeed know I the man 
who does. 

Pray acquaint me by a line of 
the result of your interposition. 
If it prove not such as may be 
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reasonably hoped for, our dear 
Mend shall know nothing of this 
B^P'fmm. me; and pray let her 
B^/rtoyoui For in that case, it 
woukl.*only-give deeper grief to a 
heari alrea'dy too much afflicted. 
1 am , dear and i^rthy Mrs. Nor- 
ton, 

Your true firtend,'*' 

A^NAHoWiSr 

LETTER tXXXLV. 
Mrs. Norton io Miss Howe. 

DKAR MADAMt Satiurdi^, May 13. 

My heart is almost broken , to 
be obliged to let ^ou know, that 
such is the situation of things in 
the family of my ever-dear Miss 
Harlowe, that there can be at 
present no success expected from 
any apph'cation in her favour. 
Her poor mother is to be pitied. 
I have a most affecting letter from 
her; but must not communicate 
it to you ; and she forbids me to 
let it be known that she writes 
upon the .subject; although she is 
compelled, as it were, to do it, 
for the ease of her own heart. I 
mention it therefore in confidence. 

I hope in God that my beloved 
young ladjr has preserved her 
honour inviolate. I hope there is 
not a man breathing who could 
attempt a sacrilege so detestable. 
I have no apprehension of a fai- 
lure in a virtue so established. 
God for ever keep so pure a heart 
out of the reach of surprises and 
violence ! Ease , dear madam , 1 
beseech you, my over -anxious 
heart, by one line, by the bearer, 
although but by one line, to ac- 
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quaint me (as surely you can) that 
her honour is unsullied. — If it be 
not, adieu to all the comforts this 
life can give: since none will it be 
able to s^ord 

To the poor 

Judith Nobton. 

LfiTTl&R Lxxxy. 
miw Howe to Mrs. Judith Norton. 

Saturday evening, May 13. 

DBAR GOOIb VOMAK, 

YouB belpved-s- honour is in- 
violate! — mtisi be inviolate! and 
ttnll be so, in spite of men and 
devils. Could I havd had ho|)et>f 
a reconciliation, all'my view was, 
that she should not have had this 
man. — All that can be said now, 
is, she must run the risk of a bacl 
husband: she, of whom no mam 
living is worthy! 

You pity her mother — bo do 
not I! 1 pity no mother that patis 
it out of her power to shew ma»— 
temal love, and humanity, in ordejr 
to patch up for herself a precarious 
and sorry quiet, which every blaa^ 
of wind shall disturb. 

I hate tyrants in every form and 
shape : but paternal and maternal 
tvrants are the worst of all: for 
they can have no bowels. 

I repeat, that I pity none of 
them. Our beloved friend only 
deserves pity. She had never been 
in the hands of this man , but for 
them. She is quite blameless. Yon 
don't know all her story. Were I 
to tell you that she had no inten- 
tion to go off with this man, it 
would avail her nothing. It would 
only serve to condemn, with thOM 
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who drove lier to extremities , him without anj dfinijiotioiL If it wis 

who now must he her refoge. said. You mrehapfy^ in this child! 

I am - we owned, that no parents erer 

Your sincere friend and servaitt, were happier in a dbild. If more 

AioiA Hows. particolarlT, they praised her doti- 

fdl behaTionr to ns, we said, She 
LETTER LXXXYI. knew Dot how to offend- llitw«r 

Mrs. Harlowe to Mrs. KorU«. '^^^ ^i» ^^f™« ^^^^ !^ * 

wit and penetration beyond her 

]Nol commnnieated till the Lettert cmme to years: we, instead of disallowing 

he colleaed.] f^^ ^^,^ iidd - And a jndgmeiS 

Saturday, May 11. „o lf« extraordinary than her wit, 

I RETURN an answer in wrHin^v If her prudence was praised, aad 
as I promised, to yoor communi- a furethjughi^ which erery one saw 
cation. Bat take no notice either supplied what only yeart and ex- 
to my Bella's Betty (who I under- pen'ence gave to others; Nobody 
stand sometimes visits von) or to need to scrapie taking lessons 
the poor wretch herself, nor to from Clarissa Harlowe, was oar 
any Dody, that 1 do write. I pruud answer, 
charge yon don't. My heart is Forgive me, forgive me, my 
full: writiog may give some vent dear Norton — bat I know yon 
to my griefs, and perhaps I may will; for yours when good, was 
write what lies most upon my this child , and your gloiy as well 
heart, without confining myself asmine^ 
strictly to the present subject. | But have you not heard 

You know how dear this in- strangers, as she passed to and 
grateful creature ever was to us from church, stop to praise the 
all. You know how sincerely we uigel of a creature, as thoy called 
joined with everyone of those who her; when it was enough for tho^e 
ever had seen her, or conversed who knew who she was, to cry. 
with her; to praise and admire Why^ it is Ah'ss Clamsa narlowe! 
her; and exceeded in our praise' — as if every body wore obliged 
even the boimds of that modesty, to know, or to have heard of 
.which, because she was our own, Clarissa Uarlowe, and of her ex- 
should have restrained us; being ccllencies. While, accustomed to 
of opinion, that to have been silent praise, it was too familiar to her^ to 
inthepraiseofso apparent a merit cause her to alter either her look 
mast rather have argued blindness or her pace, 
or aflFectation in us, than that we i For mv own part, I could not 
should incur the censure of vain stifle a pleasure that had perhaps 
partiality to our own. ' a faulty vanity for its foundation. 



When thei^efore, any body con- 
gratulated as on such a daughter, 
we received .their congratulations 



whenever I was spoken of, or 
addressed to, as the mother of so 
sweet a child*. Mx,^«A^^^^xi^'V> 
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all the time, loving each other the , that they confessed themselves 
better for the share each had in eclipsed, without enyyiug the 
such a daughter. | edipser. Indeed , there was not 

Still, still indulge the fond, the any body so equal with her , in 
overflowing heart of a mother! Ijthtiir own opinions, as to envy 
could dwell for ever upon the re- 1 what all aspired but to emulate, 
membrance of what eihewas, would , The dear creature, you know, my 
but that remembrance banish from Norton, gave an eminence to us 
my mind what she t,s / all! 

In her bosom, young as she was, xj^^^ ^^^ acquirements. Her 

couldlreposeaUmygriefs— sure 8^11 in music, her fine needle- 
of receiving from her prudent ad- j^or^g^ her elegaucein dress: for 
vice as well as comfort; and both ^^ch she was so much admired, 
insinuated in so humble, in so that the neighbouring ladies used 
dutiful a manner, that it waj im- t^ g^y, that they need not fetch 
possible to take those exceptions faghious from London; since what- 
which the distance of years and ever Miss Clarissa Harlowe wore 
character between a mother and ^^s the best fashion, because her 
a daughter would have made one choice of natural beauties set 
apprehensive of from any other those of art far behind them. Her 
daughter. She was our glory ; genteel ease, and fine turn of per- 
when abroad, our delight when g^n. her deep reading, and these, 
at home. Every body was even joj^ed to her open manners, and 
covetous of her company; and we hercheerfulmodesty — Omygood 
grudged her to our brothers Har-i Norton, what a sweet chUd was 
lowe and to our sister and brother • q^cc my Clary Harlowe ! 
Hervey. No other contention j rpi. « j ^ u i. 

among^us, than, but who should', ^^'l> ^^^ ^^J^t' ^^''^ ^fj^^ ^«' 
be nixt favoured by her. No ^^^^'^^F^^^^y^^^^^^f «"«"«^«l» 
chiding ever knew she from us, w^re owing to yourself; and with 

-^ - - ' the milk you gave her, you gave 

her what no other nurse in the 
world could give her. 

And do you think, my worthy 
woman, do you think, that the 
wilful lapse of such a child is to be 
forgiven? Can she herself think 
that she deserves not the severest 
punishment for the abuse of such 
talents as were entrusted to her? 

Her fault was a fault of pre- , 
meditation, of cunning, of con- 
trivance. She has deceived every 



but the chiding of lovers, when 
she was for shutting herself up £00 
long together from us , in pursuit 
of those charming amusements 
and useful employments , for 
which, however, the whole family 
was the better. 

Our other children had reason 
(good children as they always 
were) to think themselves ne- 
glected. But they likewise were 
so sensible of their sister's superi- 
ority, and of the honour she re- 



flected upon the whole family, | body^s expectations. Her whole 
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sex, as well as the- family she fore to have as little? Or has she 
sprung from disgraced by it. ; suffered by them in her Own per- 

Would anybody ever have be- son? — my good woman*^! doubt 
lieved that such a young creature — 1 doubt — will not the charaicter 
as this, who had by her advice of this man make one doubt an 
saved even her over-lively friend angel, if once in his power? The 
from marrying a fop , and a liber- world will think the worst. I am 
tine, would herself have gone off told it does. So likewise her T'other 
with one of the vilest and most fears; her brother hears; and what 
notorious of libertines? A man can /do? 

whose character she knew; andj Our an///7a/% to him she knew 
knew it to be worse than the before, as well as his dharact^. 
character of him from whom she \ These therefore cannot be Mu) 
saved her friend ; a man against motives without a new reason, — O 
whom she was warned : one who my dear Mrs. Norton , how shall 
had her brother's life in his hands; /, how can youy support ourselves 
and who constantly set our whole under the apprehensions to which 
fiunily at defiance. these thoughts lead? 

Think for me, my good Norton ; He ctmiinually pressing her, you 
tiiink what my unhappiness must 'say, 1o marry him: Jus friends Hke- 
be both as a wife and a mother, wise. She has reason, no doubt 
What restless days, what sleepless I she has reason, for this applica- 
ni^hts ; yet my own rankling an- ; tion to us ; and her crime is glossed 
gaish endeavoured to be smoothed over, to bring her to us with new 
over, to soften the anguish of j disgrace: whither, whither, does 
fiercer spirits, and to keep themjoneguiltystep lead the misguided 
firom blazing out to further mis- 1 heart! — and now, truly, to save 
chief! this naughty, naughty a stubborn spirit, we are only to 
|irl, who knew so well what she be sounded, that the application 
aid; and who could look so far \ ma^ be occasionally retracted Or 
intoconsequences, that we tl;iought ■ denied] 



sbe would have died, rather than 
bare done as she has done ! 

Her known character for prud- 
caee leaves her absolutely with- 
out excuse. How then can I offer 
to plead for her, if, through 
motberly indulgence, 1 would for- 
give ber myselt ? — And have we 
^t, moreover, suffered all the dis- 
gi^aee that can befal us? Has not 
6be? 

If now she haaso little liking to 
bbi&orab, had she not reason be- 



Upon the whole : were I inclined 
to plead for her, it is now the most 
improper of all times. Now th^t 
my brother Harlowe has dis- 
couraged (as he last night came 
hither on purpose to tell us) Mr. 
Hickinat^ljs insinuated application ; 
and been applauded for it. Now, 
that my brother Antony is in- 
tending to carry his great fortune, 
through her fault, into another 
family: she expecting, no doufot. 
herself to be put mV^ po^^&^VK^RiTL^^ 
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lier grandfather's estate, in eon- 
sequence of a reconciliation , and 
rasa reward for her fault: and in- 
sisting still upon the same terms 
.^hich she offered before, and 
, which were rejected — not through 
imy'fault, lam sure, rejected ! 

From ;aU these things you will 
return such an answerus the case 
requires. It might c6it>tiie the 
I>eace of my whole life, Ut' this 
time, to move for her. Gorfftfrgive 
her! if I do, nobody else will. A!tid 
let it, for your own sake, 'as' Well 
as mine, be a secret that ydu ttxid 
I have entered upon this subjelSt^ 
And I desire you not to tou^h 
upon it again but by particular 
permission: for, mjdear g6bd 
woman, it sets my heart a bleeding 
in as many streams as there are 
Teinsinit! 

Yet think m.e not impenetrable 
by a proper contrition and remorse 
— but what a torment is it to have 
a will without a power! 

Adieu! adieu I God give us both 



am afraid he must be your lord 
and master. 

I called him by severkl very 
hard names in my last, I had but 
just heard of some df his vileness, 
when I sat down to write; so mj 
indication w^s raised. But on 
inquiry, and ir^Collection, I find 
that tpe facts laid to his charge 
were all of them committed some 
time aeo — not since he has had 
strong hopes of your favour. 

This is saying something for 
him* His generous behaviour to 
the innkeeper's daughter is a more 
recent instance to nis credit; to 
say nothing of the universal good 
character he has as a kind land- 
loi^. And then I approve mncK 
of the motion he made to put yod 
in possession of Mrs. FretchvlUe^^ 
house, while he continues at the 
other widow*8 till you agree tbti 
one house should hold you. I wish 
this were done. Be sure you en- 
brace this offer, (if you do Bot 
soon meet at the altar) and pi 



comfort; and to the once dear — oneof his cousins with you. 
the ever-deBx creature, (for can a Were you once married, I should 
mother forget her child?) repent- 'think you cannot be very unhappjt 
ance, deep repentance, and as I though you may not be so happy 
little suffering as may befit his 'with him as you deserve to be^ 



blessed will, and her grievous 
fault, prays 

1 our real friend 

Cbarlotts Harlowb. 



The stake he has in his countit, 
and his reversions; the care be' 
takes of his affairs; his freedon' 
from obligation; nay, his pride 
j with your merit , must be a tolef-. 
able security for you, I should 
think. Though particu lara of hisi 
wickedness, as they come to my 
Sunday, May u. knowledge , hurt and incense me ; 
How it is now, my dear, between ! yet , after all , when I ^ive myselt 
jrou and Mr. Lovelace, I cannot \time to reflect, all that I nave 
iel/. Bat wicked ua the man ia, l\Vieat^ ^i Vvoi V^ >k» ^\«a&«%aLtaL^ 
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Hiss Howe to Miss ClarisBa Harlowe. 
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was comprehended in the general 
character ^ven of him long a^o, 
by Lord M.'s and his own dis- 
mbsed bailiff*, and which was 
confirmed to me by Mrs. Fortescue, 
as I heretofore told you**, and to 
you by Mrs. Greme***. 

You can have nothing, there- 
fore, I think, to be deeply con- 
cerned about, but his future good^ 
and the bad example be. may here- 



this place, you will have no doubt 
of what has been the issue of the 
conference between the two gen- 
tlemen, I am equally shocked, 
and enraged against them all. 
Against them all, I say; for I have 
tried your good Norton's weight 
with your inother (though at nfst 
I did Qot intend to tell yOU so) to 
t\\e same purpose as the gentleman 
pounded your uncle. Never were 



after s^t to his own family^ These [there such determined brutes in 
indeed are very just concerns ; but j the world ! Whv should I mince 
were you to /eauc him now, either; the matter? Yet would I fain 
with or without his consent, his methinks make an exception for 
fortune and alliances so consider- 
able, his person and address so 
^hgaging, (everyone excusing you 



your mother. 
Your uncle will have it that you 

are ruined. " He can believe every 
now on those accounts, and be- thing bad of a creature, he says, 
cause of your relations* follies) it j who could run away with a man; 
would have a ver^ill Appearance) with such a one especially as Love- 
for your reputation. I cannot, lacC. They ^arpec/ed applications 
therefore, on the most deliberate | from you, when some heavy dis- 
consideration, advise you to think, tress had fallen upon you. But 
of that, while you have no reasop, they are all resolved not to stir an 
to doubt his honour. May eternal inch in your favour; no, not to 
vengeance pursue the villain, if 
he give room for an apprehension 
of this nature! 

Yet his teasing ways are intoler- 
able; his acquiescence with your 
slight didlays, and hisresigneaness 
to the distance you now keep him 
at, (for a fault so much slighter, as 
b^s^'must think, than the punish* 
meint) are unaccountable: he 
doubts your love of him, that is 
veiy probable; but you have 
reason to be surprised at his want 
of ardour; a blessing so great 
within his reacliy as I may say. 
By the time you have read to 



• Vol. I. p. 81. 

••♦ See Vol. II. p 



•* Ibid, p 49-53. 
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save your life!" 

My dearest soul , resolve to as- 
sert your right. Claim your own, 
and go and live upon it, a^ you 
ought. Then, if you marry not, 
how will the wretches creep to you 
for vour reversionary dispositions ! 

1 on were accused (as in your 
punt's letter) *^of premeditation 
and contrivance in your escape.*' 
Instead of pitying you, the mediat- 
ing person was called upon **to 
pity them; who once, your uncle 
said, doated upon you ; who' took 
no joy but in your presence ; who 
trod over again your footsteps, as 
you walked before them " — And 
1 know not what of tbift ^t^. 
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Upon the whole, it is now evi- vanity' d Lovelace^ But let w 
dent to me, and so it must be to j stoop to take the wretch, as he u, 
you, when you read this letter, that j and make the best of him, aimee 
you must be his. And the sooner you are destined to stoop, to keep 
you are so , the better. Shall we ! grovelcrs and worldlings in coim- 
suppose that marriage is not in ' tenance. He has not been guilty 
your power? — I cannot have pa- of direct indecency to you. Nor 
tience to suppose that. \ dare he — not so much of a devil 

I am concerned, methinks, to as that comes to neither. Had he 
know how you will do to conde-^suchvillainous intentions, so much 
scend (now you see you must be in his power as you are, th^ would 
his) after you have kept him at have shewn themselves berore now 
such a distance ; and for the re- \ to such a penetrating and Vigilant 
venge his pride may put him upon \ eye, and to such a pure heart as 
taking for it. But let me tell you, yours. Let us save the wretch 
that if my going up , and sharing then, if we can, though we soil our 
fortunes with you, will prevent fingers in lifting him up out of his 
such a noble creature from stoop- dirt. 

ing too low; much more, were it There is yet, to a person of your 
likely to prevent your ruin; I fortune ana independence, a £00d 
would nothesitateamomentabout deal to do, if you enter upon Aose 
it. What is the whole world to terms which ought to be entered 
me, weighed against such a friend upon. I don't find that he. has 
as you are? Tnink you, that any once talked of settlements; nor 
ofthe enjoyments of this life could yet of the licence. A fooliflh 
be enjoyments to me, were you in-* wretch! — But as your evil destiny 
volved in calamities, firom which I has thrown you out of all other 
could either alleviate or relieve protection and mediation, yoa 
you, by giving up those enjo^- must be father, mother, uncleto 
ments? And what in saying this, yourself; and enter upon the r^ 
and acting up to it, do I offer you, quisite points for yourself. It is 
but the fruits of a friendship your hard upon you; but indeed you 
worth has created? must. Yoiir situation requires it 

Excuse my warmth otexpresszdn. What room for delicacy nowf — or 
The warmth of my heart wants would you have me write to him? 
none. I am enraged at your re- Yet that would be the same thin^ 
lations; for, bad as what I have as if you were to write yourself* 
mentioned is, I have not told you Yet write you should, I think, if 
all; nor now perhaps, ever ,will. I you cannot speak. Butspeakuig 
am angry at my own mother's is certainly best: for woras leave 
narrownessof mind, andatherin- no traces: they pass as breath; 
discriminate adherence to old no- and mingle with latitude. But 
tions. And I am exasperated the pen is a witness on record* 
^gaiast jronr fooUsh^ your 2ow 1 kho^ \)b!^ ^^^uttonjeaa of your 
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Spirit; I know the laudable pride 
of your heart; and the just notion 
you have of the dignity of our sex, 
}n these delicate points. But once 
more, all this is nothing now: your 
honour is concerned that the dig- 
nity I speak of should not be stood 
upon. 

"Mr. Lovelace," would I say; 
yet hate the foolish fellow for his 
low, his stupid pride, in wishing to 
triumph over the dignity of his own 
wife ; — "I am by your means de- 
prived of every friend 1 have in the 
world. In what light am I to look 
upon you ? I have well considered 
every thing. You have made 
'some people, much against my 
liking, think me a wife: others 
know I am not married ; nor do I 
desite any body should believe I 
am : do you think your being here 
in the same house with me can be 
to niy reputation? you talk to me 
of Mrs. Fretchville*s house." This 
will bring him to renew his l^t 



thought he h&a any body to consult. 
Well then, will he not be obliged 
to declare himself; and if be does, 
no delays on your side, I baseech 
you. Give him the day. Let it 
oe a short one. It would be de- 
rogating from your own merit, and 
honour too , let me tell you , even 
although he should not be so ex- 

E licit as he ought to be, to seem 
ut to doubt his meaning; and to 
wait for that explanation for which 
I should for ever despise him, if he 
makes it. necessary. Twice al- 
ready have you, my dear, if not 
oftener, modesty* d away such op- 
portunities as you I ought not to 
have slipped. As to settlements, 
if they come not in naturally, e*en 
leave them to his own justice, and 
to the justice of his family. And 
there*s an end of the matter. 

This is my advice: mend it as 
circumstances offer, and follow 
your o'^n. But indeed, my dear, 
this, oTsomething like it, would I 



discourse on that subject, if he 'do. And let him tell meafterwards, 
does not revive it of himself. *'lf!if he dared or would, that he 
Mrs. Fretchville knows not her humbled down to his shoe-buckles 
own mind, what is her house to me? the person it would have been his 
Toif talked of bringing up your glory to exalt, 
consin Montague to hear me com- Support yourself meantime with 
pany: if my brother's schemes be reflections worthy of yourself, 
your pretence for not goipg your- 1 Though tricked into this man's 
selfto/c/c^A^r, you can M^rtie to her. [power, you are {not meanly sub^ 
I insist upon bringing these twojugated to it. AH his reverence 
points to an issue : otf or on ought to you command^ or rather, as I may 
beindifferenttome, Lfso to t^em." say, inspire; since it was never 
3uch a declaration ^iist bring known that he had any reverence 
all forward. There are twenty j for aught that was ^ood, till you 
wayS) my dear, that you would i was with him: and he professes 
find out for another in your cir- now-and-then to be so awed and 
cnmstances. He will disdain, from charmed by your example, as that 
his natire insolence, to have it ' the force of it shall reclaim him. 
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I believe you will have a difficult 
task to keep him to it; but the 
more will be your honour., if you 
effect his rerormation: and it is 
my belief, that if you can reclaim 
this great, this specious deceiver, 
whonas, morally speaking, such a 
number of years before him , you 
will save from ruin a multitude of 
innocents; tor those seem to me 
to have been the prey for which 
he has spread l^is wicked snares. 
And who knows but, for this very 

Eurpose, principall3%apersonmay 
ave been permitted to swerve, 
whose heart or will never was in 
her error, and who has so much re- 
morse upon her for having , as she 
thinks , erred at all ? Ameu , my 
dearest friend. 

Anna Howb. 

Inclosed in the above, 

I must trouble you with my con- 
cerns, though your own are so 
heavy upon you. A piece of news 
1 have to tell you. Your uncle 
Antony is disposed to marry. With 
nohom, think you? With my mo- 
'Ither. True indeed. Your family 
know it. All is laid with redoubled 
^malice at your door. And there 
'the old soul himself la^s it. 

Take no notice of this intelli- 
gence, not so much as in^our let- 
ters to mCf for fear of accidents. 

I think it can't do. But were I 
to provoke my mother, that might 
afford a pretence. Else , I should 
have been with you before now , I 
fancy. 

The firstlikelihood that appears 
to me of encouragement, I dismiss 
"Hickman, that's certain. If my 



mother disoblige me in so impoi 
tant an article , I shan't think '( 
obliging her in such another. ] 
is impossible, surely, that the d< 
sireof popping me off to that hone 
man can be with such a view. 

I repeat that it cannot come 1 
any thing. But these widows - 
then such a love in us all, both ol 
andjroung, of being courted an 
admired ! — And so irresistible *1 
their elderships to be flattered, thi 
all power is not over with then 
but that thev may still class an 
prank it with their daughters. - 
It vexed me heartily, to have h< 
tell me of this proposal with sel 
complaisant simperings; and yi 
she affected to speak of it, as if si 
had no intentioii to encourage it. 

These antiquated bachelo: 
(old before thejr believe themselv 
to be so) imagine that when thj 
have once persuaded themselvi 
to think of the st^te, they ha,i 
nothing more to do than to maj 
their minds known to the woma 

Your uncle's overgrown fortui 
is indeed a bait; a tempting on 
A saucy daughter to be got r 
of I The memory of the father * 
that daughternot precious enou^ 
to weigh much! — But let hi 
advance if he dare — let h 
encourage — but I hope si 
won't. 

Excuse me, my dear. I a 
nettled. They have fearful 
rumpled my gorget. Ybu'll thii 
me faulty. So I won't put n 
name to this separate 'pap< 
Other hands may resemble mu 
You did not see me write it. 
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Now indeed it is erideat, mj 

y only friend , that I have 

) choice to make. And 

MIT do 1 find that I have cacried 

J reaentmeut agaioat this man 

.o far; aince now I am to appear 

B if under an obligation to faia 

patience with me for a conduct, 

Nrhicbperhaps ho will think (if not 

' iBioutBome and childieh) plaiiilj 

monatrative of toy little esteem 

^him; of but a seeanitary e%teem 

A ]ea«t, where before, liis pride 

ifttber than his merit, had made 

■im eipect a firel. my dear! 

to be cast upoD a man that is not 

I gtnemun man; that is indeed a 

erufi manl A man that ia capable 

of creating a distress to a yoang 

creature, who by her evil destiny 

is thrown into bis power; and then 

of enjoying it as I may sayl [I 

TCrily thinfc I may say so, ofthiaj 

uvagelj — What a fate is mine! i 

You giTe me, my dear, good I 

adrice, aa to the peremptory 

maimer in which I onehtto tfeat 

him; but doyouCDnsideT toicA"7"l 

it is that you give it? — And then j 

should I take it, andaliould hcbe 

capable of delay, I unprotected, | 

^hnolutc, nobody to fly to, in what i 

a wretched light must I stand in 

hiseyes; and, what is at ill worse, I 

in my ownl O my dear, see you 

I not, aKjd'i, that the oci'n.n'un for 

L this my indelicate, my shocking 

I -titaation should never have been 

I giTen by me, of all 



since I am unequal, utterly un- 
equal, to tbe circamstances to 
which my in cons {deration has 
reduced me! — What, / to ch^ 
lenge a man for a husbnndl — / 
to exert myself to ijuicken the 
delayer in bis resolutions? And 
having, aayoutbink, lost an of^- 
portuiiity, tobeginto try torecal 
It, as/iora m'i'elf, a.aA far myself I 
To Ihiealen tiim, as I may say, 
into the marriage ttatel — my 
dear! if this be right to be done, 
howdiflicultis it, where modesty 



ight? Or, to eipresa myaelf in 
your words, to be father, mother, 
uncle, to myself 1 — Especially 
where one thinks a triumph over 



You say, yoa have tried Mtb. 
Norton's weight with my mother 
— bad as the returns are which 
my application by Mr. Hickmaa 
has metwith, yon tell me, "That 
you have not acquainted me with 
I all the bad, nor, now perliapa, ever 
I will." But why so, my dear? 
What i( the bad, what con be the 
bad, which now you will never 
tell me of? — What worse than 
renounce me! and for ever! "My 
j uncle, you say, believeameruined: 
I he declares that he can believe 
every thing bad of a creature who 
could run away with a man : and 
|lhey have all made a resolution, 
not to stir an inch in my favour; 
I no , not to save my life/' — Have 
you worse than this, my dear, 
behind 1 — Surely , my fatter has 
not renewed his dreadful male- 
Idictionl— SHcely,if ao,raYnwit,bBS 
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has not joined in it! Have my 
uncles given it flieir sanction , and 
made it |a family act ? And them- 
selves ^(hereby more really faulty^ 
than even thby suppose me to lis, 
though I the cause of that greater 
fault in them? — Wha,t, my dear, 
is the worst, tbjat you will leave 
for ever unrevealed? 

Lovelace! why comest thou 

not just now, while these black 

prospects are before me? For, 

now, couldst thou look into my 

heart, wouldst thou see a distress 

worthy of thy barbarous triumph ! 
* » * 

1 was forced to quit my pen. 
And you say you have tried Mrs. 
Norton's weight with my mother? 

What is done ^cannot he re- 
medied: but I wish you had not 
taken a step of this importance 
to me without first consulting me. 
Forgive me, my dear, but 1 must 
tell vou that that high-souled and 
noble friendship which you have 
ever avowed with so obliging and 
80 uncommon a warmth, although 
it. has 'been always the subject of 
tny grateful admiration , has been 
puen the ground of my apprehen- 
sion, because of its unbridled 
fervour. 

Well, but now to look forward, 
vou are of opinion that I must be 
nf9^ and that I cannot leave him 
with reputation to myself, whether 
with or.wi^thout his consent. I 
must , if so , make the best of the 
bad matter. 

He went out in the morning, 
intending not to return to dinner, 
unless (as he sent me word) X would 
admit him to dine with me. 



I excused myself. The man, 
whose anger is now, to be of sudi 
high importance to me, was, i1 
seems, displeased. 

As he (as well as I^ expected 
that I should receive a letter frono 
you this day by Collins , I suppose 
he will not be long before he re- 
turps ; and then , possibly , he is tc 
be mighty stately, mighty manntt^ 
mighty coy^ if you please! Anc 
tjien must I be very humble , verj 
submissive 9 and try to insinuate 
myself into his good graces: witl 
downcast eye-, if not by speedl 
beg his forgivene^ss fot the d istancc 
I have so perversely kept him ati 
-T- Yes, I warrant: — But I shall 
see how this behaviour will dl 
upon me! — . You have . always 
rallied me upon my meekness. 
I think: well then, 1 will try if J 
can be still meeker, shall I ! — 
my dear!— : 

But let me sit with my handi 
before ^ me, all patience, all re- 
signation; for I think I hear him 
coming up^- Or. shall I roundly 
accost him^ in the words, in the 
form, which you, my dear, have 
prescribed ? 

He is come ip. He has. sent to 
me, all impatience, as Dorcas 
says , by his aspect. — But I can- 
not, cannot see him ! 



'. Monday night. 

Tbm contents of your letter, 
and my own heavy, reflections, 
rendered me incapable of seeing 
this expecting man. The first 
word be asked Dorcas , was , if I 
had received a letter since he had 
beei^ out? She told me this ; and 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
Miss Clarissa Harlowe to Miss Howe. 

Tuesday, May 16. 

I THINK , onco more , we seem to 



her answer, that I had; and was warrant, if I may meet him in a 
fasting, and had been in tears ihn/i and /br^ivm^ humour! 
erersmce. j 1 hate myself! But I won't be 

He sent to desire an interview insulted. Indeed I won't for all 
with nie. > this. 

I answered by her, that I was; 
not very well. In the morning if 
better, I would see him as soon as 
hepleased. 

Very humble I was it not, my 
dear? Yet he was too royal to ' be in a kind of train but through 
take it for humility; for Dorcas a storm. I will give you the par- 
told me, he rubbed one side of his ticulars. 

face impatiently ; and said a rash ' 1 heard him in the dining-room 
▼ord, and was out of humour; at five in the morning. I had 
stalking about the room. I rested very ill, and was up too. 

Half fln hour after, he sent j But opened not my door till six: 
again; d»«iring very earnestly, when Dorcas brought me his re- 
tEat 1 W€al 1 admit him to supper quest for my company, 
with mc. He would enter upon | He approached me , and taking 
no subjects of conversation but my hand , as I entered the dining- 
what I should lead to. ' room , I went not to bed , madam, 

So I should have been at liber ty, till two , said he: yet slept not a 
you see, to coMr< ^z*/w / wink. For God's sake, torment 



I a^ain desired to be excused. 

Indeed , my dear, my eyes were 
swelled: I was very low-spirited ; 
and could not think of entering 
all at once, after the distance I 
had kept him at for several days, 
into the freedom of conversation 
which the utter rejection I have 
met with from my relations, as 
well as your advice , has made 
necessary. 

He sent up to tell me, that as he 
heard I was fasting, if I would 
promise to eat some chicken 
which Mrs. Sinclair had ordered 
for supper, he would acquiesce — 
very Janfl in Jiis anger ! Is he not? 

1 promised that I would. Can 
I be more preparatively con- 



deaeending — how happy, Til He went on. 



me not , as you have done for a 
week past. 

He paused. I was silent. 

At nrst, proceeded he, I thought 
your resentment of a curiosity , in 
which I had been disappointed, 
could not be deep; and that it 
would go off of itself: but when 
I found it was to be kept up till 
you knew the success of some new 
overtures which you had made, 
and which, complied with , might 
have deprived me of you for ever; 
how, madam , could 1 support my- 
self under the thoughts of having, 
with such an union of interests, 
made so little impression upon 
your mind in my favour? 

He paused again. I was silent. 
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I acknowledge that I have a whether I might be favoured witit' 
vroud heart J madam. I cannot his interest to obtain for me a re- 
out hope for some instances of conciliation with my friends, upon 
previous and preferable favour, terms which I had caused to be 
from the lady I am ambitious to call proposed. 

mine; and that her choice of me I know not, said he, and sup- 
should not appear, not flagrantly pose must presume to ask, what 
appear, directed by the perverse- those terms were. But X can but 
ness of her selfish . persecutors, too well guess at them ; and that I 
who are my irreconciieable ene- was to have been the preliminary' 
mies. sacrifice. But you must allow m& 

More to the same purpose, he madam, to say, that as much as^' 
said. You know, my dear, the admire the nobleness of your sen- 
room he had given me torecrimi- timents in general, and ixv Par- 
nate upon him in twenty instances, ticular that laudable pride which 
I did not spare him. you have spoken of, I wish that I 

Every one of these instances, could compliment you ¥rith such 
said I, (after I had enumerated anum/omt^init, as had; set you 
them) convinces jne of your pride as much above all submfWoion to 
indeed, sir, but not of your mertV. minds implacable and unreason- 
I confess, that I have as much able {I hope I may, without of- 
vride&B you. csoi have J although I fence, say, that your brother's 
nope it is of another kind than and sister*s are such) as it has 
that you so readily avow. But if, above all favour and condescen- 
sir, you have the least mixture in sion to me. 
yours of that pride which may be Duly and nature, sir^ call upon 
expected , and thought laudable me to make the submissioils you 
ii^Amanof your birth, alliances, speak of : there is a father, there 
and fortune, you should rather is a mother, there are uncles in 
wish, I will presume to say, to the one case, to justify and de- 
promote what you call my pride, mand those submissions. What, 
than either to suppress it, or to prayj sir, can be pleaded for the 
regret that I have it. It is this my condescension, as you call itV Will 
aduiowledged pride, proceeded you say, your merits, either with 
I , that induces me to tell you , sir, regard to tJieim , or to myself^ may? 
that I think it beneath me to dis- This, piadam , to be said , after 



own what have been my motives 
for declining , for some days past, 
any conversation with you, or 
visit from Mr. Mennell, that might 
lead to points out of my power to 
determine upon, until I heard from 
my imcle Harlowe : whom , X con- 
/itfB, I bare cauaeato be sounded, 



the persecutions of those r^a- 
tionsl After what you have 
suffered! After what you havd 
made me hope ! Let me , my dear- 
est creature, ask you (we have 
been talking of pride) what sort of 
pride must his oe, which can dis- 
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jicein the lady whom he adorea? 
- Wbat most DC that love - 
' IiOtie, sir! who taJksol'/' 
'pPas not nieril the thing we were 
tng oft — Have / evei 
«i , have / ever required 
(trofeasions of a passion ol 
natui-e! — But there ia no end of 
these debatings; each no faultless, 
each so full of self — 

I do uol think myself fauhUss, 
mad&m : — but — 

But what, air! — Woidd you 
evermoi-e arpie with me, as if you 
a child? — Seeking pallia- 
, and making promiaesi' 

lises of what, sir? Of being 

El fatore the man it is a shame a 
Q is not? — Of being the 

Good'God! interrapted he, with 
erea lifted up, if iIimi wert to be 
ttaUHevere — 

Well, well, sir,' [impfttientlr] 1 
nted Only to observe, that all this 
Tut difference in sentiment shews 
Ww &n|>aired our minds 
u — 

Let nsTfAar,madAail — My soul 
19 riaiiig into tumultsl And he 
f iuoked so wildly, thatl whs a good 
I deal terrified — Let us what, m. 
1 dwnl — 

I I was, however, resolved not 

I desert myself — Why, sir, let i 

I Ksolve to quit every regard for 

' each other. — Nny, flame not out 

— 1 am a poor weak-minded 

ture ia some things; but where 

vibaXlshiiuldbe, or not deserve to 

F live, if Jamncf.iBinthequeslion, 

tiiave a great and invincible 
rit, or my own conceit betrays 
— let UH reeolve to gixit every | 



of your aei ; at least of ijou. — A 
aiugle life shall ever be in.v choice : 
while 1 will leave you at liberty to 
pursue i/nur own. 

Indifference, lenrse than ID' 
difference! said he, in a pas- 

Interrupting him — Indiffer- 
ence let it be — you have not (in- 
my opinion at least) deserved that 
it ehoutd be other: if you have in. 
ijoni- iiiriif.yim have cause (at least 
yuur priViehHs) to hate uie for mia- 
judgingyou. 

Dc'irest , dearest creatnrel 
snatching my hand with fierce- 
ncaa, let me beseech you to be 
'miforiiilj/ nobie! Civii regardt, 
madam! — Civil regardsl — Can 
you so expect to narrow and con- 
tine such apassionasmine! 

Such a passion as yours, Mr. ^ 
Lovelace , deverres to be narrowed 
and confined. It is either Ihc pas 
sion yi'u do not think it, or / do./ 
not. 1 question whether your .. 
mind is capable of being so t 
rowed and .'"' widened, as is net 
aary to make it bo what I wish it 
to be. Lift up your hands and 
your eves, air, in silent wonder, if , 
you please; but what does that 
wonder express , what does it ct 
vince me of, but that we are i 
bom for ene another? 

By my soul, aaid he, and graaped 
my band with an eagerness that 
hurt it, we were bom for oneaji- , 
other: you must be -nuiAi — loo.. 
shall be tame \ttni ■^'Q.X\na «tia«9 
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arm round me] although my dam- 
nation were to t)e the purchase ! 

I was still more terrified — Let 
me leave you, Mr. Lovelace, said 
I; or do you be gone from me. Is 
the passion you boast of to be thus 
shockingly demonstrated? 

You must not go, madam! — 
Ton must not leave me in anger — 

I will return — I will return — 
when you can be less violent — 
less shocking. 

And he let me go. 

The man quite Irighted me; in- 
somuch, that when I got into my 
chamber, I found a sudden flow 
of tears a great relief to me. 

In half an hour, he sent a little 
billet, expressing his concern for 
the vehemence of his behaviour, 
and entreating to see me. 

1 went. Because I could not 
help myself, I went. 

He was full of his excuses — 
my dear, what would you, even 
you, do with such a man as this; 
and in my situation? 

It was very possible for him 
now, he said, to account for the 
workings of a beginning phrensy. 
For his part , he was near distrac- 
tion. All last week to suffer as 
he had suffered ; and now to talk 
of civil regards only, when he had 
hoped, from the nobleness of my 
mmd — 

Hope what you will, interrupted 
I , I must insist upon it , that our 
minds are by no means suited to 
each other. You have brought me 
into difficulties. I am deserted by 
every friend but Miss Howe. My 
true sentiments I will not conceal 
— it is against my will that I must 



submit to owe protection from & 
brother's projects , which liiBS 
Howe thinks are not given over, 
to you, who have brought me into 
these straits: not with my own con- 
currence brought me into them; 
remember that — 

I do remember that, madam ! — 
So often reminded, how can I 
forget it? 

X et I will owe to you this pro- 
tection, if it be necesary, in the 
earnest hope that you will shm^ 
rather than seek mischief, if any 
further inquiry after me be made. 
But what hinders you from leaving 
me? — Cannot I send to you? The 
widow FretchvDle, it is plain, 
knows not her own mind: the 
people here indeed are more civil 
to me every day than other: but I 
had rather have lodgings, more 
a^eeablc to my circumstances. 
I oest know what will suit them: 
and am resolved not to be obligea 
to any body. If you leave me, I 
will privately retire to some one 
ofthe neighbouring villages, and 
there wait my cousin Mordents 
arrival with patience. 

I presume, madam, replied he, 
from what you have said, that 
your application to Harlowe 
Flace has proved unsuccessful: 
I therefore hope that you will now 
give me leave to mention the 
terms in the nature of settlements, 
which I have long intended to 
propose to you; and which having 
till now delayed to do, througl 
accidents not proceeding from 
myself, I had thoughts ofurging 
to you the moment ytfu entered upon 
your new house; and upon your 
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yoaneitta independent 
_ -Mce as you are in fw 
ut me, madam, to propose 
mattcra to you — not with 
pectation of your inniieiUale 
•r; but for your comidera- 



--atty, and«e^iQg to expect my 
senotlieaitatipn, aeelf-felt aaBwei^, I thought myself obliged 

SK'downcast eya,'encourage- to give the subject amoredifRue 
norethanenouehV And yet turu^ in order to eaye myself tho 
ill observe (aa 1 now do on'mortification of appearing toL 
MStiOb) that he was in no ready in my compliance, after 
'burry to solicit for a Jn^.- such a distance as had been be- 
«._ L. J .. _ ., _.. ,... ,■ .. tween Qs; and yet (in pursuance 
of your advice) 1 was willing to 
avoid the necessity of giviugliini 
^t complaisance lo me, he suuh a repulse as might again 
ileavetopropose bis terms, throw us out of the course — a 
cruel alternative to be f educed tol 
Vou talt of gener-isiltj , Mr. 
Lovelace, said I; and you talk 
{ofj'ttsficif; perhaps, witbout having 



[le bad no thoughts of pro- 
; settlements tin 1 had got 
ly new house; and now, in 
'at complaisance lo me, he 
leave to propose bis teims, 
K.h an expectation of my im- 
E anticer; but for my cansi- 
ifi only — yet, my dear, 
dvice was too much ' 



litave U> propose his settlements. 
He took no advantage of my 
silence, as I presume men at 
modest as Mr. Lovelace nOuld 
have done, in af like case: ly^ 
izing in my face very .ioufi- 



S this time. I hesitated. |couaidered theforceof the words, 
breed on upon my silence. 



te you i: 
-Let n 



BtentiouBto me. if I would 
■ood as to hear what he had 
pose to mo, as to settle- 

li not the man have fallen 
he subject wiUiont thi 
f Many a point, you know, 
ed, and uuglit la It refused, 
\ be asked to introduce it; 
refused, tbe refusal 






this 

confined to pecuniary instances: 
it is ntiire than politeuesa: it is 
miii-B than good faith: it ia more 
than honour; it ia more than 
justice: since all these are but 
duties, and what a worthy mind 
cannot dispense with. But tmce 
n ia greatness of soul. It 
I to do more by a fellow- 
than can be strictly re- 
, uim n uBtii »i»i in upon quired of ua. It obligea us to 
1 may say, it might have] hasten to the relief of an object 
1 fiirtber consideration. If i that wants relief; anticipating 
tnan as Mr-Lovelace knows even sucli aoue'abopeoreinecta- 
|. whoshould? Ition. Generosity, sir, will not 

.he seemed to think it surely permit a worthy mind ta , 
L that he had asked my doubt ot its honourable and beae- 
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ficent intentions: much less will it entered npon long ago^ had nol 
alioT^ itself to shock, to offend any my frequent' displeasure [l am evei 
one; and, least of all, a person in fault , my dear I] taken from 
thrown by adversity, mishap, or him the opportunity he had often 
accident^ into its protection. wished for: but now, having ven- 

Wh^ an oppbrttinity had he to tured to lay hold of this , nothing 
deal* his intentions, had he been should divert him from improv- 
so disposed, from th)e latter part ingit. • • 

of this home observation! — JBut 1 have no spirits, just now, sir, 
he ra^n away with the jfirst^ and to attend to such weighty points, 
kept to that. i What you have a mmd to pro- 

Admirably defined! — he said pose, write to me: and I shaU 

— but who at this rate, madam, know what answer to return. Onlv 
can be said to be generous to youf one thing let me remind you oi^ 

— Your ^^ro5i7yl implore; while! that if you touch upon any sub- 
yu.<;/2C£,a8itmu8tbemy8olement, ject, in, which my father has a 
shall be my aim. Never was there concern, I shall jud^^ by youx 
a woman of such nice and delicate . treatment of the father what value 
sentiments ! ! you have for the daughter. 



He lootced as if he would choose 
rather to speak than write: but 
had he said so, I had a severe re- 
turn to have made upon him; 
as possibly he might see by my 



It is a reflection upon yourself, 
sir, and upon the company you 
have kept, if -^rou think these 
notions either nice or delicate. 
Thousatids of mv sex are more, 
nice than I ; for they would have looks, 
avoided the devious path I have » » » 

been surprised into: the conse- In this way are we now: a sort 
quences of which surprise have of calm, as I said, succeeding a 
laid me under the sad necessity of' storm. What may happen next, 
telling a man. who has not (/Wzcaf?/! whether a storm or a calm, with 

such a spirit as I have to deal 
with, who can tell? 

But , be that as it will , I think, 
my dear, I atn not meanly off: ana 
that is a great point with me ; and 
which I know you will be glad to 
hear: if it were only, that I can 
see this man without losing any 
of that dignity [what othifer word 
can I use, speaking ofmyself^ that 



enough to enter into those parts of^ 
the fetnnle character which are its. 
glory and distinction , what true 
generositv is. 

His divine monitress, he called 
me. He would endeavour to form 
his manners (as he had often pro- 
mised) by my example. But he 
hoped I would now permit him to 
mention briefly the justice he pro 



posedtodome,inthetei*msotthe betokens decency^ and not arro- 
settlements; a subject so proper, gancef] which is so necessary to 
before now ^ to have been entered . enable me to look up. or rather 
upon ; and which would have been ' with the mind!$ eye , I may say, 



a. man of this 



to look dot 
man's cant. 

Atlhoagli circiimataucea have 
H offGrcd, that I could not take 
your advice as lo the manner of 
dnling nith him; yet you gave 
me BO much courage by it, aahas 
enabled me to cuuduct thiags to 
thig JEBue; as well aa deteviaiiipd 
m against leaving him: which 
Are, I was tbioKiug to do, at 
K. Old ventures- Whether, when 
«ae to the point, I nhmild have 
HO, or not 1 coonot aay, be- 

. it would have depended 

a|ion his behaviour at the time. 

fint let hia behaviour be what it 
will, I am afraid, (mihyou) tbut 
ib»iild any thing offer at last to 
oblige me to.leave him, I shall 
ut mend my situation in the 
world's eye; but the contrary. 
[ And yet I will not be treated by 
I with, indignity while I have 
" ower to help myself, 

1, mj dear, have accused me 
.. ring niQiiesii/eii oidoi/, aa you 
HBiC several opportunities of 
jg — being what, mydear? — 
pjffthewiftofalibertine: and 
fat&Ubertine aud his wife are, 
^eoUaia Morden'a letter tells ua. 
'-rLet me here, once for all, en- 
dttTonr to accoant for the motives 
>C or behaviour to this mnn, and 
ftnbeprinciples I have proceeded 
>]Kni, as they appear to me upon 
1 dsie aelf-eiann inati on. 

8a pleased then to allow me to 
Wk, that my motives on tliia oc- 
"-'i arise not altmjeiher ft'om 
-Billy niceneav; nor yet from 
ftfl apprehension of what my pre- 
■nt loimeotor, and future hus- 
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band, may think of a precipitate 
compliance, on such a disagree- 
able behaviour as his; but they 
arise principally from what oSera 
to my own heart; respecting, asl 
may say, its own rectitude, its 
own judgment of the /ii and the 
unfi.1; as I would, without study, 
Ruawer for myself lo myself, lu 
the^'':!fplaco; to/<(":, and to tha 
u-iiiij, iu the «ecnnd only. Prtu* 
ciplcs tliat areinmymind; thati 
f-ianil there; implanted, no doubt, 
by the fit's t gracious Planter: 
which therefore impel me, aslmay 
say, to act up to them, that there- 
by I may, to the best of my jodg- 
moiit, be enabled to comport my- 
aelf worlhily iu both states, (the 
single and the married) let others 
act as they will by me. 

1 hope, my dear, I do not ds- 
eeivc myself, and, iustead of set- 
ting about rectifying what is 
amiaa in my heart, endeavour to 
find eicuaes for haoita and pecu- 
'-'■-Miea which I am unwilling to 
off or overcome. The heart 

Z deceitful: do you, my dear 
. lay mine open, [iul sarelu 
it I.' always open hefare yoit!\ and 
spare me nol^ if yon think it cul- 

This observation, once for all, 
8B 1 said, I thought proper to 
make, to convince you, that, to 
the best of my judgment, my 
eiTora, in matters as well of lesser 
moment asof greater, shall rather 
he the fault of my judgment than 
of my will. 

I am, my dearest friend, 
your ever obliged 

Cj:.t.iiissi. Haklowb. 
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LBTTER XC. 
•KlflB Clarissft Harlowe to Miss Howe. 



and that although I lired veiy ex- 
pensively abroad, and made large 
drafts, ret that Midsummer-day 
next will discharge all that I owe 
Tuesday night, May 16. j in the world. My notions are not 
Mr. LoTSiLACB has sent me, by all bad ones. I have been thought, 
J^OTcas, his proposals, as follow: in pecuniary cases, genei'ous. It 



^*To spare a delicacy so ex- 



would have deserved </no/A£/' name, 



treme , and to obey you , I write : , had I not first heen just. 
: and the rather, that you may com- '*If, as your own estate is at pre* 
municate this paper to Miss Howe, sent in your fathers hands, yon 
who may consult any of her rather choose that I should make 
friends you shall think proper {to ajointureoutofmine,tantamouilt 
have intrusted on this oecasion. I to yours, be it what it will, it shall 
say, intrusted; beeause, as you be done. I will engage LordM. 
know, I have elven it out to se- to write to you what he proposes 
▼eral persons, that we are actually tb do on the happy occasion : not 
married. I as your desire or expectation , but 

''In the first place, madam, I to demonstrate that no advantage 
offer to settle upon you, by way of is intended to be taken of tne 
jointure, your whole estate: and situation you are in with yourown 
moreover to vest in trustees such ' family. 

a part of mine in Lancashire , as " 1 o shew the beloved daughter 
shall produce a clear four hundred the consideration I have for her, I 
pounds a-year, to be paid to vour will consent that she dhall pre- 
sole and separate use quarterly. ■. scribe the terms of agreemenHn 

''My own estate is a- dear, not relation to the large sums which 
nominal, 2QQ^hpe¥/aimum, Lord must be in her father's hands, 
M. proposes to give me possession arising from her grandfather's 
eitherof that which he has in Lan- estate. I have no doubt but he 
cashire [to which, by the way, I will be put upon making large de- 
think I have a better title than he mands upon you. All those it 
has himself] or that we call the shall be in your power to comply 
Xoion, in Hertfordshire, upon my with , for the sake of your own 
nuptials with a lady whom he so peace. And the remainder shall 
greatly admires ; and to make be paid into yout hands , and be 
that I shall choose a clear 1000/. entirely at your disposal, as a fund 
per annum. { to support those charitable dona- 

"My too great contempt of cen- tions which I have heard you so 
sure has subjected me to much famed for out of your family ; and 
slander. It may not, theriefore, forwhich you have been so greatly 
be improper to assure you, on the r^ected uponm it. 
word of a gentleman, that no part ! "As to clothes, jewels, and the 
of my estate was ever mortgaged : , like , agaie^ the time you shall 



ipbooie to ntak^ yonr eppetirance, 
it wUl be my pride, that you shall 
not be beliolden for such of llicf e 
SB shall lie answerable to the rank ' 
of botli to thone who have had the 
^id folly to renounce adaugli tor 
sy deserved not. You mnat ex- 
-~iae, madam: youwomld mis- 
J my sincerity in "the rest, 
ldI»|>eakofthese]Teople with 
:Bsperitj, though bo nearly re- 

Tfaesft, madam, are my pro- 
bIs. The)* ai'e sucliavl always 

3" Tied to make, whenever you 
d permit me to enter into the 
delightful eubject. But you have 
been so determined to tiy every 
method for reconciling yourself to 
your relations, eveii by giving me 
ibsolutply np for ever; that yon 
have seemed to think it but justice 
ta keep me at a distance, till the 
event of that your piedoiBinnnl 
hope could be seen. It is noui 
Keni — And'although Xlfiiee been, 
and perhaps still imi, ready to 
Kgret the want of tliat preference 
I wished for from you as Miss 
CiiTtasa Harlowe; yetl am sure, 
U the husband of Mrs. Lovelace, 
I ihall be more reitdy to adore 
thsD to blame you for the pangs 
;ou have given to a heart, the 
generosity, or rather jWi'ce, of 
which my implacable enemiea 
Ime taueht you to doubt: and 
SdtitiU the readier, as-I am per- 
uUed thst those pangs never 
Vi^bave been given byamind 
sSnoble, had not the doubt been 
entertained, perhiips with too 
. put an appearance of reason ; 
ud'u I hope I shall have it to 



" 1 nill only add, that if I have 
otnitted anything that would have 
given you further Batisfaction; oi 
if tlie above terms be short of 
what you would wish ; you will ba 
pleased to supply them as joa 
tlnnkUt. And when I know your 
pleasui'e, I will instantly order 
articles to be drawn up conform- 
ably, that nothing in my powet 
may be wanting to make you 
happy, r ■ 

"V^ou will now, dearest madam, ' 
judge how far all the rest depends 
upon yourself," 

YouBee,niy dear, what he offers. 
You see it is all my fault that he 
has not made these offers before. 
I am a strange creature! — To be 
to blame in ev^ri/ thing, and to 
ecerij liorl'j; yet neither intend the 
ill at the time, nor know it to be 
the ill till too late, or so nearly too 
late, that I must give Up nil the 
delicacy be talks of, to compound 
for my fault! 

I/ihnil note judge hnw far the rat 
ilepfiuk upon mynttfl So coldly 
concludes be such warm, and, in 
the main, unobjectionable pro- 
posals: would you not, as yon 
I'cad, have supposed that the 
paper would conclude with the 
most earnest demand of a day? — 
' - ■ i J [hat expectation so 



ivithbiit glurbiini/ for dissatisfac* 
tion, I could not help being diR- 
sntisfled when 1 came to the con- 
clusion. 
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Cut jou say there ie no help. I 
must perhapB make furiher eacri- 
£ceB. All delicacy it aeeitis is to 
be at an end with me! — But if »o, 
this man knows not what erery 
vnm man knows, that prudence, 
andTirtue, .and delicac; of mind 
in « wife, do the husband more 
real honour in the eye of the world 
tban the same qualities (irere sbe 
destitute of them) in himself, do 
him; aa the Mian; of them in her 
does him more dMi'Tiiiir; for are 
not the wife's errors the husband's 
reproach? Howjuk(/j hia reproach 
is another thing. 

i will coDHider thia paper; and 
write to it, if I am able: for it 
BeeniB now, alllhe reet ilepends vpi 
mgseif. 
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Ma. Lovelace would fain have 
eogagedme last night. But asl 
was not prepared to enter npon 
the subject of his proposals, (in- 
tendius to consider them maturc- 
lyj and was not highly pleased 
^b his conclusion, I desired to 
be excused seeing him til! momine ; 
and the rather, asthere is hardly 
any getting from him in tolerable, 
tiioe over-night. 

AecordingTy.aboutBeveno'elock 
we met in the dining-room. 

1 find he was full of expectation 
that I should meet him with a very 
iavourable, who knows but with a 
thankful aspect? And I im-. 
mediately found by | hia fallen 
oountenance, that he was under 



no small disappointment t 

My dearest love, areyoui 
Why look you bo aolemtt i 
me? Will your indifference ; 
he over? If Ihave proposed: 
in any respect short of yot 
peetation — i 

I told him, that he had 
considerately mentioned , 
shewing hia proposals to ' 
Uoive; and as I should fa« 
speedy opportunity to aend 
to her by Collins, 1 desirei 
suspend any talk upon thai 
jcct till I had her cpinioa- 

Good GodI - If therew. 
the least loopbolel the least 
for delay ! — But he was wrf' 
letter to Lord M. to give h 
account of his situation witti 
and could not finish it so : 
factorily, either to my ImJ 
himself, as if I would condc 
to say whether the terms b 
proposed were acceptable oi 

Thus far, I told him, Ii 
say, that my principal poin 
peace and reconciliation wii 
relations. As to other matter 
genteelnesBof hisown spiciti 
put him upon doing more b, 
than I should ask^ or et 
Wherefore, if all he had to- 
about was to knoiv what Loi 
woulddoonmy account,bea 
Bparehimself the trouble; ford 
my utmost wishes, as to myM 
were much more easily gratifi 
than he perhaps imagined. 

He asked me then , if 1 woiUd 
far permit him to touch upon 
' happy day, as to request toe^ 
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I aeneeofLordM. on the occaaioo, auhjectfotheeout, hewaa afrtud 

I and to be my father? that the compliment he had just 

m Father had a sweet and vener- proposed to make him might, if 

ly able Bonn d with it, I said I should made, occasion a fn7ir7erftunien'<i'"n 

Jr be glad to have 8 father who than he could hear to thmt of: 

' womdownme! and if it did, it would veihim to 

Was not this plain speaking, the heart that he had made it. 

think you, my dear? Yet it rather,] i ^puid not say a single word to 

Imuat own, appears so to me on this, jou know, my dear. But you 

reflection, than wasrfmiTnedfreely wiU guess at ray Uioughts of What 

atthetime. For 1 then, with a he said— So much passionate 

Bigh from the bottom ofmv heart, love.torf^ni/ So prudent, andso 

thought of my o«n father. ■ bitterly dutifully patient <U henrt to arela- 

regretting, that I am an outcast tionhetiad tillnowsoundutiftilly 

from him and from my mother. 'despised! ^ Why why ami 

Mr.Lovelace,Ithonght,8eemed thrown upon such a man, 

a little affected at the manner of thought I' 

KS. »S;rZ. ,S.. Sf ,E;li«PPi«" of men-wouia to God 

KTOh miist not wonder that i the .. EJ-^i.^ n. .. ■„ i i i _« 

Iwwd father strikes sof . sensiblr " ,'"'^*'"'"^' ^^ '■"'"^' ^^ "" 
poa the heart of a child ever du tf- ^°''«3 upon ! 
a.till »he knew you, and wliose He stopped a. moment or two, 
mder yeara still require the ataring.inhisuBualconfidentwaT, , 
jatoaal wing. Iinmy downcastfacejdidlnot, O ,, 

[He turned towards the window'my belovedfrlend.thjnkyou, want 
eo with me, my dear, since I a father or a mother just then?] 
to be devoted to him, thatlBut if hecouldnot, ho soon as ho 
jian 13 not absolutely im- wished, prococe my consent toa ,, 
letrable!): hia emotion was <Iay; in Ma£ case, he thought the ,| 
lble;yet he endeavoured to sup- ! coroplimcut might as well be made 
— " Approaching me again ; | Jo Lord M. as not — [see mij Wear/], , 
«iuM,i wasobliged to turn froiniSince 'he settlementB might be ,| 
.-«; angeUc something, he gaid: drawn and engroaaed in the inter- 
fatitthen, obtaining a heart more''^0"ient time, which would pacifr 
-nritoiietobiflwish, he once more I h'^ impatience, as na lime would 
I ipproacbed me. — For his ownj *'' '<'*'■ 
1 |wn, hesaid, as LordM. was so You nlU suppose how I was 
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affected by thJB Speech, by repeat- latter, with such an Idnied Mt 
iogthe BoLstance of what he said /lum ln'm. 
updiiit;8sfona,wa. I Iwaseilent. 

— But,lDyhiaBoul,hekncwnot,| Ifeii dag, madam , if not t 
BO much was I vpon the reserve, morrow? 
and 80 inuch; latent meaning did, Had hegivenmedinetoaMWi 
my eyeil^port, "bother, when he it could not have been in the offi 
mOBt hoped to please me, he was'^iative, you must think — but 
not furthest fromdoing BO. Would ji^iesanie breath, he went on— i 
I vonehaafe to Bay, wTiethcrlap- the day o/ler lfta(?— And takii 
proved of his C9nipliment to Lord i both my bands in his , lie Btt 
M. or not? | me into n half- eon fusion — w( 

To leave it to pie to chooBe ^uu have had patience with hii 
whether the apeedy day he ought my dear? 

lo have urged for with earnest- j No,iio, saidl, ascalmljraspo 
ness should be accelerated or slble, you cannot think that 
suspended i—MiBsHowe, thought; Bhonld imagine there can be reaw 
1, atthat moment, Bays I must nn! forauchahurrv. It wilt be ma 
run away from this man! lagreeable, to be aure for my loi 

Tobeaure,Mr.Lovelace, if this, to be present. 
matter be ever u> lie, it must be' I am all obedience and reefi 
agreeable to me to have the full nation, returned the wretch , wii 
approbation of one side, since I aself^ptnmingair, asif hehadu 
cannot have that of the nlher. I (juiesced to a proposal made i^m 

If this matter he eva- to fiel Good »"<* l""*! complimented me With 
God! what words are these at this greatpieoeof wi/'-rf-'n/a/. 
time of day 1 And full apprulaiivn Is it not plain, my dear, that X 
ofnneside? Why that word a;)- designs to vei and t«aBe ml 
pr»infi*<inf when tbeereatest pride Proud,yet mean, and foolish ma 
of all my family is, thatofhaving if so! — But you eay allpnnt 
the honour of so dear a creature is at an end with me. Why, wl 
for their relation. Would to nillhetakepains tomakeahei 
heaven, my dearest life, added he, wrap itself up in reaerve, tli 
that, without complimenting uny wishes only, and that for hia sak^ 
body, to-morrow might be the as weilaamyown, toobservedu 
happiest day of my life I — What decorum? 

say you, my angel? With a Modoaty, I think, required 
trembliog impatience, that ccEWfii mo, that it should pass aa belli. 
not affected — What aay you for put lt:didit not'?— Ithiokitdit 
lo-morrowt Would to heaven — but what 

It was likely, my dear, I could nifies wishing? 
■ay much to it, or name another But when he would have 
day, had J been dinposed to the viarded hhaself, as be had *■ — 
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^V forecalledit,forthiaaelf'SuppoBed 
H conoesBion, with n kiss, 1 ri'jiulaed 
■ him with a just and very eiucere 
I disdain. 

I He seemed both vexed and sur- 

I prised, as one vrho had made the. 
' most agreeable propoaaUandcon- 1 
cessions, and thought them iin-' 
gratefully retuvned. He plainly 
said, that he thought our situation 
would intitle bim to such an in- 
nocent freedom ; and he was both 
amazed and grieved to be thus 
aeomfully repuUed. 

No reply could be made by me 
on Buch a subject. I abruptly 
broke from bim. IrccoIIect, asJ 



^ 



offered in wrath to his forehead: 
the words inili/ference bif lux eiiul, 
ncit III hatred, I heard him speak; 
and aomethiueofice he mentioned: 
I heard uot what. 

Whether he int^ds to write to 
my lord, or to Mist Montague, 11 
cannot tell. But tu all delicaay, 
ought III be over leilh me nom, per- j 
baps I am to blame to expect it' 
from a man who may not know: 
lahal ill'. If he does mil, and yet 
thinks himself very polite, and 
intends notto be otherwise, I am 
rather to be pitied).Jjian he to be 
censured. 

And after all, since I muW take 
hiiQ as 1 find him,] mint: that is to 
say, aa a man and so accustomed 
to be admired, that, not being' 
conscious of internal defect, lie| 
has taken no pains to polish more 
than his outside: and as his pro- 
posals are higher than my 
pectations; and as, in his 



297' 

opinion, he has a great deal ta 
bear from ine,Iw(7/(nonewoffeBce 
preventing) sit down to answer 
them; — and, if possible, in terms 
as unobjectionable to him, as hia 

But, after alt , see you not , i_ , 
dear,moreBRd more, the mismatch- 
that there is iu our minds V 

However, I am willing ti 
pound for my fault, by giving up., 
(if that may be all my punish-^ 
mcnt) the e^jjectation of what if ' 
deemed happiness in thislife,witl 
such a husband as 1 fear he wlU, * 
make. In short, I wilt c 
myself to bo a guffsring 
through the state to the em 
life. — A long one it cannot 

This may qualify him (as it may 
provej from stings of consciencs;' 
from misbehaviour to a fimt wife, 
to be a more toterabte one to &>' 
nec'ind, though not perhaps S't 
better deservine one: while mv 1 
story, to all who shall know it,^ 
will afford these instructions: 
Thai the eye xi'a tfailiiY, and ought 
ever In be mistrunted; that form it,, 
deceitful: in other words; Ihal e 
fine persim is seldom paired iij t, 
fine mnd: and ihal sound prindplei^', 
and a i/nnd luarl, are the anlif btaai. 
on which Ihe hopen of a happy' 
future, either with respect to lAti] 
world, or the other, can be built. « 
I And so much at present for Mr.' 
Lovelace's proposals; of which T 
desire joui ' '' ■* 
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fVmr Ulltrt are mritlen by Mr. 
Louelaet from the date of hie 
loMt, giving the ttate ofaffaiti 
ielveen liim and llie lady, pretlg 
mueA the mme at in ben in the 
tame period, allowing for the 
huntour in hit, and for Aii retent • 
menii expreimd teith vehemenee 



on ktr retohition to leave him', \f 
herfHendt could be'brought la 
be recontiled to her. — A fea ./'] 
eriraelt from them will be'onjyu^ 
given. 'k[JI. 

What, tayshe, mightbavebe-'"' 
come of me, and of tny projecta, 
had not her father, and the reat 
of the implacables, etood my 
Meads? 



henair for Iir Teail[nci> lo'inipect blni, 

BtU hii chanulir, hit pnaeiplii, mli 
•JiB,oretofauUu; haia i»lialu,m--'- 
<o BorfoKi.' — ricn, mirdeflr, Ifto 
guotdian nrm, no father, iit mo 
Holhiie bmi God ni mt cm tigilai 
depeiuf Hpoi ! Id pi«e ^10 o( tbia vol 



'«. 



nyulf, .m 



'Tianlm'n she would hare mven 
■ meuptorever. Nor flhonld lliaTe 
ifr^'bocD able to prerent her aban- 
doning of me, nnlesB I had torn up 
Ihe tree by Ike molt to come at ihe 
friul; which I hope slill lo bring 
doton by a gentle thake or two , ifl ■ 
cm bat have patience to atay the 
ripeiuDg MBsoD. 
Thill triumphing ' in hit unpolHe 
cruelly, he tayt, . , 

After her havghhr treatiueat of ' 

liirn'renlBrreiiioiir" ¥' "■ — *"'» ' "™ rtBOlred Bhe »Sa« Bpcak 

TigfunM, AiidLo^eii.^B*Lii|out. There area thonBandbeantiea 
■I, u ha dMi L(tur oiiiv onto be discoTer6d in the hce, in Ae 
?^fw™,-T»L"?"',"'r"'«''cent, inthe6u«J-ft«JiAi3berit«- 
'^/^'l;?.'^"^ ttrS^Jtjtiona of a woman who ia^eanwrt . 

WoUiiiij ftafi*«hiaAt.io« on about a subject which aha Wanto 

''^'.'?T.'^'ilV^'!f"'JKSi^''^- ,, tointroduce, yet knowa not how. 
fo™.S«dB.^ro^C1«K.':«nd'^ci!' Silly fellowa, calling thenlaelrei 

._.^__. ._. .._._> . .... i^lgenejong ones, wonM raloe them- 

'jselres for sparing a' lady's eon- 

d : fusion r but they are silly fellom 

'-[indeed, and rob tbemBelres of 

'oaeoTim rf'her"™ Tuhrr dpiicii'l prodiKinus ploawire bytheir fbri 

iituUDD, muMDot tinTa Aaujtit iHum- wardnesa; and at th6 dame tiitie 






kir etUiili 
vxamptp; a 



rltllT bmnd lo ' 
>n«lil teTS (sTTlail all hl(i 



'Inai^eited oo tbeie oeeadoni. 
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ril tell thee beforehand hovr it 
irSl be with my charmer m this 
ease — she Trill be about it, and 
Kboatit, BeveiHl times; but 1 will 
^nottinderstftndhcr: at last, after 
j&lfadoaenhem — ings, she will 
Tw obh'ged t? Bpeak out — Illiinl; 
I'Jk&v Lovelace — / Ihink , rir — / 
■ti mere saying some lioyn ago ' 
I will be all silence — her 
eyes fised upon my slioe- buckles, I 
as I ait over against her — ladies, , 
when put toit thus, always admire I 
a man's shoe-buckles, or perhaps! 
■ome parLicular beauties iu the: 
carpet lOiinkyniisaid, llial MrxJ 
FrelchiiUle — then a cryalal tear 
trickles down each crimson cheek, j 
Teied to have her virgin pride so 
little assisted. But, come, my' 
meaning dear, cry I to myself, re- ■ 
member, what I haTeBnffpred fir 
thee, and what I haTB suffered 6ff 
theei Thy tearful paosings shall 
not be helped out by me. Speak 
ont, love! — the sweet con- 
-fd^on! Can I rob myself of so 
utar conflicting beauties by the 
lec^ntate ohanner pitying folly, 
J which a politer man [thou kimu!- 
tt, lovely, that I am no jiolile 
pml] betrayed byhisomn tender- 
sets, and unused to female tears,' 
would have been overcome? I will! 
fngp an irresolution of mind ouj 
&e occasion, that she may not 
mile abhor me — that her reflec- 
-fiona on the scene in my absence 
may bring to her remembranoei 
•omebeautieBinmy partof it: an 
faresolution that will be owing toj 
•we, to reverence, to profound, 
Teneiation; and that will havej 
I it than words 
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can have. Speak out then, love, 
andsparenot. 

Hard-l earteilne'S, as it is called, 
is an esseniial of the libertine's 
diaracler. Familiarized to the dis- 
tresses he occasions, he ia seldom' 
betrayed by tenderness into »i 
complaisant weakness unworthy^ 
of himself. 
Mentioning the aelttcmenti. As 
■ '^S', 

I am in earnest as to the terms. 
Tf I inarry her [and I have no 
doubttbat I shatl, after my pride, 
m^ ambition, n\y revenije . ifthoti 
wilt, is Ratified] I Will do her* 
noblejustice. The morel do for 
such a prudent, such an excellent' 
economist, the more shall 1 do fi)r' 
myself. — But, by my soul, Bel-' 
ford, her hanghtiness shall be 
brought down to own both love 
and obligation to me. Nor will 
this sketch of settlements bring us 
forwarder than Ij^ould have it. f 
Modesty of sei will stand my 
friend at any time. At the very 
altar, our hands joined, I will en- 
gage to make this proud beautv 
leave the parson and me, and all 
my friends who should be present, 
though twenty in number, to look ' 
like tools upon one another, wl 
she took wing, and flew out of the ' 
chUFch-door, or window, (if they 
were open, and the door shut) and ' 
this only by a single word. 
He menliont liii raih expresii , 

that the ihoulii ha hit , although ' 

bis damnation shoutit be l/iepur' 

At that instant, saga he, I waa ' 
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vpfio tbo ptmtot making a viol rat 
utempt, but was cheeked in the 
Tei; moment, andbntJuBtin time 
to aaTe mjadf, by tiib anc I was 
■track wiui OD again casting my 
eye upon her terrified but 1ot«1]' 
uce, and seeing, as I thougbt, 
her epotlet*-' he^ in every line 
of it 

Tirtne, rirtnel prnceei 
nhat i* there in Ihee, that 
thdS againat hie will affect the 
heart Ota Lovelace! -- Whence 
theae involuntary tremors a 
fear of giving mortal offence? 
What arttlion, that acting in t 
hreaat of a'feeble woman, cai 
Btrike BO mnch Awe into a, spirit 
intrepid! Which never before, i 
not in my first Attempt, young 
I then was, and frightened at my 
own boldness, (tUIT found myself 
/or^Wn)had'Bllch effect upon r 

Be painft ia'Utith/ colovrs that 
fjertiff the leene belweea him 
uni'tbe lady, where ilic sai/i, ;th& 
word fafhtr'haa a sweet, and 
venerable lonnd with it. 

1 wuesceedinglj; Affected, eays 
he, upon the occasion, But was 
ashamed to he anrpHsed into such 
ft fit of onmaj^ weakness — so 
tuhamed, that I was resolved to 
anbdoB it at the instant, and to 
gnard. against . the like for the 
filturs. Yet, at thatmoment. I 
more than half regretted, that I| , , , 
amid not permit her to enjoy ailangbed at hyfAms/ 
trinmph which she so well de-| Let me acquaint thee, Jack, 
served to glory in — her youth, i otJiif. he by wag of poMecrqtl, that 
her beauty, her artless innocence, I this ^ort of ban to leave me . if - 
and her manner, equally beyond sbeconldhaveheenreceiTedj ner 
c(iD>]iariBon or description. But, sending for a ooaah on 8mdi^ 



her mdi^trmee^ Belfijid! — That 
she conld resolve to sacrifice me 
tolbemalice of my enemies; and 
carry on the dew'gn insvclandas- 
lineamanner — yet love her, asl 
do, topbrensy! — Revere her, as 
I do, to adoration! — These were 
the recollections with 'which I for- 
tified my recreant heart against 
her! — Yet, after all, ifsheper- 
9evere,sbemuBteonqnerl — Cow- 
ard, as she has made] me, that 
never was a coward beforel 
flc eoncltidet hit fojirth hfter in 
a veliemenl t-age , upon her re- 
fiuing him, when he ffffered to 
lahtli her; having tappoied, at 
he cumi, that the would have 
been all eondeteentian on hit 
propotalt lo her. 
This, foyviie, IvriUibr everre- 
member agaidst her, in order to 
steeL my heart, that I may cu! 
ihrovgh a rwib of ice to heis; and 
repay her for the disdain, the 
ficom^, whieh glowed in her comi- 
teuance, and was apparent in hw 
air, at her abrupt departure front 
me, after snch obliging hehavionr 
on taj side, and alter I had so 
carnestiy pressed her for an eariy 
day. lue women below say, she. 
hates me; she despises mel — 
And 'tis. trae: she does; she must 
— and. why cannot J take their 
advice? I will not hmg, my fair 
he despised by Aee, and- 
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nodoubt, resolving not to return, to be honest on this side of hii 
if she had gone out without me, grand climacteric, 
ffor did ahe not declare that ehe- ^eto suggest delftyfromacom- 
nad thoughts to relire to aome ' pliment to oe maile to Lord Af. 
of the villaffea about town, where and to give lime for settlementa! 
she could te safe and priTnte?) //B,apartofwho3e character itia, 
have, altogether, so much alarmed not to know what complaisance to 
me, that I have been adding to hia relatione is — I have no'pa- 
the written instructions for my |tience withhiai! Vou cfid intteied 
•fellow and the people below how want an interposing friend oif the 
to act in case she should elope in affectingoccaaiOn whiclt youmen- 
my absence: particularly letting tion in yours of yeatprdny niom- 
Willknowwhathe ahall report to ing. But, upon my word, werel 
ctrangera, in case she shall throw I to have been that moment in your 
herBelfupon any such, wiih a ve- situation, and been ao treated, I 
solution to abandon me. To these would have torn hia eyes out . and 
instrnctions 1 shiill further add, as' l^ft it to his own heart, when 1 
cirewnatances otfer. ■ had done, to furnish the reason 

for iL 

Would tn heaven to-morrow, 
imlhoiil fiimi'linienlmn any bnily^ 
nhht be hin happi/ ilaij! — VillBinl 
After he had liimself suggested 
the complimentl — And! think 
' " of delayingi 



Thnrs^Uy, May IB. 
I BATB neither time nor pa- 

' tience, my dear friend,' to anawer — j— o- 

> every material article in your last' Fellow, that he Is ^ llow my 
'letters just now received. Mr.|heartiB wrung! — 
rLoretace's proposals are all I like! Itut, as matters now stand be- 
Of'him. And yet (as you doj I twi3tyou,Iam veijunsemonable 
'Aink that be concludes ihemnot'in expressing my rcsentminta 
' irilh that warmth and earaestnesB aeainathim. — Yetldon'tltoow 
i^hich we might naturally have'whether I am or not, neither; 
'QCpeeted from nim. Never iumy'slnce it isthemost cruel of fates, 
ififSdidlhearorreadof sopatient^for a woman to be forced to have 
ikman, with such a blessing in his ' a man whom her heart despises. 
nacb. But wretches of his cast, [You must, at ^easi.i despise him; 
iKlween yon and mfe, my dcar,iat times, however. Hia denched 
"hftvenotilfaney.tlie ardours tliat|fist offered to bis forehead on 
ihonest men have. Who knows, your leaving him in just displea- 
W your Bell once epitefully said, sure — I wish it had bven a pole- ■ 
Iwil he may have tialf a dozen a-x, and in Ibe baud of his worst 
'Creatures to quit his hands of be- ' enemy. 

fcreheengageafor life? — Yetll I will endeavour to think of 
ilicJierQ you must not expect him ' some method , of some scheme to 
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get YOU from himl, and to ^ you 
Bafely somewhere till your cousin 
Moraen arriires — a scheme to lie 
« by jou, and to be pursued as oc- 
casion may be given. Yoi]^ are 
sure that you can go abroad when 
you please? and that our cor- 
respondence is safe? I cannot, 
however (for the reasons hereto- 
fore mentioned respecting your 
own reputation) wish you to leave 
him while he gives you not cause 
to suspect his honour. But your 
heart I know would be the easier, 
if you were sure of some asylum in 
case of necessity. 

Yet once more, I say I pan have 
no notion that he can or dare to 
mean you dishonour. But then 
the man is a fool, my dear — 
that's all. 

However, since you are thrown 
upon a fool, marry the fool, at 
the first opportunity; and though 
I doubt that this man will be the 
most ungovernable of fools, as all 
witty and vain fools are, take him 
as a punishment, since you cannot 
as a reward: in short, as one given 
to convince you that there is no- 
thing put imperfection in this 
life. : 

And what is the result of all I 
have written, but this? Either 
marry, my dear^ or get from them 
all, and nrom him too. 

xou intend the latter, yoa*lI 
sayj as soon as you have oppor- 
tunity. That, as above hinted, I 
hope quickly to furnish you with: 
and then ^omes on a trial between 
you and yourself. 

These are the very fellows that 
we women do not naturally hatei^ ' 



We don't always know what 'ia 
and what is not, in our power to 
do. When some principal poi^t 
we haveion^ had in view becomes 
so critical, that wemustof neces-: 
sity choose or refuse, then peri 
haps we look about us; are af- 
frighted at the wild and uncertain 
prospect before us; and after a 
few struggles and heart-aches, re- 
ject the untried new; draw in our 
horns, and resolve to «nai/-on, as 
we did before, in a tract we are 
acquainted with. 

I shall be Impatient till I hare 
your next I am, my dearest 
friend, 

Your ever affectionate and 
faithful 

Anka Howb. 



LETTER XCni. 
Mr. Belford to Robert LoTolace, Esq. 1 

Wednesday, May 17. 

I CAVNOT conceal from you any 
thing that relates to yourself so 
so much as the inclosed does. |You 
Will see what the noble writer ap- 
prehends from you, and wishes of 
you, with regard to MisslHarlowe, 
and how much at heart all your 
relations have it that you do 
honourably bjr her. They com- 
pliment me with an influence over 
you, which I wish with all m^ 
soul voti woul4 let me have in this 
article. 

Let me once more entreat thee, 
Lovelace, to reflect, before it be 
too late (before the mortal offence 
be ^ven), upon thejpraces and 
merits of this la4y. Cet thy fir^ 
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■^uent remorses &t last eod in one cooimunication; and asanre ber 
^^ectual remorse. Let not pride tliat Ihou g»veat them up from 
Tod wflntonneas of heart ruin thy remorse , and in justice to her 
ioirer prospects. B7 m^ faith, eitraordinniy merit; and let her 
'' -ivelace, there is nothing but have the opportunity of C — 
..jiity, conceit, and nonsense, gratulating herself for Bubdu_^ 
31 ODT wild schemes. As we grow a heart so capable of what thou 
Jlder, we shall be wiser, and look- callest glm-inim miacluef. This will 
faig back upon our foolish notions give her room for triumph: and 
■f tlie present hour (our youth even Ihee no less: she, for ken 
issipated) shall certainly despise over thee; thou, for tklne o — 
SnnelvGB, when wc think of the Viyself. 

honourable engagements we might Keflectlikewiseuponfaersufipr- 

^vemade: thoujiaoreespecially, ings for thee. Actually at the 

F thou lettest soch a malchleds time thou art forming schemea t( 

Katnre slide through thy fingers, ruin her (at least in Aey sense ol 

^ creature pure from her cradle, the word) is she not laboonng 

^ oil her actions and sentiments uuder a father's curse laid upon 

Uniformly noble. Strict in the her by thy means, and for thy 

' performance of all her even vnre- sake? And wouldst Ihou give 

Jgfirded duties to the most <"i- operation aud completion to tt-*' 

reas'inable if faihei-K, wbatagi/e, curse, which otherwise cam 

will she make the man who[slNiIl have effect? 

tf have the honour to call her hi^! 1 Aud what, Lovelace, all t 

What apiiieheiiaionB wouldst time is thy pride? — Thou that 

Ihou have had reason for, had vainly imaginest that the whole 

ihe been prevailed upon bj' giddy family of the Harlowes, andtb&t 

or frail motivea, for which oue of the Howes loo, are hut thy 

man, by importunity, might pre- machines, unknown to themselvea, 

vula« wellaaanother? to bring aboutthypuiposes, and 

We all know what an inventive thy revenge, what art tbou more, 

geniue thou art master of: weai'e or better, than the instrument 

all sensible, that thou hast a head even of her implacable brother, 1 

la conli-ire, and a lieait l<i e:i:ecule. and envious sister, to perpetuate 

Have I not called thine Hut pint- the disgrace of the most excellent 

liaff'atheartiallieiinii'erget Icalled ofsisters, to which the^aremoved 

it so upon knowledge. What by vilely low and sordid mctivesV 

wouldst thou more'/ Why should — Canst thou hear, Lovelace, toir 

ithethemost viV/nnouj, as wellas be thought the machine of thy 1 

the niOBtaWe?^MarTy the lady; inveterate enemyJamesHarlowe? . 

and when married let her know — Nay, art not thou thecully of <t 

I what a number of contrivances that still viler JosephLeman, who ; 

L thoubadstinreadinesstoplayoff. serves himself as much by thy 

I Seg of her not to hate thee for the money, as be does thee by the 
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thoa the deril** agent, who only 
can , and who certainl j will, suit- 
ably reward thee, if thoa pro- 
oeedest , and if thoa effectest thv 



doable part he acta hjthTdiree-'OToiidir, let me beseech thee to be 
tion? ~ And farther still ,' art not I jast to Hiss Clarissa Harlowe. 
-^ -^ ^ •" ^ • • Xo matter whether these ex- 

postalations are in character from 
me, or not. I have been and am 
bad enongh. If thoa takest my 
Iparpose? ' j advice, wuich is (as the enclosed 

Could any man bat thee patfwiU shew) the'^idvice of all thj 
togethv upon paper the following | family, thoa wilt perhaps havtv.it 
qaestiolis with so much aneoDcem j to reproach me'j (and bat perhaps 
ms-thod seemest to have written ; neither) that thoa art not a worse 
them? — Give them a reperosal, i man than mvaelf. Bnt if thoa dost 
O heart of adamant! ^'Whither! no/, and if thoa ruinest sach a 
can she flv to avoid me? Her ivirtae, all the complicated wicked- 
parents will not receive her: her ness of ten devils, let loose among 
ancles will not entertain her: her j the innocent with full power over 
beloved Norton is in their direc- 1 them , will not do so much vile 
tion, and cannot: Miss Howe darej and base mischief as thoa wilt be 
not. She has not one fnend in. guilty of. 

town bat me : is entirely a stninffer j It is said , that the prince on his 
to the town.'** — What most that! throne is not safe, if a mind so 
heart be that can triam]^h in a desperate can be found, as values 
distress so deep, into which she | not its ntm Kfe. So may it be said, 
has been plon^edby thy elaborate that the most immaculate virtae is 
arts and contnvances? And what not safe, if a manjcan be^ met with, 
a sweet, yet sad rf*flection was who has no regard to his own ho- 
that, which had like to have had moor, and makes a jest of the most 
its dae effect upou thee , arising ■ solemn vows and protestations, 
from thy naming Lord M. for her I Thou may est by trick, chicane, 
nuptial father? Her tender years and false colours, thou, who art 
inclining her to trur/i a father, and worse than a piccaroon in lovey 
to hope a friend. ^~ 0, my dear overcome a poor lady, so en- 
Loveiace, canst thou resolve to be, I tangled as thoa hast entaneled 
instead of the father thou hast J her; so unprotected as thou hast 
robbed her of, a devil ? _ | made her : bat consider, how much 

more generous and just to her, and 
noble to thyself , it is to overcome 
thyself. 

Once more, it is no matt^ 



Thou knowest that I have no 
interest, that I can have no view, 
in wishing thee to do justice to 
this admirable creature. For thy 

own sake, once more I conjure | whether my past or future actions 
thee, for thy family's sake, and countenance my preachment, as 
for the sake of our common Ati-| perhaps thou'lt call what 1 have 

j written : but this I premise thee, 
''4e€p.264. I that whenever I meet 'with -a 
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voman of bnt one half of Misa lbttee xcit. 

Barlowe'B perfectionfl, who wiU LordJU.toJohaMtotd.B.q. 
bTOur me with her acceptance ,1 

rriil take the advice I give, and [hdoied ia ilie preceding.] 

taarry. Nor will I attempt to try am, m. Hall, Mondgy, May IB. 

h«r honour at the hazanl of my Ip any man in the world baa 
iwn. In other words, I wilt not power over my nephew, it is you. 
legrade an excellent creature in I therefore write this to beg you 
itroan ei/ai,hj trials, when I have to interfere in the affair depending 
iu> cause for Buspicion. And let between him and the most accom- 
^6 add, with respect to th^fay^e- plished of women, as every one 
utqft'ii manifestationsof whichtuoa says; and ichal every unesai/s must 
iosBtest,in tbyattempts upon the betnu:. 

centanduncomiptcd, rather I don't know that he has an; 
upon those whom thou baddesignsuponher; butlknoir 
— ~uaiy coropareat to wrens, his temper too well not to be ap- 
I, and pliyl-tits, as thou prebensive upon suchlong delays: 
^^^.iflest them ,* ihat 1 hope I have and the ladies here have been for 
tnptoncetoreproacbmyaelf that some time in fear for her: Lady 
: r&ined the morals of any one Sarah in particular, who (as yoa 
ireatnre, who otherwise would must know) is a wise womaD, says 
ttre been uncorrupted. Guilt that those delays, in the present 
noDgfali) ooutributing to thecuii- case, must be from him, rather 
nueagnilt of otherpoor wretches, than from the lady. 
tlua oneof those who take care, Ho had always indeed a strong 
tliB aball never rine wjain, when antipathy to marriage, and may 
itwhwonett/hiirti. Ilhink of playing his dog's tricka 

Whatever the capital devil, by her, as lie lias by so many 
""ei whose banner thou hast others. If there's any danger of 
.j(I,niltlet thee do, with regard this, 'tisbest to prevent it in time; 
tilis incomparable woman, I for when a iMiig is done, advice 
ft thou wilt act with honour in ci/mes too laie. 
jtfon to the indosed , between ' He has alvrays bad the follyand 
ird M. and me; since his lord- impertinence to make a jest of me 
'p, aaahou wilt see, desires that for using proverbs; but as they 
ma mayest not know he wrote are the wisdom of whole nntiona 
a tbe subject; for reasons, 1 aod ages collected into a small 
unk, very far from being credit- compass, lam not to be ashamed 
Ue to thyself: and that tiiou wilt out of sentences that often oon- 
ike as meant the honest zeal for tain more wisdom in them than 
iy$ervlce of (the tedious hiirangues of most of 

Thy real friend, our parsons and moralists. Let 

J. Bglfokd. himlau^hat them, if he pleaaes: 
• Hee-p. 3U. I you and 1 know better thi jga , Mr 
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Belford — though you have kept by him with a witne^g- Children^ 
company with a Suolf) you have not imen littleymake theirVknts fooU^ 
learnt to howl of him, • . | when great, mad. J^adhis parents 

But, Deverthelcss, YOU must not jiived to see what I have seen of 
let him kndw that 1 ngive written " 
to you on this subjbct I am 
ashamed to say it; but he has 
ever treated me as if I were a man 
of yery common understanding; 
and would , perhaps , think never 
the better of the best a(^ice in 
the world , for coming from me. 
Those y Mr. Belford', who most love 
are least set by. — But who would 
expect veloei to he macle out'fq' a 
sow's ear ! 



N/. 



him, they would have been mad 
indeed. 

This match, however, as the 
lady bad 8u6h an extraordinary 
share of wisdom and goodness, 
might set all io nghts: and if you 
can forward it, I wdula enable him 
fb make whatever settlemenla he 
could wish; and should not be un- 
willing to put him in possessio^npf 
another pretty estate besides. I am 
no covetous man, he knows. And, 



lam surehe has no reason, how- i indeed, what is a covetous man to 
ever, to slight me as he does. He ' be likened to so fitly, as to a dog in 
may and will be the better for me, ' awheelwhich roasts meat for otherst 



if he outlives me; though he once 

told me to my face, thati might do 

as I would with my estate ; for that 

he, for his part, loved ?ds liberty as 

mnch as he despised money. And 

at another time , twitting me with 

phrases, that the man was above 

controul who wanted not either to 

borrow or flatter. He thought, I, tremble for the lady; and if on 

suppose, that/tv;w^t/no/ cover him' hevB . fas he tells mjr niece Char- 

with my wings without pecking at him. Xotio) I could wish jshcj.were ap- 

with my bill] though I never used | prized that delays aj'fs dangbrous. 

to be pecking at him without very 'Excellent as she is, she; ought not 

freat occasion: and God knowsito depend on her merltiwitlisueh 
e might have my very heart *^ if a changeable fellow, and such a 
he would but endeavour to oblige professed marriage -hater as he 



And what do I live for (as I have 
often said) but to see him and 
my two' nieces well married and 
settled? May Heaven settle him 
down to a better mind, and turn 
his heart to more of goodness and 
consideration ! 
If the delays are on his side^ I 



me, by studying his own good ; tor 
that is all I desire of him. Indeed, 
it was his poor mother that first 
spoiled him: and I have been but 
too indulgent to him since. A fine 
grateful disposition, you'll say, to 



has been. Desert and reward, I can 
assure her, seldom keep company 
together. 

But let him remember, that 
vengeance, though it comes with 
leaden feet, strikes toith iron hands. 



return evil for good! But that was j If he behaves ill in this case, he 
always his way. It is a good i may find it so. What a pity it 
saying, and which was verified is that a man of his talents and 
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jieaming should be so vile a rake! ^indeed; for he sees into eternity, 
•Alas! alas! fJn&poign4e de bonne as a man meLy say. Them that 
vie vaut mieux que pldn muy de other fine saying, he wJio perishei 
clergi; a handful ox good life is in -needless dangers^ is the deviTi 
better than a whole bushel of martyr. Another proverb I picked' 
learnings { up at Madrid, when I accompanied 

Your may throw in, too, as a Lord Lexington in hia embassy to 
friend, that should he provoke me, 'Spain, which might teach our 
it may not be too late for me to nephew more mercy and compas* 
marry. My old friend Wycherly !«ion than is iu his nature I doubt 
did so, when he was older than j to shew; which is this, thai he who 
I am, on purpose to plague his\^piHes another remembers himself. 
nephew: and in spite of this gout. And this that is going to follow, 
I -might have a child or two still. ; I am sure he has proved the truth 
l4.have not been without some of a hundred times, that he who 
tiioughts that way, when he hsi'i'does what he will ^ seldom does what 
aogered me more than ordinary: he ought. Nor is that unworthy of 
but these thoughts have gone off his notice, young men*s frolics old 
again hitherto, upon my consider- ' men- feel. My devilish gout, God 
ing that the children of very young help me — but I will not say what 
tmd very old men (though 1 am not I was going to say. 
80 very old neither) last not lo^^gfl I remember, that you, yourself, 
and that old meti , when they marry[ complimenting me for my taste in 
young women ^ are said to maAte pithy and wise sentences, said a 
much of death: yet who knows but thing that gave me a high opinion 
that matrimony might.be good of you; and it was this: Men of 
against the gouty humours 1 am talents ^b9\6. you, are sooner to be 
troubled with ? | convinced by short sentences than by 

No man is every thing — you, ' long preachments, because the short 
Mr. Belford, are a learned ma,n.' sentences drive themselves into the 
I am a peer. And do you (as you Jieart^ and stay hete, while long dis- 
best know how) inculcate uponl courses, though ever so good, tire the 
hiin the force of these wise saymgs ' attention; and one good thing drives 
widch follow, as well as those ! out another, and so on,till all is for- 
wiifch went before ; but yet so dis- ' gotten, 

erectly; as that he may not knowj May your ^ood counsel, Mr. 
that you borrow your darts from Belford, founded upon these hints 
my ^Mii;^r. These be they — Happy YrhiaYi I have given, pierce his 
is the man who kntnos his follies in ' heart j and incite him to do what 
his youth. He that lives well, lives ^wiW be so happy for himself, and 
long. Again, he that lives ill one sonecessaryror the honour of that 
yenr will sorrow for it seven. And admirable lady whom 1 long to see 
again, as the Spaniards have it — his wife; and if I may, I will not 
who lives well sees afar off! Far off think of one for myself. 
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Should he abuse tbe^confidence an honour to thee. And I haye» 
she has placed in him, I myself besides, a melandioly story to tell 
shall pray that vengeance may thee, in relation to Belton and his 
faU upon his head — Raro — IjThomasine; and which may afford 
quite forg;et all my Latin: but 1 1 a lesson to all the keeping class, 
uink it is, Raro antecedeniem] I have a letter from each of our 
scelesUimdeseruitpedepcenaclaudoilihree companions in the^time. 
Where vice goes beiore, venge- j They have allthe wickednera that 
ance (sooner or later) will follow. I thou hast, but not the wit. Some 



But wny do I translate these things 
for you? 

I shall make no apologies for 
this trouble. I know how well you 
love him and me: and there is 
nothing in which you could serve 
us both more importantly, than in 
forwarding this match to the ut- 
most of your power. When it is 
done, how shall I rejoice to see 

Jrou at M. Hall! Meantime I shall 
ong to hear that you are likely to 
be successful with him, and am, 
Dear sir, 
Your most faithful friend and 
servant, 

M. 

Mr. Lovelace having not returned 
an answer to Mr, Belford^s ex- 
postulatory Letter so soon as 
Mr. Betford expected y he xorote 
to him y exjyressing his appreheji- \ 
sion that he had disobliged him 
by his honest freedom. Among 
other things, he says — 

I pass my time here at Watford, 
attending my dying uncle, very 
heavily. I cannot, therefore, by 
any means dispense with thy cor- 
respondence. And why shouldst 
thou punish me , for having more 
conscience and more remorse than 
thyself? Thou who never thought- 
est either conscience or remorse 



new roguenes do two of them 
boast of, which, I think, if com- 
pleted, deserve tiie gallows. 

I am far from hating intrigue 
upon principle. But to have 
awkward fellows plot, and commit 
their plots to paper, destitute of 
the seasonings, of the acumenj 
which is thy talent, how extremely 
shocking must their letters be! — 
But do thou, Lovelace, whether 
thou art, or art not, determined 
upon thy measures with regard to 
the fine lady in thy power, enliven 
my heavy heart by thy communi- 
cations ; and thou wilt oblige 
Thy melancholy friend, 
J . Belfobd. 

LETTER XCV. 
Mr. Lovelaco to John Belford, Esq. 

Friday, night. May 19. 

When I have opened my views 
to thee so amply as 1 have aonein 
my former letters , and have told 
thee , that my principal design is 
but to bring virtue to a trial , that, 
//"virtue , it need not be afraid of; 
and that the reward of it will be 
marriage (that is to say, if, after 
I have carried my point , I cannot 
prevail upon her to live with me 
the life of honour*; for that thou 
* See p. 57. 
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lowest ia the wish of my heart); 
^Am amazed at the repetition lof 
ff wtunbling noDBeuse. 
^ am of oiJiriioD with thee, that 

, iU time hamXjWiKu I a,tn gr<i^n 

K^wri I shali conclude that Iheie 
U tf tii>lhin(/ bTii vanity, conceit, urul 
■ MflWniw m nil/ yrefent^ld ichemea. 
f Sot what ifl this saying, but that I 
BWt be first wiser ? 

I do DOt intend In let (Ids laateh- 
tlWl argaliire slide Ikruugh my fin- 

Art thou able to aay half the 
ibingB in her praise, that 1 Imve 
■ud, and am contiuually saying 
or writinK? 

Her gloomy father cnreed the 

Bweet creature, because she put 

itontofhiswieked power to com- 

oel ber to have the man she hated. 

Thoii kcowest how little merit she 

I has with me on this score — and 

U 1 not trg the virtue I intend, 

n full proof, to rewai'l, because 

r father is a tyrant? — Why 

t thou thus eternally reflecting 

tt so excellent a woman, as if 

1 wert BSflured she would fail 

hlie'n'u/.'' — Nay, thou declarest, 

Bveiy time thou writest on the 

~~^ecti. that she will, tliat she 

ield, erUaiirjle(la»sheis; SMd 

,.._jikestbervirtue the pretence 

KElhy solicitude for her. 

^ /fn intlruiiient nf the vile James 

juarhice, dost thou call me?— 

f d'ackl how could I curse theel / 

a instrumeiit of that brother! of 

I that stater 1 But mark the end — 

Kind thou shalt see what wilt be- 

Gome of that brother and of that, 

lister! i 

Play not agmnst me my own 



acknowledged sensibilitieB, I de- 
sire thee. Sensibilities, which at 
the same time thatthey contradict 
thy charge of an ailamnnHneheart 
in thy friend, thou hadat known 
nothing of, had I not communi- 
cated tiem to thee. 

//■ / ruin sucli a virlve., sayest 
thou! — Eternal monotonistl — 
Again, Tlie tiioslimniacitlale mrtu» 
may be ruinfd bg men mho hiaie no 
regard to their honour, and (oA<> 
mate a jest of the muni solemn 
oailis, See. What must be the. 
virtue that trill be ruined vnthovt 
nntlin! Is not tiio world full of 
these deceptions? And are not 
Inveis' oalkt a. jest of hundreds of 
years standing? And are not 
cautions against the perfldy of 
our sei a necessary part or the 
female education? 

I do intend to endeavour ta 
overeome mj/sW/^; but I must first 

Have 1 not said , that the honour 
of the sex is concerned that £ 
should »rj.' 

TMienever tJiOu meetest vrith (L 
wontan of bul half her pfrfectiona^ 
Ihi'uwill laarrn - Do, Ja*k. 

Can a girl be iler/raded hij trialSfi 

I am cladtbat thoutakestcrima 
to thyself for not endeavouring to. 
convert the poor wretches whont 
(iiliem have ruined. I will not 
recriminate upon thee, Belford,- 
as I might, when thou flatteresb 
thyself, that thou never ruinedst^' 
the morals of any young creature, 
who otherwise would not have' 
been corrupted — the palliating 
consolatioa of biiKqUc:^\jAV«»&> 
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determined rather to gluttonize.idesironstoappeartoa iover^snd 



en the g^bage of other fool 
feeders than to reform. — But, 
tell me, Jack, woaldst thou have 
spared such a gitl as my Kose- 
bud, had I not, bj^wy example, 
engaged thy geneWsity? Nor 
was my Bosebud the only girl I 
spared: when my power was 
acknowledged, who more merci- 
ftd than thy friend? 

It is resistance that iaflames desire, 
Sharpens the darts of love, aiid blows its 

fire. I 

Love is disarmed that meets with too 

mach ease ; 
He laagaishes, and does not care to 

please. 

The women know this as well 
as the men. They love to be ad- 
dressed with spirit ; 

And therefore His their golden fruit tfiey 

guard 
fnth 60 much caro, to make possession 

hard. 

Whence, for a by -reflection, 
the ardent, the complaisant "gsll- 
lant is so often preferred tcFthe 
cold, the unadoring hiil^and. 
And yet the sex do not eonsider, 
that variety and novelty give the 
ardour and the obsequiousness: 
and that, were the rake as much 
used to them as the husband is, he 
would be [and his to his own %bifey 
if married] as indifferent to their 
favours as their husbands are; 
and the husband in his turn would, 
to another woman, be the rake. 



actually were to him as such; and 
then the rake, which all women 
love, will last longer in the husband 
than it generally does.** 

But to return: — If I have not 
sufficiently cleared my conduct to 
thee in the above ;; I refer thee once 
more to mine of the 13th of last 
month ^. And pr'ythee. Jack, 
lay me not under a necessity'^ 
repeat the same things so often. 
I hope thou readest wnat I write 
more than once. 

I am not displeased that thou 
art so apprehensive of my resent- 
ment, that I cannot miss a day 
withoutmakin^thee uneasy. Thy 
conscience, 'tis plain, tells thee, 
that thou hast deserved my dis- 
pleasure: and if it has convinced 
thee of that, it will make thee 
afraid of repeating thy fault. See 
Uiat this ne the consequent^. 
Else now that thou hast told me 
how I can punish thee , it-is very 
likely that I do punish thee by mv 
silence, although I have as mueh 
pleasure in writing on this' charm- 
ing subject as ^ou ca^st have in 
reading what I write." * • ' •.• 

When a boy , if a dog ran: away 
from me through fear, I generafiy 
looked about for a stone or. a 
stick; and, if neither offered to 
my hand, I skimmed my hat after 
him , to make him afraid for some- 
thing. What signifies power 9 : if 
we do not exert it? 

Let my lord know that then 
hast scribbled to me. But give 



Let the women, upon the whole, 

take this lesson from a Lovelace 

— " Always to endeavour to m ake ] _ 

themselves as new to a husband, > him not the contents of thy epiiitie. 

and to appear as elegant and as {Though a parcel of crude staff, 

ohUgmg to him as they ' lure « Bee p. 49, ft seq. 
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t would think theni was bc 
hiiig in it. Poor ar^ments 
lo, when brought m favour of 
rhatwelike. But the stupid gcer 
^ttle thinks that this lady la a 
ebel to love. On the contrary, 
-"t, only he, but all the world, 
.Ueve her to be a volunteer in 
be service. So I ahall incui 
Jaiae, audahe will be pitied, if 
""*'''ng happen amisB. 

B my lord's heart _ _ . 

his match, I have written 

j^ueadj, to let him know, "That 
d; onhappv character haa given 
njr beloved an ungeneroua dif- 
^dence of me. That she ia ao 
notber-sick and father fond, that 
be bad rather return to Uarlowe 
Mace than marry. That she is 
^^^■"ea apprehensive, that the atep 
le has taken of goingnffwithi ~ 
ill make the ladies of a family 
ucb rank and honour a^ ou 
binkalightly of her. Thatthere- 
i>re I deaire hia lordship (though 
}bi^ bint, 1 tell him , muat bc very 
iehcately touched) to write me 
ucb a letter as 1 cau ahen her: 
et bjm treat mo in it ever bc 
ireely, I shall not take itamisB, 1 
eDbim, bccauselknow his lord- 
illip takes pleaaure in writine tc 
~-B in a corrective atyle). 'fhai 
I Dsy make what offers he 
isteaaea on the marriage. That 
i derire hia presence at the ccre- 
.IDOiiTj that I may take from his 
.^and the greatest blessing that! 
^OTtal man can give me." ' 

, I have not absolutelj^ told the 
JjmJv that I would write to hisi 
I^voabip to this effect; yet have 
^Ton nor reason to think 1 will 



Sothat.withont the last neeessity 
IJGhall jiot produce the anawer I 
expect from him: for 1 am very 
lotD, lown, to make use of any of 
my family'snames for the further- 
ing of my designs. And vet 1 
niuat make all secure before 1 pull 
off the maak. Was m-i lliis my 

ilive for hinging Iter hitlifi:? 

Thus thou sccsl, that the old 



aentences, they cannot posaibly 
domegood. Iwasearlysuffocatt^ 
with hia -icindiim ofnahmis. When 
a boy , 1 never asked any thing of 
him butoutflewa /fUftvA,' and if 
the tendency of that, was lo de4y 
me , 1 never could obtain the least 
favour. This gave ma so great an 
aversion to the very word, that 
when achitd,! made it acondition. 
with my tutor, who w.is an honest 
parson , that I would not read my 
Bih!eatall,if ho would not accuse 
me one of the wisest books in it: 
to which, however,! had no Other 
objection, than that it was called 
ilie ProL'erba. And aa fof Solomon, 
he waa fhen a bated character 
with me, not because of hia poly- 
gamy, butbopauselhad conceived 
him to be Bueh another muaty 'old 
fellow as my uncle. 

Well , but let us leave old saws 
to old men. — What signifies thy 
tedious whining over thy de- 
parting relation? Is it not ge- 
..nerally agreed that he cannot 
recover? Will it not be kind in 
jtheetoput him out of hia misery? 
I hear that ho is pestered atill 
with visits from doctors, and 
apothecaries, and surgeons; that 
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they cannot cnt so deep as the i swords point, to be so plaguily 
mortification has gone; and thatjliipped at the consequences of a 
in every visit, in every scarifica-ic^romca/.one/ — What though the 
tion, inevitable death is pro- ' scarificators work upon him day 
nounced upon him. Why then do by day? It is only upon a caput 
they keep tormenting him? Is it mortuum: and pr'yth'ee ^o <o, to 
not to take away more of his living > use the stylum veterum, and learn 
fleece than of his dead flesh? — ioftheroyaZ^t/Zc^^r^; who for sport 
When a man is given over, the '(an hundred times worse men 
fee should surely be refused. Are than thy Lovelace) widow ten 



theynot now robbing his heirs? 
— What hast thou to do, if the 
will be as thou*dst have it? — He 
sent for thee [did he not?] to close 
his eyes. He istbut an uncle, is 
he? 



thousand at a brush, and make 
twice as many fatherless — leHorn 
of them, I say, how to support a 
single de&th. 

But art thou sure , Jack, it is a 
mortification? — My uncle once 



Let me see , if I mistake not , it . gave promises of such a root-and- 
is in tiie Bible, or some other good I brancn distemper; but alas! it 
book; can it be in Herodotus? — j turned to a smart ^ut-fit; and / 
O, I believe it is in Josephus; aihad the mortification instead of 
half- sacred and half -profane ! him, - • I have heard that bark m 
author. He tells us of a king Jof proper doses will arrest a morti- 
8}rria, put out of his pain by his ' ncation in its progress, and at last 
prime minister, or one who de- J cure it. Let thy uncle*s surgeon 
served to be so, for his contrivance. ! know, that it is worth more than 



The story says, if I am right, that 
he spread a wet cloth over his 
face, which killing htm, he reigned 
in his place. A notable feflowl 



Perhaps this wet cloth, in the | better 
original , is what we now call lau- 
danum; a potion that overspreads 
the faculties, as the wet cloth did 
the face of the royal patient; and 
the translator knew not how to 
render it. 

But how like a forlorn varlet 
thou subscribest, 7%y melancholy 
friend, J. Belfobd! Melancholy! 



his ears, if he prescribe one grain 
of the bark. 

I wish my uncle had given me 
the. opportunity of setting th^ a 



for what? To stand by , and see 
fair play between an old man and 
death? I thought thou ^hadst 
been more]of a man , thou that art 
not afraid of an acute death, a 



example: thou should'st 
have seen what a brave fellow J 
had been. And had I had occa? 
sion to write,my conclusion would 
have been this: ^I hope the old 
Trojan's happy. In that hope t 
ainsorand 

" Thy rcjjoicin^ friend, 

"R.L0VBLACB." 



Dwell not always, Jack, upon 
one subject. Let me have 
poor Belton^ story.' The 
sooner the better. If I can 
be of service to him , tell hiray 
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he maj command me either 
in puna or person. Yet the 

former with a freer will than 
the latter; for how can Ileavo 
mj goddeas? But I'll iasue 
my commands to my other 
TaEsals to attend thj boiu- 



LETTEH XCVI. 
in. Belfard to Bobsrl Loval<uiB , Eeq. 
Satgrdnf, Mn; !0. 
Not one word will I reply to 
Wachan abandoned wretch as thou 
hast shewn thyself to be in thine 
bf liut night I will leave the 
lady to the protection of that 
faown; who o nly can work miracles: 
ind to her own merits. Still I 
^ve hopes that these will have 
lex. 

I will proceed , as thon desircBt, 
to poor Belton's case; and the 
tatlier, aa it has thrown me into 
inch a train of thinking upon our 
put lives, our present courses, 
ftnd our future views, as may be 
bfaerrice to both, if I can g^ve 
due weight to the reflections that 
Arise Irom it. 

The poor man made me a visit 

on TTiursiluy jinthismymelancholy 

j attendance. He began with com- 

b. plaints of his ill health and spirits, 

■jus hectic cough, and his increased 

ftalady of spitting hlood; and: 
en led to his story, ] 

I ' A confounded one it is; aodi 
I W'hich highly aggravates his other 




maladies: for it has come out, that 
his Thomasine (nho, truly, would 
be now christened , you know, 
that her name might he nearer in 
sound to the christian name of the 
man whom she pretended to doat 
upon) has for many years carried 
on an intrigue with a fellow who 
had been hostler to her father (an 
innkeeper at Dorking); of whom, 
at the expense of poor Belton, she 
has made a gentleman; and 
managed it so, that having the 
art to make herself his cashier, 
she has been uuable to account 
for large sums , which he thought 
forlhcoming at demand, and had 
tmsted to her custody, in order 
to pay off a mortgage upon hia 

Eatcrnal estate in Kent, which 
is heart had run upon leaving 
clear, but which cannot now be 
done, and will soon be foreclosed. 
And yet she has so loog passed 
for bis wife, that ho knows not 
what to resolve upon about her} 
nor about the two boys he was so 
fond of, aupposinethem tobehis; 
whereas 'now he oegins to doubt 
his shm'e in them. 

So KEBPiBo don't do , Lovelace. 
'Tis»o( the eligible life. "A man 
vaaylceep a woman" said thepoor 
fellow to me, "but not liis estate! 
— Two interests! — Then aj 
totteringfabricl" pointing to his 



matrimony aswe do, and to make 
that state the sutgect of ourfrothy 
'jests; when we nequently render 
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ourselveB (for this of Tom*8 is not they have not the power, tha 
a singular case) the dupes and should squander all the] 
fools of women, who generally come at, when they are si 
govern us (by arts our wise heads nothing but the present hour 
penetrate not) more absolutely when the life they live, ai 
than a wife would attempt to do. ; sacrifices they have made 

Let us consider this point a conscience and honour out 
little J and that upon our own question? 
prinaples^ as libertines, setting Whereas a tm/e, having th 
aside what is exacted from us by family-interest with her hui 
the laws of our country , and its lies not either under the 
ict^tom^; which, nevertheless, we apprehensions or temptatiow 
cannot get over, till we have got has not broken through (o1 
over almost all moral obligations, sity, at least, has not) th 
as members of society. straints which edueatio] 

In the first place, let us consider fastened upon her : and 
(we, who are in possession of make a private purse, wh 
estates by legal descent) how we are: told by anti-matrimo] 
should have liked to have been all wives love ^to do , ai 
such naked destitute varlets, as children, it goes all into th 
we must have been, had oi/r fathers family at thie long run. 
been as wise as ourselves; and| Then, as to the great ai 
decrpised matrimony as we do — fidelity to your bed, are not 
and then let us ask ourselves , if of family, wjboare well-ed 
we ought not to have the same under greater restraint 
regmrd for our posterity as we are creatures , who , if they e 
glad our fathers had for /AeiW i, reputation, sacr^Q^e it to 

But this, perhaps/is too moral a interest, or to more sordi 
consideration. — To proceed, tite, the moment they gi^ 
therefore., to those considerations, yon? Does not the exam 
which wiU be more striking to u«: furnish, of paving jsucceec 
how ean we reasohably expect hervgive encouragement fi 
economy or frugality (or any thing to attempt her likewise ? f 
indeed but riot and waste) from all her blandishments < 
ereatures who have aptn/crw/,' man be so credulous, or so 
fmd must therefore h&re vteir^ii to believe, that the woman 
different from our own ? j persuade, another may no 

They know the uncertain tenure upon ? 
(otnr nckle humours) by which! Adultery is so capital 
they hold: and is it tope woup that even rakes and liber 
dered at, supposing them to be not wholly abandoned 
provident harlots, that they should may say, invited bv a 
• endeavour if they have the pozcer, levity,, disavow and co 
Jif lay up against a rainy day? or, if but here , m a state of iS 
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woman is innodangerofli 

{legalli/, at least) that guilt; 
yon yourself have broken throach 
and overthrown ia her all the 
feacea aud boiuidaHcs of moral 
honeBty, and the modesty and 
MrVdB of her sei: and what tie 
shall hold her against inclination 
'ttinterest? And what shall deter 
•n Bttempter? 

While a husband haa this 



etmreraation with a nian of for- 
inae, (the mis; likely by bribes to 
•educe her) he may recover very 
neat damages, and procure 
livorce besides: which, to si 
Botbing of the ignominy, is a co: 
'Mderation that muEt have son 
'force apon both parties. And 
^irifia must be vicious indeed, ai 
'il Teflection upon a man's on 
dioiee , who , for the eak e of chan ^ 
•nd where there are no qualities 
to aedace, nor afflacnce to corrupt, 
wiltmn BO many hazarda to injure 
^ ker husband in the tenderest of all 

Bnt there are difficulties inpro- 
' a divorce [and ao there 
j — and none, says the rake, 
B parting with a mistress when- 
mr you suspect her; or when- 
^frer you are weary of her, and 
— B a mind to change her for 
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■Id, than mere 
putuer &jiAni'Behijf 

But I don't see , if we judge by 
fact, and by tbePfOFfi'teof allwo 
have been acquainted with of the 
keefiiHg-elaft , that we know hotr 
to part witii them when we have 

That we know we can if we iciV/, 
ia at] we have for it: and this 
leads us to bear many things from 
a mhu-esx which we womd not 
from a wife. But, if we are good- 
natured and humane: if the 
woman has art [and what woman 
"■nHM it who has fallenbyoj''.' and 
to whose precarious situation art 
is so necessaryTJ: if you have 

given her theereditof bemgcalled 
y your name: if you have a 
settled place of abode, and have 



against tearing yourself from such 






She win stick 
... ^ . ._ skin: and it will be 
to flaying yourself to cast her 



n he has seduced , [jfhetake| 

Jepfrom the town, that sanotherl 

tVuDg] without someflagrimtrcft- 

■^on: something that will better 

WyoMnfyhimtohmsel/', as well as to' 



off. 

Even if there be cause for it, by 
[fidelity, she will have fflanS,ged 
ill if she have not her defenders. 
Nor did I ever know a eaiise or a 
person ao bad, as to want adyo- 
catea, either from ill-will to the 
one or pity to the other: and you 
will then be thought a bard* 
hearted miscreant : and even were 
she to go off without credit to ^er- 
srlf, she will leave tjcu as little^ 
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the loss of her children a judg- 
ment upon the parents for their 
wicked way' of life [a time will 
come, Lovelace, if we live to ad- 
vanced years , in which reflection 
will take hold of the enfeebled 
mind]; and then it was not diffi- 
cult tor his woman to induce him, 
by way of compounding with 
heaven, to marrv her. When this 
was done, he had leisure to sit 
down and contemplate; and to 
recollect the many offers of per- 
sons of family and fortune which 
he had declined in the prime of 
life: his expenses equal at least; 
his reputation not only less but 
lost: his enjoyment stolen: his 

gartnership unequal^ and such as 
e had always been ashamed of. 
But the women said, that after 
twelve or ^irteen years* cohabita- 
tion, Tony did an honest thing by 
her. And that was all my poor 
oousin got by making his old 
mistress his new wife — not a 
drum, not a trumpet, not a fife, 
not a tabrety nor the expectation 
of a new joy, to animate him on ? 
What Belton will do with his 
Thomasine I know not; nor care 
I to advise him : for I see the poor 
fellow does not like that any body 
shotdd curse her but himself. 
This he does very heartily. And 
so: low is he reduced, that he 
blubbers over the inflection upon I 
his past fondness for her cubs, and 
upon his present doubts of their 
being his : ^*- What a d — n*d thin^ 
is it. Belford, if Tom and Hal 
should be the hostler dog*s pup- 
pies, and not mine t '* 
~ Very truel and I think the 



strong health of the chubby-faced 
muscular whelps confirms the too 
great probabihty. But I say not 
so to him. 

Foti, he says, are such a gay 
lively mortal, that this sad tale 
would make no impression upon 
you: especially now, lliat your 
whole heart is engaged as it is. 
Mowbray would be too violent 
upon it: he has not, he says, a 
feeling heart. Tourville has no 
discretion: and, a pretty jest! 
although he and his Thomasine 
lived without reputation in the 
world, (people guessing that they 
were not married, notwithstand- 
ing she went by his name) yet ^'he 
would not too ^mvch discredit the 
cursed ingrate neither!" 

Could a man act a weaker part 
had he been really married ; and 
were he sure he was goingto sepa- 
rate from the mother of his -own 
children? 

I leave this as a lesson upon 
thy heart, without making any 
application: only with tlus re- 
mark, **That after we libertines 
have indulged our licentious ap- 
petites, reflecting (in the conceit 
of our vain hearts) both with our 
lips and by our lives, upon our 
ancestors and the good old ways, 
we find out, when we come to 
years of discretion, if we live till 
then, (what all who kne# us found 
out before , that is to say: we find 
out) our own despicable folly: 
that those good o\^ ways would 
have been the best for us^ as well 
as for the rest of the world; and 
that in every step we have de- 
viated from them, wse have Only 
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it it. She blamed Sally for to permit tuck a laiig to bo collet 

ipoaed OUT vaoit^ and our igiior- by my name! — Nor thall 1 be m^ 

'"■""••'■e game tune." all concemed about the letidit 

J, Bkli'obb, ceiWHrt, if I live to the yean ofdi*- 

ciei'i'n which tliou mentionett, 

.ETTEH scvn. 6houldIbetiikenin,andprevaika 

UcaioJohnBoKord. Ei.i. upon to tread with her the good 

SMardix, Hay £0. old path of my aucestorB. 

I AU plcaeed with the sober re- A. bleaaing on thy heart, thou 

lectioa tritb nhich thou con- hoiiCBtfellowl I thimi/l't thoa weit 

Uudeet thy last: and I thank tiice iujeet, and but acquitting thyielf 

^rit Poor Belton: — I did not of anengagementtoLordM.when 

pnk hiu Thomasinc would have ] tbou irert pleading for matrimoQf 

jreved BO very a devil. But Ihisinbehalf of this ladyl — It could 

laUBt erer-loetingly be the risk of not be principle, IknewjiutbeQ: it 

■bieeper, irho ta^es up with a low-; could not be compasdou — a little 

ideirl. This I never did. Norienu^ indeed 1 suspected! — But 

d I occasion to do it. Such a now Itiee thee once more thjself: 

, jeas /, Jack, needed only, till and oncemore,BayI,ablc8ai[igon 

U)w, to shake tbe stntelicst tTee,ithy heart, thou true friend and 

ind the mellowed fruit dropt intOjvery honest fellowl 

py mouth; — always of Mon-j Nowwill I proceed withcourage 

laigne's taste, thou knowest — iuallmy achemes,and oblit>e thee 

Bionght it aglory foBubdneagirl! with the continued narrative of 

of family. More truly delightful my progreaaiooB towards bringing 

teme the seduction-progress than them te efftcll — ButleoulQ not 

gte (Owning act: for that's a'forbear to interrupt my story to 

fkpour, a bubble! j\nd moat cor- ! shew my gratitude, . 

*=ally do I thank thee for thy lu- 

rfiethintjtbatlam right iu my LETirBn XCVTH.' 

.■esent pursuit. 1 „ !,o,|j|n.. [o John Belford Eia H 

From such a woman aa Miasj 
^Ha^owea man is secured from allj Ann now will I favour thee with 
the luconvenieucea thou expatiat- J a brief accouut of our present. 
est upon. [situation. 

Once more, therefore, do l| t'rom the highest to the lowest 
I thnnk thee, Belford,. for thy ap-:we are all ■eitiemelj' happy. — 
^KwobatioD: — aman need not, as Dunm stands well m her lady's 
^■UKonaafest, sneak into hoUt and graces. - P"ll/i has asked her ad< 
^K^omfrii, and shun the day, in tbe vice in relation to a courtship- 
^FeompAny of such a icomaii as iliis. affair of her own. Nooracleever 
^^"Hdw friendly in tbce thus to abet gave better. Salhj has had a 
' ihefavonritepurpoBeof myheart! quarrel with her woollen-draper: 
— Nor can it be a disgrace to me, and made my cbanner ludy-ehan- 
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behaving tyrannically to a man 
who loves her. Dear creature ! to 
stand against a glass, and to shut 
her eyes because she will not see 
her face in it t — Mrs. Sinclair has 
paid Tier court to so unerring a 
judge, by r^questin^ her advice 
with regard to both nieces. 

This 18 the way we have been in 
for several days with the people 
below. Yet sola generally at her 
meals, and seldom at other times 
in their company. They now, 
used to her ways, [perseverance 
must conquer] never press her; so 
when they meet all is civility on 
both sides. Even married people, 
I believe, Jack, prevent abundance 
of quarrels, by seeing one another 
but seldom. 

But how stands it between thy- 
self and the lady, methinks thou 
askest, since her abrupt departure 
from thee, and undutiful repulse 
of Wednesday morning? 

Why, prettv well in the main. 
Nay , very well. For why? The 
dear saucy-face knows not how to 
help herself. Can fly to no other 
protection. And has, besides, 
overheard a conversation [who 
would have thought she had been 
so near?] which passed between 
Mrs. Sinclair, Miss Martin, and 
nnrself, that very Wednesday 
anemoon, which has set her heart 
at ease with respect to several 
doubtful points. 

Such as, particularly, "Mrs. 
Pretchville's unhappy state of 
mind — most humanely pitied by 
Miss Martin, who knows her very 
well — the husband she has lost, 
and herself (as Sally says) lovers 



from their cradles. Pity from one 
begets pity from another, be Ihe 
occasion for it either strong or 
weak; and so many circumstances 
were given to poor Mrs. Fretch- 
ville*8 distress, that it was impos- 
sible but my beloved must 
extremely pity Jier whom the less 
tender-heartedMiss M.B,rtia greatly 
pitied. 

"My Lord M.'A gout his only 
hindrance from visiting my spouset. 
Lady Betty and Miss M!ontagae 
soon expected in town. 

"My earnest desire is signified 
to have my spouse receive those 
ladies in her own house, if Mrs. 
Fretchville would but know her 
own mind; and I pathetically 
lamented the delay occasioned by 
her not knowing it. 

"Mj^ intention to stay at Mrs. 
Sinclair's, as I said I had told them 
before ^ while my spouse resides in 
her own house, (when Mrs. Fretch- 
ville could be brought to quit it) 
in order to gratify her utmost 
punctilio. 

"My passion for my beloved 
(which, as I told them in a high 
and fervent accent, was the truest 
that man could have for woman) 
I boasted of. It was, in short, I 
said, of the true Platonic kind; or 
I had no notion of w]iat Platonic 
love was." 

So it is. Jack; and must end as 
Platonic love generally does end. 

"Sally and Mrs. Sinclair n^xt 
praised, but not grossly, my be- 
loved. Sally particularly admired 
her purity; called it exemplaiyi. 
et (to avoid suspicion) expressed 
er thoughts that she was rather 



I 



ieht presume 1 



nmr-nice, if ehe 

■ iwy BO befui-e ine. 
less, she applauded me for the 
strict obBervation I made of my 
VOW, 

"I more freely blamed her 
■ervea to me; caUed her cruet; 
Teighed against her retatio 
dou)ted her love. Every favour 1 
aakcHl of her dooied me, Yet my 

Ueltcate when alone as when be- 
Bme them — hioted at aotnoUiiug 
BMit had passed between us that 
Kb^ day, that sliewod her in- 

^wit, that I could not bear it. Bat 
H^t I would ask her for her 
Qnyiiy to the play of Venice 
served, given out for Saturday 
night as a benefit play; the prime 
actors to be in it; and this to see 
iflwere to be denied every favour. 
— Yet, formy own part, 1 loved 
not tranediesi though she did for 
the sake of the instruction, the 
warning, audthe example gener- 
_ftlly given in them. 

'Ihad too much fee/iit^ 

[S enough in the 

J hearts sad, without 

itrying grief into our diversions, 

'■* making the diatreases oi 
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E^Frne enough, Belford; and I 
^ieTe,generallyspeaking, that 
B Uie men of our cast are of my 
pid — they lore not any tragedies 
Jit fDOse in which they themselves 
n the, parts of tyrants and ese- 
■'Hiinera; and, a&aid to trust 

' tea with serious and 

reflections, run to 
medjeB,'in order to [laugh away 
■ Cfariita. II. 



compunction on the distresses 
they have occasioned, and to find 
examples of men aa immoral as 
themselves. For very few of our 
comic performances, as thou 
knowest, give us good ones. — I 
ausner, however, for myself — yet 
thou,, I think, on recollection, 
lovestto dealin tbe limeiUaUe. 

Sally answered for[PoUy, who 
was absent; Mrs. Sinclair for her- 
self, and for all her acquaintance, 
even for Miss Partington, in pre- 
ferring the eomie to the tragic 
- enes. — And I believe they are 
rht; for tbe devil's in it, if a con- 
led-in r^ke does not give a girl 

fh of tragedy in his comedy. 
asked Sally to oblige my 
ir one with her company. Sba 
IS engaged [that was right, 
thou'lt suppose}. I aeked Mrs. 
Sinclair's leave for Polly, To be 
sure, she answered, Polly would 
think it an honour to attend Mrs. 
Lovelace: but the poor thing was 
tender-hearted; and as the tra- 



Sally, meantime, objected 
Singleton, that J might answerthe 
objection, and save my beloved 
the trouble of making it, or 
debating itbe point with me: and 
ou this occasion 1 regretted that 
her brother's projects were not 
laid aside ; since , if they had been 
given np, I would have gone in 
person to bring up the ladies of 
my family to attend my spouse. 

" I then from a letter just before 
received from one in her father's 
family, warned them of 
who had undertaken to 
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out, and whdm I thus in writing 
(having called for 'pen and ink) 
described that they might arm all 
the family agamst^ bim^' — "A 
Bun-bumt, pock-fretten sailor, ill> 
looking, big- boned; his stati]^e 
about six feet: an heavy eye, an 
over-banging orow, a deck-tread-- 
ing stride in nis walk : a couteau 
generally by his side ; lips parched 
from his gums, as if by staring at 
the sun in hot climates; a brown 
coat; a (Coloured handkerchief 
about his neck; an oaken plant 
in his hand near as lon^ as himself, 
and proportionably thick." 

*^No questions asked by this 
fellow must be answered. They 
should call me to him. But not 
let iny beloved know a little of 
this , so lon^ as it could be helped. 
And I added, that if her brother or 
Singleton came, and if they be- 
haved civilly,Iwould,for^tfrsa^e, 
be civil to them : and in this case, 
she had nothing to do , but to own 
her marriage , and there could be 
no pretence for violence on either 
side. But most fervently I swore, 
that if she were conveyed a'^ay, 
either by persuasion or force, I 
would directly , on missing her hut 
day, go to demand her at Har- 



one aay, _ 

lowe Flace, whether she were 
there or not; and if I recovered 
not a sisterl would have a brother; 
and should find out a captain of a 
ship as well as he.** 

And now. Jack, dost thou- think 
she'll attempt to get from me, do 
what I will 7 

'^Mrs. Sinclair began to be 
afraid of mischief in her house — 
I was apprehensive that she would 



overdo the matter, and be out of 

character, I therefore winked at 

her. She primmed; nodded, to 

' shew she took me; twanged out a , 

heigh-ho through ner nose, lapped 

' one horse lip over the other, and 

'was silent." 

I Here's preparation,^ Belford! — 

; dost think I will throw it all away 

!for any thing thou canst say, or , 

Lord M. write? — no indeed — as 

my charmer says, when she bridles. 

And what must necessarily be . 
the consequence of all this with 
regard to my beloved's behaviour . 
to me? canst thou doubt, that it 
was all complaisance next time . 
she admitted me into her pre- 
sence? 

Thursday we were very happy. 
All the morning extremely happy. 
I kissed her charming hand. — I 
{need not describe to thee her hand 
and arm. When thou sawest her, 
I took notice that thy eyes dwelt 
upon them whenever thou couldst 
spare them £rom that beauty spot 
of wonders , her face — fifty times 
kissed her hand , I believe — once 
her cheek, intending her lip , but 
so rapturously, that she could not 
help seeming angry. 

Had she not thus kept me at 
arms-length; had she not denied 
me those innocent liberties which 
our sex, from step to step, aspire 
to : could I but have gained access 
to ner in her hours ofneedlessnesa 
and dishabille [for full dress creates 
dignity , augments consciousness, 
and comjiels distance]; we had 
been familiarised to each other 
long ago; But keep her up ever 



Ete ; meet her ever ao early ; by 
kfaat-time, she ie dreesed for 
the day I and at lier earlkst hour, 
as nice aa otLere di-csaeil. All her 
forma thus kcpl up, wonder not 
that i liave made so little progresi 
^^jUie proposed trial. — But, Lun 
^■pt aQ. thin diatance BlimuUtel 

^We extremely bappy — aboui 
Wbn , she nnmbei'sil tne hours she 
had beeu with me; all of them to 
tne but as one minute ; and desired 
to U left to herselt Iwaslolb 
Sopiffy: but obaervine the su 
be Degin to shot in, lyielded, 
diueuDut. lleturniiig, I talked 
behoDEe, stud of Mrs. Freteh- 
I — hud seen Meuncl — ha,d 
Med bim to get the widon tc 
p. She pitied Mra. Fietcbville 

Btbergood effect of tbe 
dooiiversHtioiij — hadw 
lOfd M. eipecied an a 
iifi«tnliim. 1 was admitted to 
'WitJi ber. I urged for her ap- 
bfriion or correction of nij 
■"- 1 fecma. She again pro- 
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nd t_ 

rd from Miss Howe. 
Then I pressed for her com- 
ly to tbe pluy on Saturday 
lit. She made objections, asX 
. foreseen: ber brother's pro- 
RfWMTUthof tbe weather, &c. 
Iia «nch a mamier, aa if batf 
tid to diBobtige me (anotlier 
ipyeffect of tlie overheard ton- 
uition.J 1 soon got over these 
refore; and she consented to 

^.fu^ passed as theday before. 
Hero were two bappy days to 
ill. Why cannot I make every 



day equally bappy? it looka as if 
it were in mi/ power In lin so. Strange, 
1 should thus delight in teasing a 
woman, 1 so dearly love ! I must, 
I doubt, have aometbing in my' 
~ iper like Miss Howe, who lores 

ilague the man who puts bim- 

' in her power, — But I could 
do thus by such an angel as 

I, did 1 not believe, that after 
her probation t:me shall be ex- 
pired, and if she be not to be 
brought to ci'haliilatiim, (my 
dnrling view) I shall reward ner 

she wishes. 

Sadurlat/ is half-over. We are 
equally happy — Preparing for 
ibe play. I'olly has offered her 
compaijy, audia accepted. I have 
directed her wliere to weep: and 
this not only toshew ber humanity, 
|a weeping eye indicates a gentle 
bearrj but to have a jjretenca to 
bide her face with her fan orhand- 
kerchlef. — Vet Polly^ is far from 
bfing every man's girl; and wa 
shKil sit in the gaUi!fy green box. 

Tbe woeaof olhera, bo well re- 
presented as I'hose of Belvidera 
particularly will be, must, I hope, 
unlock and opeu my charmer's 
heart. Wbeuevecl havebeeaable 
to prevail upon a girl to permit 
me to attend her to a play, I have 
thought myself sure of her. The 
female heart (all geotleneaa and 
havnnoiif by nature) expands, and 
forgets ita forms , when its atten- 
liou ia cairied out of itself at an 
agreeable or affecting entertain- 
iiieut — music, and perhaps a col- 
lation afterwarda, co-operaling. 

Indeed , I have no hope of such 
an effect here; but I have more 
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than one end to. answer by getting 
her to a play. To name but one — 
Dorcas has a mastet-keyy as I have 
told 4>ee. . — But it were worth 
while to cany her to the play of 
Vfmce Preserved f were it but to 
shew her, that there have been, 
and may be, much deeper dis- 
tresses than she can possibly 
know. 

Thus exceedingly happy are we 
at present. I hope we shall not 
fina any of Nat Lee's left-handed 
^ds at work, to dash our bowl of 
joy wi£h wormwood. 

fi.L0VSLACB. 

LETTER XCIX. 
[ MIm OUuriflBa Harlowe to Uiss Howe. 

Friday, May 19. 

I WOULD not, if I could help |it, 
be so continually brooding over 
tiie dark and gloomy face of my 
condition [all nature, vou know, 
my dear, and every thing in it, 
has a bright and a gloomy side], 
as to be Uiought unable to enjoy 
a more hopdul- prospect. And 
this, not only for my own sake, 
but for your's, who take such a 
eenerous concern in all that he- 
rns me. 

Let me tell you then, my dear, 
that I have known four-and- twenty 
hours together not unhappy ones, 
my situation considered. 

She then gives the particulars of 
the conversation which site had 
overheard between Mr, Lovelace^ 
iirs, Sinclair J and Miss Martin; 
but accounts more minutely than 
he had done for tfie opportunity 



she had qf overhearing it, tm* 
known to them. 
She gives the reasons she has to 
Ife pleased with what she heard 
from each ; but is shocked at the 
measure he is resolved to take , if 
he misses her but for one day. 
Yet is pleased that he proposes to 
avoid aggressive violence , if her 
(trother and he meet in tovm. 

Even Dorcas, says she, appears 
less exceptionable to me than be- 
fore, and I cannot but pity her for 
her neglected education , as it is 
matter of so much regret to her- 
self: else, there would not be much 
in it; as the low and illiterate are 
the most useful people in the 
commonwealth (since such consti* 
tute the labouring part of the 
public); and as a lettered educa- 
tion but too generally sets people 
above those servile offices \j 
which the business of the world is 
carried on. Nor have I any doubt 
but there are, take the world 
through, twenty happy people 
among the unlettered, to one 
amon^ those who have had a 
school education. 

This, however, concludes not 
against learning or letters; since 
one would wish to lift to some 
little distinction, and more gen- 
teel usefolness, those who have 
capacity, and whose parentage 
one respects, or whose services 
one would wish to reward. 

Were my ^ind quite at ease, I 
could enlarge, pernaps not unuse- 
fully, upon this subject; for I 
have considered it with as much 
attention as my years, and little 
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e BJtd obeervalion, will 



Bnt the extreme illiterateneas 
d indocililf of this maid are 
ipriaing, considering that she 
nte not inquisitivcnesa, appears 
ding to learn, and, inotherre- 
Beta, has quick parts. This con- 
Mt to me wliat I have beard re- 
irked, that there ia a dudUe sea- 

a learning-time, as 1 may say, 
' every person, in which the 

' nay he led step hy step, 
le lower to the higher,(yeut 

fear) to improvement. How 
Juatriouely ought these seasons, 
they offer, tn be taken hold of 

tators, parents, and other 
BDde, to whom the cultivation 

tlifl genius of children and 
~ith is committed; since, once 
psed, and no foundation laid, 
y hardly ever return 1 — And 
t it nuiet be confeesed, that 
lie are some geniuses, which, 
B some fruits, rjpon not till late. 
"I industry and " " 



iments to master at twenty 
rs of age, suppose, which 
a» are taught, and they them- 
es might have attained,Bt ten, 
Aan up- hill labour? 
iMBe kmd of observations you 
B always wished me to inter-, 
te , as they arise to my j 
ughts. But It is a sign that 
prospects are a little niended, 
[Bbouldnot, among bio many 
! interesting ones, that my 
td bas been of late filled with, 
e had heart's ease enough to 



Let me give you my refleclioni 
on my more hopeful prospects. 

1 am now, in the first place, 
better able lo account for the de- 
lays about the house than I was 
before — poor Mrs. Frefchville — 
though I know her not, 1 pity her! 
— ISext. it looks well, that ho 
had apprised the women (before 
this conversation with them) of 
his intention to stay in this house, 
after 1 was removed to the other. 
By the toneof his voice he seemed 
concerned for the appearauce thia 
new delay would have with me. 

So handsomely did Miss Martin 
express herself of me, that I am 
sorry, methinka, that I judged aa 
hardly of her, when I first came 
hither — free people may go a 
gTeatway,butnotall the way; and 
as(such arc generally unguarded, 
precipitate, and thoughtless, |the 
same quickness, changeableneBS, 
and sudrfenne.M of spirit, as I may 
call it, may intervene (if the heart 
be not corrupted) to recover them 
to thought and duty. 

His reason for declining to go 

person to bring up the ladies of 
his family, while my brother and 
Singleton continue their machi- 
nations , carries no bad face with 
it; and one may the rather allow 
for ilieir expectations, that so 
proud a spirit as his should attend 
them for this purpose, as hespeaks 
of them sometimes as persona of 
punctilio. 

Other reasons I will mention for 
my being easier in my mind than 
I was before I overheard this con- 
versation. 

Such, as, the adyi«&b;&^i3>&^^ 
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eeived in relation to Singleton's 
mate; which agrees but too well 
with what yon, my dear, wrote to 
me in y our s of May the 10th. * 

His not intending to acquaint 
me with it. 

His cautions to the serrants 
al>out the sailor, if he should come, 
and make inquiries about us. 

His resolution to avoid violence, 
were he to fall in either with my 
Inrother, or this Singleton; and the 
easy method he has chalked out, 
XQ this case , to prevent mischief; 
since I need only not to deny my 
being his. But yet I should be ex- 
ceedingly unhappy in my own 
opinion to be driven into such a 
tacit acknowledgment to any new 

fersons, till I am so, although 
have been led (so much against 
my liking) to give countenance to 
the belief of the pers<His below 
that we are married. 

I think myself obliged, from 
what passed between Mr. Love- 
lace and me on Wednesday, and 
from what I overheard him say, to 
(consent to go with him to the 
play : and the rather, as he had 
the discretion to propose one of 
the nieces to accompany me. 

I cannot but acknowled^ that 
I am pleased to find that lie has 
actually written to Iiord M. 

I have promised to give Mr. 
Lovelace an answer to his pro- 
posab as soon as I have heard 
from you, my dear, on the sub- 
ject. 

I hope that in my next letter I 
■hall have reason to confirm these 
favourable appearances. Favour- 

* BM p. 267. 



able I must think them in the 
wreck I have suffered. 

1 hope, that in the trial which 
you lunt may happen between me 
and myself (as you* express it] if 
he should so behave, as to obhge 
me to leave him, I shall be able to 
act in such a manner, as to bring 
no discredit upon myself in your 
eye: and that is all now tliat I 
have to wish for. But if I value 
him so much as you are pleased to 
suppose I do, the trial which you 
imagine will be so difficult to me, 
will not , I conceive , be upon get* 
ting from him, when the means to 
effect my escape are lent me; bat 
how I shall benave when got from 
him; and if, like the Inraehtes 
of old, I shall be so weak as to 
wish to return to my Egypto 
bondage. 

I think it will not be anuBS, not' 
withstanding the present favoii> 
able appearances, that you should 
perfect the scheme (whatever it 
be) which you tell me** you hsiv 
thought of, in order to proenn 
for me an asylum, in ease of ne- 
cessity. Mr. Lovelace is certunly 
a deep and dangerous man; and 
it is therefore but prudence to be 
watchfuL and to be provided 
against the worst. Lord oLess me, 
my dear, how am I reduced! -^ 
Could I ever have thought to be in 
such a situation, as to be obliged 
to stay with a man, of whose 
honour by me I could have bat 
the skadoxo of a doubt I — but I 
will look forward , and hope the 
best. 

• See p. 801. 
•* See p. 801, 808. '*i 



I am ccrtnin that your letters 
reaaSe. Beperfectlyeasj there- 
Te on that head. 
Mr. Lorelace nill never be out 
'my company by his good will, 
therwise I have no doubt that 
am mlBtreaa of my goings- 
id comingB-in; and diJ 1 think 
, needful, aud were X not afraid 
tmy brother and Captain Single- 
- I wonid oftener put it tc 



D aot knon, my dear, that 



Db&BlBSA HARLOWE. 



o ,.„ 

Lovclaees proposals , till you 
la my opinioa of them. A par- 
lular hajid, oecasionally going 
town, will leave this at Wil- 
l's, thatnodelaymaybemadc 
. that account. 
,1 never hod any doubt of the 
[sn's jiutice and generosity in 
Ktten of settlement: aod all hia 
Ifttiona are as noble in tbciv 
irits as in their descent: but 
fB, it may not be amiss for you 
r -wait, to see what returns my 
d makes to bis letter of iuvita- 

rhe scheme I think of Is this: 
,triiere is a person, whom I be- 
trre you have seen with mc; her 
le TowDEiend, who is a great 
ler iu Indiau silks, Brussels 
_ French laces, cambrica, linen, 
id other valuable goods: which 
'lasa way of coming at, duty-' 
and -has a great vend for 
t (and for other curiosities 
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which she imports) in the private 

families of the gentry round us. 

She has her daya of being in 
town, and then ia at a chamber 
she rents at an inn in Southwark, 
where she keeps patterns of all 
ber silks, and much of her portable 

Eoods, fortlie conveoiency of her 
I Dudon customers. But her place 
of residence, and where she has 
her principal warehouse, is at 
Deptford, for the opportunity of 
getting her goods on shore. 

She was first brought to me by 
my mother, to whom she wras 
recommended on the suppoaal of 
my speedy marriage, "that I 
might have an opportunity to be 
as fine as a princess," was my 
mother's erpression, "at a mo- 
derate eipenae." 

Now, my dear, I must own, that 
I do not love to encourage these 
contraband traders. What is it, 
but bidding defiance to the laws of 
our countiy, when we tlo; and 
hurting fair traders; and at the 
same time robbing our prince of 
hia legal due, to the diminution of 
those duties which possibly must 
be made good by new levies upon 
the public. 

But, however, Mrs. Townsend 
aud I, though I have not yet had 
dealings with her, areuponavery 
good foot of understanding. She 
is a sensible woman; she has been 
abroad , and often goes abroad in 
the wjiy of her buaineaa, and.givea 
very entertaining accounts of all 
she has aeen. And having applied 
to me, to recommend ber to yon, 
(as it ia her view to be known ta 
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young ladies who are likelj to than the wife either of Lorelaee 
change their condition) I am sore ' or of Solmes. 
I can engage her to give yon pro- 1 Bin. Townsend , as I have re- 
tection at her house at Deptfor^ ' collected , has two brothers, each 
which, she says, isapopaloasTil-'a master of a ressel; and who 



la^e; and one of the last, I should 
thmk, in which yoa would be 
songfatfor. She is not moch there. 
Ton will beliere, by the oom'se of 
her dealings, bat, no doubt, most 
hare somebody on the spot, in 
whom she can confide : and there, 
perhaps, ^on might be safe, till 
yonr consm comes. And I should 
not think it amiss that you write 
to him inmiediately. I cannot 
suggest to you what you should 
wnte. That must be 1^ to your 
own discretion. For yon will be 
afraid, no doubt, of the conse- 
quence of a variance between the 
two men. 

But, notwithstanding aU this, 
and were I sure of getting you 
safely out of his hands, I will 
nevertheless forgive you, were 
you to make all up iwith him , and 
many to-morrow. Yet I will pro- 
ceed with my projected scheme in 
relation toMrs-Townsend; though 
I hope there will be no occasion to 
prosecute it, since your prospects 
seem to be cnange^and since you 
have had twenty-four not unhappy 
hours together, IIow my indigna- 
tion rises for this poor consolation 
in the courtship [courtship must I 
call it?] of such a woman! let me 
tell you , my dear , that were you 
once your own aosolute and in- 
dependent mistress, I should be 
tempted, notwithstanding all I 
have written , to wish you Uie wife 
of any man in the world, rather i 



knows, as she and they have con- 
cerns together, but that, in case of 
need, you may have a whole 
ship's crew at your devotion? If 
Lovelace give you cause to leave 
him, take no thouf^it for the 
people at Hariowe Flate. Let 
them take of one another. It is a 
care they are used to. The law 
will help to secure ihem. The 
wretch is no assassin, no nights 
mm^erer. He is an open^ becmue 
a fearless enemy; and should he 
attempt any ining that would 
make him obnoxious to the laws 
of society, you mig^t have a ftir 
riddance of him , either bjr flioht 
or the gallows; no matter whicL 
Had you not been so minute in 
your account of the circumstances 
that attended the opportunity yoa 
had of overhearing the dialogue 
between Mr, Lovelace and two of 
the women, I should have thought 
the conference contrived on pur- 
pose for your ear. 

I shewed Mr. Lovelace's pro- 
posals to Mr. Hickman , who Mcl 
chambers once in Linobln's-Inn. 
beius designed for the law haa 
his elder brother lived. He looked 
so wise, so proud, and so impor- 
tant, upon the occasion; and 
wanted to take so much conside- 
ration about them — would take 
them home, if I pleased — ^ and 
weigh them well — and so forth 
— and the Vike — and all that*^ 
that I had no patience witi^ IbSm^ 
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id matched them back with only my mother, mvself, and jom 
itrer. uncle Antony. And its jonr 

Odearl — to be BO angry, an't prospects are more promiaiag 
than they have been, I will en- 
deavour to make you smile upon 
the occasion. For you will be 

E leased to know, thai; tny mother 
as bad a formal tender from that 



dearl — tobeso angry, 

He me, for hiB zeal ! — 

Tea, zeal without knowledge, 
%aid|— like most other zeals — 
there were no otyections that 
■nek him at once, there 



Jiasti/, dearest madam I — 
And so glniD, nn-dearest sir 

aid have said — hut sure 

id I , with a look which implied, 
'ould you rebel, sir I 
He be^ed my pardon — 
^objection, indeed ! — but might 

be allowed once more — 
No matter — no matter — I 
>n1d have shewn them to my 
tther, I said, who though of do 

■ of court, knew more of these 



it — only tbftt she would have 
n sn^ry at the confession of 
continued correanondence. 
intmydear, let the articles be 
tm up, and engrossed: and 
.izeupon them; and thf ' 



grey goose, which may make her 

"'-■" m settletnenfi! useful to her- 

were she to encourage it. 

ay your prospects he still 

: and more happy, prays 



Sal. BoDdiv, Ui; !0, 11. 

Now, my dear, for the promised 

subject. You m\uit not anh me 
how I came by the oii'ffmoZs [such 
they really are] that I am going 
to presentyou with: for my mother 
would not read to me those parts 
of your uncle's latter which oore 
■ hard upon myself, wid which 
leave him, without any title to 
more to be said. mercy frdin me: nor would she 

[let me add, that the sailor- 1 let me hear but what she pleased 
low has been tampering with; of her'a in atwwor; for she baa 
Kitty, and offered a brioe, to ' condescended to answer him — 
I where to direct to you. Next with a denial, however; butauch 
e he cornea , I will have bim a denial na no one but an oW 
I hold of; and if I can ^et ftuc*j/or would take from a widow. 
_^ontofhim, willhavehim Any body, eicept myself, who 
wn through one of our deepest could bays been acqiwinted with 
-ponds. Hisattempt tocorrupt such a fal-lal courtship as thia 
-""nt of mine will justify my must have been had it proceeded, 
would have been glad it had gone 
._ this letter away dhreetly. on: and I dare say, hut for tie 
rill follow it by another; saucy daughter, it bad. My eoo^ 
shall have for its subject mamma, in that.case, wouldhave 
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been ten years the younger for it, 
perhaps: and could I but have 
approved of it, I should have been 
considered by her as if ten years 
older than lam: since, very likely, 
it would have been : " We widows, 
my dear, know not how to keep 
men at a distance — so as to ^ve 
them pain, in order to try tneir 
love. — You must advise me, 
child: yoii must teach me to be 
cruel — yet not too cruel neither 
— so as to make a man heartless, 
who has no time, God wot, to 
throw away." Then would my 
behaviour to Mr. Hickman have 
been better liked ; «nd m v mother 
would have bridled Hke her 
daughter. 

O my dear, how might we have 
been diverted by the practisings 
for the recoveiy of the long-for- 
gotl^s! could I have been sure 
that it would have been in my 
power to have put them asunder, 
in the Irish style , hefor6 they had 
come together. But there's no 
trusting to a widow whose goods 
and chattels are in her own hands, 
, addressed by an *old bachelor who 
' has fine things^ and offers to leave 
her ten thousand pounds better than 
he found her, and sole mistress,! 
besides, of all her notables I for 
these, as you will see by-and-by, 
' are his proposals. 

The old Triton's address carries 
the writer's marks upon the very 
superscription — 7'o tJie equally 
amiable^ and worthily admired 

Sucre's for you!] Mrs, Annabella 
owE,Wcfo2£y,the last word added, 
I suppose, as esquire to a man, as 
a word of honour: 6r for fear the 



Bella to Anna^ should not enough 
distinguish the person meant from 
the spinster [vain hussy you'U 
call me, I know]: land men fol- 
lows: — These humbly present, — 
Put down as a memorandum, I 

E resume, to make a leg, and he- 
ave handsomely, at presenting 
it; he intending, very probably, 
to deliver it himself. 
And now stand by — to see 

Enter old liirEPTUNB. 

His head adorned with sea- 
weed, and a crown of cockle 
shells ; as we see him decked 
out in Mrs. Robinson's ridi- 

. culous grotto. 

MADAK, ' Monday, May 1$. 

I DID make a sort of resolution 
ten years ago never to many. 
I saw in Oth*er families, where they 
lived best^ you will be pleased to 
mark that, queemesses 1 could not 
away with. Then liked w6ll - 
enough to live sinsle for the sake 
of my brother's fimily; and for 
one child in it more than the rest 
But that girl has turned us all o£P 
the hinges: and why I should deny 
myself any comforts for them, as 
will not thank ine for jso doing, I 
don't know. 

So much for my motives as from 
self and family : but the dear Mn, 
Howe makes me go further^ 

I have a very great fortune, I 
bless God for it, all of my own 
getting, or most of it; you will be 
pleased to mark that; for I was 
the youngest brother of three. 
You>have also, God be thankedf a 
great estate, which you have 



improved by your own frngnlity 
Rnd wise muDHgement. Frugality, 
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of the 

this mortal 
because it enables us to do 
to nil, and puts it iii our, 
lower to benefit Koma by it, as we 
e they destrve. 

Yon have but one child; and 
UB a bachelor, and have never 
one — all bachelors cannot say 
m: wherefore your daughter may 



I am a very healthy Eonnd|man, 
I blesa 6od foi it: and never 
brought home from my voyagea 
and travels a worser constitntion 
thau I look out with me. I was 



; of those, I will assure 



you. 



lie the better for i 



' she will 



'keep up with tny humour; which 

— U nevertbought bad ; especially 

I my equals. Servants, indfied, 

don't matter being angry with, 

'beo I please: they are paid for 

'"""g it, and too often de- 

it; as we have frequently 

Lken Dotico of to one another. 

nd, moreover, if we keep not 

irrBints at a distance, they will 

^3 familiar. 1 always made it a 

tide to find fault, whether rea- 

■onably or not, that so I might 

lave no reanon to find fault. 

ong women and servants in 

leral (as worthy Mr. Solmes 

nerves) are better governed by 

'~ than love. But this my hu- 

s will not affect 

f'on or misB, you know. 
1 make very advantageoUB 
menta; such as any common 
iend ehall judge to be so. But 
kiut bave all In my own power, 
I live: because, you know, 
n , it is as creditable to the 
as to the husband, thstjtl 



when 
bear! 



ibu 



But thislwill undertake, that, if 
you are the survivor, you shall be 
at the least ten thousand pounds 
the better for me. What in the 
contrary cose, I shall be the better 
for yoUj I leave to you, as yon 
shall think my kindness jto you 
shall deserve. 

But one thing, madam, I shall 
be glnd of, that Miss Howe might 
not live with us then [she need 
not know I write thus] — but gp 
home to Mr. Hickman, *-" — 



upon the point of n 



'"g?!. I 



besc 



loi^d 

I aim not at fine words. We 
fi'DOt children; though it may 
) hoped we shall have some; for 



hear: and if she behaves dutifuUy, 
as she should do, to us both, sha 
shall be the better; for so I said 

You shall manage all things, 
both mine and your own; for I 
know but little of land-matters. 
All my opposition to you shall be 
iflove, wheal thmk you take 
too much upon you for your 
hcallb. 

It will be very pretty for yon, 
I should think, to have a man of 
experience, in a long winter's 
evening, tosit downby you, and 
tell you stories of foreign parta, 
and the eustoma of the nations he 
has consorted wilh. And T ihave 
fine curiosiiies of the Indian 
growth, Huch a.e ladies' love, and 
some that' even my niece Clary, 
when she was good, never saw. 
These, one by one as you are kind 
to me, (which I make no queabQu. 
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of, because I sball be kind to you) Incea; you will mark that, : 
Bhall all be voure. — Piettier dam; but a downrieht, t 
entertainment by much, than sit- honest, faithful EngliGhman. 
ting with a loo imnrlith daughter, hope j'ou will not diiidain to -w. . 
sometimes out of humour, and a hnt; or two to this my propou 

g~ wartJDg, and vexing, asdaugli-jaiidlGhalllookupoaitaB a ^ 
. ra will (when women grown honour, I will assure you, and 
especially, as I have heard you'.proud thereof. What can I a, 
often obserTe);. and thiiikitig their more? — For you are your oi 
parents old, without paying them I mistress, as I ammyownmsatt 
thereverenoe due to years; wheajand yo? shall o/iuam be your 01 
asiuyouicase, Imake no aortof,miBtreGs, be pleased to mark thl 
doubt, they are young enough to.foraoaladyof your prudence >J 
wipe their noses, i on under- eiperience ought to be. 

stand me, madam. Thia is a long letter. Bat t 

ABformemyself.itwLllbeven'Lubject requires it; because 
happy, and 1 am delighted wiln „ould not wrile iri'lee where on 
the thinking of it, to have, after 11 „ould do. So would explain n 
pleasant ride, or bo, alady of like sense and meaning at one time, 
experience with myself to come * . „„„ . „. „^-,. „ - „„ v.. 
home to, and but one intereat' I have had writmg m my ha 
w ■ . *„ _nni «„ .,n „.. „n l'""" "ihole monl/ix, very near; D_ 
,l)etwixt m: to reckon up our CO- ^^, ^ j^ ■ ./ ■ ^ 

mings-^ together ; and what thw , ^ ^ f ^^^^ ^ ^ , ^h K 
day and tiis week has produced , ^ ^^^ „ow7g0od ladfTl 
— how thismll mcrease love!- ^„„^, .^ ,« ' ^ ^' 



favourahle, U. 

Your moat humble lover. 

It; — ana 1 oeiievei BDOuiu neveri „ j v.j- , '. 

love you enough , or be able to ! """* ^''^^1"'* h^^^ 

shew you all my love. I ^^- "^"^''W* 

I hope, madam, there need' 
not be such maiden niceties and! Here'a aletterof courtship, i^ 
hangings-off. aal tnajcall them, 'dear! — And let me subjoin toi' 
between uji, (for hangmg-oEF sake) that if now, or hereafter, Ishoult 
as that you will deny me a line treat this hideous lover, who is 1 
or two to thia proposal, written free with me to my mother wii 
down, although you would not aapcrily, and you should be ^ 
auswermeBOreadity whenlspoke'ffusted at it; I shall think y{ 
to you; your daughter being, I don't give me that nreference i 
snppoae, hard by; for you looked your love wbich you have in min 
round you, as if not willing to be And now, which ahall I fir 
overheard. So Ireaolvedto write; give yon; the answer of my go< 
that my writing may_ stand as mamma, or the dialogue thi 
upon record for my upright mean- passed between the widow-tn 
ing; being none of your Love- ther, and the pert dftugkter, upc 
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I think you shall have the 

£e. But let me premise 
g; that if you l/u'iik me 
K, vou must not let it ru 
JOT head that I am writing of 
tiir nncle, or of inymolherj out 
Facouple of old lovers.no matter 
lOm. Reverence is too apt to be 
^tten by childien vrhere the 
Krenda forget first what belongs 
^eir own charactera. A giace 
lark, and therefore at ijovr ser- 

JVoll then, suppose my mamma 
ter twice coming into my closet 
ine, and as often going out, 
T) very meaning features, and 
1 ready to burat open hut still 
led, aa if by comjjuUion , a 
ech going off in a slight cough, 
t never went near the iunga) 
wn more resolute the third 
e of entrance, and sitting 
m by me, thus begin. 

WoOier, 1 have a very eerioufl 
'^ter to talk with you apon, 
icy, nhen yon are disposed to 
nd to matters wiihiti ourselves, 
not let matters vn'thout our- 
CB wholly engross you. 
. good aelo—ish speech! — But 
ought that friendship, grati- 
fy, and humanity, weremattera 
it ought to be deemed of the 
A {nUmale concern to us. Bat! 



o every thing my 
Sbposetlto say to me. 
M- Why then, child — why 
^E» — ■' — - (and the good 



Siu are all attention, Nancy! — 
ut don't be surprised I — Don't 
be uneasy! — But 1 have — I have 
— where ia it? — [and yet it lay 
next her heart, never another near 
it — so no difficulty to hare found 
it] — I have a teller, my dear! — 
[and out from her bosom it came. 
but she still held it in her hand] 
1 have a teller, child. — It is — it 
is — it is from — from a qint/e- 
man: I assure you! — [lifting up 
her head itnd smiling] 

There is no delight to a daugh- 
ter, thought I , in such surprises 
as seem to be cuUecling. I will 
deprive my mother of the satis- 
faction of making a gradual dis- 
covery. 

li. From Mr. Antony Harlowe, 
I suppose, madam? 

M. [Lipa drawn closer: eye 
raised] V\ by, my dear! — I can- 
not but own — but how, 1 nonder, 
could you think of Mr. Antony 
Harlowe? 

D. How, madam, couldltbink 
of any body eUt-t 

M. How could ^oufhinkofauy 
hodfelne!^ [angrily and drawing 
back Ler face.) But do yon know 
the subject, Nancy? 

I). You have told it, madam, 
by your manner of breaking it to 
me. But, indeed, I questioned not 
that he had iwa motives in his 
visits here — both equally agree- 
able _to me; for alf that family 
love me dearly. 

M. No love lost, if so, between 
you and them. But this [n'sing] la 
what I get — 80 like your papa! 
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— I nerer could open my heart to 
kirn: 

2>. Dear madam, ezeoie me. 
Be so good as to open your heart 



that jQia shall be the better for 
him, if you oblige him. 

Not a liring eool but the Har- 
jlowes, I said, thought me iU- 



to me. — I don*t lore the Uarlowes | tempered : and I was contented 
— But pray excuse me. I that ih^j/ should , who could do ai 

J/. You have put me quite out j***^ ***d ^o"*c ^ ^c most uni- 
with your forward temper! [an-,ye««Uy acknowledged sweetnen 
grily sitting down again.] *" * '"^* 



D, I will be all patience and 
attention. May I be allowed to 
read his letter? 

J/. I wanted to adeite with vou 
upon it. — But you are such a 
strange creature! — You are al- 
ways for answering one before 
one speaks! 

D. Yoa*ll be so eood as to for- 
give me, madam. — ^But I thou^t 
every body (he among the rest) 
knew that you had always de- 
clared against a second marriage. 

3/. And so I have. But then it 
trof in the miitd Iw<u in. Things 
may offer — 

Istared. 

M, Nay, don't be surprised! — 
I don't intend — I don't intend — 

D. Xot, perhaps, in the mind 
you are in, madam. 

3/. Pert creature! [rising again] 
— We shall quarrel, I see! — 
There's no — 

D, Once more, dear madam, I 
beg your excuse. I will attend in 
silence. — Pray, madam, sit down 
again — pray do [she sat down] — 
B&y I see the letter? 

it. No; there are some things 
in it you won't — like. Your 
temper is known, I find, to be un- 
happy. But nothing bad against 
you; intimations, on the contrary, 



in the world. 

Here we broke out a little; but, 
at last, she read me some of the 
passages in the letter. But not 
the most migkiUif ridiculous; yet 
I could hardly keep my coun- 
tenance neither, espcciafly when 
she came to that passage which 
mentions his sound health; and at 
which she stopped; she best kneir 
why — but soon resuming — 

Af. Wen now, Nancy, tell me 
what jfou think of it 

D. Nay, pray, madam, tell me 
what ^oii thmk of it. 

3/. I expect to be answered by 
an answer: not by a question! — 
You don*t use to bie sosny to speak 
your mind. 

D. Not when my m^mmfi com- 
mands me to do sow 

AL Then speak it now. 

i>. Widiout hearing die whole 
of the letter? 

3/. Speak to what you haios 
heard. 

Z>. Why then, madam — you 
won't be my manuna Howe, ifyoii 
give way to it. 

3/. 1 am surprised at your as- . 
surance, Nancy! 

2>. I mean, madam, yon wiU 
then be my mamma Haklows. 

3/1 O dear heart! — But I am 
not a fool. 

And her colour went and came. 



11. 

■A very pert one , 1 am em 
' mother borel Awd }■■. . 
my child do what I iriUI 
nnch ai to any, you would 
fottcouldhelpit, ifl — 
How could 1 have guuh a 

- It would be f'ineoril, 

. I had — when 1 don't 
vhat your wind is aa to the 
ftl: — when the proposal 
' advantageous a one too. 
jLookins a little leas di 
Bed] Why, indeed, ten 
nd pounds — 
Ana to be Bui'e of outliving 

i staggered her a little. 
Sure! — Nobody can be 
' but it is very likely that 
Not at all, madam. Yi 
going to read Mmething 



', madam, theae gentlemen 

__lTe ueed the aea, and been 

brent climates, and co 

to relax from cares u 

ilikeliest to live long of any 
1 the world. Don't you see 
B very tkiu is a f ortifioatiou 



md honour, should marrj i 
T hopes to but;/ him — br 
Ht, madam, atyourtime< 

Mg Ume of life? - Dear 
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heart — what is my time of life, 
pray? 

D. Kot old, madam; and that 

not, may beyourdangerl 

lope to live (my dear) my 
mother amiled, and looked not 
displeased with me. 

M. Why, indeed, child— why, 
indeed, 1 muat needa say— and 
then 1 should choose to do nothing 
[froward as you are sometimes) to 

D. Why, aa to that, madam, 
I cnii't expect that you ahoula 
deprive yourself of any satisfac- 

M. Sali'facliim, my dear! — I 
dou't say it would be a saliafaclion 
— but could 1 do any thing that 
would benefit _i/nu, it would per- 
haps be an inducement to hold 
mc conference upon the subject. 

D. My fortune already will be 
nore considerable than my match, 
f I am to have Mr. Hickman. 

M. Why so'? — Mr. Hickman 
has fortune enough to entitle him 



*'i'?"'^lf yuu 



think I 



that'a 



M. Not but I should think the 

arse of myself, if I desired any 
body's death : but I think , as you 
say, Mr. Antony Uarlowe ia a 
healthy man, and bids fair for a 
Ions life. 

Bless me, thoughtT, how shall 
I do to know whether this be aq 
objection or a recommendatioa? 

D. Will you forgive me, ma- 
dam? 

M. What would the girl say? 
[Looking as if shewashalfaiiaid 
to hear what] 
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D, Only, that if you marry ai DJ It is mighty good of yon, 
mail of ^> time'of life , you stand (madam, (I hope the man will tnink 



two chances instead of one , to be 
a nurse at your time of life. 

M, Saucebox I 

D. Dear madam! — what I 
mean is only, that these healthy 
old men sometimes fall into linger- 
ing disorders all at once.. And I 
humbbr conceive, tiiat the infirmi- 
ties of age are too uneasily borne 
with, where the remembrance of 
the pleasanter season comes not 
in to relieve the healthier of the 
two. 

M. A strange girl! — Yet his 
healthy constitution an obiection 
just now — but I always told you, 
that you know either too much to 
be argued with, or too little for 
me to have patience with you. 

X>. I can't but say, I should be 

flad of your commands, madam, 
ow to behave myself to Mr. An- 
tony Harlowe next time he comes. 

m. How to behave yourself! — 
Why, if you retire with contempt 
of him, when he next comes, it 
will be but as you have been used 
to do of late. 

Z>. Then he is to come again, 
madam? 

M, And suppose he be? 

X>. I can't nelp it, if it be your 

gleasure, madam. He desires a 
ne in answer to his fine letter. 
If he come , it will be in pursuance 
of that line, I presume? 

M, None of your arch and pert 
leers, girl! -i— you know I won't 
bear them. I had a mind to hear 
what you would say to this matter. 
I have not written, but I shall 
presently. 



so) to answer his first application 
by letter. — Pity "he should write 
twice ^ if once ttnll do, 

M, That fetch won't let you into 
my intention, as to what I shall 
write. It is too saucily put. 

Z>. Perhaps I can guess at your 
intention, madam | were it to be- 
come me so to do. 

M, Perhaps I would not make 
a Mr, Hickman of any man; using 
him the worse for respecting me. 

D, Nor, perhaps, would 1, ma- 
dam , if I liked his respects. 

M, I understand you. But, per- 
haps, it is in your power to make 
me hearken, or not, to Mr. Har- 
lowe. 

D. Young men , who have pro- 
bably a good deal of time before 
them, need not be in haste for a 
wife. Mr. Hickman, poor man! 
must stay his time, or take his 
remedy. 

M. He bears more from you 
than a man ought. 

D. Then, I doubt, he gives a 
reason for the treatment he meets 
with. ^ 

M, Provoking creature! 

X>. I have but one request to 
make to you, madam. 

M, A dutiful one, I suppose. 
What is it, pray? 

D, That if yoM marry, /may be 
permitted to live single. 

M, Perverse creature, Fm sure! 

D. How can I expect, madam, 
that you should refuse such terms r 
Ten thousand pounds ! ~ at the least 
ten thousand pounds ! — A very 
handsome proposal! — So many 
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fine things too, to give you one hy 
one I — Dearest madam, forgive 
me I — I hope it is not yet so far 

gone, that rallying this man will 
e thonght want of duty to you. 
M, Your rallying of him^ and 
your reverence to me, it is plain, 
have one source. 

D, I hope not, madam. But ten 
thousand pounds — 
M, Is no unhandsome proposal. 
D, Indeed I think so. I hope, 
madam, you will not be behind- 
hand with him in generosity. 

M. l}e won*t be ten thousand 
pounds the better for me, if he 
survive me. 

2>. No, mad.am; he can't expect 
that, as you have a daughter, and 
as he is a bachelor, and has not a 
child 1 — Poor old soul ! 

M. Old soulf Nancy! — And 
thus to call him for being a bache- 
lor, and not having a child? — 
Does this become you? 

D, Not old soul for that, madam 
- hut half the sum ; five thousand 
pounds ; you can't engage for less, 
madam. 

^L That sum has your appro- 
bation then? [lookJDg a3 if she'd 
be even with me.J 

D, As he leaves it to your gene- 
rosity, madam, to reward his kind- 
Besg to you, it can*t be less. — Do, 
^ear madam, permit me, without 
incurring your displeasui'e, to call 
bim Door old soul again. 

M. Never was such a whimsical 
creature! — [turning away to hide 
ber involuntary smile, for I be- 
lieve I looked very archly! at 
least I intended to do so] — I hate 
that wicked sly look. You give 
Ckuista, U, 



yourself very free airs — don't 
you? 

D. I snatched her hand, and 
kbsed it — My dear mamma , be 
not angry with your girl! — You 
have told me , that you were very 
lively formerly. 

M, Fonnerlyl Good lack! — 
But were I to encourage his pro- 
posals, you may be sure, that for 
Mr. Hickman's sake, as weU as 
y our's, 1 should make a{wise agree- 
ment. 

D, You have both lived to years 
of prudence, madam. 

M. Yes, I suppose I am an old 
soul too. 

D. He also is for making a tvise 
agreement y or hinting at one, at 
least. 

M, Well, the short and the long 
I suppose is this: I have not your 
consent to marry. 

D. Indeed, madam, you have 
not my wishes to marry. 

^J. Let me tell you. that if 
prudence consist- in wishing well 
to one\^-selfy I see not but the 
young flirts are as prudent as the 
old sou/s. 

D, Dear madam, would you 
blame me, if to wish you not to 
marry Mr. Antony Harlowe, is to 
wish well to myself? 

M, You are mighty witty. I 
wish you were as dutiful. 

D, I am more dutiful, I hope, 
than witty *, or I should be a fool, 
as well as a saucebox. 

M, Let me judge of both — 
pareDts are only to live for their 
children, let them deserve it or 
not. That's their dutiful notion ! 

Z>. Heaven forbid th&tI«»K<;^^^ 

"£1 
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w^ , if there Ibe two interests be- 
tween my siothev and me, that 
mj motl^er postpone her own for 
mine! or oivenp. any tlHng that 
would add to the. real comforts of 
her life , to oblige me J — Tell me, 
my dear mamma, if you think the 
closing with this proposal willf 

M, I say, that ten thousand 
pounds is such an acquisition to 
one*s family, that the offer of it 
deserves a civil return. 

D. Not the offer, madam: the 
chance only I — If indeed you have 
a view to an increase of family, 
the money may provide. 

M. You can't keep within toler- 
able bounds! — That saucy fleer 
I cannot away with — 

D. Dearest, dearest madam, 
forgive me ; but old soul ran in my 
head again! — Nay, indeed and 
uponmy word,! will not be robbed 
of that charming smile! And again 
I kissed her hand. 

3/. Away, bold creature! No- 
thing can be so provoking as to be 
made to smile when one would 
choose, and ought, to be angry. 

D. fiut, dear madam, if it be to 
be, I presume you won't think of 
it before next winter, 

M. What now would the pert 
one be at? 

D, Because he only proposes to 
entertain you with pretty stories 
of foreign nations m a winter's 
evening. Dearest, dearest madam, 
let me have the reading of his 
letter through. I will forgive him 
all he says about we. 

M, It may be a very difficult 
thing, perhaps, for a man of the 



best sense to write a loye-letter 
that may not be cavilled at. 

D, That's because lovers in 
their letters hit not the medium. 
They either write too much non- 
sense, or too little. But do yon 
call this odd soul*s letter [no more 
will I call him old soul, if I can 
help it] a love-letter? 

JH.. Well, well, 1 see you are 
averse to this matter. I am not 
to be your mother; y*m will live 
single , if / many. 1 had a mind 
to see if generosity governed you 
in your views. I shall pursue my 
own inclinations; and if (hey 
should happen to be suitable to 
your's, pray let me, for the future, 
be better rewarded by you, than 
hitherto I have been. 

And away she flung, without 
staying for a reply. — Vexed, I 
dare say, that I did not better ajj- 
prove of the proposal — were it 
only that the merit of denyine 
might have been all her own, and 
to lay the stronger obli^tion 
upon her saucy daughter. 

She wrote such a f&u2oio-lr2:e re- 
fusal when she went from me, as 
might not exclude hope in any 
other wooer; whatever it may dio 
in Mr. Tony flarlowe. 

It will be my part, to take care 
to beat her off the visit she half 
promises to make him, (as you 
will see in her answer) upon eon- 
dition that he withdraw his suit 
For who knows what effect the 
old bachelor's exotics [far-fetched 
and dear-hought, you know, is a 
proverb] might otherwise have 
upon a woman's mind, wanting 
nothing but unnecessaries, gew- 



gawa, and fineries j and offered 
each as are not chbiIj to be — ' 
with, orpurchased? 

Well, Dutiiow I give you leave 
to read here, in tFis placi?, 
Bopj of my mothei's ansnt 
jonr QDcle'E letter. Not one i 
ment will I make npoD it. I know 
my duty better. And here, tliei-c- 
fore, taking the liber^ to hope 
that I may, in jonr present lea 
disagreeable, though not nliullj 
ftgreenble aituation, provoke ] 
nnile from yon, I conclude my 
•elf, 

your ever affectionate and 
faithful 

AnkaHoo 






Frldnj, i 



It la not uiunl, 1 bclicvt^ 
onr tax to aiiB«t.T by peu atid iuk 
the first Iclter on ItiOBe occasions. 
The fiiKl IcUer! How odd is Ihiit! 
aa if I eipcct[-d another; which 1 
do not. But then I think , as 1 do 
not jndge. proper to encourage 



g^tnioa that a person was entitled 
tothat, and not to ill-UBsge, be 
raiue he had a respect for me. 
And w 1 faaTe often and often told 
my daughter. 

Awoman^Ithink, tnakesltiit a 
poor figure in a man's eye after- 
wards, and does no reputation to 
her sex neither, when she behaves 
Kke a tyrant to b'na be/brehand. 
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To, be Bure,..u^, if | were to 
change my condition, I know not 
a gentleman whose proposal could 
be more agreeable. Your nephew 
and your nieces have enough 
without you: my daughter is a 
" ■ fithout me, tlud I 

sare to double it, 
, were I to do Buoh 
}ody need to be the 
But Nancy would 



fine fortune v 
stiould take i 
living or dying 

worae for it. 
not think so. 



All the comfort I fcnow of in 
children, ia that wb^ young ther 
do with uHwbatthey will, and all 
is pi'ctty in them, to their verj 
faults; and when they-are grown 
up, ttiey think their parents must 
live for them only, and deny them- 
aelvcs every thing for their sake*. 
I kuow Nancy could not bear a 
father-in-law. She would fly at 
tbe very thought of my beiiw in 
earnest to give oer one. Not Uiat 
I stand in fear of uiy daughter 
neither. It is not fit I should. But 
she has her poor papa's spirit. A 
very violent one that was. And 
one would mot choose, jou know, 
-- to enter into an affair, that 
knows one must renounce a 
daughter for, or she a mother. — 
Except indeed one's heart were 
much in it; which, 1 blets God, 
mint is not 

I have now been a widow thcsa 
ten years; nobody to control me: 
and I am said not to bear control: 
80, sir, you and 1 are best as we 
are, I believe; nay, I am sure of 
it; for we want not what «,v<i!a.<« 
has; having \«)fti mti^a 'Ciuwi. ■«* 
knnw w*i«* \a 4q ■wi'Cii. fcisA. v 
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know I could not be in the least 
accountable for any of my ways. 

My daughter, indeed, though 
she is a fine girl , as girls go, [she 
has too much sense indeed for one 
of her sex; and knows she has it] 
is more a check to me than one 
would wish a daughter to be: for 
who would choose to be always 
snapping at each other? l>ut she 
will soon be married; and then 
not living together, we shall only 
come together when we are 
pleased , and stay away when we 
are not; and so, like other lovers, 
never see any .thing but the best 
sides of each other. 

I own, for all this, that I love 
her dearly; and she me, I dare 
say: so would not wish to provoke 
her to do otherwise. Besides, the 
girl is so much regarded every 
where , that having lived so much 
of my prime a widow, I would not 
lay myself open to her censures, 
or even to her indifference, you 
know. 

Your generous proposal requires 
all this explicitness. I thank you 
for your good opinion of me. 
When I know you acquiesce with 
this my civil refusal, [and indeed, 
sir, I am as much in earnest in it, 
as if 1 had spoken plainer] I don*t 
know but Nancy and I may, with 
your permission , come to see your 
fine things ; for I am a great ad- 
mirer of rarities that come from 
abroad. 

So , sir, let us only converse oc- 
casionally as we meet , as we used 
to do , without any other view to 
each other than good wishes: 
which I hope may not be lessened 



or this declining. And then I 
shall always thimc myself 
Your obliged servant, 

Ahnabslla Howe. 

P. S. I sent word by Mrs. Lo» 
rimer , tliat I would write an 
answer: but would take time 
for consideration. So hope, 
sir, you won*t think it a slight 
i did not write sooner. 

LETTER Cn. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford , Esq. 

Sunday, May 21. 

I AM too much disturbed in my 
mind to think of any thing but re* 
veiige; or I did intend to give thee 
an account of MissHarlowe*s ob- 
servations on the play. Miss Har- 
lowe's I say. Thou knowest that 
1 hsiteiheusime of Harlowe ; and I 
am exceedingly out of humour with 
her, and with her saucy friend. 

What's the matter nowf thou*lt 
ask. 

Matter enough; for while we 
were at the play, Dorcas, who 
had her orders, and a key to her 
lady's chamber, as well as a 
master-key to her drawers and 
mahogany chest, closet-key and 
all, found means to come at 
some of Miss Howe's last written 
letters. The vigilant wench was 
directed to them by seeing her 
lady take a letter out of her stays, 
and put it to the others, before she 
went out with me — afraid, as the 
women upbraidingly tell me , that 
I should find it tJiere. 

Dorcas no sooner found them, 
than she assembled three ready 
writers of the non-apparenis ; and 
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Sail;/ andsJe, and (Scj, employed so much from a spirit of devotion, 
themeelveB nith the utmost dtli-^I have rejuon to think, as to ttji 
geneefia making eitracts, accord- 'wbelher she can go out irltiioin} 
mgtoformerdirections.fTomlhesejcheck, control, or mj attendanoO^ 
cnraed letters, for my use, Ciined,\ » « » A^ 

1 may well call ihem ^ suchj Ihavebeendeniedbreakfasting 
abuses! such virulence! — O tbia with her. Indeed she was a littlV 
little fury Miss Howel ~- Well I displeased with me last night: be-1 
might her saucy friend (who haa!cause,oDourreturDfrom tbeplajy 
beeueqaally free with me, orthe'I obliged her to pasa the rest OP 
occasion could not have been the night with the women and me.' 
g^ven) be eo violent aa she lately in their parlour, and to stay till- 
waa, aim; eodeavonring to come neurone. She told me, eX parting,- 
atoneof ibeseletters. Ithat sbe expected to have th» 

I waa snre tbat this fiur one , at : whole next day to herself. 1 had 
so early an aee, with a eonstilu- j not read the extracts then, so was 
tionsD firm, health so blooming, I ail affectionate respect, awe, and' 
fires so sparkling, expectations I distauce; for 1 hud resolved to boo'- 
toerefore so lively, and hope solgiu anew course, and if possible,' 
predominating, could not be abso-;tobanish all jealousy andsuapicioa< 
lately, and fromherownvisilance,: from her heart; and yet I hadnft'' 
BO guarded, and so apprehensive, reason to be much troubled at her . 
a» I have found ber to be. | past suspicions ; since, if a woman] 

Bpftrkling eyes. Jack, when the will continue with a man whomt 
poetical tribe have said all they she suspects, when she can get 
COD f<orthem,arean infallible si^lfrom him, or f&iiiJ.-.sshecan, lorn 
of a rogue, or room for a rogue, va sureitisa very hopeful sign. >' 
the heart » * « ., 

Thou mayest go on with thvl She in gone. Slipped "do wnjbe-' 

Keackraenia, and Lord U. with 'fore I was aware. Shehadordered: 
» wisdom of nations, I am now a chair, on purpose to exclude my^ 
more assured of her than ever, personal attendance. But I haa« 
low my revenge ia up, and taken tproper/precautions. Willi 
.with my love, all resistance attended her by consent-, Peter,"' 
fall before it. And moat thelbouse servant, was withim- 
raolemnly do 1 swpar that Mies Will's call. , 

Howe shall ci^nie ill /'»;■ fcr snact. | Ihad, by Dorcas, represented; 
Andhere, just now, is another herdangerfrO!nSingleton,inordar[ 
lefter brought from the same little to dissuade hei' from going at alL> 
virulent devil. I hope to procure unless she allowed me to attends 
banecripts from that too, very her; but I was answered, with hef- 
speedily, if it be put to the rest: usual saucysmartncsB,thatifthere 
for the sauey fair one is resolved werenocaaafttA^fto.-mW^vB^^^^ 
togotoebareh this mvmiag; not iritiiatlli«i}ia3-\«>^'*^i^'^'^'' 
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werehuitwQ V^j'honaeB, wanlj /tkd dmj to hemiS. Jkmtm tA 
Hkore was kn mi dmrdi, when me tlit At bdi c ici herdeflialii 
tliere were so aiimy clnirelieiL Tbe from moti i es ci piety — oobb^ 
duurmen were ordered to carry Jaek, is tbeie impictj !■ seeng 
her to St James's cfanreli. ;me!— Woolditnotliethekigkest 

Bat sliewoold not be soeareless' act of pietj to redaim loe? and if 
of obliging mCy if she knew whati tfa» to be done hf her reNaiaf to 
hare ahead/ come aty and how the see me, wlien siic istsa d c mtn 
women urge m^ on; for thej are frame than nsnal? — Baft I hate 
eontinnallj eomplatning ofiAf re- her, hate her heartily! Sheii<M, 
$traini they lie viMfer in their be-'nglj, and deformed. — BoftOtte 
harioor; in their attendance ribbsphemr! Tci she is an Har- 
neglecting ell their coneemk in /A^ lowe; and I do and cnsa hate het 
front haute; and keeping ttig rl^-! for that. 

gani back one entirely free from^ Bat since I most wit aee her, 
eompan/f that she may hare in> {shewiMbe misti e s sof hero^pnwiB^ 
sn^icion of them. They doabt ; an4of her time tioly f\ lei meffliq^ 
not my generosity, they say; bat I tjrjrtunefay telling thee what Ihacte 
«A3fforSiyownsiie,inIx^ll'sc^eat.^^^ . 
style, should Imakeso longaharwest The first letter tiie women met 
ofsoUtUecamt ^ with is dated Aprfl 27*. Where 

Womeny^ereasonwdl. I think can dbe have ]mt the me eed im g 
I will b^m my operations tiie ones! — It mentions Mr.Bidkmaa 
moment i£e comes in. as a bosy feUow b e t w e e n Aem. 



IhaToeomeat the letter btoaght 
her from Miw Howe to-day. Pkit^ 
eonjoration, sorcery, witehcrafi, 



Hickman had best take eare of 
himself. She says in it, / hope 
youhaoe no emaeio repent rehtm" 
ingmyNorris — itisf oi tk emm mg on 



all going forward! 1 riiall not be </«naiidL Now ^hat the devil 
aUetosee this Ifijyffor/omf with I this mean! — Her Norris lb 



patience. As the nymphs below! eoonng on demand! — The devil 
ask, so do I, why is nuhi neees- Itake me, if I am out^Nmrvd! — 
saiy? and Sally and Folly op- 1 If soch innocents can allow them- 
brudingly remind me of my first' selves to plot, (to Norrie) well 



attempts npon themselvesL Yet 
force answers not my end — and 



marl. 

She is sorry, tiiat her Hannak 



yet it may, ifthere be troth in that ean'tbewithh^ — And what ifshe 
part of the libertine's creed, (Aof Iconld? — What coold Hannah do 
once subdued is always subdued! f or her msu A a house as this f 



And what woman answers affirm 
maHvely to the qaestion? 

She is retomed; bat refiises to 
admit me: and iosiitiap<m hmagl 



T%e women in the house are to be 
found out in one breakfasting. The 
women are |enraged at both the 
conreipondeiitsfar Ais; aadmore 



makeapoiDt of m]rBub- Hnd I have a Bchetne rumbling in 

ig Bor. I had a good mind to my head , that wants but half an 
I Miss Howe to them in full hour's rauBiug- to bring iufo fonn 
>ertv. Say but the wovd, Jack, tbat will domy biiBineaaupon bothi 

"tsiaUbedone. I cannot bear that the imrental 

! M glad thai Bfins Harhwe had] authority should be tliua dtspised, 

hu of taking me of my vrord \ "'''^ trampled undpr foot ~ but 

jonrfererf IdMnot offer again ' observe the viien, 'Tis'^ll he is af 

sea her, if I don't 'soon mtlu ^er opinion: fur her mullier hining 

^ilbtne. Cautionahei-lofreep|«'*^ "P -^ miisl have somgbod-f 

ut a diiiarteei not to pirmii Ihe] '" 9"'""^^' C'"*- — Could a Low-^ 

! /■rtmiftflri/y — See Jack! see ''"=«l"'"'*nowedbimselfaEi-eater 

^rdl -Exactly as I thought! 'i^euM'^ This g'^l s a dovdish 

:cr vigilance ail owing to a^*^^ "> h". heart. Hadshebeen 
I Mend; who can sit down ' 
rtly_. and give that advice, 

!b in her own case she could 

take. What an enco 

t to me to proceed in i 
H, wfien I have reason tc 

. my beloved's reservi 

Ig more to Miss Howe' 

9, than toherowninclini 

1/ M mij inlerefl to be hone: 

re tells ber — uiTEBEST, fools! 

tbought these girls knew that 
bileresi was ever aubvervient to 
pleasure. 
That would I give to come at 

copies of the letters to which 
■e of Miss Howe are answer 
%e next letter is dated May. 
this the little termag) ' 



outdone us all in enterprise and 

She ^ants bat verg little further 
provocation, she says, to flg pri' 
vatflii lo London. Anil if the met, 
she Ei// no' Itaoe her till the sea her 
either honour ally married, or ijuil of 
Ihe Kreli:h. Here , Jack , the tran- 
soriBor Sally has added a prayer 
— " For the Lord's sake, dear Mr. 
Lovelace, get this fury to Lon- 
don;" — her fate, 1 can tell thee, 
Jack, if we had her among u», 
should not be ao long decidine as 
her friend's. What a gantlope 
would she run, when I had done 
with her , among a dozen of bar 
own pitilesasei, whommycharmer I 

^ Bhallncversee! — liutmoreofthis I 

her astonishment, that her anon. 
Bier ahould write toMiBsHar- I find by this letter, that my ] 

B, to forbid ber to correspond Baacy captive had been drawing I 
her daughter. Mr. Hickman. |theeharacterBof every varlet of ye. I 
■ayi, iBofopinion, (Saf^/ieoufj/UNor am 1 spared in it more than I 
^lo obei/ her mother. How the^you. The man fa fool (o he sure, my 1 
tping fellow trims between ,iear. Let me perish if they either \ 
bl I am afraid that I must of them find niftQi\ft-^ a »U..i ^*V-J| 
lish him, as n-eJJ as this virago; lo'^, atUa«t. G>itBeAt<ii5».etmi'«5i^ 
*• — . -_ „(,[ but fli*y are ois.6\. o^W 
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femals — there*8 for thee, Bel-. against them both the insalted 
ford — andhe theBehebub — there's parental character! 
for thee, Lovelace ! — And yet she | Thou wilt say to thyself by this 
would have her friend marry a time, And can this proud And in- 
Belzebub. — And what have any ! solent girl be the same Miss Uowe, 
of us done (within the knowledge who sighed for honest Sir George 
of Miss Harlowe) that she-should , Colmar ; and who, but for tiiis her 
ffive such an account of us, as beloved friend, would have fol- 
BDOuld excuse so much abuse from lowed him in all his broken for- 
Miss Howe I — But the occasion : tunes, when he was obliged to quit 
that shall warrant this abuse is to I the kingdom? 
come! | Yes, she is the t^^i-y same. And 

She blames her for not admitting I always found in others , as well 
Miss Partington to her bed — toQtch'-\ as in myself, that a first passion, 
ful as you are, what could Aai^6 . thoroughly subdued, made the 
happened? — If violence were tn-! conqueror of it a rover; the con- 
tendedj he would not stay for /^ j queress a tyrant. 
nigJit. I am ashamed to have this! Well , but now comes mincnng, 
hinted to me b^ this virago. Sally j in a letter from one who has the 
writes upon this hint — '* See, sir, { honour of dear. Miss Howe^s com- 
what is expected from you. An iTuimis* to acquiunt Miss Harlowe^ 
hundred and an hundred times we ! that Miss Howe is excessively conr 
have told you of this " — And so I cemed for the concern she has gioen 
ihey have. But to he sure, the\her, 
advice from them was not of half I have great iemptaiinna^ en tiU 



the efficacy as it will be fromJIiss 
Howe ~ You might have sat up 



occastbn^says the primGothamite^ 
to express my own resentments tqMm 



after her^ or not gone to bed^ piih^your present state, 

eeeds she. My own resentments ! — And wlqr 

But can there be such appre-! did he not fall into this /«fit/>fatibtt/ 
hensions between them, yet tiie! — Why, trulj, beeaoae he knew 
one advise her to stay, and the .'not what that state was which 
other resolve to wait my imperial gave him so tempting a sabject — 
motion for marriage? I am glad I j onlt/ by a conjeetwre^ and so forth, 
know that. I fie then dances in his style, as 

She approves of my proposal of he does in his gait! To be sore, to 
Mrs. FretchviUe*s house. She be sure, he must have made the 
puts her upon expecting settle- grand tour, and come home by the 
ments; upon naming a day: and . way of Tippermry. 
eoncludes with insisting upon heri And being mnreorerfoH^d^ says 
writing , notwithstanding her mo- : the prancer , to enter into the cruel 
ther*s prohibitions: or mds her \ subject — this prohibition was a 
tote the consequence. Undatiful meiey to tbee, friend Uiekmanl 
wretches! HowIk»g to vindicate* !• 
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— But why cruel subject^ if thou 
knowest not what it is , But con- 
jeciurest only from the disturbance 
it gives to a girl, that is her mo- 
ther's di8turbance,-witl be thy dis- 
turbance, and the disturbance in 
turn of every body with whom she 
is intimately acquainted , unless I 
have the humbling of her? 

In another letter,* the little 
fury professes, that she mllwrite^ 
and that no man shall write for her. 
as if some medium of that kiud 
had been i>roposed. She approves 
of her fair friend's intention to 
leane me, if she can be received by 
her relations, I am a wretch^ a 
foolish toretch. She hates me for my 
teasing ways. She has just made an 
acquaintance' ftfith one who knows a 
vast deal of my private history. 
A corse upon het, and upon her 
historiographer! — The man is 
really a villain^ an execrable one, 
Devu take her! Had I a dozen 
lives y- 1 might have forfeited them all 
twenty crimes ago. An odd way of 
reckonings Jack-! 

Betterton, lities tockyer 
named — t?ie man (she ir- 



of her freedoms with my character, 
she says, sJie should be afraid to 
stir out without a guard. I would . 
advise the vixen to get her guard 
ready. 

I am at the head of a gang of 
wretches [thee, Jack, and thy 
brother varlets, she owns she 
means] who join together to betray 
innocent creatures, and to support 
one another in their villanies — What 
sayest thou to this, Belford! 

She wonders not at her melancholy' 
reflections for meeting me, for being 
forced upon me, and tricked by m^, 
I hope, Jack^ thou'lt have done' 
preaching after this! 

But she comforts her, that she 
will be both a warning and example 
to all Iter sex, I hope the sex will 
thank me for this. 

The nymphs had not time, they 
say, to transcribe all that was 
worthy of my resentment in this 
letter: 80 I must find an oppor- 
tunity to come at it myself. Noble 
rant, they say, it contains — but I 
am a seducer, and a hundred vile 
fellows, in it. — And the devil, it 
.»« ^.,»~w^ ,.^ ,..»,. ^»»^ .a seems, took possession of my heart, 
reverently repeats) she again calls] and of the hearts of all her friends, 
a villain. Let me perish, I repeat, I tn the same dark hour, in order to 



if I am called a villain for nothing! 
— She will have her uncle (as Miss 
Harlowe requests) soiunded about 
receiving her, Dorcas is to be at- 
tacked to her interest: my letters are 
to he come at by surprise or trick. 

What thinkest thou of this, 
Jack? 

Miss Howe is alarmed at my at* 
tenmt to come at a letter of hers,, 

Were I to come at the knowledge 
•See' Letter Izxx. 



prptoke her to meet me. Again, 
there is a fate in her error, she says 
— Why then should she grieve? 
— Adversity in her shining time, and 
I can't tell what — yet never to 
thank the man to whom she owes 
the shine I 

In the next letter*, wicked as I 
am, she fears I must be Tier lord and 
master, 

I hope so. 

* See IMtec \xxx^ 
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,' iiiaJ imxe zr^r lae 



/i«#. »t^f $^^v fV »t» 

*»y»' f r^*<»f , .^»^if ««^^ )^4!<»r./»/,n tr^ piayl mr she te 

•/«U ' f h*y fnf, t^\j f-ntUi tKaft >r*« ikxu a*'-i?-'i. a*. . 

I wM <♦»'! /'/ thtufft h^f htni( ^rn^.trOTkW Vj toauR &C tixia 

Ifw-^h i h^ff. fhit^ffhf Afi'} »h*i, /'/ ittynMf, I miut hare th. 

///<///// ///// ///////f// Atfpmr^ wf/rth: tOLlncU wUl mai da, 

J*Afr f W>iy , lU i/Ptf f\fg}i% - ! ijjtUiT, wh«!m I bmre it, miut 

HMtihu, ff«f MIm lUtwn nnyn. iin/1 m cfmkp«M to rteer Irjr. 






"/ ///*• tfftitffiiiHnn mnth* hi /in urirfp 
Uf llh'kffiHM. lift lUntUi I 
ifiUHf Utiffi* Mtit fii||/i*r'N ftiirn in wy 
|iii|>l»f*t, vM|f i|iilf|i)y, I Ifulliivn. 

Mlffi NMfri, «Am h t'ifuiiltif nhmkptl 
ifiiif i'MiMi/i>i/ Mi/t»^H«/ #»// Aff fiimitif: 
(III « iTiM ftiM'« n*Hi/hl A«i« /ii-|io /if'fif/ 



Tli« fire of friendahi; 
Miizf;fi and crackles. I ne 
for<; imagined that so fer 
frinndwliip could subsist b 
two HiNter beauties, both 
lint own here it may be in 
bv opposition, and by that < 
dloiitni whicn gives vig< 
foniulo spirits ofa warm s 
inantio turn. 
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■Sheravesahout cywmi/ up, t/fctf JVnIximuch nf a devil a: 
■ doing fhe eoiUd preeent mt noble' la neilher. 

er^lure from sitmpinn hio Imv, or | Such niltanous itifen/i'oiw ^ould . 
ieeitr front ruin. — One reed to have fhc^n Ihemselrex befnre niiS if' 
qwort another! I think I will /iod //mn. — Lord help themT— ' 
omrive to bring bernp. | She then puts her friend upon . 

HowcomeBit topasB that I can-purging for se/l^tmcnfi', ticence, and 
'' help being pleased wilh thia so forth. — No rvnm fur iMicacu 
go's spirit, though I suffer by now , Bhesaya; and tells her what 
Sad I her but here, I'd engage' aheahall say, hi bring all forward 
t& week's time to teach her bud- from me. laitnotaa clear to thee, 
liasion without reserve. What Jack, as il is to me, thatlahould 
leaBDTG should Ihave in breaking have carried mj point long ago, 
nchaepirit! I shouldwishforher but for thia visen? She ri^/iraadiea 
Ut onemonth, inal1,I think. She her far haeing itanssiTt'o ajiff *( ' 
roold he loo lame and spiritless she calls it, more Ikan oM apporl' 
at me after that. How sweetly vnili/ Ibat she aughi not to base slmU 
iretty toseethetwoloveiyfriends, — Thus thou seest, that tto 
''' ~ humbled and tame, both noblest of the sex mean nothing 
in the darkest corner of a in the world hy their ehyncBS ana 
om, arm in arm, weeping and distance, but to pound the poor 
ibUng for each other! — And I fellow they dislike not, when he 
leii emperor, their then ackitnio- cornea into their purlieus. 
tdged emperor, reclining at myi Though liiek'd into tbi) 

— lelnthe same room, uncertain pamer , she tells her, nbe ._ 

which I Ghould first. Grand meanly mbjugalcd la it. Therears. 
Signor like, throw ont my hand- hopes of my reformation, it seenu,' 
krtrchief! _ _ \from my reference f;r ber; ginct 

Again mind the girl : ake u before ber I neeer had any rtverenet 
^.iriged al the Ilarlawea she ia forfdbatttasgoodl I am a oreaf, 
au^y at ber own tniither; s^i ia ex- a *pf€ioua deceiver. I thank her 
"ftraled agaimt ber foolinh and for this, however. Agoodmoral 
W-vamly'd I^ivelaee. Poolibb, a nae.shesays, may be made of rn^, 
;tle toad! |God foi^give me for baaing ■precaiieduponberlottBervt,: 
-tiling a virtuoua girl, a toad tl I am glad that any good may floir 
Letuaalonp to lift ibe wreleb ovt nf from my actions. . 
iti ttfrj, Ihoui/h we soil iiur fingers in Annexed to this letter is apaper^ ' 
4oiHfitll lie haiinol been guilly I'f the moat saucy that ever was 
Unci indecency to you. — it seems writtenof a mother, by a daughter. 
(afroflrdfnar^toMissHowe that I Thereareiiiitanchfreereflectioni • 
hftve not. Nor dare he — ahe upon widows and bacl^elora, that 
■honldbesnreofthat. Ifwbmen 1 cannot but wonder how Wat 
have such things in their heads, Howecam6\i^\icT\««TOka?^. ^"a 
wbpr should not! ia my heart?— Geoige C'i\iao.t,"V (mji. ^^ "«>«»■ 
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was fl greater fool than thy friend, fell. Thou shalt have copies of 
if she had it all for nothing. j them all at full length shortly. 

The contents of this paper ac- Men of our caxt, this Httle devil 
quaint Miss Harlowe, that her says, she fancies cannot have the 
uncle Antony has hecn making' ardours thai honest. men have, MisB 
proposals of marriage to her! Howe has very pretty fancies, 
mother. • jJack. Charming girl! Would to 

The old fellow's heart ought to heaven 1 knew whether my fair- 
be a tough one, if he succeed; or. one answers her as freely as she 
she who broke that of a much writes! *Twould vex a man's heart, 
worthier man, the late Mr. Howe, that this virago should have oonte 



will soon get rid of him. 

But be this as it may, the stupid 
family is made more irrecoucile- 
able than ever to their goddess- 
daughter for old Antony *8 thoughts 
of marrying: so I am more secure 
of her than ever. And yet I be- 
lieve at last, that my tender heart 
will be moved in her favour. For 
I did not ^ish that she shouldiiave 
nottdnff but persecution and dis- 
tress. — But why loves she the 
brutes, as Miss Howe justly calls 
them, so much; ?72d so little? 

I have still more unpardonable 
transcripts from other letters. 

liETTEB cm. 

itri Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

The next letter is of such a 
liature, that I dare say, these 



honestly by* her fancies, 

WJio knows but / may have half a 
dozen creatures to get off my hands, 
before I engage for life? — .Yet, 
lest this should mean me a com- 
pliment, as if I would reform, she 
adds her belief, that she must not 
expect me io be honest on this side 
my grand climacteric. She has an 
hign opinion of her sex , to think 
they can |cliarm so long a man so 
well acquainted with weir identi' 
calness. 

He to suggest delays, she says, 
from a compliment to be made to 
Lord M, I Yes , /, my dear ^^ be- 
cause a man has not been ac- 
customed to be dutiful , must he 
never be dutiful? — In so im- 

gortant a case as this too! the 
earts of the whole family engaged 
in it ! You did indeed, says he, want 



|p*oud rogues would not have had'itj an interposing friend — but were I 
nill into my hands for the world^.J <o have been in your situation, I 
I see hy it to what her dis- would have torn his eyes out, and 
pleasure with ine, in relation to left it tohis heart to furnish the reason 



itiy proposals, was owing. They 
were not summed up, it seems, 
with the warmth , iwith the ardour 
which she had expected. 
This whole letter was trans- 



^ ^ * See Letter Ixxzvli. 



for it. See! See! What sayest 
thou to this, Jack? 

Villain, fellow that he is! follow. 
And for what? Only for wisbiiig 
that the next day ware to be my 



ctibed by Dorcas , to whose lot it happy one; ai^ for bdog datifiil 



to my nearest relatioD* 
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It is (he cruellest of fatesy she says, 
for a woman to he forced to have a 
man whom her heart despues. — 
That is what I wanted to be sure 
of — I was afraid that my be- 
loved was too conscious of her 
talents; of her superiority ! I was 
afraid that she m/i^ed despised me. 

— And 1 cannot bear to think she 
does. But, Belford, I do not in- 
tend that this lady shall be bound 
down by so cruel a fate. Liet me 
perish , if I marry a woman who 
has given her most intimate friend 
reason to say, sTie despises me! — 
A Lovelace to be despised, Jack! 

His clenched fist to Ms foreJiead 
on your leaving him in just displea- 
sure — that is, when she was not 
satisfied with my ardours, if it 
please ye ! — I remember the mo- 
tion; but her back was towards 
me at the time^. Are these watch- 
ful ladies all eye? — But observe 
what follows : / wish it had been a 
poleax, and in the hands of his worst 
enemy — 

I unll have patience, Jack ; I will 
have patience ! My day is at hand. 

— Then will I steel my heart with 
these remembrances. 

But here is a scheme to be 
thought o^ in order to get my fair 
prize out of my hands, in case I give 
her reason to suspect me. 

This indeed alarms me. Now 
the contention becomes arduous. 
Now wilt thou not wonder if I let 
loose my plotting genius against 
them both. 1 will not be out- 
Noris'd, Belford. 

But once more, she has no notion, 

* She tellt Miss Howe, that she saw 
thlM motion in the pier-glasB, See |^- 297. 



she says, that lean or dare to mean 
her dishonour. But then the man is a 
fool — thaCs all — I should indeed 
be a fool, to proceed as I do, and 
mean matrimony ! However, since 
you are thrown upon a fool , says 
she, marry the fool, at the first op- 
poitunity; and though I doubt that 
thin man will be the moat unmanage- 
able of fools, as all witty and vain 
fools are, take him as a punishment, 
since you cannot as a reward, — Is 
there any bearing this, Belford? 

But such men as myself are the 
men that the women do not naturally 
hale. — True as the gospel. Jack! 
The truth is out at last. Have I 
not always told thee so? Sweet 
creatures and true christians these 
young girls! They love tiheir 
enemies. But rakes in their hearts 
all of them! Like turns to like; 
that's the thing. Were I not well 
assured of the truth of this ob- 
servation of the vixen, I should 
have thought it worth while, if not 
to be a good man, to be more of a 
hypocrite than I found it needful 
to be. 

But in the letter I came at to- 
day while she was at church, her 
scheme is further opened; and a 
cursed one it is, 

Mr, Lovelace then transctnbesfrom 
his short-hand notes thai part of 
Miss Howe's letter y which relates 
to the design cf engaging Mrs, 
Townsend (in case of necessity) 
to gice her protection till Colonel 
Mordon come:* and repeats his 
vows of revenge; especially for 
these words'^ \Ja»X ^\iw^^\vr^ -^i^ 
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tempt any thing tbat would 
make hnn obDOxkras to the laws 
of foeie^, sli^' might hare a 
ftiir riddance of him, either bj 
flight or the gallowi; no matter 
which. 

He then adds: — lis my pride, 
to subdnegirb who know too muck 
to doubt their knowledge, and to 
convince them, that thej know too 
little to defemi themselyes from 
tiie ineonrenienees of knowing 
too much. 

How paseion driyes a man on! 
proceeds he. — I have written a 
prodigious quantity in a very few 
honrsT Now my resentments are 
warm. I will see, and perhaps will 
punish, this proud, this dmible- 
armed oeauty. I have sent to tell 
• her, that I most be admitted to 
rap with her. We have neither of 
OS dined. She refosed to drink 
tea in the after-noon; and I be- 
lieve neither of ns will have much 
stomach to our supper. 

LETTEB cnr. 

jOst CUriMft Harlowe to Mim Howe. 
SvndAj nomiag, seren oVIoek. 

I WAS at the play last nisht with 
Mr. Lovelace and Miss Uorton. 
It is , yon know , a deep and most 
affectmg tragedy in the reading. 
You have my remarks upon it m 
the little book you made me write 
npon the principal acting plays. 
You will not wonder, that Miss 
Horton , as well as 1 , was greatly 
moved at the representation, when 
I tell you, and have some pleasure 
in telung you , that Mr. Lovelace 




himsdfwas 

with some of _ 

scenes. I mention this in pvaiie 
of the author's perfbnmice; Ibr 
I take Mr. Lovoaee to be one of 
the most hard- h e arte d men in tiie 
world: upon my word, niy d^v, 
I do. 

His b^aviour, howcici', on tiBS 
occasion, and on onrretimi, waa 
unexceptionable; only that he 
would oblige me to stay to aiqiper 
with the women below, when we 
came back, and to eit np with him 
and them till near one o'clock tiiis 
morning. I am not very sorry to 
have the pretence; iix 1 love to 
pass the Sundays by myself. 

To have the better excose to 
avoid his teasing, I am rc«dy 
dressed to go to church this mont- 
ing. I will ^ only to St Jaine^s 
church, and m a ckair; that I'mitf 
be sure 1 can go out and eome in 
when I please , without being in- 
truded upon by him, asl waa twk^ 
before. 

KevBiaeoVdodLa 

I HAVB your kind letter of yester- 
day. He knows I have. And I 
shall expect that he win be inqult-' 
sitive next time I see him alhnr 
your opinion of his proposals. I', 
doubted not your apjurobatioii of 
them, and had written an answer 
on that presumption; wUch'is 
ready for him. He must study for 
occasions of procrastination', and 
to disoblige me, ifnowatoy thini^., 
happens to set us at varia&ce 
agam. 

He is very importunate to see 
me. He has desired to attend me 
to church. He is angry that I 
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I'hBTO declined to breakf&st 'with . KHo was verj busy in nritiae, 

lam sure tbatlehouldDot Dorc^ says; and pursued it 

without dining, becauiel denied 



KhB1 

■kin 

^EuTe been at 1117 own liberty if 1 

■«Bd — I bid Dorcas tell him, tliut 

^■i desired to have thia day to mj- 

^KHlf. I would see him in the moro- 

JDf as early as lie pleased. She 

Miys, she liiiown not what ails him, 

but that lie is out of humour with 

' wery body. 

He has sent again in a peremp- 
tory maoiier. He warns me of 
Kngleton. I sent him word that 
if he vfis not afraid of Singleton 
st the playhouse last night,! need 
aot at church to-day: so many 
'>&iW0be8 to one playhouse. 1 have 
■ecflpted of his servant's pro posed 
Utoidance. But he is quite dis- 
pleased, it seems. I don t care, i 
will not be perpetually at his in- 
solent beck. — Adieu, iny dear, 
Mil I return. The chair waits. 
He won't stop me, sure, as I go 
down to it 

I BID not eeehimaslwentdonn. 
He is, it seems, excessively out of 
humour. Dorcas says, iiof ~*' 
meneither,sbe believes: but: 
thing has vexed him. Thia is put 
on perhaps, to make me dine with 
him. Hut 1 will not, iflcauhelp 
it. I shan't get rid ot him for the 
real of the day, if 1 do. 



carry thiBone small point; and so 

denied to dine myself. Andindeed 

1 was endeavouviog to write tomj' 

■ cousin Morden; and had begun 

I three different times, without ii 

I beiDg able to please myself. | 



may say , to be admitted to after- 
noon tea with ine: and appealed 
by Dorcas to his behaviour to me 
lust night; as if, as I sent him 
word by her, he thought he had a 
merit in being unexceptionable. 
However, 1 repeated my promise 
lo meet h[m aa early a? he pleased 
ill the morning, or to breakfast 
with him. 

Dorcas says, heravCd; I heard 
him loud , and I heard his servant 
fly fromhim, aslthought. Too* 
my dearest friend, say, in one of 

iours ,* that you must have some- 
ody to be angry at, when your 
mother seta you up. I'should be 
very loth to draw compflTrsons:' 
but the workings of passion, wUen 
indulged , are but too much alilce, 
whetlier in man or woman. 

He has just sent me word, that 
he insists upon supping with me. 
As we had been in a guod tiainfor 
several d^ys past, 1 thought it not 
prudent to break with him for 
little matters. Yet, to be, in a 
manner, threatened ijto lijwill, 
I know not how to bear that. 

WuiLE I was conndering, he 
came np, and lapping at my door, 
tuld me , in a very angry tone , he 
must see nie this night. He could 
not rest till he had been told what' 
he had doue to deserve tlie treat' 
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Treatment I gave him I A wretch ! her face averted, her lovely bosom 
Yet perhaps he has nothing new swelling, and the more chsunmngljr 



to say, to me. I shall be very angry 
with him. 
j4s the tady could not know what 
Mr, Lovelakts's designs were , nor 
the cause of his ill~humour, it 
will not be improper to pursue 
the suqfectjrom his letter. 
Having described /its angry man- 
ner qf demanding ^ in person ^ her 
company at supper: htjivoeeeds 
as follows: 

'Tis hard, answered the fair 
perverse , that I am to be so little 
my own mistress. I will meet you 
in the dining-room half an hour 
hence. 

I went down to wait that half 
hour. All the women set me hard 
to give her cause for this tyranny. 
They demonstrated , as well from 
the nature of the sex as of the case, 
that I had nothing to hope for 
from my tameness, and could 
meet with no worse treatment, 
were I to be guilty of the last 
offence. They urged me vehe- 
mently to try at least what effect 
some greater familiarities than I 
had ever taken with her would 



Erotuberant for the erectness of 
er mien. Jack! that sullen* 
ness and reserve should add to the 
charms of this haughty maid ! fiat 
in every attitude, in every humour, 
in every gesture, is beauty beauti- 
[fiil. — By her averted face, and 
indignant aspect, I saw the dear 
insolent was disposed to be angry 
— but by the fierceness of mine, 
as my trembling hands seized 
her*s, I soon made fear her pre^ 
dominant passion. And yet the 
moment I beheld her, my heart 
was dastardized; and my reve)> 
ence for the virgin purity, so 
visible in her whole deportmenjk, 
again took place. Surely, fiel- 
ford, this is an angel. And yet, 
had she not been known to oe a 
female, they would not from baby- 
hood have dressed her as such, nor 
would she , but upon that convic- 
tion, have continued the dress. 

Let me. ask you, madam, I 
beseech you tell me, what I have 
done to deserve this distant treat- 
ment? 



have: and their arguments being Uc^ ^hy '^'t/wti.^irS 



made, I was resolved to take some 
libertieHf and as they were received, 
to take still greater y and lay all the 
fault upon her tyrannu. In this 
humour 1 went up , and never had 
paralytic so little command of his 
joints , as I had , while I walked 
about the dining-room, attending 
her motions. 
With an ereci mien she entered,^ ioo£. 



have to say to me since last night, 
that I went with you so mucn 
against my will to the play? And 
after sitting up with you, equally 
against my will, till a very late 
hourV 

This I have to say, madam, that 
I cannot bear to be kept at this 
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Under the same roof, sir! — How 
came you — 

Hear me oiit,madani [letting go 
her trembUng naads , and^natch- 
ing them back a^n with an 
eagerness that made her start] — 
I have a thousand things to say, 
to talk of, relating to our present 
and future prospects; but when 
I want to open my whole soul to 
TOU, you are always contriving to 
keep me at a distance. You make 
me inconsistent with myself. Your 
heart is set upon delays. You 
most have views that you will not 
own. Tell me, madam, I conjure 
you to tell me , this moment with- 
out subterfuge or reserve, in what 
light am I to appear to ]^bu in 
futare? I cannot bear this dis- 
tance. The suspense you hold me 
in I cannot bear. 

In what light, Mr. Lovelace! 
[visibly terrifiedl In no bad light I 
hope. — Pray, Mr. Lovelace, do 
not grasp my hands so hard 
[endeavouring to withdraw them]. 
— Pray let me go, — 

You hate me, madam — 

I hate nobody, sir — 

Yon hatemej madam, repeated I. 

Instigated and resolved, as I 
came up , I wanted some new pro- 
Tocation. The devil, indeed, as 
ioon as my angel made her ap- 
pearance, crept out of my heart: 
oat he had left the door open, 
ftxid was no fiorther off than my 
elbow. 

^ou come np in no good temper, 
£ see, Mr. Lovelace — but pray 
**® not yiolent — / have done you 
'•o kuri — pray be not violent — 

Bw09i oeMture! And I elaeped 



one arm about her, holding one 
hand in my other. — You have done 
me no hurt — I could have de* 
voured her — but restraining my- 
self — You have done me the 
greatest hurtl --- In what have I 
jaeserved the distance you keep 
me at? — I knew not what to say. 
I She struggled to disengage her- 
self — Pray, Mr. Lovelace, let me 
I withdraw. I know not why this 
is. I know not what I have done 
I to offend you. I see you are come 
: with a design to quarrel with me. 
If you would not terrify me by the 
ill humour you are in, permit me 
to withdraw. I will hear all you 
have to say another time — to- 
morrow morninff, as I sent you 
word — but indeed you frighten 
me. I beseech you, if you have 
any value for me, permit me to 
withdraw. 

Night, mid-night, is necessary, 
Belford. Surprise, terror, must oe 
necessary to the ultimate trial of 
this charming creature, say the 
women below what they will. I 
could not hold my purposes. This 
was not the first time that I had 
intended to try if she could for- 
give. 

I kissed her hand with a fervour, 
as if I would have left my lips 
upon it. — Withdraw, then, 
dearest and ever-dear creature. 
Indeed, I entered in a very ill 
humour. I cannot bear the dis- 
tance at which you so causelessly 
keep me. Withdraw, madam, 
since it is your will to withdraw; 
and judge me (^ftuwoxwfcV^ \ \v^^^ 
me but asides^TNct \/t>\j«iV^^V^'^ 



2)^4 THB HI8T0BY OF 

ineiT<)w (i\9,niing early in such a ugly — I never saw a man so ngly 
temper ^ 'b<^<^o,in®B our present as passion made him look — ana 
situationi and my £atare hopes. for what? — And he so grasped 
And so saying, I CQnd^oted her my hands! — Fieroe creature! — 
to the door, and \fiifi hpr there. Hesograspedmyhaiidsl In short. 
But, instead of going dpwn to the he seemed oy his looks, and by his 
women, I went into my pwn words, (once putting his arms 
chamber, and locked myself in^ ftbo\it me) to wish fne to provoke 
ashamed of being awed by her hin^ 3o thi^t I liad nothing to do 
majestic loveliness, and apprehen- out to beg of ))im (which I did 
sive virtue, into so great a change repeatedly} to pcr^iit me to with- 
of purpose, notwithstanding I had draw: and ta promise to me^t 
such just provocations ftrom the him at his own time inthempm- 
letters of her saucy friend, ' ing. 

founded on her own representa-l it was with a very ill grace that 
tions of facts and situations be- he complied, on that condition: 



tween herself and me. 
The lady {dating Sunday night) 



and at parting he kissed my hand 
with such a savageness,thatared- 



thus describes her terrors, a^^ness remains upon it suu. 
JM- # ....«/..^.>. A^A^^-»>.« 1«4lJ Do you not think, my dear, that 
^':J:Zf *^*^'^^«''» ^'^ ''^^,1 have rejfson to lie fncensk at 
occasion. , |him,my situation considered: am 

On my entering the dining-, I not under a nec^jf^nV^, as it were, 
room , he took my hand in his m of quarrelling with him , at least 
such a humou^;, as I saw plainly, every other time I see him? No 
he was resolved to quarrel with prudery, no coquetry, no tyranny 
me — awl for what? — What had I m my heart, or in nw behaviour to 
don£\ (0 1dm f — I never in my life him, that I know ofC No affected 
beheld in any body such wild, : procrastination. Aiming at no- 
such angr}r , such impatient airs. ; thing but decorum. He as much 
I was terrified; and instead of concerned, and so he ought to 
being as angry as I intended to be, I think, as I, to have that observed. 
I was forced to be all mildness. I Too much in his power: cast 



can hardly remember what were 
his first words, Iwas so frighted. 



power: c^ 
upon him by the cruelty of my 
relations. ^ o other protection to 



But, You hate me, madawl You fiy to but hi^. One plain path 
hate me, madam! were some ofi before us; vet such embarrasses, 
them — with such a fierceness ^— ' such difficulties , such subjects for 
I wished myself a thousand miles ^ doubt, for cavil, for uneasiness; 
distant from him. I hate nobody, as fast as one is obviated , another 



said I; I tliank Gpd, I hate 

nobody — you terrify me, Mr. 

Lovelace ^let me leave you. — 



to be introduced , and not by my- 
self — 1 know not how introdaced 
— What pleasure, can I propose to 



T/ie man, my dear^ looked quite myBe\£ mTnfi«^i^& «io«^%i'wtsXi^'l 



been I 



itwouldbavelialf broken my hei 
to think there nontd have b0__ 
the letist danger that I should be 
obliged la bubmit to. 

You, my dear, could not be a 
' failings, 
ell me of 
pride did I take 
in the spplauae of every one! — 
Whnt a pride even in auppofling I 
had n.,l that pridel - Which con- 
cealed itself from my unexamioing 
heart under the epecious yeil irf 
hvniiliiii, douhting the merit to 
myaelt by the mimw^fl, and indeed 
iri'iivlsil, gvaeefiilneBB in the man- 
lier of conferring benffits , when I 
had not a single merit in what I 
did, vafltiy overpaid by (he 



fiect for me, my dearest Miss 
, perfect for me, I beseech 
^our kind scheme with Mrs. 
lend, and I will then leave 
•n. 

(einper,]hdieve,iBchnnged. 
pnder iJF 'it be. I question 
ler evef ilwill he what it was. 
liuiMt make him half so un- 
(y the Change as I am myself. 
■pil hot how, from step to 
i3io ^rowB upon mc? — I 
J to look p<<ck upon his 
, ibinents. And now to give 
Bse to apprehend trmie -'' 
■ n than nulimi<il'im mill j 
n txprrit! — my di 
I your Bcbeme, and let me 

In to strange a wretch I | . , . . , 

ftobofirstaneiopprfromniyiatirc of doing some Htile good,aQd 

n , as tlic world sup- 1 impelled, ax 1 may say, by talents 

low to be so from biini given me — for what? — Not to 

low not !] how hard to I be proud of. 

cudeaiouredfoshun, SodeBirouB, insliorf, fobecon- 
paths! — But he must sidered aa an eionip/el A vanity 
ilynavevicwBinquarrelling'which my partial admirers pnt 
■"; tbiw, which he dare notjintomy head! — And bo aeoorein 
Yet what can they beV^ — my own virtue I 
-rifled but to think of what I am punished enough, enough 
pay bcl I mortified, for this my vanity— I 

^e bill ^et from him! — Aajhopeennwy/i, if it sopleaae theall- 
iepulation, if I leavehim — grHcioiis Jnflictor: since now, I 
ITalready too louth wounded! verily Ihink,! more deanise myself 
b, now, to be careful about formypreBumptuouHself-Becnrity, 
iing, but how to act so, aslas well as vanity, than ever I 
ny own heart shall not re- secretly vaunted myself on my 
p me. As to the world's'good iiiclinations! >ecrellii,l eay, 
ie,Imustbecon1enttosu£Fer|however; for indeed I bad not 
f- an unhappy composition ■ given myself lei sure to reflect, till 
(fr. — What a wreck havejl was thus mortified, bow very im- 
^iines Buffered, to he obliged perfect 1 was; nor how much txuUv 
iw overboard so many valu- there ii in wWt ivi\a%i. \^-»is, 

Ee.'mdeed, tneon/y that we I'm \a oar ^iftsX ■^cAixro 
tosition that ouce anoes. 
^* 
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— but 

myself 

Bgun: foi in those fonr -nordg, / 
tea* very young, is tbere iiot a pnN 
lUtion couched, that wer? eiiaugli 
to take &U efiicac;r ^'oni the dis- 
COreiy and confession? 

What strange imperfect beings [ 
— But jeZ/' here, which i^i at. Lhc 
bottom of all we do, and of all wc 
#ish, is the grand misleader, 

I wil! not apologise to you, my 
dear, for these grave refli'dions. 
Is it not enough to make the un- 
happy creature look into herself, 
and endeavour to detect hcreclf, 
whcr,from such an high rejiutatiuD, 
left to proud and presumptuous 
self, «bould, W one thoughtless 
step , be brought to the dreadful 
BitnatioDlaniin? 

Let me, however, look forward : 
to despond would be to add sin to 
aiiL And whom have I to raise me 
iip,whom to comfort nie,ifl desert 



should supply the rest — 

Iwi^so disgusted with him, aa 
well as frighted bvhim, that, on 
my return to my chamber, in a fit 
of passionate despair, I tore ui- 
moBt in two the answer 1 had 
written to his proposals. 

I will see him in the morning, 
because I promised I wonld, liul. 
I will go ont, and that ivitbout 
' ' , or any attendant. If he 



not any more retam to this; 
— at present I think so. — And 
(here will I either attend the per- 
fecting of your scheme; or, by 
your epistolary mediation, make 
my own terms with the wretch; 
jiuce it is yonr opinion that I must 
be his, and cannot help myself: 
or, perhaps, take a resolntion to 
throw myself at ODce into Lady 
Betty's protection; and this wilt 
binder him from making his in- 
sole Dtlr-threateued visit to Har- 
lowe Place. 
The laitt/ v/ritet again on Sfonday 
evening: and gicet liei-Ji'icnd an 
aecoimt of all that jiatted be- 
tween tici-irif and Sir. Loftlaet 
that dag; arid iff her being fer- 
rified out nf her jiurpmt, qf 
going out: tut lUr, (joeelaet't 
next lellert gieitig a mure ample 
account of alt, her'i are omitted. 
It it proper, however, to mention, 
that the re-urget Sli'tt Bow 
(JVoia the diaaiiif action the Am 
reatonforfi'om what patied ie- 
we*H Mr. Louelace and liemff^ 
to perfect her Kheme in relalim 
to Met. TouHueiid. She cos- 
cludei tlilt letter in tkete wordi. 
I should at 
last favour, i, 
received) and of your dialogue 
with your mother — are you not 
very whimsical , my dear? 1 have 
but two things to wish for on this 
occasion — the one, that your 
charming pleasantry had a better 



eoani not tolerably for his sudden mhjecl tnaa that you find for it in 
''isiy^ of bebaviour, and a piopei\ th\> ^a^S^ — \]D«a&«i,'CD».\iiq 
oppoTtuai^ offer of a private »t,»»»in»'"»» '"'A <s«^> »»■««*■ 
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n damp that pleasanttj in 
id will not permit me tfl 
as I used to do- Be, how- 
tppy in yoursolf, tjiough 
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Slight, that after I bad 
id hertonithdraw,prinied 
bief as I was, the would 

next morning earljj and 
1 a smiie; mnkiiig me 
!St courtesies? 
inthedining-ioom bel 
GctiDg her. She opened 

door. I went up staira 
vu; and hemmed; and 
'ill; called Dorcas; threw 
rs hard to; but atill she 
not her door. Thus till 
hour after eiebt fooled I 
r time; and then (break- 
y) 1 sent Dorcaa t* request 

ras aftonished, when (fol' 
he wencb, aa she did al 
invitation) I saw her enter 

all but her gloves, and 
I her fan in her hand: in 

moment bidding Dorcaa 
ill to get a chair to the 

ireature, thought I, to ei- 
thus to the derision of the 

abroad, madam'/ 



I 1 looked cursed aillji I am snre, 
I You will bteakfaat ftrat, I hope, 

madam; in a very humble strain; 

yej with a hundred tenter-hooks 

Had she given me more notice 
of her inleution, I had perhaps 
wrought myself up to the frame I 
-■-- the day before, and begun 



ence that bad been tranecribed for 
me from Miss Howe's letters, and 
in that letter which I had tran- 
scribed myself. 

Yes, she would drink one dish; 
and then laid ber gloves and fan 
in the window, just oy. 

I was iperfectly disconcerted. I 
hemmed, and was going to speak 
several times; but i knew not in 
what key. Who's modest nowl 
thought I. Who's insolent dowI 
— How a tyrant of a woman con- 
founds a bashful manl She was 
acting Miss Howe, I thought; and 
I the Bpii'itless Hiekman. 

At last, I will begin, thought I. 

She a dish - 1 a dish. 

Sip, ber eyes her own, she; like 

1 haughly and imperious sover- 
gn, conscious of dignity, evaij 
look a favour. 

Sip, like her vassal, I ; lips and 
hands trembling, and not knowing 
that I sipped oi ' — "" 



I V 



- I E 



(drawing in my breath and the 

■r together, though I scalded 

, loutfi with it) I was in hopes, 

madam — 

)TCB.s came \q. ywA 'Cmsq- — 

DoroM, aaid aW, » » tVw «n« 

for? 
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— ii'dimperftilie&ce,thonglitI,; I>etain me not, straggling. I 
thus to put me oiii jya m^ speech; ' will not be withheld. I like yon 
and I was forced 19 wait for the not, nor your ways. You sought 
Brant's answer td the ixisolent to quarrel with me yesterday, for 
mistress's question. ... Jn» reason in (he world that lean 

William is gone for one J ina- think of but because I was too ob- 
dam. ^ ^ \liging. You are an in^ateful 

This cost me a minute's silence man; and I hate you with my 
before I could begin again^ And w&le heart , Mr. Lovelace, 
then it was with my hopes, andj ., Po not make me 7 desperate, 
my hopes, and my hopes, thai I madam. Permit me to sa^, that 
should have been early admitied ypu, shall not leave me in this 
to — , . . , . I humour, tfherever you go I will 

What weather is it, Doreja8j?.fittendyou. Had Miss Howe been 
said she, as regardless of me as if my niend,* I had not been thus 
I had not been present. _. ; Jtireated. It is but too plain to 

Alittlelowerin^, madam -r— the whom my difficulties are owing, 
sun b ^one in — it was very £ne!l have long observed, that every 
hatf an nour 1^. _ 1 . , j letter you received from Aer makes 



I had no patience. Up I rose. • an alteration in your behaviour to 
Down went the tea -cup,., saucer i^e. She would have ^em treat me 
and all — Confound the wf^ather, as she treats Mr. Hicknian, I tnip* 
the sunshine, and the v^ench! — pose; but neither does that treat- 
Begone for a. devil, when I am ment become your admirable 
spiking to your lad^, and have temper to offer nor me to receive 



so little opportunity given me. 

Up rose the saucy-face, half- 
frighted; and snatched from the 
window her gloves and fan. 

Tou must not go, madam; — 
Seizing her hand — By my soul 
you must not — -^ 

Must not J sir! — But I must — 
7011 can curse your maid in my 
absence as well as if I were present 
— except — except — you intend 
for me what you diroet to her. 

Dearest creature, yon must not 
go — you must not leave me — 
such determined scorn! such con- 
tempts! — Questions asked your 
of no meaning but to 



This startled her. She dnl not 
care to have me think hardly |of 
Miss Howe. 

But recollecting herself, maa 
Howe, said she, is a friend to 
virtue and to ggDod men. If she 
like not you, it is because yon are 
not one of those. 

Yes, madam ^ and therefore to 
speak of Mr. Hickman, and my- 
self, as you both, I suppose, think 
of each, she treats him as she 
would not treat a Lovelace, — I 
challenge you, madam, to shew 
me but one of the many letters 
you have received from her, where 
1 am meiil\oxi&d. 



MffFFMOt Ot no JLUCOUIUK MUI» bVI A. »ui uxv<k&v&v»u.v»'s*« 

JbreaJk in upon me — I cannotl ^aaHowf5^\ayaaX\'Vi:>a»lEL^^^ 
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dB speaks, of everj; body as they 

terve. Jf you point me out but 

occasion, upon which 

reason to build a merit 

O yourself, as either juat or good, 

-■ eren grneroua, I will look out 

r her letter on that occasion [if 

h an occasion there be, I have 

tainly acquninted her with itj: 

tnd will engage it shall be in your 

' DeviliBh Bcvere! And as indeli- 
le as severe, to put a modest 
a ppon hunting backward after 

wn merita. 
._ le would have 6uug from me]: 
BrWill nut be detained, Mr. Love- 
fne. 1 wUl go out 
n Indeed you must not. madam, 
hlliiB humour. And I placed my- 
■*Tf between her aud the door. — 
id then, fanninc, she threw 
nelf into a chair, her aweei 
all crimsoned over witb 

K I cast myself at her feet. Be- 
■Dne, Mr. Lovelnce, said she, with 
GKJeotingmoCion, her fan in her 
''and; for your own sake leave 
nl — My soul is abWve thee, 
■oil withbothherhandspushing 
O from berl — Urge me not lo 
Btfaee howBincerely I think my 
ml above theel — Thou haat in 
Aie, a proud, a too proud heart, 
|) contend with! — Leave me, and 
fk-n me for ever I — Tliou haat a 
nod heart to contend with ! ~~ 
P^Herair, her manner, her voice, 
e bewitchingly noble, though 

fjtetrne worship an angel, said I, 
■""""•"" Forgive me, dearest, 



jCreaturel — Creafilre if you be, 
forgive me! — Forgive my irad- 
verlencies! Forgive ray inequa- 
lities! — Pity my infirmitieal — 
Who is equal lo my Clarissa? 

I trembled between admiration 
and love; and wriipt my arms 
fibout her knees as she sat. She 
tried to rise at the moment; but 
my clasping roai\9 her thus ar- 
dcDtiy, drew her down ngain; anid 
never was woman moreamight«d. 
But, free as my clasping emotion 
might appear to her apprehposive 
hein-t, 1 had not at tnat instant 
any thought but what revereiico 
inspired. And till she had actually 
withdrawn [which 1 permitted un- 
der pi-omise of a speedy return, 
and on her consent to dismiss the 
chair] all the motions of my heart 

ere as pure as her own. 

She kept not her word. An hour 
I waited before I sent to claim her 
promise. She coiitd not possibly 

e me yet, was her answer. As 

on as she could she would. 

Dorcas says she still excessively 
trembled; and ordered her to give 
her hartshorn and water. 

A strange apprehensive Icrea- 
ture! Iler terror is too great for 
lion. Evils are often 
greater in apprehension than in ■ 
reality. Haslthouneverohaerred, 
that the terrors of a bird caught, 
and actually in the hand, bear 
no comparison to vrhat we might 
have supposed those terrors wojJd 
be, wero wo to have formed a 
judgment n't \.\\« »mae>yK4.Vi "*& 
'shynesa^irfOTeiV-^si*^^*^ , 
Deal (sieatwiO. — vi'**' ^ 
never Tomel \)\46'laei»ft''^i 
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^rlhood to now, hoyden? The 
innocent kinds of freedom, taken 
and allowed on these occasions, 
would have familiarised her to 
greater. Sacrilege but to touch 
the hem of her garment I — Excess 
of delicacy 1 O the consecrated 
beauty! how can she think to be 
a wife I 

But how do I know till I try, 
whether she may not, by a less 
alarming treatment, be prevailed 
upon, or whether [day^ I have 
done with thee!] she may not 
yield to nightly sui-prisesf This is 
still the burden of my song , I can 
marry her when I will. And if I 
do, after prevailing, (whether by 
surprise or by reluctant consent) 
whom but myself shall I have in- 
jured? 

* * * 

It is now eleven o'clock. She 
will see me as soon, iia she can,- she 
tells Polly Horton, who made her 
a tender visit, and to whom she is 
less reserved than to any body 
else. Her emotion, she assures 
her, yras not owing to perverse- 
ness, to nicety, to ill numour; 
but to weakness of heart. She has 
not strength of mind sufficient, she 
says, to enable her to support her 
condition. 

Yet what a contradiction! — 
Weakness of heart, says she, with 
such a strength of^itll — O Bel- 
ford I she is a h'on-hearted lady, 
in everj case where her honour, 
punctilio rather, calls for spirit. 
But I have had reason more than 
once, in her case, to conclude, 
iAa^ the paesiona of the gentle, 



the quick, are the most flaming^ 
the most irresistibley when raisea^ 
— Yet her charmingbody is not 
equally organised. The unequal 
partners pull two ways; and the 
divinity within her tears her silken 
frame. But had the same soul in- 
formed a masculine body, never 
would there have been a tmer 
hero. 

Monday, two o*eloek. 
Not (yet visible ! — My beloved 
isnotwelL WhaX expectations had 
she from my ardent admiration of 
her! ^ More rudeness than re- 
venge apprehended. Yet how my 
soul thirsts for revenge upon boln 
these ladies! Imusthaverecovme 
to my masterstrokes. This carsed 
project of Miss Howe and her Mn. 
Townsend (if I cannot contrive to 
render it abortive) will be always 
a sword hanging over m^ head. 
Upon every little disobbgation, 
m^ beloved will ^ be for takmg 
wing; and the pains I have taken 
to deprive her of every other re* 
fuge or protection, m order to 
make her absolutely dependent 
upon me, will be all thrown away. 
But, perhaps, I shall find oat 
a smuggler to counterplot Min 
Howe. 

Then rememberest the conten- 
tion between the sun and the 
north-wind, in the fable, whidi 
should first make an honest tra- 
veller throw off his doak. 

Boreas began first He puffed 
away most vehemently ; and often 
made the poor fellow curve and 
stagger; but with no other effect 
t\ian\,o Q»Ki&ft V^nv tA wra^ his SOT" 



Blower to he moved than those o{\touttll^<&^Qa«tii^ys^\a2au 
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Bnt when it came to ipboebuB's The rest kept their miafreas igno- 
tum, he ao played upon the tra- rant of it till Friday; and f/ifnshe 
Teller with his beama, that he came to know it by accident. Th9 
.mftde him first unbuttcn, and thcu , greater half of the plagqea poor 
throw it quite off: — nor left he, mortals of coiiditionare tormented 
till he obliged him to take to the . with proceed fi'om the servants 
!&iendly shade of a spreadingitbey take, partly forahow, partly 
beech; where < prostrating bimself for uae . and with a. viet to leBsen 
■on the fhrown-off cloak, he took 'their carea. 

'a comfortable aap. [ Tbia haa ao terrified the widow, 

The victor-god then langhedthat she is taken with alt the 
itright, both at Boreas and the I symptoma that threaten an attack 
traveller, and pursued hia radiant! from that dreadflil enemy of fair 
'ieonise,EhiningupoD,andwarming, faces. — So must not think of 
And cheiishiog a thousand new romoviDc; yet cannot expect th(it 
objects, as he danced alon^; and | we should be further delayed on 
■t night, when he put up his fiery .her account. 

conraers, he diverted his Thetis | She now wishes, with all her 
with the relation of his pranks in ' heart, that she had known her own 
^ day. mind, and gone into the country 

e manner, will discard ' at first when I treated about the 
id : house : this cvii then had not hap- 
Iravellerlpened! A cursed croaa accident 



■hall hare nothing to do,- but. People need not study to bring 
'l&elheBun, to bless new. objects crosses upon themsclvcB by their 



tritfa my rays. But my choaenpetulancies. 



and repose, 1 So this affair of the boaae will 

after all my peregrinations, will be over; at least, for one while. 

be devoted to my goddess. f But then 1 can fall upon an leipe- 

• * • >dient which |*ill make amends for 

And now, Belford, according to ! this disappointment. Imustmove 

my new aystem, 1 think this house slnm in order to be sure. 1 have a 

wMra.E^etchville's an embarrass chaTDiing contrivance or two in 

ome. I will get rid of it, for my head, even supposing mv be- 

le time at least. Mennel, when loved should get away, to bring 

■a out, shall come to her,inquir- her back again. 

■^JBtf for me. What for? thou'lt' Batwhatia become ofLordM. 

Bask. Whatfor! — Hastthounot Itrow, that he writes not to me, 

[leardwhat has befallen poor Mrs. in nnawer to my invitation? If 

TVetchville? — Then I'll tell thee, he would send me bucK e,let.l«.t»a 

Oaeofbci- ma/da About a week IcouYdabew, \\.m\^t ^i^'©?^ 

(9 fcsien with the emali-poi. way Utwaai* a.-pi-A"'*'^"""" 
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tion. Ihave writtentoCharlnttE 
about it fie ihall loon hear frori 
me, Bud that in a wa.v iie won'i 
like, if he writes not quickly. H< 
has ■ometiiiiefl threatened to liis 
inheri t me, but if I shotild r 
Aim, it would be bat jutti 
would vex him ten times nil 



delayed by his npglect! — tlovr 
shalilbearsuch alitc ofprocrasli- 
nation! — I, who, as to i-ny will, 
and impatience , and ea forth , am 
of the true laily maix, and cnn as 
little bear contronl and dUap- 
poifltment at the beat of them I 
« « « 
Another letter from Miss Hone. 
1 (appose it is that which bhe pro- 
--'-- 'q her last to send her 



tiiamother. Ishonldbeexti'cmely 
rejoiced to see it No more of the 
nuDgglei^plot in it, surely ! 'I'his 
letter, it aeenu, she baa put in her 
poekeb But I hope I shall soon 
find it depoiited with the -' 



repeated i 
ded to mee 



creatures, wli^ this distancel 
Why thie displeasure? How can 
Ton tbiu tortnre the faithAilleit 
beartiu the world? 

She disengaged herhand. Again 
I woald have snatched it. 

Be qui elj peevishly Withdfawiiig 
it. And down she sat; a gentie 
palpitation in the beauty o^beaa- 
lies indicdtihg mingled snllenness 
and reeenb^ent'i her snowy hand- 
kerchier.riBiiigand faltinz, anda 
sweet flush overspreamng ha 
charming cheeks. 

For Crod's sake, taiadam ; — and 
a third time I would have taken 
her repulsing hand. 

And for the same aake, nr; no 
more teasing. 

Dorcas retired^ 1 drew my diair 
nearer her's, and with ttie moat 
respectful tendemeu took her 
htind: and told her, that leonld 
not forbear to ezpreu my ap- 
prehensioDS (Trom the distance 
sbo was m desirous to keep me at) 
that if any man in the world wm 
mor^tHdifferenl to her, to tue BO 
harahera word, than another, it 
was the unhappy wretch before 



n the 



looked steadily npon me 
for « moment, and with her other 
hand, not withdrawing that I held, 
pulled her handkerchief out of her 
pocket ;'and bvatwinklingmotion 
urged forward atear or two, which 
having arisen in eiich sweet eye, 
it was plain by that motion she 
would rather have dissipated : bnt 



dining-room to afternoou-ti 
not before. 

She entered with {>ash fulness, | 
»a I tbouKht; in a prelly confu- 
sion, for naving earrii^d her ap- 
prehensions too far. Sullen Hnd t 
■low moved sbe towards the tea- i 
t^le. — Dorcas present, busy in ' 
tea-eup preparations. I took. her'iMwweiei «i6 'm'.i i 
ralaeUutt bsod, and presieditto' &n&«A*'^«'^^^""^- 
ay Ups — Dearest, lovefeat rf\ \\BeA'^« ^» »sMik.-,v»\nO.. 



CI^RISSA HABLOWB. 



363 



tpatme; toblessmenitfa an eye 
ibre favoarable. 

I had reason, she told me, for 

ly conjplaint of her iadifferpnce. 

ine saw nothing in my mind that 

'M generous. 1 was not a man 

'to be obliged or favoured. Mj 

[itrange behaviour to her since 

Saturday night, for nn cau^'e al all 

Hiat she knew nf, convinced her of 

this. Whatever hopes she bad 

eonceired of me were utterly dis- 

■ipated; all mj ways were dis- 

gnstfol to her. 



has nothing but faults (for prajr, 
air, what are your virtues 7) expect 
that I should shew a value Jor 
biin? ludood, if I did, Ishould 
not deaei've even his value; but 
ought to be despised by him. 

\Vell baveyau, madam, kept 
up to this uoble manner of think- 
iu^. You are in no danger of 
being despiflfld for any marks of 
tenderness or favour shewn to the 
man before yon. Yon have been 
perhaps, iniu'll think laudably 
studious of making and taking 
occasions to declare, that it was 
far from being owing to your 
chnice, that you had any thougDU 
of me. My whole eouI, mndani, 
in all its errors, in all its wishes, 
in all its views, had been laid open 
and naked before you , had I been 
encouraged by such a share in 
your confidence and esteem , as 
would have secured me against 
your apprehended worst const ruc- 
tions of what I should from time 
to time have revealed to you, and 
consulted you upon. For never 
WAS there a franker heart; nor ft 
man so ready to accuse himself 

e'jf, Belfiird, is true]. ButVoa 
OWj madam, how much other- 
wise it has been between us. — 
Doubt, distance , reserve , on your 
part, begat doubt, fear, awe, on 
mine. -How little coiitidence ! as 
if we apprehended eaeh other to 
be a plotter rather than a lover. 
How have 1 dreaded every letter 
ihjit has been brought you from 
, WiUonsal — And with reaaon^ 
a\s\nce ttie Xb&V, ^tQ-ro. ■sVvS'o.'V'- 



This cut me to the heart. The 
^Kiilltf, I believe, in every case, 
'UM patiently bear the detecting 
truth, than the innocent do the 
d^ading falsehood. 

I bespoke her patience, while 
I took the liberty to account for 
this change on my part. — I re- 
acknowledged the pride of my 
Iieart, which could not bear the 
thougbtof that want of preference 
ID the heart of a lady whom I 
hoped to call mine, which she had 
always manifested. Marriage, 1 
wid was a state that was not to 
be entered upon with indifference 
oneitber side. 

insolence, interrupted she; 
it ui presumption, sir, to expect 
tokens of value, without resolving 
to denervK them. You have no 
whining creature before you, Mr. 
Ijorelace, overcome by weak mo- 
tives, to love where there is no 
merit. Miss iiowe can tell yon, 
" , that I never loved the fmUls 
ofnif friend: nor ever wished her 
to love me for mine. 

with lis not to spare eacblpectedBomnOft,'^"— —-- ^^ 

. And would a maa, who^ptopoaaVa V V»* ^^'**''* ^ 
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writing, has, if I may jud^e by hands, and charming eyes swim- 
theefi^cts, and by your denial of min^ in tears, my father, said 
seeing me yesterday, (though you the inimitable creature, you might 
could go abroad, and in a chair h&YO spared your heavy curse, 
too, to avoid my attendance on | had you known how I have been 
you) set you against me more punished, ever since my swerving 
than ever. jfeet led me out of your garden 

I was guilty, it seems ^ of going door to meet this man! — Then, 
to church, said the mdignant sinking into her chair, a burst of 
charmer; and without the co9i-' passionate tears forced their way 
pany of a man, whose choice "it down her glowing cheeks* 
would not have been to go , ha(f I j My dearest live , taking her still 
not gone — I was guiltyof desiring 'folded hands in mine, who can 



to have the whole Sunday to my- 
self^ after I had obliged you, 
agamst my will, at a play; and 
after you had detained me (equally 



bear an invocation so affecting, 
though so passionate? 

And, as I hope to live , my nose 
tingled , as I once , when a boy, 



to my dislike) to a very late hour remember it did (and indeed once 
over-night. — These were my more very lately) just before some 
faults: for these I was to be .tears came into my eyes; and I 
punished: I was to be compelledjdursthardly trust my face in view 



to see you, and to be terrified 
when I did see you, by the most 
shocking ill-humour that was ever 
shewn to a creature in my circum- 
stances , and not bound to bear it. 
Yon have pretended to find firee 
fault with my father's temper, Mr. 
Lovelace : but the worst that he 
ever shewed after marriage was 
not in the least to be compared to 
what you have shewn twenty 
times beforehand, — And what 
are my prospects with you, at the 
ver^ best? — My indignation rises 
against you, Mr. Lovelace, while 
I speak to you, when I recollect 
the many instances, equally un 

fenerousj and unpolite, of voiir 
ehaviour to one whom you have 



of her*s. 

What have I done to deserve 
this impatient exclamation? — 
Have I , at any time , by word , by 
deeds , by looks , given yon cause 
to doubt my honour, my reverence, 
my adoration f I may call it, oi 
your virtues? All is owiilg to 
misapprehension, I hope, on Doti^ 
sides. Condescend to clear np 
but your part , as I will mine^ and 
all must speedily be happy. — 
Would to heaven I loved that 
heaven as I love you! And yet, 
if I doubted a return in love, let 
me perish if I should know how to 
wish you mine ! — Give me hope, 
dearest creature, give me bat 
hope , that I am your preferable 



brought into distress — and lean choice! — Give me but hope that 
hardly bear you in my sight. 1 you hate me not ; that you do not 

She tamed from me, standing' despise Tnc. 
op; and lifting up her folded\ 0,Jfa.\^ON^w»^^^Vv«^\i««a. 
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long enough together to be tired dearest life, aaid I, I have been 

>«fe&ch other's humours and ways; all this time, though you fill mfl 
iways and humoura so differeut, [with doubtaofvour favour, buBj 
tiiatperhapsyou ought to ilislikcjin thi: nuptial preparations. 1 
— aamuch asl doyuu.^l think, am actually in ti'ealy for equi- 



I think, that I cannot make au 
f Bnswerable return to the value 
Bvon profess forme. My temper, 
"w utterly ruined, you have given 
_ me an ill opinion of all mankind : 
rfif yourself in particular; and 
■irithal so bad a one of myself, 
mibat I shall never be able to look 
B.ap, having utterly and for ever 
(iMt all that self-complacency, and 
mctona pride, which are so 
ceasary to carry a wo man 
rough this life with tolerable 
[ satisfBCtion to herself. 

faused, I was silent. Uy 
, thought I, this Hwect 
['creature will at last undo mc ! 
She proceeded. — What now 
imalns, but that you prouonnce 
e free of all obligation to you? 
■And that you hinder me notVioin 
roiuening the destiny that shall be 
allotted me? 

Again she paused. I was still 

silent; meditating whether to 

renODOce all further designs upon 

her) whether I Iiad not received 

■nfficient evidence of a virtue, and 

of ftKreatQesa of soul, that could 

not Be oineationed or impeached. 

I She went on: Propitioua tome 

kJbe your silence , Mr. Lovelace ! -~ 

■Retime, that I am free ofallob- 

■(ligation to you. You knowl never 

ftinade you promises. You know, 

^that yon are not under any to ini;. 

- Hy broken fortunes I matter 



Ivjiopage, sir] — Trappings, 
tinsell — What is equipage; what 
is life; what is any Iniug; '~ ~ 
crealui'o sunk so low as 1 ai 
my own opinion! l-abouring 
under a: father's curse I — Unable 
to look backward without self- 
reproach, or forward without 
terrof! — Theae reflectiona 
atreugthened by every croaa ac- 
cident! — And what but croaa 
accidents befal me ! — All my 
darling schemes dashed in pieces, 
allmyliopes at an eud; deny me ' 
not the liberty to refuge myself . 
in some obacure corner, where .i 
neither the enemies you have 
made me, nor the few friends you 



; left n 






le, till those , 



' 8be trai proceeding - 



the supposed rash 

bappy moments are ai nanu, 

which shall expiate for all! 

I had not a word tofsay for my- 
self. Such a war in my mind bad 
I never known. Gratitude, and 
admiration of the excellent crea- 
ture before me, combating with , 
viilanous habit, with reaolutiona.. 
so premeditately made, and with , 
views so much gloried in! — An 
huiidred new contrivances in my 
head, and in my heart, that to be 
honest, as it is called , must all be 
pliven up, by a heart delighting 
in intrigue and difficulty — Misa 
Howe's sw\).\eiite6«5iia»Nwis*'^^ 

My\re£aaiaa \o ^lrai?, -CoKOi^ ^'«^* 
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with the requisite efficacy — I had letter; little imagining, from what 
certainly been a lost man, had not two such ladies could write to 



Dorcas come seasonably in, with 
a letter. — On the superscription 
written. — Be pleased^ sir^ to open 
it now, 

I retired to the window — 
opened it — it was from I)qfcas 
herself. — These the contents — 
'^ Be pleased to detain my lady : a 
pa{)er of importance to transcribe. 
I will cough when I have done.'* 

1 iput the paper in my pocket, 
aud turned to my charmer, less 
disconcerted, as she, by that time, 
l^ad also a little recovered herself. 
— One favbur, dearest creature — 
let me but know whether Miss 
Howe approves or disapproves of 
my proposals? — I know her to 
be my enemy. — I was intending 
jto account to you for the change 
of behaviour you accused me of at 
' tlie beginning of the conversation ; 
but was diverted from it by your 
Vehemence, Indeed, my beloved 
creature, you were very vehement. 
Do you think, it must not be 
matter of high Tegret to me , to 
find my wishes so often delayed 
and postponed in favour of ^our 
predominant view to a reconcilia- 
tion with relations who will not be 
reconciled to you? — To this was 
owing your declining to celebrate 
our nuptials before we came to 
town, though you were atro- 
ciously treated by your sister, and 
your whole family; and though so 
ardently pressed to celebrate Iby 
me — to tnis was owing the ready 
offence you took at my four 



each other, that there could be 
room for mortal displeasure. — 
To this was owing the week*s dis- 
tance YOU held me at, till ^ou 
knew the issue of another applica- 
tion. — But when they had re- 
jected that; when you had sent 
my coldly-received proposals to 
Miss Howe for her approoation or 
advice, as indeed I advised; and 
had honoured me with your com- 
pany at the play on Saturday 
nicht) my whole behaviour un- 
objectible^ to the last hour) ; must 
not, madam, the sudden change 
in your conduct, the veiy next 
morning, astonish and custress 
me? — And this persisted in with 
still stronger declarations, after 
you had received the impatiently- 
expected letter from Miss Howe; 
must I not conclude, that all was 
owing to her influence; and that 
some other applicatioQ or project 
was meditating, th^ made it ne- 
cessary to keep me again at a dia- 
tance, till the result were known, 
and which was to deprive me oi 
you for ever? for was not that 
your constantly proposed prelimi- 
nary? — Well, madam « might I 
be wrought up to a halt-phrensir 
b^ this apprehension; and weu 
might I charge you with hating 
me. — And now, dearest creature, 
let me know, I once more ask you; 
what is 'Miss Howe*s opinion of 
my proposals? 

Were I disposed to debate with 
you. Mr. Lovelace, I could veiy 



Aiends: and at the onavaiung at-'.ea&uy ao^'net ^c^n ^y^liaran^e. 
^wpt I made to see a droppediBut, at^Teacs)dL^\^S<c^a2\QT^«a.l^ 
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tfiat jour wajs have been very you would entrap me? Butknoir, 
_,^insccountable. Youaeem to me, sir, that I receive letters from 

Kyourmeaniuge were alwajE just,' nobody butMias Howe. MiasHowe 
liave taken great paiaa to em-'likea some of your ways as little 
lwira«3 tUem. Whet ner o wine in aside; for I have set every thing 
Jouto the wantof aclear beaa,or before her. Yet she is thus far 
'kBaundheart,Ica)motdetermine;:^<i(ir enemy as she is mine: Isbe 
imt it is to the want of one of thinks I should not refuse your 
ttMm, I verily think, that lam to'o£Fei's; bulendeavour tomake the 
^ribe Ihe greatest pact of your best of my lot. And nowyou have 
^onge conduct. | the truth. Would to heaven you 

Curse upon the heart of the j were capable of dealing with 
Ittle devil, saidi, who instii;ateB' equal siucei'ity! 
you to think 80 hardly of the faiUi- I am, madam. Aad here on my 
pilllest heart in the world I jknee, 1 renew my vows, and my 

How dace you, sir I And there, supplication, that you will make 
jAe stopped ; having almost over- meyour's. Your's for ever. And 
^Ot herself; as I designed she let me have cause to bless you and 
^^Ould. Mies Howe in tlie same breath. 

How dare I "All/, madam? Andr To say thetruth, Bdford, Ihad 
[looked with meaning. How dare before begun to think, that the 
''mmt"^^ vixen of a, girl, who certainly 

Vile man! — And do youj — likes not Hickman, was iu love 
hd there again she stopt, witli me. 

" I^al,madttm? — And why' ltise,'sir, from your too-ready 

ait7 iknees; aud mock me not. 

[Bow dare you curse any i'li/j in Toii-reO'/y kneen, thought 1! 

^presence? | Though this humble posture so 

the sweet receder! But that little affects this prOnd beauty, 

— not to go off so with a Love- ' she knows not how much I have 

, lobtainedof otheraof hersex, nor 

"■ Why then, dearest creature, is how often I have been forgiven 
thereofiyi'W^that instigates you? for the last attempts, by kneel- 
— Jftherebe, again I curse them, ing. 
be they whom they will. ( Mioit ^nu, madami Andl arose. 

She was in a charming pretty and re urged her for the day. I 
passion. Aud this was the first blamed myself at the same time 
tbne that I had the odds in my; for the invitation 1 had given to 
"^TOur. 'LQrdM. as it might subject me to 

Well, madam, it is just as X| delay from his infirmities: bot 
Viught. And now I know how|told her, that I would write to 
I account for a temper that I 'him to excuse me, if she had n 
'-»e notnoiura? toyou. objection', or ' — - — '^'— -^- • 

irtM vrretcbl Aad is it thus she would g 
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' for him, if he could not «ome in 
time. 

My day, sir, said she, is never. 
Be not slirprised. A person of 
politeness, judging between us, 
would not be surprised that I say 
so. But, indeecl, Mr. Lovelace 
[and wept through impatience] 
you either know not how to treat 
with a mind of the least degree of 
* delicacy,, notwithstanding your 
birth and education, or you are 
an ingrateful man; and [after a 
pause] a worse than ^an ingratefal 
one. But I will retire. I will see 
you again to-morrow. I cannot be- 
fore. I think I hate you. Youma^ 
look. Indeed I think I hate you. 
And if, upon a re-cxamination of 
my own neart, I find I do, I 
would not for the world that 
matters should go on further be- 
tween us. 

But I see, I see, she does not 
hate me! How it would mortify 
my vanity, if I thought there was 
a woman in the world, much more 
this, that could hate me ! *Tis evi- 
dent, villain as she thinks me, 
that I should not be an odious vil- 
lain , if I could but at last in one 
instance cease to be a villain! 
She could not hold it, determined 
as she had thought herself, I saw 
by her eyes, toe moment I en- 
deavoured to dissipate her ap- 
prehensions, on my too -ready 
hneesj as she calls them. The mo- 
ment the rough covering my tea- 
sing behaviour has thrown 6ver 
her affections is quite removed , I 
doubt not to End ail silk and silver 
at the bottom, all aoftf bright, and 
cbarmln^. 



I was, however, too much vexed, 
disconcerted, mortified, to hinder 
her from retiring. And vet she 
had not gone, if Dorcas had not 
coughed. 

liie wench came in , as soon as 
her lady had retired, and gave me 
the copy she had taken. And 
what snould it be but of the an- 
swer the truly-admirable creature 
had intended to give to my writ- 
ten proposals in relation to settle- 
ments? 

I have but just dipped into this 
affecting paper. Were I to read 
it attentively, not a wink should I 
sleep this night. To-morrow it 
shall obtain my serious considera- 
tion. 

LBTTEB CVI. 
Kr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Tnesdsy morning, Hay 23. 

The dear creature desires to be 
excused seeing me till the even- 
ing. She is not very well, as Dor- 
cas tells me. 

Read here, if thou wilt, the 
paper transcribed bv Dorcas. It 
IS impossible that I should proceed 
with my projects against this ad- 
mirable woman , were if not that I 
am resolved, after a few trials 
more, if as nobly sustained as' 
those she has already passed 
through, to make her (if she really 
hate me not) legally mine. 
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TO MB. LOVBLACB. 



'^When a woman is married, 
that supreme earthly obligation 
rec^nires \kalm^VsA\A2&!(»^^V»tft 
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BABLOWa 

cemed she abould yield her own not here miaiitel}r into the fatal 
will to hiH. But, berorehand, 1 misimderBtandiiig between them 
coald be glad, conformablv to andyou: thefauUmaybeinboth, 
what I have always signifiea, to But,Bir,yourx was the foundation- 
have the most explicit assurances, fault: at least, you giive a too 
that every possible way should be plausible pretenceformybrolbei'v 
tried to avoid litication with my antipathy to work upon. Conde* 
&tber. Time ana patience will sceoaionwaanopartofyourBtudy, 
robdue all things. MyproBpecta Youchoaetobeartheiraputations' 
^ happiness are extremely {coo- laid to your charge, rather than 
tractecT A husband's right will be to make it your endeavour to ob-' 
alwavB the same. In my lifetime I viatethem. 
Mttld wUh nothing to "be done of ,, g ^^ , ^ j ^ 

4faia sort. Your c'''^"n;=ta"=e«. f^, recriminaHon _ let it br ^ 
Bff will not oblige you to extort ^^^|,ered, I will only aay, in 

"T^^^^Aur ^ZJf.'l^^ Pl^-^^. thai in mr eye, ^ou have 
itads. An that depends upon me, >■ |^^^^ y^ of a daughter they 

ferther w.th regard to my person, '^^^^^ ^ °^* ^t Z^xl. 
to my diversioHB, or to the eeo- .p,.tmentBon this occaBion rise 
nomythat no married woman, of ^,^^ .^ proportion to their lov^. 

Tt"I^:JTl.^^^t^Xj^r^ "-d thei? disappointment. If thej! 
be above inspecting, shall be f„,,|iv in snmH nf thn mp^ 

■do.., .o pr.v.n, = „„».r,, for r.,S?o kTuielkey ttam-. 
.uahmeuo,.. teig taken And „,,„ jij„„, ,i,ink .», i,h.ll, 
i.^"!"- ^ i T .J\t,i«<'S't°"''"> Von, .iV,»ho will 



inch temptations as her duty 
hardly be able at all limes to "Aa for mysei/", sir, I must leave 
Check, to despise her huaband for it [ao Beems it to be destined] to 
baVin^; espedally in caaee where your justice, to treat me aa yon 
faerOwmfooiily, so much apart of ahall thiokl deserve: but if your' 
beraelf , Bud which will have obli- future behaviour to IJtera ia not 
gatioDB^pon her (though then but governed by that harah-soundin^ 
MCiMuIary ones) iFrom which she implacableness, whiohyou chargs 

be freed, ia intimately upon aome of Iheir tempers, the 

_ _. . splendour of vour family, and 

Thifl article, then, I urge to the eicellenl character of scimcot 

yomr most serious consideration, theta, l^oi aUYa4«,ft4.,'a.ii'«»»"i« 

aswtut lies aeit my heart. I enter own w)iiB(ftft^Witisi»^**Ts<^'*' 

- ■ - ^fc 



VO THZ msTORir of ^M 

one nn/ji exception) wHl, on better ap, nod makes a j«Et of tbemoHl 
CODsideratiou, da ever; thing with important duties! ^ 

them: for tiiey mayhe overcome; "This article being considered 

Serbape, however, with themoi'e aal wish, all the rest will beeasj. 
ifficulty, ae the greatly prosper' Werel toaccept of the handsome 
ons less bear coniroul and disap- separate provision you seem to in- 
poinlmcnt than others: for I will tend me; added to the consider- 
own to you, that I have often iu able sums arising from my grand- 
secret lamented , that their great father's estate since bis death 
acquirementa have been a snare (more considerable than perhaps 
to themi perhaps as great a snare, youmavsupposefromyoDr o£E^): 
sa some oiher accidejitaU have,! shouta Ihinkltmyduty tolaynp 
been to jou ; which , being less for the family good , and for un- 
immediately your own gifts, you foreseen events, out of it: for, u 
have still less reason than they to to my donations, I wootdgenerallv 
value yourself upon them. Iconfine myself in them tothelentn 

"Let me only, on this subject, of my income, be it what it would, 
further observe , that condeseen- 1 ] aim nt no glare iu what I do of 
aion is not meanness. There is a that tor . All I wish for, is the 
glory in yieldiug, that hardly any [power of relieving the lame, the 
violent spirit can judge of. My blind, thesicb, and theindnatrious 
brother perhaps is no more sen-jpoor, and those whom accident 
sibleof r^ia than vou. ISut as you ; has made so, or sudden distress 
have talents which he has not, reduced. The common or bred 
(who, however, has, ns I hope,!beggars I leave to others, and to. 
that regard for morals, the want >tlie public provision. Theycaiuaott 
of which makes one of his objec- be lower: peihaps they wish no^ 
tions to yon) I could wish it may | to be higher: and, not abletod*.) 
not be owing to pm that yourifor every one, I aim not at workaf 
mutual dislikes to each other dolof supererogation- Twohgndred- 
not gubaide; for it is my earnest pounds a year would do alll wiabf 
hope, that in time you may see to do of the separate sort: for aJi| 
each other without exciting the above, 1 would content myself '" 
fears uf a wife and a sister for the ask you: except, mistrusting yc 
consequence. Not that I should |own economy, you would giva 
wieh yon to yield in points that, to my management and keepi" 
truly concerned your honour: no, in order to provide for futore 
»r, I would be as delicate in such, tingencies, a larger portion: 
as vou yourself: mi<re delicate, Ijwhich, as your steward, 1 w 
will veuturc to say, because moroiregul .riy account. 
unifurwli/ ea. Haw vain, how con- "As to clothes, I have pa»_ 
temptihle, is that pride, which cularly two suits, which, havlq 
gbewB itaeil in standing upon di-'^beea only in a manner tried at 
-jviautive observiwcBs; and gives foxiUi w\a«ct Iw «:q.'i 'qt«m^viI 
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tsion. Jewelsl have of my grand- for a wife to be in a passion, if she 
Inother's, which want oniy new ine:in not eternal eeparation, or 
^■etting: another set I have, which wicked defiance, bj it: for is ''' 
on particular dajs I used to wear, uot rejecting at once all that e. 

Klthotigh these are not aeut mc, poalulatory meekness, and gentle 
have no doubt being merely pi?r- reasoning, miD(;lcd wllh sighs as 
onals, but they will, when 1 scud gentle, and gi-aced with bent^nees, 
Dr them in ofi'jMfi'nnme; till when BuppticatinjrhaDds, Mid ejea lifted 
.•honld not choose to wear any. up lo your imperial countenance, 
"As to your complaints of my just running over, that should 
liffidences, and the like, I appeal make a rccoiicillalion speedy, and 
oyonronn heavt.it'it bepossible as lasting as speedy? Even sup- 
"" ""■■ *" make my case your Own pose the Imaband la in the wrong, 
imeni, and to retrospect will not bis being so give tbe 
Oine parts of your behaviour, greater force to her eipostula- 
irords, and aclions, whether I am tinn? 

' Dt rather to be justified than' Now I think of it, a man should 

aisured: and whether, of alltueu be in the wrong now-and-then, (o 

1 tbe world, ovowini/ whai yi>u make his wife sliiiie. Miss Howe 

mrw, you ought not to think so, tells nty bburmer, tliat adversity is 

f jou do not, let me admonish A^c bI lining time. "J'is a generous 

'OUj air, from the vei'y minmalvh, thing in a man to make his wife 

bftt then must ajipear to be in our shine at his own expense : to ^ve 

ninds, never to seek^ nor so much her leave to triumph over bimby 

— Kiah to bring about the moft patieut reasoning; for were he to 

..nofeuniou of interests between belnnim/ierialto acknowledge bis 

fonrsolfand fault "ti ihf Kpoi^ she will find the 

May 20. 'benefit of her duty and eubmission 

I "Ci^AiugsAH&RLowE." Uti future, and in the high opinion 

I Th« original of this charming be will conceive of her prudence 

'"■per, as Dorcas tells me, was and obligingness — ana bo, by 

nalmost in two. In oneofhcr degrees, she will beconje ber 

, 1 suppose! What business master's master. 

» tbe sex, whose principal But for a wife to come up with 

ftoty is meekness, and patience, a kimboed arm, the other hand 
pid resignation, to be in a pas- tlitownout, pcrliaps with apoint- 
POD, I trow? — Will not she, who ing finger — Look ye hero, sir! — 
Ulowa herself such liberties as a THkeiioticel — If yiu are wrong, 
Itaidcn, take greater when mar- J'li be wrong! — If you are in a 
^d? passion, I'll be in apaaaion! — 

- And* uZ/etobeinapasaion!- — llebuff, — forrebuff,sir! — If you 
'jet me tell tbe ladies, it Is an im- fly, /'((tear! — If you swear, I'll 
udent thin^, beg^gbg their par- curse'. — knil.tt*»M»fe««iTO,«A 
on, Had asufpFur/etilOE iiopudeat, tte BamftWi, ib^wt'i «trt:^"iAt ■« 
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sir! — For, remember, I am mar- 
ried, sir! — ^^I am a wife, sir ! ^- You 
can't help yonrself, sir! — Your 
honour, its well as your peace, is 
in my keeping! — And, if you like 
not tnis treatment, jou mayliaye 
worse, sir! 

Ah I Jack! Jack ! what man who 
has observed these things, either 
implied J or expressed ^ in other 
families, would wish to be an bus- Some cMmb to good, »onie firom good 

1 JO ' fortune lUls 

Some wide mon, and some foola we 

call: 
Figures , alas! of speech I For desliny 

plays us alL 



band? 

Dorcas found this paper in one 
of the drawers of her laay*s dress- 
ing table. She was reperusing it, 
as she supposes , when the honest 
wench carried my message to de- 
sire her to favour me at the tea- 
table : for she saw her pop a paj^er 
into the drawer as she came m; 
and there, on her mistress's going 
to meet me in the dining-room, 
she found it: andtobethb. 

But I had better not to have had 
a copy of it, as far as I know : for, 
determined as I was before upon 
my operations^ it instantly turned 
all my resolutions in her favour. 
Yet I would give something to be 
convinced, that she did not pop it 
into her drawer before the wench. 



thou canst say upon it. Spare, 
therefore, thy wambling nonsense, 
I desire thee; and leave this sweet 
excellence and me to our fate; 
that will determine for us as it 
shall please ittelf : for as Cowley 
says. 

An unseen hand makes all our moves : 
And some are greats and some are 
small $ 



But. after all, lam sorry, almoM 
sorry (for how shall I do to be quite 
sorry, when it is not given to me to 
be so?) that I cannot, until I have 
made liirther trials, resolve upon 
wedlock. 

I have just read over again this 
intended answer to my proposals: 
and how I adore her for it! 

But yet ; another yet I — She has 
not given it or sent it to me. — it 
is not therefore her answer. It is 
not written for mc, though to me. 

Nay, she has not intended to 
send it to me: she has even torn 
it, perhaps with indignation, as 



in order for me to see It; and per- 1 thinking it too good for me. By 
haps (if I were to take notice of it) : this action she absolutely retracts 
to discover whether Dorcas, ac-lit. Why then does my foolish 
cording to Miss Howe*s advice,! fondness seek to establish for her 



were most my friend, or her's. 

The very suspicion of this will 
do her no good: for I cannot bear 
to be artfully dealt with. i*eople 
love to enjoy their own peculiar 
talents in monopoly^ as I may say. 
I am aware that it will strengthen 



the same merit in my heart, as if 
she avowed it? Pry thee, dear 
Bel ford, once more leave us to our 
fate; and do not thou interpose 
with thy nonsense, to weaken a 
spirit already too squeamish, and 
strengthen a conscience that has 



tbr argamenta against me in bQt\de<^\&T^\\aftVLQ(Vi<^x^«ctv, 
behalf, But 1 kaow eyery tittie^ Tb»a «^«iai^ ^t«c&i»&iQKst ^ 
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.^wcoreries, LOTelaee! Re-jor yiHini Beemd to be prindp/e, 
neihberbermdi^rciice, attended Dative principle, or, it not aaiive, 
with all the appearance of con-jso deeply rooted, that its fibres 
tempt and hatred. View her. even | have struek into her heart, and, as 
flow, wrapped up in reserve andiElio grew up. bo blended and 
Inyst«ry; mediiatiiig plots, asfarltwiBtcdthemseiveswitbtheBtringa 
~-\ thou inomest, against thO|Of life, that IdoubtthereiBnoae- 



iMvereignty thou hait, by right 
Sf conquest, obtained over her. 
Bemember, in abort, all thon bast 
Arealened to remember against 
" ■ insolent beauty, who is a 
' '' the poner she has listed 



rebel fi 



paratingof theonewittaoutcattiiig 

the otiiers aEuiider. 

What then ctm be done to mak» 
such a matchleae creature get over 
thefirattestB, ia order to put bei 
to the grand proof, leheiher onae' 
overcnnte, she will not be almayi 

Our mother and her nymphs 
say, I am a perfect Crarea, and- 
□o Lovelace: and 90 I think. But 
this is no simpering , emiltng 
charmer, m 1 have found otheM- 
to be, when I have touched upon 
affecting subjects at a. distance;- 
aa once or twice I have tried to 
her, the mother introducjngthem 



But yet, how dost thou propose 
to Hubdue thy aiveet enemy! — 
Abhorred be ^rce, bo the neces- 
>6«of fwce,if that can boavoidedl 
¥here is no triumph in force — no 
conquest over the will — no pre< 
^"^iluig by gentle degrees, over 
LB gentlo passional Ftirce is the 
svil! 

Mycnrsed character, as I have 

titen Efiid, was against me at (to make se:i palliate the freedom 

HtUng-out — yet is she not a to sex) when only we three 

■^onKWi/ Cannot! findoneyieldingi together. She is above the affec- 

■ but half-yielding moment, ifitation of not seeming to nnder- 

le do not absolutely hale me? I ataad you. She shews by her dis- 

Butwith whatcan I tempt her7'pleasuro, and a fierceness tiot 

^-RiCBEs she was born to, and'natural to her eye, that she- 

', knowing what they are. Ijudges of an impure heart by an' 

■wKLii and ornaments, to a mind .impure mouth, and darts dead at 

> mucb a jewel, and so richly set, j once even the embryo hopes of 

er worthy consciousness will not, an encroaching lover, however' 

it ber value. Love — if she be diatunfly insinuated before the 

iBceptibleof love, it seems to be, meaning hint can dawn into dun Wo 

) much under the direction of enlenilre. 

rndenee,thatoneunguardedmo-| By my faith, Jack, as I ait 
Ifear,cannot be reasonably gazing upon her, my whole soul' 
for: and Bomuch vioiLAscB, m my eyes, coirtitTn^\.wCvQ^\«t- 
'much ■^ppivbensireness, ■ that pcvtettioro , aaiftiviSfi'a't^^'?^ 
fears are ever aforehand ha.vQ Been \ieT feft.B^ «&&.*««« 
berdangers. Tienhte tovB whrt ■WOT.\i^V«'eBRi'*«*»-« 
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she knbw my heart as well as / 
know it; when I behold her dis- 
tarbed and jealons, and think of 
the justness of her apprehensions, 
and that she cannot fear so much, 
as there is room for her to fear; 
my heart often misgives me. 

And must, think I, O creature 
80 divinely excellent, and so be- 
loved of my soul, those arms, 
those incircling arms, that would 
make a monarch happy, be used 
to repel brutal force; all their 
strength unavailingly, perhaps, 
exerted to repel it, and to defend 
a person so delicately framed? 
Can violence enter into the heai*t 
of a wretch, who might entitle 
himself to all thy willing, yet vir- 
tuous love^and make the blessings 
he aspires after, thy duty to 
confer? — Begone, villain-pur- 
poses I Sink ye all to the hell that 
could only inspire ye! And 1 am 
then ready to tnrow myself at her 
feet, to confess mj villainous de- 
signs, to avow my repentance, and 
put it out of my power to act un- 
worthily by such an excellence. 

How then comes it, that all 
these compassionate, and, as 
some would call them, honest sen- 
sibilities go off? — Why, Miss 
Howe will tell thee: she says, I am 
the devil, — By my conscience, I 
think he has at present a= great 
share in me. 

There^s ingenuousness I — How 
I lay myself open to thee! — But 
seest thou not , that the more I say 



^^0 1 cannot marry. 

Then her family, my bitter- 
enemies — to supple to them , or 
if I do not, to make her (is un- 
happy as she can be from my a/- 
tempts — 

T ben does she not love them too 
much, me too little? 

She now seems t6 despise me; 
Miss Howe declares that she re- 
ally does despise me. To be des' 
pUed hj a wife — what a thought 
is that ! — To be excelled hy a wip» 
too, in every part of praise- worthy 
knowledge I — > To take lessons, tor 
take instructions^ from a wife! — =; 
More than despise me , she herself 
has taken time to consider whether 
she does not hate me: — / hate 
you, Lovelace, with my whole 
heart, said she to me but yester- 
day I My soul is above thee, man! >- 
Urge menot to tell thee^how sincerely 
I think my soul above thee! How 
poor indeed was I then, even hat 
my Own heart 1 — So vis^e a 
superiority, to so proud a spirit as 
mine! — And here from oelow, 
from BELOW indeed! from these 
women! I am so goaded on •— 
. Yet 'tis poor too , to think my* 
self a machine in the hands of 
such wretches. — I am no maclune. 
r- Lovelace, thou art base to 
thyself, but to suppose thyself a 
machine. 

But havinff gone thus far, I 
should be unhappy if after mar- 
riage, in the petulance of ill 
humour , I had it to reproach mv- 



^ainst m^^self , the less room self, that I did not try her to the 
there ia for thee to take me Vto\\itmo«.V ^^ ^^\ 1 d<m*t know< 
taak?-^ O Belfordf Belfordl l\\iow ltVl,\»X.^\%\^l^^^\BSi- 
«MUIo^, cannot — (at least at pre*^ mca\ 1 ««»>» "^^ ^*«^ ^-k^sm*^ 
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balf-Bsauniiates rae to her own now the clert air is closed after it, 
Tirtite. — Once or twice (to aay and it is oat of sight! — Audonoe 
sothiogof her triumph over me on more I am 

Sondaj night) I was prevailed Kodest Lovblach. 
upon to fluster myself, with an in- 
tention to make some advancea, 
which, if obliged to recede, I „..,„„_..^ , , 

soberized into awe and reverence:! \Vell did I, but just in time, 
and the majesty of her even nisibtt , conclude to have done with Mri. 
purity first damped , and then ei-'Fretchvi1lo and the house: for 
tingaished, my tl'ruble Aaaie. [here Mennell has declared, that 

What a Burprisiugly powerful he cannot in conscience "'' 
efiect, so muchandaolongin my honour go any further. - 
power tlie! 80 jiifitigated by some would not for the world ha aoces- 
ofberownsex, ana so stimulated gary to the deceiving of (tlich S 
by pusion, II — How can this lady! — I was a fool to let cither 
be accounted for in a Lovelace! [you or him see her; for ever «mc«, 
But, what a heap of stuffhave ye have both had scruples, which 
I writteol — How havelbeenrun neither would liavenad were t 
»way withi — By what? — Canst V.iiiiun to have been Jii the ques- 
thoa say, by what I — thou tion. 
lurking varieteaa cohsoibmcb! — I Well, Ican't helpltl 
Iflitthou, that hast thusmademe Mennell has, however, though. 
of party against myself V — How .with some reluctance, eonsentod 
etunest thou inV — In what dis-'to write me a letter, provided I 
guiae, thou egregious, haunter of will allow it to be the last step hA 
my more agreeable hours? ~ shall take in this affair. 
BtandrAou, wilhfule, but neuter; I presumed, I told him, that 
ia this controversy; and, if I if I could cause Mrs. Fretchville'l 
cannot do credit to bumaii nature, ivoman to supply hia place, hO 
snd to the female sei, by bringing would have no objection to that 
down such aa angel as this toclass I Nmie, he says — but is it not 
with and adorn it (for adorn it she pfij — 

does in her foibles) then I am all A pitiful fellow! Such a ridi- 
youTB, and never will resist you culous kind of pity lii', as thosa 
more. 'silly souls have, who would not 

Here 1 arose, I shook myself, kill an innocent chicken for tha 
The window was open. Awaythe world; but, when killed to their 
troublesome bosom -visitor, the hands.arealways themostgreo^ 

■ iatrader, is fiown. — 1 see it yet! devourersofit. 
— I see it yet! - And now it Now VWiB \cttftt ^viwa '^ 

-leatea* to a>^ aching cf el — Aod yaut tbfi mu^-^^'- lui^ ^cisi^ 
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ffiyen it to her unhappy vapourish jniedicines cost them someOm^: 
lady. Vapourish peqple. are per- Ibut the demand for quantities 
petual subjects for diseases .to ^ould answer that t smce the 
work upon. A^ame but thQ infldady, honest hubsb would be the pa- 
and it is their* s in a moment. £t;er | tient's taster; perpetually require 
fitted for inoculation. The phy-iing repetitions of the last cordial 
sical tribe*s milch -cows. — Aljulap. 

vapourish or splenetic patient is a Well , but to the letter — yet 
fiddle for the doctors; and they what need of farther explanation 



are eternally playing upon it. 

Sweet music does it make them. 

All their difficulty, except a case 

extraordinary happens, (as poor 

Mrs.Fretchville*s,whohasr6a/£;;eeZ 

her apprehensions) is but to holdjnot^ another man's: . and, very 

their countenance, while their possibly, pla^gue enough will it 



after the hints in my former? The 
widow can*t be removed; and 
that*s enough: and Mennell*8 work 
is over; and his conscience left to 
plague him for his own sins, and 



patient is drawing up a bill of in- 
dictment against himself; — and 
when they have heard it , proceed 
to punish — the right word for 
prescribe. Why should they not, 
when the crimmal has confessed 
his guilt? — And punish they 
generally do with a vengeance. 

Yet, silly toads too, now I think 
of it. For why, when they know 
they cauQot do good, may they 
not as well endeavour to gratify, 
as to nauseate, the patient's 
palate? 

Were I a physician, Pd set all 
the trade to myself: for Malmsey 
and Cyprus, and the generous 
product of the Cape, a nttlejlis- 

§uised, should be my principal 
oses: as these would create new 
spirits, how would the revived 
patient covet the physic,' and 
adore the doctor! 

Give all the paraders of the 
faculty whom thou knowest, this 
hint. — There could but one in- 



give him for those. 

This letter is directed, To Robert 
Lovelace, Esq. or, in his absence^ To 
his Lady. Sne had refused dining 
with me, or seeing me : and I was 
out when it came. She opened it: 
so is my lady by her own consenty 
proud and saupy as she is. 

I am glad at my heart that it 
came before we entirely make np^ 
She would else perh^s have con* 
eluded it to he contrwed for a de- 
lay; and, now moreover, we can 
accommodate our old and new 
quarrels together: and that's con- 
trivance , you know. But how is 
her dear heart humbled to what it 
was when I knew her first, that 
she can apprehend any aelays 
from me ; and have notmng to do 
but to vex at them! 

I came in to dinner. She sent 
me down the letter, desiring my 
excuse for opening it — Did it 
before she was aware. Lady- 
pride, Belford! — BecoUectiooi 



convenience arise from It. The\t^eii T^\xon«^^^^Ti\ 
^OTBBcsEisa would find, theix^ IxocpLWfi^Xft ^«^'>Mat.^Q^Rga.^&. 
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Ihat moment. — But she desires measures secnrelj: and already 
to auspend our interview till moru- thej all think as bad of me aa 
mg. I will bring her to own, be- they well can. Yon observe by 
forelhave done with her, that she my Lord M.'b letter to yoaraelr, 
"in't see me too often, that the well-jnanner'd peer is 

Uy impatience was so great, on afi-uidlshouldplay this admirable 
. 1 occaaion so unexpected, that 1 creature one of my usual dog's 
^nld not help writing to tell her, trirks. 

?'How much vexed I was at the I have received just now an 
mcx^ent: but that it need not answer from Charlotte. 
'^elay my happy day, as that did Charlotteisuotwell. Astomach 
jiotdepend upon the house. [She disorder! 

jtneio lliat before^ she'll ikink; and No wonder a girl's stomach 
^w did /.'I and as Mrs. Fretcbvillo, should plague her. A single 
1^ Mr. Mennell, so handsomely woman, that'i it. When she haa 
^jcpressed her concern upon it, a man to plague, it will have 
jROdherwisheB, that it could suit something Besides itself to prey 
na to bear with the unavoidable upon. Koowest thou not more- 
delay, I hoped, that going down over, that man is the woman's 
to the Lawn for two or three of sun; woman is the man's earth? 
the summer months, when I was — How dreary, how desolate, the 
inade the happiest of men, would earth, that the sun shines not 
be favourable to all round." upon ! 

. The dear creature takes this Poor Cbarlottel But/^ariJshs 
biddent to heart, 1 believe: she wasnotwell: that encouraged m« 
liaa sent word to my repeated re- to write to her; and to express 
st to see her notwithstanding myself a little concerned, that 

^ denial, that she cannot till the she had not of her own accord 

'morning: it shall be then at aii thought of a visit in town to my 
o'clock, if Ipleasel charmer. 

To be sure I (Jupleasel j Here follows a copv of herlet- 

Canseeherbatonceadaynow, ter. Thou wilt ace by it, that 
(lack! .every little monkey is to catechise 

Did I tell thee, that I wrote a me. They all depend upon my 
.letter to my cousin Montague, 'good-nature. 
wondering that I heard not from i 

JLord M. as the subject was so ojubiudsik, _^m. H»ii,M»rss. 

Teiy interesting! In it I ac-| We have been in daily hope for 
qoatnt^d her with the house I was a long timei, I must call it, of 
about taking ; and with Airs. , heariug that the happy knot waa 
Fretchville'a vapourish delays. | tied. My lord has been very much 

1 was very loth to engage my out of oii'if, wni ■^W. ■o.^^-bs^ 
pwB family, either man or woman, ' wou\4 aerJft \iv(ii ^I'aS' ^^ J^'sa 
\jftbia a^ku; butlmuattakemy luoueit mula aa ookw'^ ^*>"^ 
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letter. Itwas the only e ppori unity 
he thonld erer have, pcrfampfly to 
throw in a little good adnce to 
jon, with the hope of its being 
of an J signifieation; and he has 
been sereral hottn in a day, as 
hb sent would let him , busied in 
it. it wants now only his last re- 
TisaL He hopes it will have the 
greater weight with ron, if it 
appear all in his own hand-writ- 
ing. 

Indeed, lir. LoTelaee, his 
worthy heart is wrapped np in 
Ton. I wish you loTed yonrseif 
Dut half as welL But I belieTO 
toOy ^at, if all the family loved 
yon less, yon would lore yourself 
more. 

His lordship has been very 
busy, at the times he could not 
write, in consulting Pritehard 
about those estates, which he pro- 
poses to transfer to you on the 
nappy occasion, that he may 
answer your letter in the most 
acceptable manner; and shew, 
by effects, how kindly he takes 
jrour invitation. I assure you, he 
IS mighty proud of it. 

As for myself, I am not at all 
well , and have not been for some 
weeks past, with my old stomach- 
disorder. I had certainly else be- 
fore now have done myself the 
honour you wonder 1 have not 
done myself. Lady Betty, who 
would have accompanied me, (for 
we had laid it all out) has been 
exceedingly busy in her law- 
affair: her antagonist, who is 
Mctaailjr on the Bpot\ having been 



Cmrsdf , that when o«ir dear re- 
tion-elect shall be entered opoa 
the new Irritation you tell me o^ 
we will do ourselves the honoor of 
visitine her, and if any dday 
arises nom the dear lady*s want 
of eouiage, (which considering 
her man, let me tdl yon, may 
very well be) we will endeavour 
to inspire her with it, and be 
sponsors lor you; — for, cousin, 
1 believe you have need to be 
christened over again before jon 
are entitled to so great a blessmg. 
What think you? 

Jnstnow^ my lord tells me, he 
wfll dispatch a man on purpose 
with his. letter to-morrow: so I 
needed not to dave written. Bui 
now I have, let it go; and by 
Empson, who sets, out directly on 
his returtf to town. 

My best compliments ,^aod sis- 
ter's, to the most deservm^ lady 
in the world, (you will need no 
other direction to the person 
meant] conclude me, 

I our affiectionate cousin and 
servant, 

Chabl. MoHTioira. 

Thou seest how seasonably this 
letter comes. 1 hope my lora will 
write nothing but what I may 
shew to my beloved. I have 
actually sent her up ^is letter 
of Charlotte's; and hope for 
happy effects from it. 

K. L. 



7%e Jady^ in her neasi letter ^ givet 
Mtss Hiyu>« an. account t^f what 



'**^kiD^ propoBS^B for an a^eom-\ ^as'pa«s«d^tu>cffa'M.T«tlfra«iiac% 
ttion. But yon may aaaureX and her«e\f . Sh« Te««iiU vu>i%> 
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htnlour viith her viual dignity : on these occasions. But why? — 

btit vihen ilie eoaut lo tamtion Do they think it bo great a di»- 

Jfr. MmmeWt letter, the re-vrgen grace to be found Out to bo really 

Uiti Howe to perfect her icheme what they nreC 

for her deli'Berance; beiiij: re- I regretted the illnesB of Mrs. 

toivtdto leacahim. Byt. dating FretchvJlle; as the intention Ihad 

again, on hit tending «p to her to iis hor dear self in the housa 

Situ Montiigiie't tetter, the atfm before the hnppv knot waa tied, 

2*r miad, and detiret lier to would have Bet her in that inde- 

mtpend for Itie preieiil her ap~ pendence in appearance, as well 

fUcation to SU-t. Toviatend. aa fact, which was neceasary to 

, > , . , aliew to all the world, that her 

Srt ki^^Sf... ^S ™ M «' "r hmily Vould h.,6 bam 

■nd oer Douse; and even Mr. _ j,_t,i.- __... i 

Heimell bim.df though .o ,.11- P'"'' '° »''■■ •''«'"•«'' <» J>" 
•ppj(irii.E « mai. Bot no, IhM """°i ".'''" "'" ■■•""">""'■ I"'' 

i, re[.tlon, of hi. int.ntfon to "»' ™ *"J ««■« J'™"'. «'■;» 
■ik« 11, aod hid engaged .omo '" "" SJ'"' """' " "'' '"f? 

Of the Udie. to vi,it me there; 1 Z^Z "''.fi™ ^'1 "" °S„^* 

J ij t, ji_r u VI _■ could, With HO much conTenieace, 

JoiJd hudlj forbear blaming niy- ^^ ^ ^awn, to my Lorci' 
■elt tor eeneanng him a, eapabl. f, . „j ,„ ^ajy gatih'. o? Lad, 
ot»>T.lean.mpo.ln,e. Bo may BettV,, in tnmiVhieh would givl 
It;";? S' ''Hf'"" !° '",? " Ml ilm'. to proJlde outaelve. Ilth 
S " Sf T ^ '■ T f .eryanf, aid other aeoommodiv 

•nchneedlesBly-awry steps, as he y.__ 

^aB done: embarrasainc, as 1 told ., ' „,i ,■ „ „v„„.„ ;:. 

u'm, his'owu meaning', if they ^ "^T ""*'"'^ *'"' "^'^'^ *"' 

weregood? laskedher, if she had had the 

iPTTFit rvm small-pox? 

LEI 1 LK cviii. I ,pg^ thousand pounds the worse 

Uc. LatbUmCio jobn BeKari, E.q. ;„ „y egtimation. thought I, if shB 

WiHiiieB dii]', May -ei. hag not] fornot oneof nercharm- 

B» givu lift friend an ueeoi.nl ,.f inggracM can I dispense with. 
their inlerview tl'at morning; ^iVas always a doubtful point 
and If the happy cjfecti nf hit „ith her mother and Mrs. Norton, 
eoutia Mpntttgiiet latter in hit she owned. Butallhoughahe was 
Jaeour. Her reiereet , however, not afraid of it, sheehoaenotu 
ha tetlt him, are not absululelu necessarily to rush into plaoeo ■ 
banitbid. Bui thii he impiilai to where it was. 

/O^- \ liigM Ihoufjtal — tVeA'si-A^ 

/r;a«o//n(i,epower of woman, it woiAiiiol Wn^'oc'^'O'*-^?"* ^™ 
tj» be, to be ^together nnoeie het v> Wft ^^^ ^i«as^e.^lB^Krt«> «sa 
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went into the conntiy; for, if die to retire: to re-penue Charlotte's 
liked it not, I was not obliged to letter.«-Ithink the bent her knees 
have it. | to me ; bat I won't be sore. — How 

She asked, if she might take a happj might we have both been 
copj of Miss Montagne*t letter? ;long affo, nad the dearereatore 
I said she might ke^ the letter been afwajsas complaisant to me! 
itself f and send it to Miss Howe, jForl do love respect, and, whether 

I deserve it or not , always had it, 
till I )uiew this proud beauty. 

And now, Belford, are we in a 

train, or the deuce is in it. Eveiy 

eourtesy to me by-and-b^e, I 'fortified town has its strong and 

question not. What a-devil had its weak place. Ihadcarri^onmy 



if she pleased; for that, I sop- 
posed, was her intention. 

She bowed her bead to me. 

There, Jack! I shall have her 



f to do, to terrify the sweet crea- 
ture by my termagant projects! «* 
Yet it was not amiss, Ibelieve, to 
make her afraid of me. She sayit^ 
I am an unpolite man — and every 
instance or [politeness from such a 
.one , is deemed a favour. 

Talking of the settlements, I 
toM her, I had rather that Prit- 
chard (mentioned by my cousin 
Cbarlotte) had not been consulted 
on this occasion. Pritchard, in- 
deed, was a very honest man ; and 
had been for a generation in the 
family; and knew the estates, and 
the condition of them, better than 
either mv lord or myself: but 
Pritchard, like other old men, 
was diffident and slow; and va- 
lued himself upon his skill as a 
draughtsman; and for the sake of 
that paltry reputation , must have 
all his forms preserved, were an 
imperial crown to depend upon 
his dispatch. 

I kissed her unrepulsine hand 
no less than five times during this 
conversation. Lord, Jack, how 
mjr generonB heart ran over I . — 



attacks against the imprei 
parts. I have no doubt but I d^ 
either Mne or xmuggle her out of 
her cloke, since she and IGss 
Howe have intended to employ a 
smuggler against me. — All we 
wait for now is my lord's letter. 

But I had like to have forgci to 
tell thee , that we have been not a 
little alarmed, by some inquiries 
that have been made after me and 
my beloved , by a man of good 
appearance; who yesterday pro- 
cured a tradesman in the neigh- 
bourhood to send for Dorcas: of 
whom he asked several questions 
relating to us; and particularly 
(as we boarded and lodged in one 
house) whether we were married? 

This has given my beloved great 
uneasiness. And I could not help 
obtoving upon it, to her, hmo right 
a thing it was , that toe had given out 
heloWj that we were married. The 
inquiry, most probably, I said, 
was from her brother^s quarter; 
and now, perhaps, that our mar- 
riage wa^ owned , we should hear 
\uo tciOT^ oi Vi\& Tii«a\i\tiA.tLQns, ' The 



Site was quite obliging at paxUngAipeicaQfa ^ V^ «a«eq!^^ 'traatsosniCffAvVs^ 



was performed. But Dorcai re-, 
fused to give him any other parti- 
culars, than that wa were married ; 
and ahe was the more reserved, aa 
he declined to tell her the mo' ~ 
of2bie inquiry. 



The devil take this uncle of 

mine! He has at [aet sent me a 

letter, which I c annot s he w, IF i th out 

exposing the head of our family | 

for ft fool. A confounded parcel 

of pop- guns hashelet off upon me. 

I was in hopes be had exhausted' 

his whole stock of this sort, iuhis' 

letter to you. — To keen it back, 1 

to delay sending it, till he had re- i 

collected all this farrago of non-J 

Bense — confound his wudom on 

natiiiait, if so much of it is to be, 

scrsped together, in disgrace of^ 

it«elr, to make one egi'egioua| 

simpletoni — Hut lam gladl am 

1 fortified with thispieceof flagrant' 

L'follj', however ;since,iD all human 

I sHkifB, the ciinrenient and I'licon-i 

tttnfenl, thegoniiauAthebad, are 

r HAdngled.tfaat thereianofaaving 

"■" s one witnout the other. i 

I have already offered the billi 

inolABedin it to my beloved: and 

readtoherpartof theletter. But 

she refused the bill: and as 1 am 

in eaah myself, I shall return it,| 

Shegeemedvory desirous toperuse I 

thswhole tetter. And when I told 

, her, that were it not for eipoaing 

J the writer, I would oblige her; she 

J nud, it would not be exposing hia 

I lordahip tOBbewit toher; and that 



she always preferred the heart to 
the head. I knew her meaning; 
but did not thank her for it. 

All that makes for me in it, I 
will transcribe for her — yet hang 
it, ahe shall have the letter, and 
mjf BOulwith it, for one consenting 

She hnt got the letter from me, 
without the reward. Deuce take 
me, if Ihad the courage to propose 
the condition, A new character 
this of bashfulnees in thy friend, 
laee, thai a truly moilesi wnmim 
mag make even a confi'ienttnan keep 
his ilhtanee. By my soul, Uelford, 
1 believe, that nine women in ten, 
who fall, fall either /"ram their own 
eardly , or leEily , or for want of 
circumspection a,adproper reKenvi. 

I DID intend to take my reward 
ontier returning « letter bo favour- 
able to us both. But she sent it to 
me, scaled up, by Dorcas. I might 
have thought that there were two 
or three bints in it, that she would 
be too nice immediately to appear 
to. I send it to thee; and here will 
stop , to give thee time to read it. 
Ketum it as soon as thou hast 
perused it. 



LBTTEK ex. 



= ,E.q. 



JT it a long lane that has no luin- 
ing — do not deapiae me for my 
proverbs — yon know I was always 
fond of them; and if you had been. 

BO too, \^ -Wft-vAi \lW<e. \l«CTl. ■&* 
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dare swear the fine lady you are. into the temper that is necessaify 
so likely to be soon happy with,! for your cure, 
will be far from despismg them;j Would to Grod, my. poor lady, 
for I am told that she writes well, [your aunt, who is dead and gone, 
and that all her letters are full oflnad been a proper patient for the 



sentences. God convert you 1 for 
nobody but he and this lady can. 

I have no manner of douot now 
but that you will marry, as your 
father, and all your ancestors, did 
before you : else you would have 
had no title to be my heir ; nor can 
your descendants have any title 
to be your^s, unless they are le- 
gitimate*, that's worth your re 



same remedy ! God rest her soul ! 



No reflections upon her memory! 
]Vorih vt beat known by ^arU! I 
know her^s now: and, if I had went 
first, she woula by this time have 
known mine. 

There is great wisdom in that 
8&ymg,.Gudsendme a friend y that 
may (ell me of my faults: if not, an 
enemy, and he Tjill, Not that I am 

membrance, sir! — No man is a/-|your enemy: and that you well 

ways a fool, every man is sometimes, 

— But your follies, I hope, are 

now at an end. 
I know, you have vowed revenge 

against this fine lady *s family : but 

no more of that now. You must 

look upon them all as your rela- 
tions ; and forgive, and forget. And 



know. The more noble any one is, 

the more humble: so bear with i&e, 

if you would be thought noble. — 

Am I not your uncle? And do I 

not design to be better to you than 

your fauier could be? Nay, 1 will 

be your father too, when the happy 

I day comes ; since you desire it ; and 

when they see you make a goodlpray make my compliments to my 

husband and a good father, [which dear niece ; and tell her , I wonder 



God send , for all our sakes I] they 
will wonder at their nonsensical 
antipathy, and be^ your pardon : 
but while they think you a vile 
fellow, and a rake, how can they 
either love y-ou, or excuse their 
daughter? 
And methinks I could wish to 



who, doubtless, must be under 
great fears, how she shall be able 



much that she has so long deferred 
your happiness. 

Pray let her know as that I will 
present her (not you) eiUier my 
Lancashire seat, or the Lttum in 
Hertfordshire! and settle upon her 
a thousand pounds a year penny- 
rents, to shew her, that we are not 



give a word of comfort to the lady, , a family to take base advantages ; 



and you may have writings drawn, 
and settle as you will — honest 



to hold-in such a wild creature as Pritchard has the rent- roll of both 



you have hitherto been. I would 
hint to her, that by stronff argu- 
ments, and gentle words, she may 
do any thing with you; for though 
j^ou are too apt to be hot , genUe 



words will coolyoUj and bring you^ ^\ea»\si|^\A via. 



these estates; and as he has been 
a good old servant, I recommend 
him to your lady*s favour. I have 
already consulted him : he will tell 
you what is best for you, and most 



I ftmatill very bad with my gou(, head and memory; and togiveyou 
Init will wme in a litter, as anon my best advice; for 1 may Dsvcr 
~U the day is fixed : it would be tbe tinve sucli au opportunity again, 
^(^ofmyhearttojoiiiyourhands. You have ha'i [God meiidyoul] a 
,And, let me tell you, if you do not atrauge way ot turning your back 
■nake tbe best of buabauds to bo upon all I have said: tbis onee, I 
—jod a young lady, and one who hope, you will be more attentive,' 
la bad eo much courage for your In tbe advice I give you for your 
Bake, I will renounce you; and otrngood. 

■ettle all I can upon her and her's I bad still anotherend; nay, two 
by you, and leave you out of the athr'renda. 
qneetibn. I Theonewaa, thatnowyoa are 

If any thing bewaiitingforyour npou the bor.'ers of wedlock, aal 
Ehrther security, 1 am ready to maysay, and oil i/our ^i/d nals 
giveit; though youknow, that my ^ill be sii"", I would give you 
word basalwayabeen lookedupon some iustructioua as to j' our public 
aamybond. And when Ibe Har-'as wellaapriratebcbaviouriulife; 
lOwea know all this, let na see which, intending you so much 
Whether tbey are able to blush, ' good as I do , you ought to hear; 
■nd take shame to theraselv&f.' 'and perhaps would never have 
Lady Sarah and Lady Hetty listened to, on auy lesa extra- 

1 only to know the day, to ordinary occasion. 

« alt the country round them < The second is, that your dear 
e, and all llieir tenantsmad. lady-elect (who is it seems herself 
^d, if any one of mine be sober so hne and sententious a writer) 
nion the occasion, Ptitchard'willaeeby this, that it is not our 
uaJlgecthim. And on the birth fanltB,nnrfor wantof the best ad- 
tf the first child, if ason, I will do vice, that you was not a better 
tometfaing more for you, and man than you have hitherto been. 
i^peatftlfour rejoicings. I And now, in few words, for the 

I ought indeed to have wrltten'conductl would wish you lofollow 
lOaner. ButI knew, that if yon'in public, as well as in private, if 
"lought me long, and were in you would think me worthy of ad- 
Ute BB to your nuptials, you vising. — It sail beehort;Bobenot 
'Ould write and tell mc so. But uneaay, 

fut was very troublesome;! As to the jn-r'oafelife: love your 
am but a slow writer, you lady as she deserves. Let yiv 
_ju)w, at best; for composing isa aclion.< pitiine ym. BeagoodhuE 
thing, that though formerly I was band; and so give thelie to all 
yvrj ready at it, (as my Lord your enemiea: and make them 
[^3ingtoDuiedtosa^)yet having ashamed of their scandals. And 
left, it off a great while, I am not let us have pride in saying, that 
n. And I chose, on this oc- ISUsa Ha.t\o'w«\i'4.«-a(j\. &o\ia '*^'?^^ 
> to write all oat oimj own hetHcVi or ia."ttuS.-3 ^^"3 *i«ftt'i^»»-^ 
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coming among us. Do this; and Yon want ^o courage; and think 
I, and Lady Sarah, ^ and Lady highly enough of yourself, and 
Betty, will love you for ever. lowly enough of every body else. 

As to your public conduct — to speak on all occasions, 
this as follows is what I could As to the methods of the house, 
wish: but I reckon your lady s you have spirit enough. I fear, to 
wisdom wiU put us both right -. te too much above them: take 
no disparagement, sir; since, with care of that I don't so much fear 
all your wit, you have not hitherto your want of good manners. To 
shewn much wisdom, you know. ^^^ y^^ ^^nt not decency, if 
}^ Get into parhament as soon as theydon't provoke you: as to that, 
you can: for you have ialents^io j ^^gh you would only learn to be 
make a great figure there. Who as patient of contradiction from 
80 proper to assist m making new o//,^,.,, as you would have other 
hordinff laws, as those whom no people be to yow. 
law in being could hold? i*^ .,., . ? ,, ., 

Then, for so long as you will' Although I would not have you 
give attendance in It. Stephen's {^^^ * courtier; neither would I 
chapel— its being called a chapel, ''*^® ^^^ *^ Hf "^^«c^*«'**r } 

I hope, will not I^^u5< you: I an! '®'"®K^?!;^^!i''i*TK'fi'-tf >,""?** 
sure I have known many a riot my old friend Archibald"Hutdij. 
there: - a Speaker has'^a hard "onsaid; and it was a venr good 
time of it! but we D6e^5 have more 8ayinff-(toMr.SecretaiTCragg8, 

decorum - but wfcat was I going ^t'^^!iT**^~^i??i 

to say? - 1 must go back. ^ "^, admmistration as entitled to every 

ForsolongasyouwiUgiveyour,^?*® ?,«f ^^ good conscience 
attendance fn parliament, for (so ^i^®/*? ^^5 » ^ouse of Conunons 
long will you be out of ralachiS; «^ould not needlessly put drags 
out of />nVa<e mischief, at least !•{ '^P?^ *t® "^u®^* of government; 
n^y St Stephen^s fate be,*^^ ?]*®°"?Tf"^^ «^^«"i*?y 
's, ff you wifrully do public ^^*«' it waswithre«et: and, for 
-'- "^ '' '^ my country s sake, 1 wished with 



private 
and 
your 
mischief! 

When a new election comes, 
you will have two or three 
boroughs, you know, to choose 
out of: but, if you stay till then, I 
had rather you were tor the Shire. 

You will have interest enough, 
lam sure; and being so handsome 
a man , the women will make their 
husbands vote for you. 

I shall long to read your 

speeches, I expect you will speak, 

if occasion offer, the very fbrstday. 



all my heart, the measure had 
been such as I could have ap- 
proved." 

And another saying he hadf 
which was this ; ^* Neither can an 
opposition, neither can a ministry, 
be always wrong. To be a plumb 
man, therefore, with either is an 
infallible mark, that that man 
must mean more and worse than 
he will own he does mean*" . 



bedespised?— Well then,! HoTrever, methinka, I wonld 
onld I be despised for re- not have yon take a place neither 
ring them, and quoting] — it will double yourvalae, and 
etodo? Let me tell your interest, if it be believed, 



' you loved my company 
lonyondo, you would uot 
worse for it. 1 may aay so 
; any rauity; since it is 
len'i [wisdom and not my 
at I am bo fond of. 
n add a word or two more 
occaaioQ ; and I may never 
icb another^ for you musi 
"'} through — Ivi ' 



dlierd wi<h Ihem.m the h-'tisirl hard if you 
. n^rta hoiae: by whatever 
■tbey be dignified or dis- 
ced: keep yuod men cum- 
and you shall be of ilwir 
. But did 1, or did I not, 
his before? — Writing, at 
^different times, and such 
^ty, one may forget. 
may come in for the titli 
«m dead and gone — God 
e!^ So I would have you 
1 equilibrium. If onee you 
B name of being a 
r,you may have any thing: 
be snre.you havenaturalTy 
dealof etoeatiou; atongut 
said delude an angel. 
nen aay 



that you will not: for, 
then stand in no man's way, yoii 
will have no envy; but pure sterl- 
ing respect; and both sides will 
court you. 

For your part, you will not want 
a place as some others do, to piece 
up their broken fortunes. If you 
can now live reputably njjon two 
thousand pounds a year, it will be 



hereafter live 
twelve — less you will 
not have, if you oblige ne; as 
now by marrying so tine a lady, 
very much you wnl — and all this, 
over and abore Lady Bettv's and 
Lady Sarah's favours! Wnatj in 
the name of wond er, could possibly 
possess the proud Harlowes! — 



T.: 



That son, that son of theh 
t Butforhis deiirsialer's aake,Iwill 
■e of him. 

nas offered a place my- 
self: and the only one I would 
' e taken, had 1 been offered it, 
\ Master of Ilie Backhnind!^; for 
5 Iloved huntingwhenlwasyoung; 
" -- ' -• carries a good sound with 

_, , B who live in the country. 

f them, poor creatures! — lOften have I thought of that ei- 
iug man iu the House oC^cellent old adage: he that euia the 
ins is a very impartanti king') gooiiej shall be chnhed with his 
Xt; becBuee that iioasei feaiheis. Iwish to the Lord, this 
e giving of money: andjwas thoroughly considered by 
maket the tnave 111 go ; aye, place-hunters 1 It would be belter 
eeos and kings loo, BOme-lfor them, and for their poor fa- 
to go in a manner very {iniliea. 

kt from what they might i ! covi\d aa^ %, gtwA. iv^X-rossw;, 
seeioose to go, let me tell and ali ei\aa.\\^ v> "Ccti v*^*^^^ 



But teaUj 1 i»n. •we.ft-x ^s^^^ «*^ 
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doubt: ave. you. 4^d, besides, I slowness, I was determined to 
woijM' resexve something for con- leave it to my lord to make bis 
▼ersationv -' j compliments in his own way; and 

My nieoes Montague, and Lady ' had actually that afternoon put 
Sarah and Lady Betty, join in my writings into the hands of a 
compliments to my ni|e$^.that is to 'yery eminent lawyer, Counsellor 
be. If »he would <^Ki^|e'to have ^illiams, with directions for him 
the knot tied amkOttg'us, *plrliy;tel( to' draw up settlements from my 
her that we shall see itiecw-ely!. qwii estate, and conformable to 
done: and we will make all the'jthQ^ of my mother; which I put 
country ring and blaze for a week | into his hands at the same time, 
together. But so I believe I said ' It had been, I assured her, no 
before. I sinall'part of my concern, that her 

If any thins further may be, frequent displeasure, and our 
needful towards promoting your mutual misapprehensions, had 
reciprocal felicity, let n^eknpw' it: hindered me from advising with 
and how you order about the da^; her before on this sub^'ect. Indeed, 
and all that. The inclosed bill is indeed, my dearest life, said I, you 
very much at prour service. 'Tis have hitherto afforded me but a 
payable at sight, as whateverjVery thorny courtship, 
else you may have occasion for, ' She was silent. Kindly 6ilent. 
shall be. For well know I that she could 

So God bless you both; and have recriminated upon me with a 
make things as convenient to my vengeance. But I was willing to 
gout as you can; thoush, be it see, if she were not loth to dis- 
whenever it will, I will hobble to oblige me now. I c<toforte4^J- 
you; fori long to see you; and self, 1 said, with the hopes thacall 
still more to see my niece; and ^"^ '" ' 

am (in expectation of that happy 
opportunity) 

Your most affectionate uncle 

M. 



LETTER CXI. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Thursday, May 25. 

Thou seest, Belford, how we 
now drive before the wind. — The 
dear creature now comes almost 
at the first word, whenever I desire 
the honour of her company. I 



my difficulties werenowover; and 
that every past disobligation 
would be buried in oblivion. 

Now, Belford, I have actually 
deposited these writings with 
Counsellor Williams: and I ex« 
pect the drafts in a week at 
furthest. So shall be doubly 
armed. For if I attempt, and /mV, 
these will be ready to throw in, to 
make her have patience with me 
till I can try again, 

I have more contrivances still in 
embryo. I could tell thee of an 
hundred, and yet hold another 



Md her last ni£^ht, that appre-lbundt^dvELi^etto^to pop in as I go 
hending delay from PritoWd*B\a^olig^ V>Qua\AV^^BQs^^ 



t 



:eop op thy attention. Nopravp 
"ion &t me; but, if thou ait my 
ricsd, think aiSlinsHjiwe's letierr, 
l)nd of her ammylinf/i'elienie. All 
firing to my fair cfLptive'B infor- 
matioiiB and inciteihents. Am I 

aot A cUluifi. ttfiol, ^BfeUebul,, 

with them already? — Yet no 
harm done by me , nor eo raueh as 



e th( 



Every thing of this natu 
kar creature Bogwered, (mii 
Downcast eye, and a bluebi 
ebeeklBhelei'ttpme. 

I prtppoBcd my lord's cliapfl for 
^lie celebru^oii, wlicre we might 
bare the presence of Lady Betty, 
Lady Sarah, and my tco coUBin« 
Wontague. - 

She seemed not (o favour n 
[lablie celebration; and wiiivcd 
UljB subject for the present 1 
poubted liot but she would be as 
•rilling as I, tjj decline a public 
Redding; so I pressed not this 
fiirter further jnat then. 

Kndajewcller naa to briugas thie 
ny several sels of jewels for her 



lOUld not open, See sighed n1 
[he mention of them; the second 
latteniH, shesaid, that had been 
liBred toher.* And very peiemp- 
,iriIyforbidthe jeweller scorning; 
IJLS well SB declined my offer ol 
BauBJng my mother's to be ucwsel 
Kt least for the pieaent. 

I do assure thee, Belford, I was 

Jn eameat in nil this. My wliole 

itate ia notbin? to me, put in 

impetition with her hoped-for 

• See VoJ. I. ISO, lai. 
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She then told mc, that she had 

It into writing her opinion of my 

general proposala; and there had 

expressed her mind, as to clothes 

and jewels: but on my strange 

behaviour to her {f'-rno cause Ikat 

«J:iu-wn/) on Sunday night, she 

id torn the paper in two. 

I earnestly pressed her to let me 

1 favoured with a sight of this 

iper torn as it was. And after 

■mo hesitation, she withdrew, and 

nt it to me by Dorcas. 

I pei'uaed it again. It was in a. 

anner pew to me, tiiough 1 had 

. ad it BO lately ; and by my soul, 

I could hardly stand it Au 

hundred admirable creatures I 

called her to myself But 1 charge 

thee, write not a word to me in her 

favour, ifthou meanest her well; 

for, if I spare her, itmastbe^l^z 

You may ea.-'ily suppose, when 
ivaBre-admitled to tierpresence, 
tbat 1 ran over in her praises, and 
in vowB of gratitude and everlast- 
ing love. But here's the devil; 
she Biill reeeivcB aill say with re- 
serve; or,ifit be not with reserve, 
she receives it so ravah ax Jier due, 
that she is not at all raised by it. 
Some women are undone by praise, 
by flattery. 1 mjself, a man, am 
proud of praise. Perhaps thoii 
wilt say, that those are most proud 
of it, who least deserve it; asthose 
are of riches and grandeur, who 
are not bom to either, I own, 
tbat to be superior to these foibles 
it requires u soul. Have I not 
then a eoulV — SvM'tV-^ Vas.-tt, — . 
\Ijet me vVtaNia 'y«ia\*.c^«^'*»* 



1^ 








IMMMivuf IMC ^A «i;>r 'fi«i|;m%:: 5ir ^uacnvij 
M^i'M Win^^^ynitCM^A^^hnniAiUit tofsav nek « 

IVM^^HMMrf ^-C^^MMM, 9^7-, Ifili SOS: 

Kioy ^w»^< ^ ^; nwkf i^f*^^6it «war»t r pnift, k. that taa 

f H «MMl/t^/l JkAH(l^»f /<*r Ml <r7)»- t«f«. if I E«re Cfr mOE 

Mf ^M/r^f mh^UfmfMp^^ to ne % lore, fast bT^^ 
m^mi'f^^fm f0ii U0O UnttAt^ y^uuU menkj.fjt faj bind datj; 
4k ytf^i t^ Mr *^|f«rsiti!? ttf«, I rather UreciBgletlnB be 
^mini^ nymh^ tiHMmn$^%hafg^ I eaaoot bear this. I 
iPfiiy^/ ¥,)m inM H mtf^ ih^«i b« bare the wooian wfaooi I : 
ihfPA*^ ntt4 If f^ff /«ar «b« i»bc^ttld witbmf ]iaiiie,if ererlcooliBribii 
mmp^A f*(ry \Mp^*i ffHf^mf named bcnMoraponanj, focego eren ber 
/fni/ /ir^) ^/oi M^VUA th^ entire miperinr dtaies for me. I would 
dUff'/iMil f/f all arr^ura in her /a- hare ber look after me when I go 
ilmr*tt UnwUf fm iUtt ben^;fit of oat m far a« she can see me, as my 
Mtn,Hfrri<ttiftfr whom nhtivltifUKfil, Kosebud after her Johnny; and 

HUti nHfUt that tim i^ofHlwomnn meet me at my retom with lap- 
wotif'l Upt fifi^ttwy if any thing more ture, I would be the subject of 
iUnii t% wnit\mUmtiy wtira done for , her dreams, as well as of her wak- 
ii«*r« HliM wfin for suiting all her in^ thoughts; I would have her 
(\\nuim\i\nm ttf iU\nk\u(lf nhoAaid, '' ' 1- - -v_. _._ 





think every moment lost that is 



hi tfttt UHUtii ihiifi n/'N/'ti 0/ (hfipermm. not passed with me: sing to me. 

To go ht^nnti It, wnti but to put road to me, ^lay to me when I 

ih0 hwwfllltnl upon projfloti, or lolp^^weOL; iio ^ox, ^ «t^^\. «& \sv 

msAa ilsmn nirltvrard Id a iitwIoboyVng m«k. x^\«rv\ ^wsv^^Xi^ 



inclined to love, overwhelm 
^-JritU it; when to be serious „ 
plitaryj if np|)Teheuaiveofintrn- 

ion, retiring at a nod; approach- 
ng me only if I smiled encourage- 
nent: Bteol into my preaencc with 
(uJence; out of it, if not noticed, 
on tiptoe. Be a Laili/ Easii to all 
Siy pleasures, and valuing those 
DOfit who most contributed to 
July sighing in private, 

cas notAej-sei/^at the time. 

Fhus of old did the contending 
ViveB of the honest patriarchs; 
each recommending her hand- 
maid to her lord, as she thought it 
Vould ohiigo him, and looking 
Vpon the genial product ae her 

; The gentle Waller says, 
- - ' ■- ' - nitotlel 



CLARISSA BABLOWB. 






Gentle 



_ d why do the sei love rakes, 
but because they know how to 
direct their uncertain wills, and 
banage them? 



Amotber agreeable 
ion. The day of days the sub- 
ect. As to fixing a particular 
»e, that need not be done, my 
armersays, till the settlements 
e completed. As to marrying 
kt my lord's chapel, the ladies of 
nf family present, thatwouldbe 
naking a public anair'of itl and 
iie dear creature observed with 
Xgrqt, that it seemed to be my 
Ifird's intention to moke it so. 

Itcouldnot be imagined,! said, 
int that bis lordship b setting out 
D a liner, And coming to (own, as| 
'eliuhia taste toe giaxe, and the' 



I joy he would take to see me mar- 
ried at last, and to her dear self, 
would give it as much (he air of a 
public marriage, as if the cere- 



I umiuuL, said she, endure tho 
thoughta of a public day. It will 
carry with it an air of insult upon 
my whole family. And for ray 
part, if my lord will not take it 
amiss, [and perhaps he will not, as 
the motion came not from himself, 
but from vou, Mr. Lovelacej I will 
very willingly dispense with hia 
lordship's presence; the rather, 
as diesB and appearance will then 
be unnecessary ; for 1 cannot bear 
to think of decking my person 
while my parents are in tears. 

How excellent this 1 Yet do not 
her parents richly deserve to be in 

See, Belford, with so charming 
a nicenesB, we might have been a 
long time ago upon the verge of 
the state, and yet found a great 
deal to do, before we enteiei] 
into it. 

Allobedience, all resignation — 
110 will bather's. I withdrew, and 
wrote directly to my lord; andshft 
not disapproving of it, I sent it 
aw^. Ihe purport as foUovs; 
for I took no copy. 

"That 1 was much obliged to 
his lordship forhis intended good- 
ness to me, on an occasion themost 
solemn of my life. That the ad- 
mirable lady, whom he so justlj 
praised , thought his lordship^ 
proposals in her favoui: too lii^^ 
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ftTOid it, tillft reconciliation with 
her own contd be effected. That 
althongh she eipreeaed & grateful 
•enie of his lorathip's eonaent to 
give her to me with nia «wit hand ; 
yet preauming, that the motivG to 
thia kind intention was rather I 
do her honour, than it otKerWJE 
would have been hia own choic 



oceation; and hoped he would 
take as meant her declining the 

"That tEeljawn will be the 
most acceptable to us both to re- 
tire to; and the rather, as it is so 
to hia lordgh ip. 

"But, if he pleatee, the jointure 
m^ be made from my own estate ; 
■earing to bla lordship's goodness 
mu alternative.'^ 

I conclude with telling him, 
"That I had offered to present 
the lad,v his lordship's bill: but on 
hat declining to accept of it, (hav- 
ing mjself no present occasion for 
It) I retam it inclosed , with my 
thanks, jkc" 



I ^pe gallantrf.lias been forced into 
earned, bj being over -prompt,. 
and taken at his word, not know- 
ing how to own that he meant len 
than the ladj supposed he meant. 
I am the better enabled to jodgs 
that this most have been the case 
of many a sneakiag varlet; be- 
cause 1, who know the female 
world as well as any man in it of 
my standing, am so frequently in 
(ioubt of mjself, and know not 
what to make of the matter. 

Th<?n these littleslj rogues, bow 
they lie conchont, ready to spritq; 
upon OS harmless fellows the mo- 
ment we are in their reach! — 
When the ice is once broken fbr 
them, bow swiftly can they make 
to port — meantime, the subject 
they can least j^at to, they most 
(Muhot Nor can you talk of tha ' 
ceremony before tbey ha^e laid 
out in their minds how it isoll ta.!; 
be. Little sancy-face desigu^f" 
how first they draw themselTCfl in, 
then us I 

But be all these things as they 
ill, Urd M. never in Bs life r«- 
::i ved so hondsonie a letter as Una 
om his nephew 

LDvaLi.cB. 



And is not this going a plaguy 
leiwth? What a Sgure should I 
nuuce in rakish annals, if at last I 
■hould becanght in my own gin? 

The iez may say what they will, ' 
bat a poor innocent fellow had 
wd to take great care of himself, 
'hsti he dances upon the edge of 
^matrimoDial precipice. Many 
''*ipt-beuied man, when he be-', 
'^ « JM, or only designed to 



rA« lad'/, tfjltr having gieea t» 
Mill Bowe tht pariieulart coa- 
laiaed in Mr, Lovalace't latt 
hller, Ikiu exprtiiti hem(f: 
A principal consolation arising 
from these favourable appear- 
ances, is, that 1, who have now 
but one only Aiend, shall most 
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! are persona in Mr. Iiovelace'i 
It; and this whether Mr. 
_ . Jlace treat me kindly or not, 
nd who knows, but that bj de- 
ees, those new friends, by theii 
nk and merit, may have weight 
oagb to get me restored to the 
rour of my relations? Till which 
n be effected, I sball not be 
brably easy. Happy I never 
pecttobe. Mr. Lovelace's mind 
Id mine are vastly different; dif- 
cent in ensenlUiU. 
But aa matters are at present 
cmnataiiced, 1 pray you, my 
friend, to keep to j^ouraelf 
^r thing thai might bring dis- 
edit to him,if revealed. — Better 
body expose a man than a 
_ .1, if 1 am to be hia ; and what is 
id b^ you will be thought to 
meiromme. 

It ahall be my constant prayer, 
Kt «U the felidties which jthis 
bM can afford, may be yours; 
d that the Almighty will never 
Set you nor yours, to the re- 
Iteat posterity, to want such a 
end as my Anna Hone has been 

Clarissa Hablowe. 

LETTER Cxn. 

4)ir>now,that my beloved seems 
pre- in my net, for my project 
pn the vuen Miss Howe, and 
an her mother; iu which the 
ciona praocer Hickman is to 
ne in for a dash, 
iat why upon her mother? me- 
tta tboajiskest; v bo, uukaoyfa 
eraelf, bos oa\y acted, by thy 
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impulse, throneh thv agent Joseph 
Leman, upon the folly of old Tony 
the uncle? 

No matter for that: she believes 
she acts upon her own judgmeut; 
and deserves to be punished for 
prctendingto judgment,, when she 
has none. — Every living soul, but 
myself, I can tell thee, shall be 
pumshed.thut treats cither cruelly 
rdisrespectluHy soadored a lady. 
- What a plague! is it not 
nough that she is teased and 
irmented in person by me? 
I have already broken tbe mat- 
}r to our three confederates; as 
sufipiised, not a resoloed an caso 
indeed. And yet they know, that 
■" in a piece of mischief, 

with its swiftest feat, ia 
seldom three paces behind pro- 
jection, which hardly ever lioipg 

MowBRAT ia not against it. It 

a scheme, he says, worthy of us: 

...id we have not done any thing 

for a good while, that has made a 

BcLTos indeed hesitatesa little, 
ccnuse matters go wrong between 
im and his Thomasine; and tha 
oor fellow has not the courage to 
1 place probed to the 



hotter 
Tot 
game, and shrugs his shoulders, 
and should not i.'^"set«goabroad 
at present, if I plewe. For I ap- 
prehend that (from the nature of 
the project) there will he a kind of 
necessity to travel, till all is blown 

'I'o _„, 
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HieknMn (boiild Mcape witfa onlj fwesr rngtimt mfc Allwillaowd' 
a bellj-fnl of lea-wftleT? : aR^me: H will beemehmso'a hw- 

Ye*, to be mre, wheo mulit — ptncM {if je tbaU ehaoee to be ' 
bntiatbcKaa^likeUhoodoftfaat? badifnl) to b« n^ected: I did 

— Beridem, b&re «e not been in b« fonnd to be tEe gieateat en- 
(UngerbefOTeaowfoT worse fact*? miiul; and m^ nfe^. for whiek 

— And what is tbere in being 00)7 , the raiend Toice will be engaged, 
in danger? — If we srtnallT were will be toots. 

to appear inopend^tyin i^ngland Bat theu conws tbe triompb af 
befoTemattenaremBiieup. there triarapbg, that will make the as- ■ 



irill be greater likelihood that 
these women will not prosecute, 
than that they mil. 

to appear in coort to soch an 1 
raig^nent, confrontiiig wom 
who would do credit to his 1 
tempt? The comitr)' is mc 
merciful in ihene eases Ihaa in a 
oOuri: I shonld therefore like 
pntmjself nponmy conntry. 

Letmeindalgearcwrefleclio 
nponwbat thonmajest think the 
UHirnf that fan bappien. I will sap- 
pose that thon art one of xa, and 
that all five are actuHll;v brought 
to trial on thi» occasion: ho ~ 
bravely shall we enter a court, 
at the head of too, dreaecd 01 
each man, as it^to his weddini 
appearance! — Yoa areaureof fl 
Ihewomen.old and young, of yoi 
side — What brave fellowa! - 
What fine gentlemen! — There 
goes a charming faandaome ma 
— meaoLng me, to bo sure! 
Who could find in their henrts 
hang such a gentleman as that? 
whispers one lady, eitting, per- 
haps, on the right hand of the Ue- 
corder [I Bupposo the scene to be 
m Loaaon:j while another diebe- 



cnsed look np, while tbe » 
are covered withconfiision. 
Make room there! — stand 1^ 

— gire back! — One receiving a 
rap, anothaanelbawibBlf aseon 
a push a piece! 

Enter the slow-moving, faoo^ 
fiiced , down-lMAing plamtifb, — 
.Aod lirat the widow, with K 
sorrowful eoBnteiwnce, thongk 
half veiled, pityine herdao^ter 
more tliau herself^ The peopk^ 
the women especiallj, who on tUi 
occasion will ne five-sixths of tbe 
spectatora, reproaching her — 
You'd havethe conscience, woold 
yon, to have five such brave gen- 
tiemen as these hanged fiv yon 
know not what? 

Next comes the poor mud — r 
who perhaps bad oeen ravished 
twenty times before; aadlutdnot 
appeared now, bnt for company's 
sake; mincing, simpering, weep- 
ing, by turns :not knowing whether 
ihe ehould be sony or glad. 

But every eye dwells DponUiisl 

— See, see tne handsome gentle- 
nan bows to her I 

To the verjCTonnd, to be sore, 
1 shall bow; and kiss my hand. 

\. ■"■ " 



^'Vrew/Aa/flii^tromancould fairly Etoint.W\ — k^^'iia.'Cfc'^awawttaiS. 
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DOpencourt! crieaanarchone. gutters, aad chimney- top a in- 
niile others admire her — Aye!, eluded) all white-cant, black- 
Hit's a eirl worth venturing one's hooded, andpemwigd, orcropt- 
^eck fori eared up bj the immobile valgus: 

Then shall we be praised —|.while the floating 3/ref( miiarmerj', 
wen the judgea, and the wholefwho have aeen us pass by at one 
Vowded bench nil] ac(]uit na in place, run with stretched out 
Qi^ hearts; and everysingle man necks, and strained eye-balls, a 
~ruh he had been me! — ThejTonnd-about way. and elbow and 
, allthetime, dia claiming I should er themselves into placea 
,.: — .1. ._ Lg by which we have not passed, ir 



I. To be sure, Belford, 
sufferers cannot put half ao 
good afacenponthemaltcraswe. 
Then what a noise will this 
matter make! — Is it not enough, 
suppose ua moving from tbeprison 
to the Sessions House*, to make 
a noble heart thump it away moat 
cloriously, when such an one finds 
himself attended to his trial by a 
parade of guards and oliicers, of 
UienB and aspects warlike aud un- 
mrlike; himself their whole care. 
Mid their business I — Weapons 
IJBtheirhands, some bright, some 
tiUty, ec|nally venerable for their 
antiquity and inoffensiveneaa I 
'Others of more authoritative de- 
meanour, almttiog before with 
■fine painted staves] SboaU of 

Bople following, with a — Which 
hewhom the uounplttdyappeaTS 
" [ainst? — Then, let us look 
iwn, look up, look round, which 



order to obtain another sight of 
us; everystreet continuing to pour 
out its swarms of late comers, to 
add to the gathering anowball; 
who are content to take de- 
scriptions of our persons, be- 
haviour, and countenancea, from 
tbosewho had the good fortune to 
have been in time to see us. 

Let me tell thee, Jack, I see not 
why (to judge according to our 
principles andpractices) we should 
not be asmuch elated in our march, 
were thia to happen to us, as others 
mav be upon any other the most 
moLatlrocting occasion— suppose 
a Lord Mayor on his gaudy; sup- 

Eose a victorious general, or em- 
asaador, on his public entry — 
suppose (as I began with the /oioesl) 
the grandest parade that can be 
supposed, a coronation — for in 
H.1I these, do not the royal guard, 

uB.iuuu-1 I'^he heroic trained bands, the 

We will,"We shall see all theipendent, clinging thnjugs of 
■H, the shops, the windows, the spectators.wilb iJieir wavinghijadB 
irons and balconies, (garreta.lrollmg to -and -fro from house-tops 
I to house-bottoms and street-ways, 
viibiD iboie few 7"" P"'i*P"„raBl have above described, make 
bu bMB '"•''''j,'^°"p|,y ni«iL't»ciori! the principal part of the raree- 
Snied talo*'ioiirl wlilioiil BOl"* j show ? 

>h tha Mreoi, i-°'*'""'t i;^,'""[ES I Andlet me ask thee.if thottdtw*. 
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the embassador, or the general, 
would not make very pitiful figures 
on their galas, did not the trumpets 
iand tabrets call together the ca- 
naille to gaze at tnem? — Nor 



perhaps should we be the most] are convicted; what have we to 
guilty heroes neither: for who 



knows how the magistrate may 
have obtained his gold chain? 
While the general probably re- 
turns from cutting of throats, and 
from murder, sanctified by custom 
only. — Caesar, we are told*, had 
won, at the age of fifty -six, when 
he was assassmated, fifty pitched 
battles, had taken by assault above 
a thousand towns, and slain near 
1,200,000 men ; I suppose exclusive 
01 those who fell on his own side in 
"slaying th6hi. Are not you and I, 
Jack, innocent men, and babes in 
swaddling-clothes, compared to 
CaBsar, and to his predecessor in 
heroism, Alexander, dubbed for 
murders anddepredationMa^nus? 
The principal difference that 
strikes me in the comparison be- 
tween us and the mayor, the em- 
bassador, the general, on their 
gaudies, is that the mob make a 
greater noise, a louder huzzaing, 
in the one lease than the other, 
which is called acclamation^ ana 
ends frequently in higher taste, by 
throwing dead animals at one an- 
other, bigfore they disperse; in 
which they have as much joy, as 
in the former part of the triumph: 
while they will attend us with all 
the marks of an awful or silent (at 
most only a whispering) respect ; 



their mouths distended , as if sot 
open with gags, and their vokai 
generally lost in goggle-eyed ad* 
miration. 
Well, but suppose, after all, we 



. «w -, .V, on our side will be run: onlytakinff 

• Pliny gives this account, putting the ft«- *v\ftoonTfe SLVkTc^ftA A«.tKAwnM7* 

M/£0 Liptina 4e Constantia, leavmgm<eai^w«nk.«ix»^\BLwasst, 



do , but in time to make over our 
estates, that the sheriffs may not 
revel in our spoils ? 

There is no fear of being hanged 
for such a crime as this, while we 
have money or friends, — And sap- 
pose even the worst, that two or 
three were to die, have we not a 
chance, each man of us, to escape? 
The deviUs in them, if they'll bang 
five for ravishing three! 

I ktiow I shall get off for one — 
were it but for famUy sake: and 
being a handsome fellow, I shall 
have a dozen or two of young 
maidens, tall dressed in white, go 
to court to beg my life — and what 
a pretty show they will make, with 
their white hoods, white gowns, 
white petticoats, white scarves, 
white gloves, kneeling for me, with 
their white handkerdiiefs at tlieir 
eyes, in two pretty rows , as Ma* 
jesty wklks thrdughthem andnods 
ray pardon for their sakes! — And, 
if once pardoned, all is over: for, 
Jack, in a crime of this nature 
there lies no appeal, as in a 
murder. 

So thou seest the worst that can 
happen, should we not make the 
grand tour upon this occasion, but 
stay and take our trials. But it 
is most likely, that they will not 
prosecute at all. If not, no risk 
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ifteratiine.toretiuiitothesainei Wilt thou beliovo mc, nhnii I 
friends endeared to iu, as we to i tell thee that 1 have so manrcon- 
fliem, hy absence. I trivances rising up anil vrowdiug 

TbuiJack.ismjgcheme, at the Dpoa me 'for preference, with ro- 
flnt running. 1 know it is capable |gard to my Uloriana, that I 
of improvement — foreiample: I Uardly know which to cKooim)?.-- 
BUt land these ladies in France; I could tell thee of no Inss than sis 
whip over before they can get a princely ones, any of which immi 
puuge back , or before Hickmaa { do. But, as the dear creature has 
BUI have recovered hisfrieht^ and 'not grudged giving nic trouble, I 
nfindmeaoBtoentrapniybeloved' think I ought not, ingratitude, to 
on board ~ and then all will he spare combustibles for her; but, 
rif^t; andl need not care if 1 were on the contrary, to make her stare 
nerer to return to Euglaud. land stand aghast, by springing 

- „ . . , ., J ihree or four mines at once. 

MnioiudDm, to b. «OD.,der.d ^^ re-™bere.t .hat Shul- 
of--.helb.t,.n order to com- „„ i„hi,T,„il„..ndCr».,idL 
pl.t«mveMe.nce,I<a»Dol,^j^,'„,„j ,^„ t,„„^ 

u™ hS-.'ks;™?^; ; »«■ "■«' to bo«i, .;? t. aomiw 

James Marlowe or Holmes /ot |-.n on intcrviewbetweenthem-and 
both? A man. Jack, would ^.^ ,. ^ ^. ^.j^^ 

notgowtoexilefornothing. ,^jy_ '^J^^ the vciation shehw 

LKTTBB CXUL given me and to thncertaiofrl 

nowthmki have of cubdnlDfliiir, 

Mr.LoTeU«toJolmB.lfwl,E.q. „;[( ^j, f^^^. juppo^ ifc^ 

Ir, Belfbrd, thou likestnotmy charmer before me; andl Me- 
phitDponMissHowe, Ihave three ditatiiig her sweet j u nna from 
or fbnr more as good in my own , head to foot. 
OpimoD; better,perhap9. they will 
be in thine : and so 'ti^ but getting " 
loOM from thy present engage- fdi 
ment, and taon shalt nick and 
diooie. Bnt as for thy three' " 
brethren, they must do aj I woald ni kiii 
h^TSthem: and— ---'—" ~— • 



tfaon — else why am 1 
- rill refer 



Thgs «.^«airf, fMldLO 



ail Bnt I will refer iVn snTiject u 
toitipraperseason. i houltnoweBt 
that I never abs'. l'i*.^.7 conclude ' ^^ 

t^ona project, t.^i liJ t'mfl for <i a p tmm — 
exeention; and th-m lightniBe _ , . 
rtrikMnotqniek*r :hanl. 'fcrf««merh.v 

Aadnow to ti:« wbjectnaiajrjjgjrn/ uvvv''"' 
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Do not ebftlSe tbM, eoiuiat 

And let tliMe tbrcal* aloae. 

Till ftfcident or porpoM brlBf tbeo to It. 

All fbat Yexes me , in the midst 
of m7jg;loried-iiideTice8, b, that 
there is a sorry fellow in theworid, 
who has presumed to question, 
whether the prize, when ol^tained, 
is worthy of the pains it cost me; 
yet knows, with what patience and 
trouble a birdman will spread an 
acre of ground with gins and 
snares; set up his stalking-horse, 
his gjlasses: plant his decoy birds, 
and mvite the feathered throng by 
1^ whistle; and all his prize at 
last (the reward of earlv hours, 
atid of a whole morning s pains) 
only a simple linnet. 

To be serious, Belford, I must 

acknowledge, that all our pursuits, 

from childhood to manhood, are 

only trifles of different sorts and 

sizes ,^ proportioned to our years 

i^d views ; but then is not a fine 

woman the noblest trifle, that ever 

was or could be obtained by man? 

— And to what purpose do we say 

obtained^ if it be not in the way we 

wish for? — If a man is rather to 

l)e her prize than she Msf 
# * # 

And now, Belford, what dost 
tbink? 

That thou art a cursed fellow, 
if 

If — No ifs — but I shall be 
very sick to-morrow. I shall, 
*faith. 

Sick — Why sick? What a 
devil shouldst thou be sick for? 

For more good reasons tiian 
one, Jack, 
Ithould beghidtohe^T but one. 




— Sick,qaptiia! Of aHthj] 
inventions I should n 
thought of this. 

P^baps thou thinkeat mj' 
to be, to draw the lady to mj bed- 
side. That's a trick of tmee m 
four thousand years old; and I 
should find it much more to mj 
purpose, if! could get to ha'a 
However, I'll condescend to nuki 
thee as wise as myself. 

I am excessively distnrSed about . 
this smuggling scheme of itm 
Howe. I have no doubt , tbaft mf 
fair one, were I to make an attempiL 
and miscarry, will fly from me, it 
she can. I once believed she loved 
me : but now I doubt whether she 
does or not: at least, that it is 
with such an ardmir^ as Miss Howe 
calls it, as will make her overlook 
a premeditated fault, should I be 
guilty of one. 

And what will being sick do for 
thee? 

Have patience. I don't intend 
to be so very bad as Dorcas shall 
represent me to be. But yet I 
know I shall retch confoun<ledly, 
and bring up some clotted blood. 
To be sure, 1 shall break a vessel: 
there's no doubt of that: and a 
bottle of Eaton's Styptic shall be 
sent for ; but no doctor. If she has 
humam'iyy she will be concerned. 
But, if she ha8/ove,let ithavebeen 
pushed ever so far back, it will, on 
this occasion, come forwa^ and 
shew itself; not only in her ^ eye, 
but in every line of her sweat face. 

I will be very intrepid. I will 
not fear death, or aniy thing eke, 

koxix ox1?^o>VviVn%^Tinfis^ 



y a fall from my horse in 
, ofirhich, perhaps, tliis 
ma; be the remams. And 
ahenher,that those about 
make the mOEt of it , I do 
1 «o cau have no desigo 



N thou nould'at, when 1 
\& myEelF. Auother time 
to iToader and banish 

3elford,ifBhebenotmuch 
;d at the broken Teasel, 

one so fiery ill his tcmiicr, 
td the repxilalion to be 
, may be very daugeroue; 
y which I shall calmly 
) to the harasses nnd 
luder which I have la- 
for some time past; and 
ltd be a further proof of 

and will demand agrate- 

ibatthen, thou egregious 

Jien I shall have the /;.< 
if I am to use a lillle 
for can she deserve 
'ho shews none? 
hatif sheshBwa^reiifi/eQf 
n? 

I Hhall be in hopes oi 
a gi\<:d !ounda('un, 
multitude of faults. 
linishea those it cannot 
when acknowledged, 
SB freedom; andfreeaom 
'eedoro; and I shall then 
arlam go. 
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Well but, Lovelace, bow the 
deuce wilt thou, with that fiill 
heallh and vigour of constitution, 
and with that bloom in tliy face, 
make any body believe thou art 
sick? 

Howl — Why, take afewgrains 
of ipecacuanha; enough to make 
me retch like a fury. 

Good! — But how wilt thou 
manage to briugup blood, andnpt 
hurt tnysdf V 

Foolish fellow! are there not 
pigeons and chickens in every 
poulterer's shop? 

C17 thy mercy. 



confined myself too much; and so 
will have a chair called, and be 
carried to the Park; wherelwiU 
(r; to walk half the length or the 
Mall, or so; and in my return, 
amiue myself at White's or the 

And what will this do? 

Queationiiig again! — I am 
afraid thou'rt an infidel, Belford 

why theTialialllnot know if my 
beloved offers to eo out in m; ab- 
sence? — And shall I not see 
whether she receives me with ten- 
derness at my return? But this ia 
not ai! ; / hone a foreb"i]ing that 
■'omelliing alfeclingipUt happenwidie 
I am out. But of this more in its 
lpl.se. 

j And now, Belford, wilt IhoUj or 
wilt thou not, allow, that it is a 
(right thing to be sick? — Lord, 
I'Jack, so much delight do I take ia 
my contiV^anccft, \!aa.\. "V AiseIW*;. 
Ibalf aorty ■wtiea ftia uttawLOTitev 
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them is orar; for never ^ neTer|told tiiee of it] touched my 
shall I '^Ain haye such dianning, sdenee m little: yet b roog h t on lij 
exercise for mj InTention. , the spirit of intrigue , more tiiaa 

Meantime these plago^ women bj sheer wickedneM. rU gire il 
are so impertinent, so rail of re- thee in brief: 

S roaches, that I know not how to ' "A French marqois, somewhat 
any thing bat corse them. And in yeara, employed by his eoort in 
then, tmly, they are for helping a pnblic ftmction at that of Madrid, 
me out with some of their trite and had pot hu charming young new 



Tolgar artifices. Sally partica-! married wifennder the control and 
lariy , who pretends to l>e a mighty ! wardfhip , as I may say , of his iii- 
contnTer , has just now in an in- < solent sister, an old pmde. 
' solent manner told me , on my re- 1 '* I saw the \aAj at the opera. I 
jecting her proffered aids , that I ! liked her at first sieht , aim better 
had no mind to conquer; and that | at second , when 1 knew the sito»> 
I was 80 wicked as to intend tojtionshewasin. So, pretendingto 
marry, though I would not own it 
to her. 



Because this little devil made 
her first sacrifice at my altar, she 
thinks she may take any liberty 
with me: and what makes her 
outrageous at times, is, thati have, 
for a long time, studiously^ as she 
says, slighted ner too readily of- 
%fered favours. But is it not very 
impudent in her to think, that I 
wiU be the any man's successor f 
It is not come to that neither. 
This, thou knowest, was always 
my rule — once any other man's and 
/ know it, and never more mine. 
It is for such as thou, and thy 
brethren , to take up with har/ots. 
1 have been always aiming at the 
merit of a first discoverer. 

The more devil I , perhaps thou 
wilt say, to endeavour to corrupt 
fhe uncorrupted. 

But I say, not; since, hence, I 
have but very few adulteries to 
juufwerfor. 



' make Vny addresses to the prfike^ 
got admittance to both. 

"The first thing I had to da, 
was to compliment my pmde into 
shyness by complaints of shyness: 
next to take ludvantage of the 
marquis's situation, [between her 
husband's jealousy, and his sis- 
ter's arrogance ; and to inspire her 
with resentment, and, as Ihoped, 
with a regard to my person. The 
French ladies have ]M> dislike to 
intrigue. 

"The sister began to snspeet 
me : the lady had no mind to part 
with the company of the only man 
who had been permitted to visit 
there; and told me of her sister's 
suspicions. I put her upon con- 
cealing the prude, as if unknown 



One affair, indeed, at Paris, witlimeaniii^ 

1 nevet\ "SVis 



to me, in a closet in one of her 
own apartments, locking her in, 
and putting the key in iter own 
pocket: and she was to question 
me on the Mucerity of my profes- 
sions to her sister^ in her sister's 



« married lady [I believe 



^\i!& COIXi^^^ ^1 



twu locked up. The .lady and I 

)k our seats, I owned fervent 

re, and made high professions: 

_r the marquise put it home to 

j8. The prude was delighted 

writb irhat she heard. 

W "And hovr dost think it ended? 

R — I took my advantage of the 

■bdy herself, who diirst not for her 

tlifeery out; and drew her after 

F me to the ne;it apartment, on pre- 

I tenoe of Koing to seek her sister, 

who all the time was locked up in 

the closet." 



iVo«j 



;rffaae 



J for nolhi'm . . 

larlowo escepted. 
"My ingenuity obtained my 
EDardon: the lady being unable to 
forbear laughing through the 
■irhole a&ir, to lind both bo un- 
ion); tricked; her gaoleress 
Kier prisoner , safe locked up, and 
IB much pleased as either of us." 

TAe EiiffliKA, Jack, do not oflen 
'^Kt-ail IM French. 

"We had contriTiLnces after- 
wards eqaaltj ingenious, [in nhii^ 
the lady, the ice ouue broken 
[imceaalHliieil, alirmin mhdueil] co- 
operirted - but a more tender tell- 
tale revealed the secret — reTealed 
it, before tbo marquis could 
to cover the disgrace. The sislen! 
waa inveterate; the haebaad, irre- 
coucUeable; in every respect unfit 
for a husband evoufora/VEncAo 
— ra8d©,pechaps,moredelicate 
I these particulars by the cusloi 
I of a people among whom he w 
I that resident, so contrary to those 
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iiappyinit, till childbed pangs 
zed her: then penitence, a^'' 
death, overtook her the sa' 

Excuse a tear, Belford ! — £ 
deserved a better fatel What had ' 
liuch a vile iuesorable husband ' 
to answer for! — The sister ' 
was punished effectually — that 
pi ease a me on reflection — tliB 
sister was effectnally punished I - 
But perhaps I jhave told thee this •* 
story before. 

LETTEE osrv. 



I of bia own c< 



.trym. 



Shew 



o tbroyr berBeif into 
I— nor 1/iought herspl 



'tEdv e- 



JosT returned from an airing 
with niy charmer, complied | with 
after great importunity. She was 
attended by the two nymphs, 
They both stopped their pMta; 
kept their eyes within bounds;, 
made moral retlections now-and- 
then. U Jack, what ^devils are 
women, when, all tests are got- 
over, aud we have completdy' 
ruined them I 

The coach carried us to Hamp- 
jstead, to Uighcate, to Muswell 
Hill; back to Hampstead to the 
Upper Flask: there, in eompH- 
meut to the nymphs, my beloved 
'consented to alight, and take K 
little repast. Then home early bji 
Kentish Town. 

Delightfully easy she, and so 
^spectful and obliging I, all tha 
way, and as tre walked ont upon 
ithe Heath , to view the variegated 
prospects which that sgreeablei, 
lelevalion aSovis, ^^"1. *\i&-^i" 
jmiaed to \iOs.ft "^ "" 

,litt\c 
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^88 Howe, I/A//)J^, saidi tomj- that the parties were under no 
BeVty eyery now-and-then 'as we 'apprehension of changing^ from 
walked r that thy wicked [devices time or accident, when they so 
are superseded. {liberally gave testimonies, which 

But let me give thee a few par-, would always be ready, on a 
ticulars of our ccmversation in the failure , or infidelity, to be turned 
circumrotation we took, while in ' against them. — For my own part, 
the coach — She had received a it was the principal diversion I 
letter from Miss Howe Z pre-. had in her absence; but for this 
sumed? innocent amusement, the distance 

She made no answer. Howlshesofrcquentlykept meatwould 
hapi)y should I think myself to be . have been intolerable, 
admitted into their correspond- Sally knew my drift; and said, 



ence? I would joyfully make an 
exchange of communications. 

So , tnough I hoped not to suc- 
ceed by her consent, [and little 



she had Jiad the honour to see two 
or three of my letters, and of Mr. 
Belford^s; and she thought them 
the most entertaining that she had 



did she think, I had so happily in I ever read. 

part succeeded without it] 11 My friend Belford, I said, had 
thought it not amiss to urge for it, ' a happy talent in the letter writ- 
for several reasons : among others, j in^ way ; and upon all subjects, 
that I might, account to her forj I expected m^ beloved would 
my constant employment at my, have been inquisitive after our 
pen; in order to take off her jea-, subject: but (lying perdue, as I 
lousy, that she was the subject of i saw) not a word said she. So I 
thy correspondence and mine: touched upon this article myself, 
and that I might justify my se-{ Our topics were various and 
crecy and uncommunicativeness by diffuse ; sometimes upon literary 
hero7^;n. articles [she was very attentive 

I proceeded therefore —■ That I upon this] ; sometimes- upon the 
loved familiar letter writing, as I public entertainments; sometimes 
had more than once told her, 'amusing each other with the fruits 
aboveall the species of writing: 'it of the different correspondences 
was writing from ,the heart (with- 1 we held with persons abroad, vnth 
out the fetters prescribed by |me- whom we had contracted friend- 
Ihod or study) as the very word ships; sometimes upon the foibles 
correspondence implied. Not the 'and perfections of our particular 
heart only; the soul was in it. friends; sometimes upon our own 
Nothing of body, when friend present and future hopes; so^e- 
writes to friend: the mind im- times aiming at humour andrail- 
pelling sovereignly the vassal fin- leiy upon each other. — It mi^ht 
gers. It was , m snort, friendship indeed appear to savour |of vanity, 
recorded^ friendship given under to suppose my letters would enter- 
/tand and seeA] demonstrating taan aAadL*^ oi V^ ^^t(Ms<j %aQ&. 



^tfdgnacnt. But yet I could not discover a,ny tiacture of jpaloiuy 
but Haj, that pcmapa aha would in tliis \uat\ thai Mian Martin had 
he far from thinking so hatdly of accu what I had not ehown to her. 
e eometiinCB she had Mcmed lint she did not look.it: B0I01J7 
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to do, il'eho were to see the let- 
ters which genernllv passed be- 
tween Mr. Bt^lfoj d aud me (I hope, 
Jack, thou hiLBt more maimei-a, 
ibaa to give me the lie, though 
»miathy hean.J 

She then spoke : after declining 
■'jy compliment in such a manner, 
, only a. person could do, who 
served it, she said, for her part, 
e had always thought me a man 
leose [a man of sense. Jack! 
it ft luggftvdly praise!] — and 
i6uld tberefore hope, that, when 
■wrote, it Mceeded even my 
li^euhi foi' that it was impossible, 
I the letters written iu aa easy 
Idfamilinr a style aa they would, 
IS Ihttt tdcy must have that ad- 
from silting do' 



(Ptaca 
4teUi( 



ItfiUiero, which promptapeech! after. 
Id' not always have. She! Pr'ytli' 
Id think it very strange, 
refore, if my letters were bar- 
of eeutimeut: and as strange, 
I gave myself liberties upon 
'■■-■' .wLichcould have-- 



said, 1 alioiild be very proud to 
show her not only those, but all 
that passed between Mr. Belford 
and me; but 1 must remind her, 
that she knew the conditiou. 

Ko, indeed! with a sweet lip 
pouted out, as saucy sm pretty; 
nnplying a lovely scorn, that yet 
nan only be lovely ia youth so 
blooming, and beauty so divinely 
distinguished. 

How I long to «ee such a mo- 
tion againl Ner moutb only can 
give it. 

But I am mad with love-^ yet 
eternal will be the distance, at the 
rate I eo on: now fire, now iee, 
my BOuT is continaatly upon the 
him, aslmaysay. In vain, bow- 
-,istbe trial toqueneh— what. 



le. — But,ifMr.Beiford'8lpt- 
. 8 and mine were upon subjccta 
r'geueiitl.' and some of them 
fOally (she presumed) [nslructive 
-i entertaining, she could not 
t a&y, that she should bo glad 
I see any of them; and partieu- 
~ly those which Miss Martin had 
n aud praised. 
TMa waapnt close. 
i looked at ber, (o see i/I could' 



unquenchable. 

Belford, forgive my 

and my Vulcan-like 

.aphors — Cid 1 not tell thee, 

that I am sii-k of loVe, but that 

nmarfwithit? Wbybroughtl 

such an angel into such a house? 

' '" such company] — And why 

not stop m> eara to the sirens, 

, knowing my aversion to 

wedlock, are perpeiuatly touching 

i.hat siringV 

I was not willing tohe answered 

10 easily: I was sure, that what 

passed between two such young 

■a (Friends so dear) might ba 

by every body; I had mora 

nu tliaft Mi-j WA-j to ■wvAi.'sn 

— _ tiio \e\,VCTft l^s.t -wawi^ ^- 
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///V////,, Air/'/'///, for thfifUkkfi hf ftp' the tiYioVft \«»Kf cA^\»^q^'5:> 



lated Sandnv, May 14*, of which 
efore I haa only ezlractB. She 
>iind no other letter added to 
lat pEircel: but thia, and thnt 
.'hichlconiedmreelf in character 
ast Sunaay while she was itt 
fehnreh , relating to the smaggliiig 
icteme**, are enough for me. 
'^ • « » 

Dorcas tellfl me, that her lady 
las been removing her papers 
'fiom ihe mahogany cheat into a 
w^nacot box, which held her 
linen, and which she put into her 
'dark cloaet. We have no key of 
|ihat at present. No doubt but al! 
ler letters, previous to those I 
lave come at, are in that box. 
Oorcm is uneasy upon it: yet 
liOpeB that her lady aoes not sua* 
peat her; for ahe is sure that she 
laid in every thing as she found it. 



Tare ipecacuanha isamoBtdie- 
iSgreeable medicine. That these 
leaned phyeical folks can find out 
Nothing to do uB good , but what 
Vonld poison the devil! In the 
otbet world, were they only to 
[take physic, it would be punisb- 
jnent enough of itself for a mis- 
spent life. A doctor at one elbow, 
and an apothecary at the other, 
and the poor soul labouring under 
{heir prescribed operationa, he 
need no worse tormentors. 

I now this was to takedown 
mj countenance. It haa doneit: 
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for, with violent retchings, having 
taken enongh to make me sick, 
and not enough water to catty it 
off, 1 presently looked aa if I had 
ke])t my bed a fortnight. lit 
jesiiiiij, ua I thought in Ihemidat 
of the eierciae, tcith edge tooli, 
and worse with physical imes. 

Two hours it held me. I had 
forbid Dorcas to let herlady knon 
any thing of the matter, out of 
tenderness to her; being willing, 
when she knew my prohibition, to 
let her see that 1 expected her to 
be concerned for me. — 

Well, but Dorcaa was nevertlie- 
Iea9 a woman , and she can widsper 
to her lady the secret she is en- 
joined to keep! 

Come hither, toad! [sick as a 
devil at the instant] Let me see 
what a mixture of grief and sur- 
prise may be beat up together in 
thy pudding-face. 

'I'bat won't do. That dropped 
jaw, and mouth distended into 
the long oval, is more upon the 
horrible than the grievous. 

Nor that pinking and ivinking 
with thy oiluiiis eues, aa my c)iar- 
mer once called them. 

A little better that; yet not 
quite right: but keep your mtiutli 
closer. You have a muscle or 
two which you have no command 
of, between your check -bone and 
your lips, that should carry one 
corner of your mouth up towards 
your crow'a-foot, and tu at down 
to meet it. 

There! begone! Be in a plaguy 
hurry running up stairs and down 
'.to Sctct tsuTO 'Otv^ *ii.t;m.t^^ii«^ 
What jott COTT^ -we (ixi-^Ms^-w-w 



406 



TEE mSTOKT OF 



fetch, till motion extraordinary ithej want to sell to.] This hmrf 
put jon oat of breath , and give puts the lady in a harry to ask Ci 



yon the sigh nataral. 
What's the matter, Dorcas? 
Nothing, madam. 
My beloved wonders she has 



fourth^ by way of embellishing tae 
third !] as the other does the people 
in a hurry to buy. And I have in 
my eye now a whole street raised, 



not seen me this morning, no ' and running; after a proclamatioii 
doabt; but is too shy to say she | or express crier, as if the first was 
wonders. Repeated , What s the , a thief, the others his pursuers. 



matter, however, as Dorcas rqns 
ap and down stairs by her door, 
bring on. Oh ! madam ! my m'aster ! 
my poor master! 

What! How! When! — And all 
the monosyllables of surprise. 

[Within parentheses let me tell 
thee, that I have often thought 
that the little words in the republic 
of letters, like the little folks in a 
nation, are the most significant. 
The trisyllables and the rumbters 
of syllables more than three, 2^e 
but the good-for-little magnates.] 

I must not tell you, madam — 
my master ordered me not to tell 
you — but h6 is in a worse, way 
than he thinks for! — But he 

would not have you frighted* ! 

High concern took ppssesjBion 
of every sweet feat^^.^ gfie 
pitied me! — By my souY, snei 
pitied me! 

Where is he? 

Too much in a hurry for good 
manners \anotiier parenthesis, Jack I 



At last, Lord! let Mrs. Love- 
lace know — there is danger to be 
sure! whispered from one nymph 
to apother ; but at the door and so 
loud, that my listening fair-one 
might hear. 

Out she darts — As how! as 
how, Dorcas! 

O madam — a yomiting of 
blood! A vessel broke, to be 
sure! 

Pown she hastens; finds every 
one as busy over my blood in the 
entry, as if it were that of the 
Neapolitan saint. 

In steps my charmer, with a 
face of sweet concern. 

ffow do youy Mr. Lovelace? 

O my best love ! — very well — 
very well! — Nothing at all! 
nothing of consequence!^ I shall 
,^e ^ell ill an instant! — Straining 
again! for I was indeed plaguy 
sick , though no more blood came. 

In short, Belrord, I have gained 
my end ! I see the dear soul loves 
me. I see she forgives me all that's 
I have credit for a 



GU>od-manners are so little natu- 
ral , that we ought to be composed i past. I see 
to observe them: politeness will new score, 
not live in a storm.] I cannot stay] Miss Howe, I defy thee my 
to answer questions, cries the dear. — Mrs. Townsend I — Who 
wench — though desirous to [ the devil are you? -^ Troop away 
BsiMwer [a third parenthesis — like with* your contrabands. No 
ibe people crying proclamationB, BmugeYvn^. li^x «a\\i^^^ ^ Vssa^. 
rmmagaway &om the customers inyse\i\ ^ox n^^ V^^a ^^V5.^\.^\ 
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be long pro- — Letaebair be calledl — my 

chnrmerl — wtit I In have owed 

* * * IM,i in'llnpusilum to mi/ lalt haranses, 

;ry one now is sure that she aiult'i Ihe uneasinfsn Ihaae had for 

me. Tears were in lier eyes dis'illiying you; all is infinitely 

than once for me. Bheauf- compensated by your goodness — 

'ered me to take her hand, and All the art of healing is in (your 
I pleased. On sinilea! — Your late dispieasure 



I, Sinclair's mentioning, that was the only malady! 
I too much confined myself, she While Mrs. Sinclair, and Dor- 
pressed me to take an airing; but caa, andPolIy,and even poorsilly 
.abligingly desired me to be care- Mabell [for Sally went out, as my 
All of myself. Wished I would angel came in] ivith nnlifted hands 
advise with a physician. God and eyes, stood thjikngHeayen 
made phygiciiins, she said. that I was better, in audible 

I did not think that. Jack. God whispers: See the power of Lots, 
jndeed made us all. But Ifaney cridil one! ~ What a charming 
lio meant pftjsi'c instead of pJiy- huBbaad.anotberl Happy coople, 
icfoiu',- and then the phrase might all! 

lean what the vulgar phrase how the dear creature's cbeek 
jeans — Gudsifnthi meal, lliedecil manlled — how her eyessparkled! 
«nfci. — How BUfeetly acceptable f" 

I waa well already, on taking praise to conscious merit, whil 
he Btyptic from hrr dear hands. ilbut reproaches when applied to 

On her requiring me to take ihe the undeserving ! — What a new, 
_ar, 1 asked if I might have the what a gay creation it makes at 
hononiofhereompauyina coach; once in a diffident or dispirited 
and this, that I might observe if heart! 

Vfaebad an intention of goingout And now, Belford, was it um 
in my absence. worth while to be siek! And 'yet 

If she thought a chair were I must tell thee, that too many 
not a more proper vehicle for pleasnnter eipedienta offer them- 
my case, sbe would with all her selves, to make trial any more of 
beartl this coufonnded ipecacuanha. 

There's a precious ! { 

I kissed her hand again! She letter Cxti. 

'yna all goodnessl Would to j^j,^ ci«riaa» Harlowa lo Ulii Howi 

'Heaveit 1 better deserved it, I 

In^d! — But all were golden days 8i.nirdBy, May ii 

'before ual — Her presence and Mh. Lovelace, my dear, Iib« 
renerous concern bad done every been very ill. Suddenly taken. 
thing. 1 was trell! aodirng ailed 'WUb a.vooiv^n^til^^^'AX'ft's's"*- 
— But iince my beloved wi\l auantiViea. ftow^e Ne.?,'i'^\!.-™>"* 
it BO, ru take a, little airing! He compVameio^ a.ivw«*Ki.'»-'" 
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stommch orer-ni^t. I was the'tobim, and to the women below, 
more affected with it, as I am Tke$ indeed wOl excnae me, ai 

they think as mairied. But n he 



afraid ii u;<u occfuit^ned hf the vio- 
ieni c/mteniiotiM between us. — But 
was I ID fault? 

How latelj did I think I hated 
him! — But hatred and anger, I 
see . are bat temporaiy passions 
witn me. One cannot, my dear, 
hate people in daoger of death, 
or who are in distress or affliction. 
Kj heart, I find, is not proof 
against kindness and acknow- 
ledfi^ent of errors committed. 

He took great care to hare his 
illness concealed from me as long 
as he could. So tender in the 
violence of his disorder! so de- 
sirous to make the best of it! — I 
wish he bad not been ill in mj 
sight. I was too much affected— - 
everj body alarming me with his 
danger — the poor man, from 
such high health, so suddenly 
taken! — And so unprepared! 

He is gone out in a chair. I ad- 
vised him to do so. I fear that my 
advice was wrong; since quiet in 
such a disorder must needs be 
best. We are apt to be so ready, 
in cases of emergency, to give 
our advice, without juagment or 
waiting for it! — I proposed a 
phvsician indeed; but he would 
not hear of one. I have ^reat 
honour for the faculty; and the 
greater, as I have always ob- 
served y that those who treat the 
professors of the art of healing 
contemptuously, too generally 
treat higher institutions in the 
•ame manner. 

I am really very uneasy. Fori 
I^Mve, ao doubt, ezposeamyBdfV 



be not generous, I shallhsTeeause 
to regret this soipnse; which (as 
I had reason to think myself un- 
accountably treated by him) has 
tanght me more than I knew of 
myself. 

'Tis tme, I have owned more 
than <mce, that I eoald have liked 
Mr. Lovelace above ail men. I 
remember the debates ^oa and I 
used to have on this subject, when 
I was your happy guest. You used 
to say, and once you wrote*, that 
men of his cast are the men that 
our sex do not naturally dislike: 
while I held, that such were not 
(however that might be) the men 
we ought to like. But what with 
my relations precipitating of me, 
on one hand , and what with his 
Anhappy character and embar- 
rassing ways on the other, I had 
no more leisure than inclination 
to examine my own heart in this 
particular. And this reminds me 
of a passage in one of your former 
letters, which I will transcribe, 
though it was written in raillery, 
May it not be y say you**, that you 
have had such persons to deal with^ 
as have not allowed you to attend to 
the throbs; or, if you had them a 
little now-and'theny whether, having 
had two accounts to place them to, 
you have not by mistake put them to 
the wrong one f A passage, which 
although it came into my mind 
when Mr. Lovelace was least ex- 
ceptionable, yet that I have 



«« %«ir\oW-y.^« 



CLARISSA HABLOWE. 



409 



denied any efficacy to , when he 
has teasea and vexed me', and 
given me cause of suspicion. For, 
after all, m^dear, Mr. Lovelace 
is not wise m all his ways. And 
should we not endeavour, as much 
as is possible, (where we are not 
attached by natural ties) to like 
and dislike as reason bids us , and 
aocordinff to the merit or demerit 
of the object? If love, as it is 
called , is allowed to be an excuse 
for our most unreasonable follies, 
and to lay level all the fences 
that a careful education has sur- 
rounded us by, what is meant 
by the doctrine of subduing our 
passions? — But, Omy dearest 
Mend!, am I not guilty of a 
punishable fault, were I to love 
this man of errors? And has 
not my own heart deceived me, 
when t thought I did not? And 
what must be that love , that has 
not some degree of purity for its 
object? I am afraid of recollecting 
some passages in my cousin Mor- 
den's letter.* — And yet why fly 
I from subjects that, duly con- 
sidered, might tend to correct and 
purify my heart? I have carried, 
I doubt , my notions on this head 
too high, not for practice, but 
for 7713^ practice. Yet think me not 
ffuilty of prudery neither; for had 
1 found out as much of myself be- 
fore; or, rather, had he given me 
heart's ease enough before to And 
it out, you should have had iny 
confession sooner. 

Nevertheless let me tell you 
(what I hope I may justly tell you) 
that if agiUD he give me cause 

* Seep* M7, 4t§eq, of tbis volume. 



to resume distance and reserve, 
I hope my reason will gather 
j strength enough from his imper- 
I fections, to enable me to keep my 
passions under. — What can we 
do more than govern ourselves by 
the temporary lights lent us? 

You will not wonder that I am 
grave on this detection — fJetec- 
tiTn, must I call it? What can I 
call it? — , 

Dissatisfied with myself, I am 
afraid to look back upon what I 
have written: and yet know not 
how to have done writing. -I never 
was in such an odd frame of mind. 
— I know not how to describe it — 
Was you ever sof — Afraid of the 
censure of her you love — yet not 
conscious that you deserve it? 

Of this, however, I am con-^ 
vinced, that I should indeed, de-" 
serve censure, if I kept any secret 
of my heart from you. 

ButI will not add another word, 
after I have assured you , that I 
will look still more narrowly into 
myself: and that I am 

Your equally sincere and 
affectionate 
Cl. Hablowe. 

LETTER CXVn. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Sat. evening. 

I HAD a charming airing: No 
return of my malady. My heart 
perfectly easy, how could my 
stomach be omerwise? 

But when I came home, I 
found that my sweetsoul had been, 
alarmed. Vf ^ *^*^ vtvciA««x. — *^qrv 
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suspicious manner, and that {by j news we should hear, was, that 
description of our persons, and i the house was surrounded by a 
not by^ names , by a servant in a whole ship^s crew; the yessel 
blue livery turned up and trimmed ; lyin^ no furtlier off, as she under- 
with yellow. j stood, than Botherhithe. 

Dorcas was called to him, as. Impossible, I said. Such an 
the upper servant; and she re* ^attempt would not be ushered m 
fusmg to answer any of the fellow's by such a manner of inquiry. And 
questions unless he told his busi- 1 Why may it not rather be a servant 
ness, and from whom he came, the of your cousin Morden, with no- 
fellow (as short as she) said , that j tice of his arrival , and of his de- 
if she would not answer him , per- gjgn to attend you? 
haps she might answer some-, ^^j . delighted her. 

boay ./.e; anJ went away out of „^^ apprehensions went off, and 

DorcM hurried up to her lady, «^^ ^*^ ** leisure to congrati^ 
and alarmed her not only with tfie'°^^ {JP^ J^l 'S?^^'' recovery; 
fact, but with her own conjee T^^^^^^ ^^ '" ^^^ ""^^^ ^^^S*°« 
tures; adding, that he was an ill- ^^"'^er. 

looking fellow, and she was sure ^"^ ^® '^*° ^^^ sat long to- 
could come for no good. gether , when Dorcas again came 

The livery and the features of ,fl»it*ering up to tell us, that the 
the servant were particularly in-; Potman, the very footman, was 
quired after, and as particularly again at the door, and inquired, 
described — Lord bless her! Wi whether Mr. Lovelace and his 
end of her alarms, she thought! And lady, by name, had not lodgmffs 
then did her apprehensions an-iin ^"18 house? He asked, he told 
ticipate every evil that could I^^rcas, for no harm: but his 



happen. 

She wished Mr. Lovelace would 
come in. 

Mr.Lovelace came in soon after ; 
all lively, grateful, full of hopes, 
of duty, of love, to thank his 
charmer, and to congratulate with 
her upon the cure she had per- 
formed. (And then she told the 
story, with all its circumstances ; 
and Dorcas, to point her lady's 
fears, told us, that the servant 
was a sun-burnt fellow, and looked 
M If he had been at sea. 



He was then, no doubt, Captain Sbe coi\aeTi\ft^. '^^'^wxV^wrji. 
SiDnrleton'B aenrant^ and the next 1 Dorcas bid li!ki^m«a<iWftBiOTw«t^« 



disavowing of harm was a dembn- 
stration with my apprehensive 
fair-one, that harm was intended. 
And as the fellow had not been 
answered by Dorcas, I proposed 
to go down to the street-parlour, 
and hear what he had to say. 

I see your causeless terror, my 
dearest life, said I, and your im- 
patience — will you be pleased to 
walk down — and without being 
observed (for he shall come no 
further than the parlour door) you 
may heat aUtViait'fiaa%e a? 
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, fiiend, what is your buBi-IUNo; butmynnclema^bttveac' 
■ witbtfr. or Mrs. Lovelace? iquamtance.no doubt, tnat Idon't 
lowing, Bcrnpiiig, 1 am sure know. — But I hope [tremblingj 
we tuegeDtlcman, sir, Wh;,itbis is not. a trick. 
^ my business is only to kuow| Well, friend, if your master haa 
roui honour be bere , and to be ; any thing lo say to Mr. Lovelace, 

ten with; or if you shall be tou may tell bim that Mr. Love- 
for any time? laee is bere; a,Qd will see jhim 

ybom, come you from? whenever be pleases, 

'rom a geutleman who ordered The dear creature looked asfif 
to say, if 1 was made to tell, 
not else, it waa from a friend 
Vr. Jobu Harlowe, Mis. Love- 
B'b eldest uncle, 
'he dear creature 



upon this. /( icos but nflaie 
the had proviiled Iiereelf with 
[. She pulled them out. 
Q you know any thing of Co- 
tlj^orden, friend? said I. 
heard of hia 



afraid that my engagement 
too prompt for my own safety; 
and away went the fellow — / 

rrninderinii,llial the mii/hl tint waruler, 

that tbis Captain Toinlinson, who- 
ever he were, came not himself, or 
sent not a letter the second time, 
when he bad reason to suppose 
that I might be here. 
Meantime, for fear that this 
IU4 I uDvci uuaru ui ma uuiui:. should be a contrivance of James 
tf CaptainSingleton? lUarlowe, who, Isaid, loved plot- 

^o, sir. Butthe gentleman, my' ting, tbongb he had not a head 
iter, is a captain too. turned for it, I eave some pre- 

Vhatishisn.^mc? cautionary directions to thejser- 

don't know "if I should tell- vauts , and the women, whom, for 
Phfirecan bcBO harmintelling'the greater parade, I assembled 
gentleman's name, if you before us. And my belo.ved was 
S upon a good account. resolved not to ilir.abroad lili she 

rh8tldo;tormy master told me saw the issue ofiliix odd a/fair. 
. and there is not an honesterl And here must I dose, f^ou^A in 
itlcman on the face of GmCs so i/realapuzzle. 
rth — bis name is Captain' Only let me add, that poor 
mlinson, sir. IBelton wants thee; forldarenot 

: don't know such a one, | stir for my life. 

> believe not, sir. He was Mowbray and Tourville skulk 
aied to say, he don't know about like vagabonds, without 
irhonour, sir; butl heard him heads, without hands, without 
: as how he should not be an ' souls ; having neither you nor me 
irelcome visitor to you for all to conduct them. They tell me, 
\ they shall rust beyond the power 
you ^ow such 3 man as of oiV Oi wAtfi'iv\jo'Wv^\sa!."te»a^ 
_. — n Toialiaaoa, my deareet up, ot gwft AiftOiMi'i'i'''>t»- 

miej, your uncle's friend? \ Row goeaVs.-wA'Q-**^ ■a.-o.O** 
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LETTER cxnn. 

Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Sunday, May 28. v 

This story of Captain Tomlin- 
son employed us , not only for the 
time we were together last night, 
but all the while we sat at break- 
fast this morning. She would still 
have it , that it was the prelude to 
some mischief from Singleton. I 
insisted (according to my former 
hint) that it might much more 
probably be a method taken by 
Colonel Morden to alarm her, 
previous to a personal visit. Tra- 
velled gentlemen affected to sur- 
prise in this manner. And why, 
dearest creature, said I, must 
every thing that happens, which 
we cannot immediately account 
for, be what we least wish? 

She had had so many disagree- 
able things befal her of late , that 
her fears were too often stronger 
than her hopes. 

And this, madam, makes me 
apprehensive, that you will get 
into so low-spirited a way, that 
you will not be able to enjoy the 
happiness that seems to await us. 

Her duty and her gratitude, she 
gravely said, to the Dispenser of 
all good, would secure ner, she 
hoped, against all unthankful- 
ness. And a thankful spirit was 
the same as a joyful one. 

So, Belford, for all her future 
joys she depends entirely upon 
the invisible good. She is cer- 
tainly right; since those who fix 
least upon second causes are the 



and 16 not this gravity for her 
gravity? 

She had hardly done speaking, ' 
when Dorcas came running up m 
a hurry — she set even my heart 
into a palpitation — thum^, 
thump, thump, like a precipi- 
tated pendulum in a dock case 

— flutter, flutter, flutter, my 
charmer'tt , as by her sweet bosom 
rising to her chin I saw. 

This lower class of people, my 
beloved herself observed, were for 
ever aiming at the stupid wonder^ 
futj and for making even common 
incidents matter ofsurprise. 

Why the devil, said I to the 
wench, this alarming hurry? — 
And with your spread fingers, and 
your O madams, and O sirsl — 
And be cursed to you! Would 
there have been a second of time 
difference, had you come up 
slowly? 

Captain Tomlinson, sir! 

Captain Devilson , what care I? 

— Do you see how you haye dis- 
ordered your lady ? 

Good Mr. Lovelace, said my 
chaimer^ trembling, [see, JacK, 
when she has an end to serve, I am 
good Mr. Lovelace] if — if my 
brother, if Captain Singleton 
should appear — pray now — I 
beseech you — let me beg of you 

— to govern your temper — my 
brother is my brother — Captain 
Singleton is but an agent. 

My dearest life, folding my 
arms about her [when she asks 
favours, thought I, the devil's in 
it , if she will not allow of such in- 
nocent iieedom «a ^v& ^ -^ooi good 



jtfusi, upon secona causes are loe nocenxiTeeaom«a\iiY&^\tQQigQQ<i 
Jeast likely to be disappointed— I Mr. Li07^\«kfi,^ 'too\ "^oioi ^S^is&lXjk^ 
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[tness of all that passes between 
. — Dorcas, desire the gentle- 
an to walk up. 

Let me retire to ray chamber 
•st! — Let me not be known to 
; in the house ! 

Charming dear! — Thou seest, 
elford, she is afraid of leaving 
e! — the little witchcrafts!* 
^ere it not for surprises now- and- 
en, how would an honest man 
iow where to have them? 
She withdrew to listen — and 
ough this incident has not 
med out to answer all I wished 
om it, yet is it necessary, if I 
ould acquaint thee with my ivhole 
rculation, to be very particular 
what passed between Captain 
omlinson and me. 

^nter Captain Tomlinson in a 
riding-dress, whip in hand. 

Your servant, sir — Mr. Love- 
ce I presume? 

My name is Lovelace, sir. 

Excuse the day, sir. — Be 
leased to excuse my garb. I am 
3liged to go out of town directly, 
lat I may return at nie^ht. 

The day is a good day. Your 
arb needs no apology. 

When I sent my servant, I did 
it know that I should find time to 
} myself this honour. All that I 
lought I could do to oblige my 
lend this journey, was only to 
jsuremyself ofyour abode; and 
hether there were a probability 
F being admitted to the speech 
ther of you, or your lady. 

Sir, you best know your own 
otivea. What your time will 
nmY you to do, you also best 



know. And here I am attending 
your pleasure. 

3/y charmer owned afterwards 
her concern on my being so short, 
ff^hatecer I shall mingle hf her 
emotions, thou wilt easily guess 
I had aftenoards. 

Sir , I hope no offence. I intend 
none. 

None — none at all , sir. 

Sir, I have no interest in the 
affair I come about. I may ap- 
pear officious; and if I thought I 
should, I would decline any con- 
cern in it , after I have just hinted 
what it is. 

And pray, sir, what is it? 

May I fisk you, sir, without 
offence, whether you wish to be 
reconciled, and to co-operate 
upon honourable terms , with one 
gentleman of the name of Har- 
fowe; preparativ-e , as it majr be 
hoped, to a general reconcilia- 
tion? 

how my heart fluttered! cried 
my charmer. 

1 can*t tell, sir — [and then it 
fluttered still more, no doubt:] the 
whole family have used me ex- 
tremely ill. They have taken 
greater liberties with my char- 
acter than are justifiable; and 
with my family too; which I can 
less forgive. , 

Sir, sir, I have done. I beg 
pardon for this intrusion. 

3fy beloved was then ready to 
sink, and thovgfit very hardly 
of me* 
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sion; since a commission it seems 
to be. 

It is a commission, sir; and such 
a one, as I thought would be 
agreeable to ail parties, or I 
phould not have given myself con- 
cern about it. 

Perhaps it may, sir, when 
known. But let me ask you one 
previous question; Do you know 
Colonel Morden , sir? 

No, sir. If you mean personally, 
I do not. But I have heard myj 
good friend Mr. John Harlowei 
talk of him with great respect; 
and as a co- trustees with him in a 
certain trust. ' 

Lovel, I thought it probable, 
sir, that the colonel might be ar- 
rived; that you might be a gen- 
tleman of his acquaintance ; and 
that something of an agreeable 
surprise might oe intended. 

Capt. Had Colonel Morden been 
in England, Mr. John Harlowe 
would have known it; and then 
I should not^have been a stranger 
to it. 

Lot;e/. Well but, sir, have you 
then any .commission to me fi-om 
Mr. John Harlowe? 

CapU Sir, I will tell you, as 
. briefly as I can , the whole of what 
I have to say; but you'll excuse 
me also a previous question, for 
which curiosity is not my motive ; 
but it is necessary to be answered 
before I can proceed; as you will 
judge when you hear it. 

Lovel, What, pray, sir, is your 
question? 

Capt, Briefly, whether you are 
actually f and dona fidcy married to 
Mi'bs Clarissa Harlowe ? 



I started, and in a haughty tone* 
Is this, sir, a question that must 
be answered before you can pro- 
ceed in the business you have 
undertaken? 

I mean no offence, Mr. Love- 
lace. Mr. Harlowe sought to me 
to undertake this office. I have 
daughters and nieces of my own. 
I thought it a good office, or I, 
who have many considerable 
affairs upon my nands, had not 
accepted of it. I know the world ; 
and will take the liberty to say, 
that if that young lady — 

Captain Tomiinson, I think yoif 
are called? 

My name is Tomiinson. 

Why then. Captain Tomiinson, 
no liberty t as you call it, will be 
taken well, that is not extremely 
delicate, when that lady is men- 
tioned. . 

When you had heard me out, 
Mr. Lovelace, and had found, I 
had so behaved, as to make the 
caution necessary, it would have 
been just to have given it. — Al- 
low me to say, I know what is duo 
to the character of a woman of 
virtue, as well as any man alive. 

Why, sir! Why, Captain Tom- 
iinson, you seem warm. |f you 
intend any thing by this \Q liow I 
trembled ! said the lady, when sjie 
took notice of this part of our con- 
versation afterwards] I will only 
say, that this is a privileged place. 
It is at present my home, and an 
asylum for any gentleman who 
thinks it worth his while to in- 
quire after me, be the manner or 
end of bis Vnc^mt^ '??\i«A»\\.'^rML. 

I kuoNT not, «wt^ ^«.\. Wvi^ 
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I giren occasion for this. I make 
I no neiapie to aHendyoii elseir/iere, 
If I am troubleBome here. I was 
told , I had a wann vouag gentle- 
man to deal with : but as I Jcnew 
my mteution, aod that my coin- 
— aaion vras an amicable one, I 
IB the IcBs concerned about that. 
im twice your age, Mr. Love- 
lace, I dare aa;; buti do aasare 
yon, that if either my raeesagp, 
"ny manner, give jou olFeiice, 
nBUGpeiid theoneorthe other 
for a day, or for ever, as you like. 
*-• ' 10, sir, any time before eight 
irrow muming, you will let 
tne know your furttier commnnda. 
— And was going to tell me where 
he might be found. 

Capt^n TomlinBon, eaid I, you 
aniwerwell. Ilovenman of spirit 
HftTefounat bueuiu the army V 

I bare, sir^ but have lurneil mij 

ticoi-d inl'i a plmighshare , as the 

Bcripturii has it Uliere man a i-lever 

feUom,Jaekl— lie wan a niwil man 

wtlhiiomebvdi/, Iioarranll nhat 

. ■ fine coat and cloak for an hypo- 

crltewillatext of Ecripture, pro- 

perlv applied, make at any time 

in tne eye of the pious! — How 

easily are the good folks taken 

I i&lj^ — Andallmy delight, added 

L he, for some years past , has been 

I in cultivating my paternal estate. 

I 1 love a brave man, Mr. Lovelace, 

I as well as ever I did in my life. 

I But let m<3 tell you, sir, that when 

I you come to m^ time of lifo, you 

I irill beof opinion that there is not 

I BO oiuch true bravery in youthful 

I cboleTj as you may now think 

A alerer Mlotr again , Belford! 



— Ear and heart, both at once, 
he took in my charmerl ^- ': 
mell, she says, Ihere are some n 
who have inisdam in Iheir anger. 

Well, captain, that is reproof' 
for reproof. Bo we are upon a*< 
foot. And now give me the plea- 
sure of hearing tlie import of youB' 



you must first allow n 
to repeat my question; are yt 
really, and bona fiile, married to 
Miss Clarissa Hailowe'? Or are 
you not yet married? 

liluntly put, captain. But, if- 
lauswerthatlam, whatthen? ' 

Why then, sir, I shall lay, that- 
you are a man of honour. 

That 1 hope I am, whether you 
say it or not, Captain Tomlinson, 

Sir, I will be very frank in all! 
have to say on this subject — Mr. 
John Harlowe has lately found 
out, that you and his niece are 
both iu the same lodgings; that 
you have been long so; and that 
the lady was at the play with von 
yesterday was se'nnigDt; ana ha 
hopes that you arc actually mar- 
ried. He has indeed heard that 
you ai-c: but as he knows your 
enierprifliog temper, and that yoit ' 
have declared , that you disdain a 
relation to their family, he is will- 
ing by me to have your marri. 
confirmed from your own moi 
before he takes the steps be is 
cbncdtotakeia his niece's favour. 
You will allow me to aay, Mr. 
Lovelace, that be will not be 
satisfied with an answer that ad- 
mits of the least doubt. 

Let meteW^wv^'ia.V^'wa'^^ifir 
linaon, ftiat AV " '^"-"'^ Ap««« 
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of vileness for any man to sup- 
pose — 

Sir— Mr. Lovelace — don't put 
yourself into a passion. The la- 
dy's relations are jealous of the 
honoi^r of their family. They 
have prejudices to overcome as 
well as you — advantage may 
have been taken — and the lady, 
at the iimey not to blame. ' 

This lady, sir, could give no 
such advantages: and if she had, 
what must the man be. Captain 
Tomlinson, who could have taken 
them? — Do you know the lady, 
sir? 

I never had the honour to see 
her but oiice; and that was at 
church! and should not know her 
again. 

Not know her again, sir! — I 
thought there was not a man li- 
ving who had once seen her, and 
would not know her among a 
thousand. 

I remember, sir, that I thought 
I never saw a finer woman in my 
life. But, Mr. Lovelace, I believe 
you will allow, that it is better 
that her relations should have 
wronged you^ than you the lady; 
I hope , sir, you will permit me to 
repeat my question. 

Enter Dorcas^ in a hurry. 

A gentleman^ this minute, sir, 
desires to speak with your honour 
— [my lady , air ! — Aside,] 

Could the dear creature put 
Dorcas upon telling this fib, yet 
want to save me one ? — 

Desire the gentlemRn to walk 



The dear creature, I doubted 
not, wanted to instruct me how 
to answer the captain's home put. 
I knew how I intended to answer 
it — plump, thou mayst be sure — 
but Dorcas's message staggered 
me. And yet I was upon one of 
my master-strokes — which was, 
to take advantage of the captain's 
inquiries, and to make hes own her 
marriage before him, as she had 
done to the people below; and if 
she had been brought to that, to 
induce her, for her uncle's satis- 
faction, to write him a letter of 
fratitude; which of course must 
ave been signed Clarissa Looe^ 
lace, I was loth, therefore, you 
may'st believe, to attend her 
suaden commands: and yet, afraid 
of pushing matters bevond re- 
covery with her, 1 thougnt proper 
to lead him from the question, to 
account for himself, and for Mr. 
Harlowe's coming at the know- 
ledge of where we are; and for 
other particulars which I knew 
would engage her attention; and 
which might possibly convince 
her of the necessity there was for 
her to acquiesce in the affirmative 
I>was disposed to give. And this 
for her own sake; for what, as I 
asked her afterwards, is it to me, 
whether I am ever reconciled to 
her family? — A family^ Jack, 
which I must for ever despise. 

You think, captain, that I have 
answered doubtfully to the Ques- 
tion you put. You may thiuK so. 
And you piust know, that I have 
a good deal of pride; and, only 



into one of the parlours. l{w\\\'^2i\iVi}Ck2X you mq «^ ^WiWccasiXk^ «!q^ 
on him presently . \Exit Dorca&\ seem in Wna «fiL«Aj\tt'\i^ ^w^Tiaa^ 
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leroui motiveB, or I should 
ok being interrogated as 

luour to & lady bo dear 
But before I Busirer mo 
J to the point, piaj satisfv 
iquestionor two tliatlBhall 
you. 

li all mj heart, sir. Ask 
(uestions 3-ou please; 1 will 
.- them with Bincerity and 

Bay, ftlr. Harlowe has 
out tliat we were at a play 
er; and that we were both 
lamc lodgings — bow, pray, 
he nt this knowledge? — 
t me tell you, that 1 have, 
rtain conxidcrntions, (uoi 
ling myBeif, I will aasure 
cotidi's tended , that our 
should be kept secret. And 
a heeii bo atnctly observed, 
vcn MiB9 Howe, though 
d my beloved correspond, 
not directly w hi; Lei to 

■, sir, the person, who saw 
the play, waa a tenant of 
hn Uarlowc. lie watched 
rmolions. When iheplay 
36 , he followed your coacli 
r lodgingB. Anil early tin- 
y, Sunduy, he look horse, 
]uaintcil iiis landlord wiili 
! had observed. 
•-. How o-ldly things comi: 
— Uut does any other uf 
■lowt-B know where we aruV 
Itis an absolute seci-cLU 
ther periMtn of the family 
it is intended to he lt~-" 
that Ml'. John llsitoi 
to ent^T into treaij' 
me, ifhu niece Afi ' 
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marritd; for perhapi he is awarei 
that he shall have difficulty enongh 
wiih some people to brin^ aboat 
the desirable reconciliation, al- 
though he could giTS them thif 



I doubt it not, captain — to 
Jsmes Harlowe is all the famity- 
foUy owing. — Fine fooial [ktrai- 
catty aiolldngabiial] to he governed 
by one to whom malice, and not 
genius, gives the buty livelineM 
that di'tin^'uiihei him from a 
naluraU — iJut how I'Hig. pray, 
sir; has 5[r. John Ilarlowc bueu in 
this pacific disposiii'iiiY 

1 will tell you, Mr. Lovelace, 
and the occasiuni and bK very 
eiplicit upon it, and upon all tW 
concenis you to know of lui;, and 
of the cominiwiou J have uudei- 
takcn to execute; and lliia tlte 
ratlier, as whiin you have L 
leout, youwillbeuitiiif' ' 

am not an uniiuoua m» 
tyyua. 
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I6n]^r standing, and that com- 
mencing*- on the Bowling-green 
[uncUMii^isanreat howler, Bel- 
ford] upon^ my ' ae'cision of a point 
to every one's satibfaction, which 
was appealed to* rae by all the 

gentlemen; (and which might 
ave been attended with bad 
consequences) no two brothers 
have a more cordial esteem for 
each other. You know, Mr. Love- 
lace, that there is a C'^nsent, as I 
i^aj^ call ijfc, in some minds, which 
wll unite them stronger together 
m a few hours , than years can do 
with others, whom yet we see not 
with disgust." 
LoveL Very true, captain, 
CapU "It was on the foot of 
this avowed friendship on both 
sides, that on Monday the 15th, 
as I very well remember, Mr.Har- 
lowe invited himself home with 
me. And when there, he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of 
the unhappy affair that had made 
them all so uneasy. Till then, I 
knew it only by report; for inti- 
mate, as we were, I forbore to 
speak of what was so near his 
heart, till he bocan first. And 
then he told me, tiiat he had had 
an application made to him , two 
or three days before, by a gentle 
man whom he named,* to induce 
»him not only to be reconciled him- 
self to hifl niece, but to forward 
for her a general reconciliation. 

"A like application, he told me, 
had been made to his sister Har- 
lowe, by a good woman whom 
every body respected; who had 
intimated 9 that his niece, if en- 
» See Mi§s Bawe*a LeU.n, p.^S66, 27d. 



couraged, would again put her- 
self into the protection of her 
friends, and leave you; but, if 
not, that she must unavoidably he 
yours" ■ 

I hope, Mr. Lovelace, Imake no 
mischief. — You look concerned 
— you .^igh, sir. . 

Proceed', Captain Tomlinson. 
Pray proceed. — And I sighed still 
more profoundly. 

Capt. '' They all thought it ex- 
tremely particular, that a lady 
should decline marriage with a 
man she had so lately gone away 
with." 

Pray, captain — Pray, Mr. Tom- 
linson — no more of this subject 
My beloved is an angel. In every 
thing unblameable. Whatever 
faults there have been, have been 
illeirs and mine. What you would 
further say, is, that the i/n/*or^Vw^ 
family rejected her application. 
They did. She and I had had a 
misunderstanding. The falling out 
of lovers — you know, captain. — 
We have been happier ever since. 

Capt. "Well, sir; but Mr. John 
Harlowe could not but better con- 
sider the matter afterwards. And 
he desired my advice how to act in 
it. He told me that no father ever 
loved a daughter as he loved this 
niece of his; whom, indeed, he 
used to call bis daughter-niece. He 
said, she had really been unkindly 
treated by her brother and sister: 
and as your alliance, sir, was far 
from being a discredit to their 
family, he would do his endeavour 
to reconcile all parties, if he could 
be sure that ye were actually man 
.aiidmfb," 
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I^vel. And wliat,pray,cnptain, 

^ayour adviceV 

Cajtt. "I gttveit asniy opininn, 

at if liifi niece wei'C unirorlliilj' 

eatcd, and in distresB ^as he ap- 

ebended from the application to 

' ho would f<oou hear of hei' 

: liutlhatitiraBlibely, that 

is application was made without 

pt>c»'n.7 it iTould succeed^ andat 

oouly, to herself, formal- 

^ without tlicir consent. And. 

eralhcr thought] so, as he bad 

^■^ me, that it came from ayouiig 

r, herfriend, and not in adi- 

way frnm herself: which 

nnglaily waBnofavourileofMie 

nily: and Ihevnfore would 

" ■-- -' ' -\ had 



B man who had seen you and, 
nr lady (na I piesume Bbe ia) at | 
B play: and who had nssuredl 
is, that you both lodged in ihe 
me housp. — And then the an- 
eation having been ao lately 
"de, which implied, that jou 
^_'e not then married , he was bo 
cosy for his niece's honour, that 
.drised him to dispatch to town 
ine Due in whom fae could con- 
e to make proper enquiries," 
totieL Very well, captain — 
A was such a person employed 
Bnch an errand by her uncle? | 
Copt. "A trusty and discreet 
rson was accordingly sent; and 
t Tuesday, I thiiTk it was (for 
iTetomed to ub on the Wedues- 



419 

day) he made the inquiries among 
the neighbours first." ^'ilte very 
inii'iiri/, Jact, fhni gave w all ta 
H.a-A vneasDiess* I But finding 
that none of them could give any 



ntisfactory e 



, the lady's 

who declared, 
ally married. 
inquirist keepmg himself 
on vne reserve as to his employe™, 
the ^irl refund to tell the day, or 
!□ give him other particulars." 

Zovel. You give a very cleat 
account of every thing, Captaili 
Tomlinson. Priiy proceed. 

Cripl. " Tlie gcitlleman re- 
lumed; and on his report to Hr, 
Hariowe, having still doubts, and 
being willing to proceed on some 
grounds in so important a point, 
besought me (as my affairs called 
me frequently to town) to uuder- 
tahe tb.smattcr. ''You, Mr.Tom- 
linson, hewaspleased tosay, haTe 
children of your own: yon know 
the world: you know what 1 drive 
at? Yon will proceed, I am sure, 
with understanding and spirit; 
and whatever you are satisfied 
with shall satisfy me." 
Enter Dorcaa again in a hurry. 

Sir, the gentleman is impatient. 

I will attend him presently. 

The captain then accounted for 
his not calling in person , when ha 
had reason to think us here. 

He said he had business of con- 
sei^uence a few miles out of town, 
whither he thought he must have 
gone yesterday, and having been 
obliged to putoff hia little journey 
till this day, and undei:stAXi!i5i£>s^ 
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that we were within , not knowing It most be emrly if I do. I most 
iHiether he shonld hare sach an- reach mj o^m house to-morrow 
other opportunity , he was willing ni^ht. or I shall make the best of 
to try bis good fortune before he wires unhappy. And I hare two 
set out; and this made him come or three places o call at in my way. 
booted and sparred as I saw him. It shall be by seven o'clock, if 

He dropped a hint in commen- von please, captain. We are early 
dation of the people of the hoose; folks. And this I will tell you, 
but it was in such a way, as to that if ever I am reconciled to a 
give no room to suspect that he family so implacable as I ^ave al- 
thought it nece.*fary to inquire af- ; ways found the Harlo wes to be, it 
ter the character of persons who 'must be by the mediation of so 
make so genteel an appearance, cool and so moderate a gentleman 
as he observed they do. \ as yourself. 

And here let me remark, that; And so, with the highest eiinlities 
my beloved might collect another . on b-.'th sides, we parted. But for 
circumstance in Ifavour of the 'the private satisfaction of so good 
people below, had she doubtt-d i a man, 1 left him out of doubt, that 
their characters , firom the silence i we were man and wife, though I 
of her uncle's inquiristouTuesday j did not directly aver it. 
among the neighbours. 



Capt, **And now, sir, that I be- 
lieve 1 have satisfied you in every 
thing relating to my commission, { 
I hope you will permit me to re- 
peat my question — which is" — 

Enter Dorcas again^onl of breath. 

Sir, the gentleman will step up 
to you. [My lady u impatient. She 
wonders at your honour s delay. 
Aside.] 

Excuse me, captain, for one 
moment. 

1 have staid my full time , Mr. 
Lovelace. What may result from 
my question and your answer, 
whatever it shall be, may take us 
up time. — And you are engaged. 
Will you peimit me to attend you 
in the morniug, before I set out on 
oarretam? 
You 



LETTER GXIX. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Sunday night 

This Captain Tomliuson is one 
of the happiest as well as one of 
the best men in the world. What 
would 1 give to stand as hieh in 
my beloved's opinion as he does! 
But yet I am as good a man as he, 
were I to tell my own story, and 
have equal credit given to it. Bat 
the devil should have had him be- 
fore I had seen him on the account 
he came upon, had I thought I 
should not have answered my prin- 
cipal end in it. I hinted to thee in 
my last what that was. 

But to the particulars of the 
conf3rence between my fair-one 
and me, on her hasty messages; 
which I was loth to come to, be- 



JLOu. will than breakfast mi\iW\is^^W>a»& V\&d an hi^if t^^mnh 



^L Afterlbnd nttended tbecaplain 
^Ldonp to Iho vcty ^paesnge, I rt- 
^■itnnied to tlie dmiiig-rcDin , and 
^Kipllt cm a jnyful air, on my bcloved'e 
H^ ehtraDce into it — U ray dptirett 
f 'creature, saidl, let Die congratu- 
late you on a prosnect bo dgice- 
able to your wislieB! Aud I 
anatcbed ber band, aiiU smotbcrcd 
it with kisses. 

I nas going on; when inter- 
TUptinfrme, you sep, Mr.LovelDce, 
Uid abe, bow jou hnvc embar- 
rSBsed yourself , by yourobliqni- 
feal Yousee, that you have not 
beenabla to re I iirnn direct answer 
to a plain and lionest question, 
thODgb upon it depends all Ibc 
happiness on the prospect of which 
you congratulate me. 
■You know, my best love, what 
1^ prudeiit, atid I will swy, my 
inamotivea were, for giving out 
lal we were married. You see. 
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n ourselves, f/n 
, Not another word on Ibie eub- 
ject, Mr.LovelHce. Inill not only 
Utk, butlwillforl'eitlhereeoncj- 
Riation BO near my heart, rather 
j^anl will goon to couutenanceai 
itoiTBD untrue! I 

I My dearest soul — would you 

. I^vould have you appear, sir, as 
j/attare! I am resolved thatl will. 
► Bppvar to my uncle's irieud and to ' 
t J^uncleas/am. | 

[ * Foroneweek, my dearest life!' 
(Jenaot you for one week — ' 
Bgif till ibg eefUeiueata — 



Not foronehour, withmyown 
consent. You don't know, sir, 
how much I have been aSlicted, 
that I huve appeared toihepeople 
below what I nm not. Hut my 
uncle, 6ir, shall never have it to 
iipbraidms, nor will I to upbraid 
myself, that I have wilfully pBMOd 
upon him in false lights. 

What, my denr, would youhavB 
mc to say to the cs plain 1o- morrow 
morning? I have given himrooin 
tolliink — 

Then put him ri^t, Mr. Love- 
lace. Tell the truth. Tell li)ip 
what you please of the favour of 
yourrelitliona tome: tell him what 
you will about Ihe setilementi: 
and if, when drawn, you will sub- 
mit them to his perusal and appro- 
bation, it will show him how maSh 

My (iearestlife ! — Do yon think) 
that he would disnpprove of the 
tuims 1 have offered? 

No. 

Then may I be necurBed, if I 

lliugly submit to be trampled 
under foot by my enemiesl 

And mny 1, Mr. Lovelace, n^ves 
behflppy m this life, if J submltto 
the paiisinK upon my uncle Har- 
lowe a wilful and pi-emeditated 
falsehood for truth! 1 have, too 
long laboured under the affliction 
which the rejection of all my 
friends has given me , to purcbasa 
my reconciliation with lliem now 
at so dear a price as that of my 
veracity. 

'I'he women below, my dear — 

me? lvia.\i\.no\.Xn '=*''^^'"'^^^2L 
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tiVL that passes between my rela- 
tions ana you and me? 

Neither are they any thing to 
sn^, madam. Only that when, for 
the sake of preventing the fatal 
mischiefs which might have at- 
tended your brother's projects, I 
have made them think us married, 
I would not appear to them in a 
light which you yourself think so 
Shocking. By my soul, madam, 
I had rather die, than contradict 
myself so flagrantly , after I have 
related to them so many circum- 
stances of our marriage. 

Well, sir, the women may be- 
lieve what they please. That I 
have given countenance to what 
you told them , is my error. The 
many circumstances which you 
own one untruth has drawn you 
in to relate, is a justification of my 
refusal in the present case. 

Don't YOU see, madtfm, that 
your uncle wishes to find that we 
are married? May not the cere- 
mony be privately over, before his 
mediation can take place? 

Urge this point no further, Mr. 
Loyelace. If you will not tell the 
truth , / will to-morrow morning 
(if I see Captain Tomlinson) tell 
it myself. Indeed I will. 

Will you, madam , consent that 

things pass as before with the 

people below? This mediation of 

Tomlinson may come to nothing. 

Your brother's schemes may be 

pursued; the rather, that now he 

will know (perhaps from your 

imcle) that you are not under a 

le^al protection, — You will, at 

least consent that things pass liere 

Mabefore? — 



To permit this , is to eo on in an 
error, Mr. Lovelace. But as the 
occasion for so doing (if there can 
be in your opinion an occasion 
that will warrant an untruth) will, 
as I presume, soon be over, I shall 
the less dispute that point with 
you. But a new error I will not 
be guilty of, if 1 can avoid it. 

(Jan I, do you think, madam, 
have any dishonourable view in 
the step I supposed you would not 
scruple to take towards a recon- 
ciliation with your own family? 
Not for my own sake, you know, 
did I wish you to take it; for what 
is it to me, if I am never reconciled 
to your family? I want no favours 
from them. 

I hope, Mr. Liovelace, there is 
no occasion, in our present not 
disagreeable situation, to answer 
such a question. And let me say, 
that I shall think my prospects 
still more agreeable, if, to-morrow 
morning, you will not only own 
the very truth, but^ve my uncle's 
friend such an liccount of the 
steps you have takes, and are 
taking, as may keep up itiy uncle's 
favourable intentions towlarcls me. 
This you may do under what re- 
strictions of secresy you please. 
Captain Tomlinson is a prudent 
man; a promoter of family peiA'ce, 
you find ; and , I dare say, may be 
made a friend. 

I saw the^e was no help. I saw 
that the inflexible Harlowe spirit 
was all up in her. — A little witdi! 
— A little — forgive me, Love, 
for caVV\n^ her names! And so I 
said, wYUi axi «ax , -^^Xxw?^ Vk»A \jwi 
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mo to wish for new ones: 1 will indeed, may be aud of nil worldly 

bey yon without reserve. Had I'deliglita.— Andisnotthatagrav^ 

-ttboaght I should hiive obliged reflection for me? 
in by tfie other method, (especi- j I was wiHing ti> write up lo tha 
ly aj the ceremony might Imve time. Altlio<ii,'l> I hiivo nut crurrird 
en over, before any thing could my principal point, I Hhiill tuakt 

Ave operated from your uncky aometliing tuiit out in my favour 
itentions,andof consequence no from CHpiain'rnmlinson'c.-rriind. 
^Struth persisted in) I would not But let me give then tliii ciiutloti; 
Lve proposed it, Uut think not, ' thitt tboii do not pretend lu ju(l|{« , 
y beloved creature, ihtit you of my devicps by piirli; hut liJiVt I 

^I enjoy, witlioutcoaditioD, this natieDce till tilou aeeat tha ichole, I 

-""phover my judgment. |But once move I swuav. Unit I will 

J then, clasping my aims not he iml-Ni'rm'il by a pair of I 

Kont her, I gave her averted novices. And yet I am vnry ap. 
eek (her charming lip designed) prchensive, at timet, of tliecoii- 
ferreat kiss — And your for- Heijupncea of Miss Howe's imug- 
ivenets of this sweet freedom glins scheme, 
©wing] is that condition. | My conacienoe, I should think, 

Bbewaanot moi-tnlly off'^nded. ought not to reproach mn for « 
ndnowmustl make out the rest coulrivnnco, wliloli is justilledby 
.1 well as I can. But this I will the contrivniicea of two such girll 
aUthee, that all hough her triumph as these: one of whom (tba mora 
~ not dhninished my love lor excellentof the two)lliavonlwiiy«j 
jyetit hasstimulatedmcmore with her o'Ai approbation as 1 
never to reuen^f. as thou wilt imagine, proposed for my imi" 
kpt to call iL lint ui'rduy or tation. 

rarsf is the more proper word. { But here,Jauk,iB the thine that 
faereisaplciuure, 'tis trui;. in concludes me, and cases my lieurt 
nbdaing one of these watchful with adumiiut: I find by Miss 
"Buties. But,bymyBoul,Belford, Howe's letters, that it is owing.to 
inofourcasttak'e twenty times her, that I have made no greater 
a pains to be rogues, that it progress with my blooming fair- 
romdcoatthem to be honest; and one. Shelovea mo. Tholpeca- 
barly, withthesweatofourbrons, cuanha contrivance convinces ma 
id to the puzzling of our brains that she loves me. Where there i« 
> say nothing of the hazards we love, there must be confidence, or 
n)do we earn our purchase ; and a. desire of having rtawa to coa,- 
ight not therefore to bo grudged fide. Generosity, founded on my 
H-Mii-i-paB when we meet with it supposed generosity, has taken 
i-Mpeciallyas.whenwehaveob- holdof herlieai-t. Shulllnotnow 
lined our end, siitiety soon see (since I must be for ever un- 
>llawB; and leaves us little or happy, if Iitiarr^ bet, ^■'t^'w'^ 
Dtbin^ (o sfaow for (t. But this, any VrisA irofiBB0.^e4^ ""'^'^^ ''^ 
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make of her love, andlier newly- 'mj confession, after her wifehood 
raised confidence? — Will it not had been reported to her uncle, 
be to my glory to succeed? and to But she took her cue. never theless, 
hers, and to the honour of her sex, and listened to all that passed, 
ifl cannot? -Where then will be I The modestest women, Jack^ 
the. hurt to either, to make the must ^AinJb, and think deeply some- 
tnal? And cannot I, as I have ^.^^^3 j ^^^^^^ whether they 
often said , reward her when I will ^^^^ ^lush at those things by them- 

*^y,Jf?.^T*^®^ .1. 1 r ' selves, at which they have so 

lis late, or rather early; for charming a knack of blushing in 
the day begins to dawn upon me ^.^^ ^„^ Ifnot;andif bluslfing 
I am plaguy heavy Perhaps I ^^ ^ ^ign of grace 'or modesty- 
^d not to have told thee that, ^ave not the sex as great a com-' 
But will only mdulge a doze m my ^^^^ over their blusTies, 'as ttey 
chair for an hour; then shake my- ^^ g^j^ to have over their tears? 
self, wash and refresh. At my r^j^jg reflection would lead me a 
time of hfe,withBuch a constitution ^ j^^o female minds were 
that^sTanter ' ^Idisposeato pursue it 

Good night to me ! — It caiinot ! I toW ^^^e captain , that I would 
be broad day till I am awake, — prevent his question; and accord- 
Aw-w-w.waugh -rr pox of this in^ty (after 1 had enjoined the 
yawning! strictest secresy,) that no ad* 

Is not thy unde^dead yet? ; vantage might be ffiveri to James 

What's come to mine, that he Harlowe; and which he answered 
writes not to my lasff? — Hunting ^or as well on Mr.Harlowe's part 
after more toisdom of nations , I as his own) I acknowledged naked- 
suppose? — Yaw -yaw -yawning ly and fairly the whole truth. — to 
again ? — Pen, begone I ^i*» " thatwe were not yet married. 

I. gave him hints of the causes of 

LETTER czx. procrastination. Some of them 

-- _ , ^ , ^ « ,' « owing to unhappy misunder- 

Mr. LoveUce to John Belford. Esq. . gtandingsibut chiefly to the lad/fl 

Monday, May 89. ! desire of p^vious reconciliation 
Now have I established myself "^'^^^ ^er friends ; and to a delicaoy 
for ever in my charmer's heart. 1 that had np example." 



The captain came at seven , as Less nice ladies than this, Jack, 
promised, and ready equipped for love to have delays, wilfnl and 
his journey. My beloved chosfs stUflied delays imputed to them in 
not to give us her company till our these cases —yet are indelicate in 
first conversation was over — their affecteddelicacy; fordo they 
ashamed, I suppose, to be present not thereby tacitly confess, that 
^/ tliat part of it which was to they e^tpecX tci \i^ t\\e neatest 
t^tore her to ber virgin state by' gaiixetftia'w^^oOK.\wA\3a»X^«8A 
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is self-denial in the pride thej take 
in delaying. 

*^I told him the reason of our 
passing to the people below as 
married — yet as under a vow of 
restriction, as to consummation, 
which had kept us both to the 
height, one of forbearing ^ihe other 
of vigilant punctilio ; even to the 
denial of those innocent freedom's, 
which betrothed lovers never 
scruple to allow or take. 

I then communicated to him a 
copy of my proposal of settlement; 
the substance of her written 
answer; the contents of my letter 
of invitation to Lord M. to be her 
nuptial-father; and of my lord's 

fenerous reply. But said, that 
aving apprehensions of delay 
from his mfirmities , and my be- 
loved choosing by all means (and 
that fi*om principles of unrequited 
duty) a private solemnization, I 
had written to excuse his lordship^s 
presence, and expected an answer 
every hour. 

• **The settlements,! told him, 
we^e actually drawing by Coun- 
£i^!or Williams, of whose eminence 
he must have heard — " 
" He had. 



from whom I had received the 
greatest insults. And this being 
our present situation , I was con- 
tented that Mr. John Harlowe 
should suspend his reconciiiatory 
purposes, till our marriage were 
actually solemnized." 

The captain was highly de- 
lighted with all I said: yet owned, 
that as his dear friend Mr. Har- 
lowe had expressed himself greatly 
pleased to hear that we were actu- 
ally married, he could have wished 
it had been so. But, nevertheless, 
he doubted not that all would be 
well. 

He saw my reasons, he said, and 
approved of them , for making the 
gentlewomen below [whom again 
he understood to he good sort of 
people] believe, that the ceremony 
had passed; which so well ac- 
counted for what the lady*s maid 
had told Mr. Harlowe*s friend. 
Mr. James Harlowe, he said, had 
certainly ends to answer in keeping 
open the breach ; and an certainly 
had formed a design to get his sister 
out of my hands. Wherefore it as 
much imported his worthy friend 
to keep this treaty a secret, as it 
did me; at least till he had formed 



"And of theltruth of this he his party, and taken his measures. 



might satisfy himself before he 
trent out of town. 
"When these were drawn, ap- 



111- will and passion were dreadful 
misrepresenters. It was amazing 
to him, that animosity could be 



proved, and engrossed, nothing,! carried so high ag&inst a man 
said, but signing, and the nomi- 1 capable of views so pacific and so 
hi^lon of my happy day, would honourable, and who had shewn 
be wanting. I had a pride , ! de- ' such a command of his temper, in 
clared, in doing the high est justice this whole transaction, as I had 
to BO beloved a creature, of my done. Generosity, indeed, in every 
own voluntary motion , and with- ' case, wVi^t^ Von ^ oi ^Nx^-a^^^ox^issA. 
Jtoat tbe intervention of a family mtr\ev)Le^'wo\3\'^^TJCS)&OKas^^ 



426 



THB HISTORY OF 



not concerned, was a part of my the agreeable subject was re- 
character, newed, as we took our chocolate. 

He was proceeding, when break- 1 How happy should she be in her 
fast being ready, in came the uucle's restored favour! 
empress of my heart, irradiating' The captain engaged for it — 
all around her, as with a glory — jno more delays he hoped, on her 
a benignity and graciousness in! part! Let the happy day be but 
her aspect, that, though natural to\ once over, all would then be right 
it, had been long banished from it. I But was it improper to ask for 

Neitt to prostration lowly bowed j copies of my proposals, and of her 
the captain. how the sweet answer, in order to shew them to 
creature smiled her approbation his dear friend her uncle? 
of him! Reverence from one begets] As Mr. Lovelace pleased — 
reyerence from another. Men are that the dear creature would al'- 



more of monkeys in imitation, 



ways say so ! 



than they think themselves — in- It must be in strict confidence 



voluntarily, in a manner, I bent 
my knee — my dearest life — and 
made a very fine speech on pre- 
senting the captain to her. No 
title, myself, to her lip or cheek, 
'tis well he attempted not either. 
He was indeed ready to worship 
her: — could only touch her 
charming hand. . 

I have told the captain, my dear 
creature — and then I briefly re- 



then, I said. But would it not be 
better to shew her uncle the 
draught of the settlements, when 
drawn? 

And will you he so good as U> 
allow of this, Mr. Lovelace? • 

There, Belford! We were once 
the quarrelsome^ but now we are 
the polite lovers. 

Indeed, my dear creature, I will, 



, .- if you desire it, and if Captain 

peated (as if I had supposed shelTomlinson will engage, that Mr. 
^bad not heard it) all 1 had told Harlowe shall keep them abso- 



liim. 

He was astonishe4i that any 
body could be displeased one 



moment with such an angel. He used me so very ill. 



undertook her cause as the highest 
degree of merit to himself. 
. Never, I must need say, did the 
angel so much look the angel. All 
placid, serene, smiling, self-as- 
sured: a more lovely flush than 



lutely a secret; that I may not be 
subjected to the cavil and control 
of any others of a family that have 



Now indeed, sir, you are very ob- 
liging. 

Dost think. Jack, that my face 
did not now also shine. 

I held out my hand (first con- 
secrating it with a kiss for her*8). 



usual heightening her natural She condescended to give it me. I 
graces, and adding charms, even pressed it to my lips: you know 
to radiance, to her charming com- not^ Captain Tomlinson (with an 
flexion. ' \a\r^a\\%toxxiva «^«t\^ssiHi\i^^?^^^ 

After we had seated ourselves, •\iappyxa»5i — 
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Charming couple! [[His hands 
lifted up] how will my good friend 
rejoice! that he were present! 
You know not, madam, how dear 
you still are to your uncle Har- 
lowe! — 

I am unhappy ever to have dis- 
obliged him! 

Not too much of that , however^ 
. fairest^ thought II 

The captain repeated his reso- 
lutions^of service, and that in so 
acceptable a manner, that the 
dear creature wished, tnat neither 
^e nor any of his, might ever want 
a'firiend of eq^ual benevolence. 

Nor any of his, she said ; for the 
captain brought it in, that he had 
five children living, by one of the 
*best of wives and mothera, whose 
excellent management made him 
as happy, as if his eight hundred 
pounds a. year (which was all he 
had to boast of) were two thou- 
sand. 

Without economy, the oraculous 
lady said, no estate was large 
enough. With it, the least was not 
too small. 

Lie still, teasing villain! lie still 
— I was only spe&ing to my con- 
science, Jack. 

And let me ask you, Mr. Love- 
lace, said the captain ; vet not so 
much from doubt, as that^l may 
proceed upon sure grounds — you 
are willing to cooperate with my 
dear friend in a general reconci- 
liation?' 

Let me tell you, Mr. Tomlinson, 

that if it can be distinguished, 

that my readiness to make up with 

a family f of whose generosity I 

have not bad reason to think 



highly, is entirely owing to[tha 
value I have for this angel of a 
woman, I will not only co-operate 
with Mr. John Harlowe, as you 
ask; but I will meet Mr. James 
Harlowe senior, and his lady, all 
the way. And furthermore, to 
make the son James and bis sister 
Arabella quite easy, I will abso- 
lutely disclaim any further inte- 
rest, whether living or dying, in 
any of the three brothers* estates ; 
contenting myself with what my 
beloved*s grandfather has be- 
queathed to her : for 1 have reason 
to be abundantly satisfied with 
my own circumstances and pro- 
spects — enough rewarded , were 
sne not to bring ashilling in dowry, 
in a woman who has a merit su- 
perior to all the goods of fortune. 
True as the Gos]}el, Belford! — 
Why had not this scene a real 
foundation? 

The dear creature, by her eye«^ 
expressed her gratitude before 
her lips could utter it. 0, Mr* 
Lovelace, said she — you have 
infinitely — and there she stopped. 

The captain run over in my 
praise. He was really affected. 

that I had not such a mixture 
of revenge and pride in my love, 
thought I! — But (my old plea) 
cannot I make her amends at any 
time? And is not her virtue now 
in the height of its probation? — 
Would she lay aside, like the 
friends of my uncontending Rose- 
bud, all thoughts of defiance — 
would she throw herself upon my 
mercy, axvd tx^^ \sv^ W\. wjkfc l^'^v 
nigbt in lYiftYVLfe CiiXvwtfixa — _^^>^ 
then? — I cannot sa)j^'«iWv\.\i^K^.— 



d 



428 



THB HISTOBT OF . 



-I 

Do not despise me, Jack, for my 

' inconsistency -r^ In no two letters 

perhaps agreeing with myself — 

Who expects co^isistency in men 



thought of the settlements, as soon 
as I should send him the drafts ao^ 
kindly promised. And we parted' 
with great professions of roatuai 



of our character? — Butlam mad j esteem ; my beloved putting up 
with love — fired by revenge — vows for the success of his gener- 
puzzled with my own devices — | ous mediation, 
my invention is my curse — my: When 1 returned from attend*^ 
pride my punishment — drawn five ing the captain down stairs, which 
or six ways at once, can ahe pos- I did to the outward door, my 
sibly be so unhappy as I? — beloved met me as I entered the 
why, why, was this woman so dining-room; complacency reign- 
divinely excellent? "~:_Yet how ing in every lovely feature. 



know I that she is? What have 
been her trials? Have I had the 
courage to make a single one 
upon ner person, though a thou- 
sand upon her temper? — Enow, I 
hope, to make her afraid of, ever 

disobliging me more! — 
4c « » 

I MUST banish reflection, or I am 
a lost man. For these two hours 
past I have hated myself for my 
own contrivances. And this not 
only from vhat I "have related to 
thee; but from what 1 have further 



** You see me already, scdd she^ 
another creature. You know not, 
Mr. Lovelace, how near my heart 
this hoped-for reconciliation is. I 
am now willing to banish eveiy 
disagreeable remembrance. Yoa 
know not, sir, how much you have 
obliged me. And Oh! Mr. Love- 
lace , how happy ; shall I be, 
when my heart is lightened from 
theall-smking weightof a father's 
curse ! W hen my dear mamma — 
you don't know, sir, half the ex- 
cellencies of my dear mamma! 



t(o relate. But I have now once and what a kind hekrt she has, 

more steeled my heart. Myvenge-jwhen it is left to follow its own 

anceisuppeimost; /br/^ate^^^n I impulses — when this blessed 

re -perusing Mme of-^Miss £^ot(7e*jf| mamma, shall once more fold me 

vh-ulence. The contempt ■ they 'to hor indulgent bosom! WhenI 

have both held me in, I cannot shall again nave uncles and. aunt, 

bear — ^ I and a brother and sister, all striy- 

The happiest breakfast time, | ing who shall shew most kindness 

my beloved owned , that she had and favour to the poor outca8f| 

ever known since she had left Aerjthen no wore an outcast — and 

father'* s house [she might have l^t this yon, Mr. Lovelace, to behold all 

alone]. The captain renewed all this, and to be received into a 

his protestations of s'ej'vice. He family so dear to me, with 'wel- 

would write me word how his dear come — what though a little cold 

fr/end received tb^ account he at first? When they come to 

^ftnuid give him of the happy ai- kiiON? -joxuXieWKt^ ^sAXa ^.^^-^^^^ 

m of OUT Ajfiaira, and what be oiteivet^ hq ite,^ <i»»afc q1 ^vi.^5^ 



CLARISSA HABLOWE. 



429 



occurring, and 70a, as I hope, 
having entered upon a new coarse, 
all will be wanner and warmer 
ioYC on both sides, till every one 
will perhaps wonder, how they 
came to set themselves against 
you." 

Then drying her tears with her 
handkerchief, after a few mo- 
ments pausing, on a sudden, as if 
recollecting that she had been led 
by her joy to an expression of it 
which she had not intended I 
should see, she retired to her 
chamber with precipitation ; leav- 
ing me almost as unable to stand 
it as herself. 

In short , I was — I want words 
to say how I was — my nose had 
been made to tingle before; my 
eyes had before oeen made to 

f lis ten by this soul-moving beauty ; 
at so very much affected I never 
was — for, trying to check my 
sensibility, it was too strong for 
me, and I even sobbed — yes, by 
my soul, I audibly sobbed, and was 
forced to turn from her before she 
had well finished her affecting 
speech. 

X want, methinks, now I have 
owned the odd sensation, to de- 
scribe it to thee — the thing was 
80 strange to me — something 
choaking, as it were, in my throat 
— I know not how — yet I must 
needs say, though I am out of 
countenance upon the recollec- 
tion , that there was something 
p^ery pretty in it; and I wish 1 
2om4 aUow it again, that I might 
lave a more perfect idea of it, and 
>e better able to describe it to 



But this effectof her joyon such 
an occasion gives me a high 'no- 
tion of what that virtue inust be 
[what other name can I call it?] 
which in a mind so capable of de- 
licate transport, should be able to 
make so charming a creature in 
her very bloom, all frost and snow 
to every advance of love from the 
man she hates not. This miist be 
all from education too — must it 
not, Bolford? Can education have 
stronger force in a womjm's heart 
than nature? — Sure it cannot. 
But if it can, how entirely right 
are parents to cultivate their 
daughters' mindd, and to inspire 
them with notions of reserve and 
distance to our sex ; and indeed to 
make them think highly of their 
own! For pride is an excellent 
substitute, let me tell thee, where 
virtue shines not out, as the sun, 
in its own unborrowed lustre. 

LETTER CXXI. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

And now it is time to confess 
(and yet I know that thy conjec- 
tures are aforehand with my ex- 
position) that this Captain Tom- 
linson, who is so great a favourite 
with my charmer, and who takes 
so much delight in healing 
breaches and reconciling differ- 
ences, is neither a greater man 
nor a less than honest Patrick 
McDonald, attended by a dis- 
carded footman of his own finding 
out. 

Thou knowest what a various- 
lived rascal he ia\ a.wd Ic^ 'wVsa*^ 
better \iopea ^Qotn wi^ ^tossa^fe^- 
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But tbat iog^enious knack of 
forgery, for which he was expelled 
the Dublin university, and a de- 
tection since ine^ndenceship, have 
been his ruin. For these have 
thrown him from one country to 
another; and at last into the waj 
of life which would make him a nt 
husband for Miss Howe's Town- 
send with her contrabands. He is, 
thou knowest, admirably qualified 
for any enterprise that requires 
adroitness and solemnity. And 
can there,^ after all, be a higher 
piece of justice, than to keep one 
smuggler in readiness to play 
against another? 

" Well but, Lovelace, (methinks 
thou questionest) how earnest thou 
to venture upon such a contrivance 
as this, when, as thou hast, told 
me, the lady used to be a month at 
a time at this uncle's ; and must 
therefore, in all probability, know, 
that there was not a Captain Toni- 
linson in all the neighbourhood; 
at least no one of the name so in- 
timate with him as this man pre- 
tends to be?" 

This objection, Jack, is so na- 
tural a one, tbat I could not help 
observing to my charmer, that she 
must surely have heard her uncle 
sj ea'c of this gentleman. No, she 
said) she never had. Besides she 
had not been at her uncle Har- 
lowe's for near ten months [this I 
had heardhersay before] : and there 
were several gentlemen who used 
the same green whom she knew 
not 

We are all very ready, thou 
knowest, to believe what we like. 
And what wits the reason. 



thinkest thou, that she had not 
been of so long a time at this un- 
cle's? — Why, this old sinner, who 
imagines himself entitled to call 
me to account for my freedoms 
with the sex, has lately fallen into 
familiarities, as it is suspected, 
with his housekeeper, who assumes 
airs upon it. — A cursed deluding 
sex! — In youth, middle age, or 
dotage, they take us all in. 

Dost thou not see, however, that 
this housekeeper knows nothing, 
nor is to know any thing, of the 
treaty of reconciliation designed 
to be set on foot; and therefore 
the uncle always comes to the cap- 
tain, the captain goes not to the 
uncle? and this I surmised to the 
lady. And then it was a natural 
suggestion that the captain was 
the rather applied to, as he is a 
stranger to the rest of the family 

— need I tell thee the meaning of' 
all this? 

But this intrigue of the ancient 
is a piece of private history, the 
truth of which my beloved cares 
not to own , and indeed affects to 
disbelieve : as she does also some 

Euisny gallantries of her foolish 
rother; which, by way of recri- 
mination, I have hinted at, with- 
out naming my informant in the 
family. 

"Well but, methinks, thou 
questionest a^ain, is it not pro- 
bable that Miss Howe will make 
inquiry after such a man as Tom- 
liuson V — And when she cannot — 
1 know what thou wouldst say 

— but I have no doubt that Wil- 
son will be so good, if I desire it, , 
aa to ^vQ into my own hands any 
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And now 1 hope thon a 



I C 



nclude with i 






neighbaoriag aovereigne 
war together, about eiume 
chuck-farthing thing or 
lomatterwhatj for ibe leant 
•ill set piinces and diil'lren 
trliea'h. Their annicB had 
rawn up in battalia some 
nd the news of a decisive 
vas expected every hour to 
at each cou^ At last 
as joined; a oioodj battle 
ght; and a fellow who had 

spectator of it, arriving, 
e news of a complete vic- 
; the capital of one of Ihe 

Bonie time before the a}> 
. couriers, the bella were 
iging, bonfires and illumi- 
were made, and the people 
I bed intoxicated with joy 
od liquor. I'ut the neiLt 

was reversed: the victori- 
emy, pursuing his advan- 
■as espected evei'y hour at 
esof the almost defenceless 
. The first reporter w.is 
nn sought for, and found; 
,ne questioned, pleaded a 
eal of merit, io that he hiid 
dismal a situation taken 
ipaceof time from thedis- 
f his fellow citizens, and 
t to festivity, as were the 



lou, Belford, make the ap- 
<n. This I know, tbat I 
iven greater joy to my be- 



loved than sbe Bad thought would 
90 soon fall to her share. And tui 
human life is properl; said to bo 
chequer-work, nodoubtbutaper- ' 
sonof her prudence will make the 
best of it, and set off so much good 
against so much bad, in order to 
strike as just a balance as pos- 
sible. 
Tlie ladff, in three teveral letterr, 
arqwiiinit her friend viith tbt 
material pmiagei and converia- 
tiout contained in thoia of Mr. 
Locelace pretrding, Theia or* 
her teordi, en relating viliat th» 
romm'tiion nf the prtlended 
Tomtinion vn», nfler the op- 
prehentioiit that liii distant in- 
ijiiiry liad given her; 

Atlast,mydeBr,BUthe3edanbtB 
ind fears were cleared up and ba- 
nished ', and in their place, a de- 
lightful prospect was opened to 
me. For it comes faappilyout rbat 
at present it must be an ahsolutfl- 
secret, for reasons which I shall 
the sequel) that the 
gentleman was sent by my uncle 
Uarlowc [I thought he could not ' 
be angry with me for ever]: all 
owing to the conversation that 

Bassed between your good Mr, 
[ickman and him. For althougb 
Mr. Hickman's application was too 
harshly rejected at the time, my 
uncle could not but think bett^ 
of it afterwards, and of the argn- 
menls that worthy gentleman used 
■ ■ my favour. 
Who upon a passionaterepalBe, 



would despair of having a reason* 
able request granted? — Who 
would not, bj f<«iJi%a«uwti&.«»Bc- 
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descension, endeavour to leave looking back upon his past be- 
favourable impressions upon an haviour to me in twenty instances) 
angry mind ; which, when it comes a hard-hearted man, indeed my 
coolly to reflect, may induce it to desLr^Ihave thought more than once, 
work itself into a condescending that he had rather see me in tears 
temper? to request a favour, as I than gtoe me reason to be pleased 
have often saia, is one thing; to loithJum, 

challenge it as our due is another. My cousin Morden says that free 
And what right has a petitioner to livers are remorseless.'^ And so 
be angry at a repulse, if he has not they must be in the very nature of 
< a right to e/e/nand what he sues for things. 
Ba& debit | Mr. Lovelace is a proud man. 

; We have both long ago observed 
She describes Captain Tomhnson that he is. And I am truly afraid, 
on his breakfast visit, to be a ^jj^t his very generosity is more 
grave good sort of a man. ^nd ^^j^g j.^ jjjg p,.i,i^ and his vanity 
in another place , a genteel man ^han to that philanthropy (shall I 
of great gravity and a good call it!) which distinguishes abe- 
aspect ; she beheves upwards of neficent mind, 
fifty years of age. "I liked, Money he values not, but as a 
him, says she, as soon as I saw ^gans to support his pride and his 
""^' independence. And it is easy, as 

j4s her prospects are now , as she I have often thought, for a person 
says,more favourable, than here- to part with a secondary appetite, 
tofore,she uiVtc*, that her hopes' when by so doing he can promote 
^ of Mr. Lovelace's so-often-pro- , or gratify a first. , , , 
mised reformatic^n were better ! 1 am afraid, ray dear, that there 
grounded than bhe is afraid niust have been some fault in his 
they can be. I education. His natural bias was 

I not, I fancy, sufficiently attended 
We have both been extremely to. He was instructed , perhaps, 
puzzled, my dear , saya she , to re- (as his power was likely to be 
concile some parts of Mr. Love- large) to do good and beneficent 
' lace's character with other parts actions; but not, 1 doubt, from 
of it ; his good with his bad ; such proper motives. 
of the former, in particular, as his If he had, his generosity would 

fenerosity to his tenants; his not have stopped at pnde, but 
ounty to the innkeeper's daugh- would have struck into humanity; 
ter; his readiness to put me upon and then would he not have con- 
doing kind things to my good tented himself with doing praise- 
Norton, and.others. | . 

A strange mixture in his mind, ' • See page 250. See also Mr. Love- 
««T Uor.rr. /^.M V.;«n! Vf\v Via \a naif lace's own confession of the delight he 
iwl have told him I i?or he is cer- ^^^^ i,i aY^om&u'a tetrs, m d&^srent 

iawJx (^^ ^^^^ reason to aay, puteoi^^v&u«t. 
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worth;r thinzB by fits and atarb, 
or, &9ifrel;1iigOD the doctrine of 



would have been uniformly ni 
and done the good for ita 

my dear; what a lot have I 
drawn! Pride this poor man's 
virtue; and reeenj/e hia other pre- 
domiaitting quality! — Thia one 
conaolatiou, however, remaina: he 
is not an infidel, an unbeliever: 
bad he been an iii/ii'f/, there would 
have been no room at all for hope 
of him J hut (priding himself, as he 
does, in luB fertile invention) he 
woutd hare been utterly aoan- 
doned, irreclaimable, and a tia- 

• Th.l the Udy JuiBai rightly of , him 




/f7icn ihe emnat to rrlale tAatt' 
, loAi'cA itr. Louelace tn 
narrative aekuowledgat him- 

>e(fto be qffecled by, the - 
ejprestei lierie(f: 

He endeavoured, as oncebeforet 
to conceal his emotioti. Bat, v^i ' 
my dear, should tfaeaa men (foi> 
Mr. Lovelace is not singalar ii 
this) think themaelvea above giv 
ing these beautiful proofa of I 
feeling heart? Were it in ny 
power again to choose, or to re 
fuse, 1 wonid reject the man with 
contempt, who sought to suppress, 
or offered to deny, the power of 
being visibly affected upon praper 

occaaions, aa either a sav 

hearted creature, or as one 
was so isnoi-ant of the principal 
glory of the human nature , as tc 
place his pride in a barbarous in- 
sensibility . 

Tlieae lines, translated from 
Juvenal by Mr. Tate, Ibaveboen 
often pleased with: 

[on proper to n<ankini Bppa 



* b; plij-ing looki, and nisltlni 



It cannot but yield me aome 
pleasure, hardly as I have some- 
times thougbtof the people of the 
house, that Buch a good man ac 
Captain Tomliuson nad spoken 
well of them n.^oiiTO(^\-r3 . 

And here \ sto^ a^ -cimMte. , ■na 
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dear, to reeeive, in fancy, your 
kind congratulation. 

My next I hope, will confirm my 
present, and open stillmore agree- 
able prospects. Meantime be as- 
sured, that thece cannot possibly 
any good fortune befal me, which 
I shall look upon with equal de- 
light to that I have in your friend- 
ship. 

My thankful compliments to 
your ^ood Mr. Hickman, to whose 
kind intervention 1 am so mueh 
obliged on this occasion ; conclude 
me, my dearest Miss Howe, 

Your ever affectionate and 
grateful 

Cl. HABIiOWB. 

LETTER CXXn. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

Tuesday, May SO. 

I HAVB a letter from Lord M. 
Such a one as I would wish for , if 
1 intended matrimony. But as 
matters are circumstanced, I 
cannot think of shewing it to my 
beloved. 

My lord regrets, *' that he is not 
to be the lad^rs nuptial- father. He 
seems apprehensive that I have 
still, specious as my reasons are, 
some mischief in my head." 

He graciously consents, '*that 
X may marry when I please: and 
oif( rs one or both of my cousins to 
a >sist my bride, and to support her 
spirits on the occasion; since, as 
he understands, she Js so much 
afraid to venture with me. 

^'Pritchard, he tells me, has his 
final orders to draw up deeds for 
assigning over to me in perpetuity ' 
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1000 /. per annum ; which he ini 
execute the same hour that-fte 
lady in person owns her mt^ 
riage." 

He consents, ''thatth^jointnre 
be made from my own estate." 

He wishes, *' that the lady woqid 
have accepted of his draft; and 
commends me for tendering it to 
her. But reproaches ipe for |^de 
in not keepm^ it myself. Whfll 
the right side gives up, the left, he 
says, may he the better for. 

The girls, the left sided girls, he 
means. 

With all my heart. If I can have 
my Clarissa ,' the devil take every 
thing else. 

A good deal of other stuff writes 
the stupid peer; scribbling in se- 
veral places half a. dozen lines, ap- 
parently for no other reason, but 
to brinff in as many musty words 
in an old saw. 

If thou askest, *^How I can 
manage, since my beloved will 
wonder, that I have not an aiiswer 
from my lord to such a letter as I 
wrote to him ; and if I own I have 
one, will expect thati should shew 
it to her, as I did my letter?" — 
This I answer — that I can be in- 
formed by Pritchard, ^Hhat my 
lord has the gout in his right- 
hand ; and has ordered him to at- 
tend me in form, for my particular 
orders about the transfer:" and I 
can see Pritchard, thou knowest 
at the King's Arms, or wherever I 
please, a/ Qnhour\s warning; though 
he he at M, Hall, I in town; and he, 
by word of mouth, can acquaint 
me with every thing in my lord's 
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necemanj for mij 
charmer to kn'ito. 

Whenever it suits me, I 1:011. 

rtHre (*e ui-lpeerln Ms liffhlhand, 

'Md then can make him nrite a 

inneh more sensible Icttci' thtiii 

this til at he has now sent mc. 

Thou knowcst thnt an Adroit' 

as in the art of wanuul (iniiiiiiuii 

. uoncofmyearlieBtattaiumeuls. 

ltha.1 been said ontlita oecasiou, 

tbftt had I been a bad man in nieiim 

sod (Hum matters', I should not 

iHTe been fit to live. An to the 

hold it no sin to chent 

. _ id nreivenot told, that 

in being W' i^fcp/<.W conaials the 

whole of human bappineiia? 

Au. etitl happier and happier. 
A very high honour done mt'; a 
"^Lsriot instead of acoacb, per- 
nitted purpoaelv to indulge me in 
he subject of budjVcIb. ^ 

Out diBt'ourse in this sweet 
tiring turned uiiou our ftiturej 
Miinerorilfo. The day it ba^h- 
Ulty promised inc. fiooti was tlie 
ituwer to my repeated urgency.' 
)ur equipage, our sei-vaiil», one 
IverieB, werepart of the delight-' 
Ful Bnhjpct. A desire that the 
Wretch who had given me intelli- 
Wice out of the family (honest 
loBCph Leman) might not be one 
if our menials; and her resolution 
O have lier faithful Hannah, 
rhether recovored or not, were 
aignified; and both as readily 
■-Taentedto. 

Herwishcs, liom my attentive 
-ibaviour, when with her at St. 
jeiuil's,* tfaatlHoald often aceom- 
Se»p.tli. ' 



pany her to the divine service, 
were gently intimated, and as 
readilv engaged for, I assarad 
•her,' that I ever had respected tbe 
clergy in a body; and some indi- 
vidaals of them (herDr.Lewen tor 
onO highly: and that, were not 
goiugto church an act of religion, 
1 thought it [as I told thee once*] 
a most agreeable sight to see ricb 
and poor, all of a ciimpan^ , as I 
might say, assembled once aneek 
in one place, and each in bia or 
hcrbestattire, to worship the God 
that made them. Nor could it be 



lemn an occasion , and to hear the 
harangue of a man of letters 
(ihougn far from being the princi- 
pal p:irt of the service, as it ie too 
generally looked upon to be) 
whose studies having taken a 
diffi-rent turn from his own, he ' 
must always have something n€ 

She shook her head, and r_ 
pealed the word new; but looked 
as if willing to be satisfied for the 
present with ih's auaner. To be 
sure, Jack, shemeanstodogreat ' 
despite to his Satanic Majeity ir ' 
her hopes of reforming me. Nt. 
wonder therefore if he exerts him- 
self to prevent her, and to be re- 
venged — hut how came this in? 
— 1 am ever of party against my- 
self. — Uue day 1 tancy, I shall 
hate myself on recollecting what ' 
1 am about at this instant. But T 
must stay till then. We must al 
of us do something to repent of. 

The reconciliation prospectwaA ' 
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enlarged upon. If her ancle Har- . Her hopes (and her pleasure 
lowe will but nave the way to it, upon those hopes) that Mi8» 
aiidif itcanb^lsrought about she Howe's mother would be recon- 
shali be happy, — happy, with a ciledtober, were also mentionedr 
dgh, <isit is now possible she can be. Good Mrs. Howe was her word, for 
Sue won't forbear, Jack! ; a woman so covetous, and so re* 

I told her that I had heard from morseless in her covetousness, that 
Pritchard, just before we set out no one else will call her ^of>^. But 
on our airing, and expected him this dear creature has such an ex- 
in town to-morrow from i^ord M.; tension in her love, as to be 
to take my directions. I spoke capable of valuing the most in- 
with gratitude of my lord's kind- ' si^ficant animal related to those 
ness to me; and with pleasure of, whom she respects. Love me, and 
Lady Sarah's, Lady Betty ^s , and '■ love my dog, 1 have heard Lord M. 
my two cousins Montague's vene- say. — Who knows, but that 1 may 
ration for her: as also of his lord- 1 in time , in compliment to myself, 
ship's concern that his gout bring her to tnink well of theej 
hindered him from writing a reply ' Jack ? 

"thtS^^^lord^stepitiedi But wh tarn I about? Au,Inot 
poor lfe.FretchviUe too; fSrshe i!"J?J' 'Tt!!^^'f !Sf °Sv"tT^ 
tad the goodness to inqure after ?*"LTfL^?„^t Jl^L^C^^^ 
her. -file dear creatare pitied J*""*"?* \f^^^ m it, while my pen 

a*/h»si?e^vrora& -^^^^^^^ 



and wishes every body equally 
hai 



doing justice to this admirable 
creature) that in this conversation 



ft^^'likely togoveiy hard with'^^^^^^rf ^^^^^ 

Mrs. FretcfiviUe^ Her^ace, which • ^Z7}!^^%oLZnLh^fL^^^ 
aKn haii ^oinoH i>Ar«aif «t.^n will . relates to that part of the domestic 

which falls under 




mistress "of a family, 

, r X Luabj. Mciicvc she has no equal of 

serve Bhe may reap from so great ^ ^^, .^ ^ ,j 1 

an evil — as the greater malady ^ 

generally swallows up the less, she But, indeed, I know not the sub- 
may have a grief on this occasion, ject on which she does not talk 
that may diminish the other grief, with admirable distinction ; inso- 
and make it tolerable." I much that could I but get over my 

I had a gentle reprimand for 'prejudices against matrimony, 
this light turn on so heavy an evil I and resolve to walk in the dull 
— f^ for what is the loss of beauty i beaten path of my ancestors, I 
to the loss of a good husband ? " ^— I should be the happiest of men — 
JSwelleuli areature I \ and, \i 1 <^axiaQ^>^ ^qiVi^^Ixea.^ be 
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to be pitied than] 1 aappoae sbe did not care to 
hear of BO man^ children, first, 



My heart, my heart, Belford, 
not in be Irusted — I break off, i 
rep«ruB« eome of Miss Howe 
Tiruleoce. 

CrRSEB letters, these of Miss 



second, third, fourth, 
and gevBLith sons, and as maiiy 
daughters, In he beq/iilen uponOa 
bodi/ of Ike said Claiism Harlowe, 

Charmine matrimonial recito- 
tivoesl — though it is always sai^ 



Howe, Jack I — Do thou turn back ' lawfulla hegnlten too — aa if a i 
to those of miue, where I take could beget children vnlaiBf....^ 
notice of them — I proceed — lupon the body of his own wife. -i. 

Upon the whole, my charmer But thinheat thou not that theM 
wftB all gentleuees , all ease, all arch rogues the lawyers herebj' 
aeteaity, throughout this sweety intimate, that a man may ha?a 
excursion. Norliad she reason to children by his wife befure mar* 
beotherwjsp: for it being the first riai/e? — This must be whatthev< 
time thatlhad the honour ofhermean. Why will these sly fellon 
company alone, 1 was resolved to put au honest man iumindofsncb 
«iiCOurage her, by my respectful- rogueries? — But henae, as in 
aew, to rrpeal IhefuiMiur. | numberless other inatances, w« 

On ourretum,! found thecoun- see, that /our and ^usjie^ are tm) 
aellor's clerk waiting for me, ve^ different things. 
withadraftof themarriage-settle-! Dorcas, in our absence, tried to 
ntents. get at tiie wain-scot-boi in ths 

Tbey are drawn, with only the dark closet. But it cannot U 
necessary variations, from those done without violence. And td 
made fb;' my mother. Theoriginal run a risk of consequence noio, fee 
of which (now relumed by the mere curiosity-sake, would be ~ 
coanselior) as well as the new excusable. 
drafts, I have put into my be- Mrs. Sinclair and the nymphtf 
loved'fl hands. are all of opinion, that I am noir 

Theseaettlemcntsof mymother bo much a favourite, and haw 
made the lawyer's work easy: such a visible ahare in her conid 
nor can she have a better prece- fidence, and even in herakffectior~~ 
dent; the great Lord 8, having that I may do what I will, te 
settled them , at the request of my plead foreicuse, violence ofpc 
tnotber's relations; all the differ- nun; which, they will have 
ence, my charmer's are WQl. per makes violence of action pardon^S 
annum more tliau my mother's. able with their sex ; as well as MU 
loffercd to read to her the old allnviedexlenualinrtirithibounconitA 
deed, while she looked over the eemeil of both nexeg; and they aS!k 
draft; for she had refused herpre- offer their b.ftl5\Q% tan**.. N^^— 
»ence at the examination with the nott Itey ss.'^ '- V»» ^ft"a»*-'Si^.ij,i 
e/ar±.- £utfj!u>s/ie also declined, for my ^vi« \>eiwii <t«*ii ■*»■> 
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And is she not in a fine way of 
being reconciled to her friends? 
And was not the want of that re- 
conciliation the pretence for post- 
poning the consummation? 

They again urge ine , since it is 
TO difficult to make night my 
friend, to an attempt in Ihe day. 
They remind me, that the situa- 
tion of their house is such, that no 
noises can be heard out of it; and 
ridicule me for making it neces- 
sary for a lady to be undressed. 
It was not always so with me, poor 
old man! Sally told me; saucily 
flinging her handkerchief in my 
face. 

BETTEB CXXin. 
Mr. Lovelace to John Belford, Esq. 

FHday, June 2. 

NoTwiTHBTAKDiMa uiy studScd- 
for politeness and complaisance 
for some days past; and though I 
liaye wanted courage to throw the 
mask quite aside ; yet I have made 
the dear creature more than once ' 
look about her, by the warmj 
thouj^h decent expression of my 
passion. I have brought her to 
own, that I am more than in- 
different with her: but as to lovb, 
which I pressed her to acknow-' 
ledge, what need of acknowledge' 
ments of that sort^ when a woman 
consents to marry f — And once re- 
pulsing me with displeasure. The 
proof of true love I was vowing for 
Xer, was bbbpsct, not fbeedou. 
Ana offering to defend myself, she 
told me that all the conception 
M&e Aad been able to form of a 
^saltjrpsaaoa, was, that it muat 



demonstrate itself as mine sought 
to do. 

I endeavoured to justify my 
passion, by laving over-delicacy 
at her door. Over- delicacy, she 
said, was not 97?^ fault, if it were 
hers. She must plainly tell me, 
that I appeared to her incapable 
of distinguishing what were the 
requisites of apure mind. Perhaps, 
had the libertine presumption to 
imagine , that there was no differ- 
ence in heart j nor any but what 
proceeded from difference of 
edttcation and custom, between the 
pure and the impure — and yet 
custom alone, as she observed, if I 
did so think, would make a second 
nature, as well in good as in had 
habits. 

TP ^r w 

I HATE just now been called to 
account for some innocent, liber- 
ties which I thought myself 
entitled to take before the women ; 
as they suppose us to be married, 
and now within view of consum- 
mation. 

I took the lecture ver^ hardly ; 
and with impatience wished for 
the happy day and hour when I 
might call her all my own, and 
meet with no check from a nice- 
ness that had no example. 

She looked at me with a bashful 
kind of contempt. I thought it 
contempt, and required the reason 
for it; not being conscious of 
offence, as I told her. 

This is not the first. time, Mr. 
Loyelace, said she, that I have 
had cause to be. displeased with 
you, wlieii Tion^ ■^c£Vi%:^"&.j\i'»^XL^\. 
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— But, sir, letme teUjou, that public toyings (looking round her 
themairiedstate, inmy eye, isa with triumpn rather than with 
atate of purity, mid [I tUnk she ehame, upon every lady present) 
told mel not of liceniioiime/s; so, incitedmy curiosity to knowif the 
at least, 1 understood lier. same complacency mi^ht not be 

Jtfarriooepuiv'fy, Jack! — Very shewn to a private friind. 'Tia 
comical, mi th — yet, sweet dears, 'true, I was in honour oblig«ii to 
Iiilf the female world ready toruu'keep the secret. But I never aaw 
away witharake, beeaune be isalthe turtles bill afterwards, but I 
n^e; and for no '>/'ifr reaBon;'thou^htofnunibertwotothesame 
nay, every other reason against female; and iu my hrait thanked 
their choice of such a one. !the fond husband for the lesson he 

Bat have not you and I, Belfoid, had taught his wife. 
Eeen young wives, who would be From what I have said, thoa 
thought modest: and when maids I wilt see, that I approve of mjr 
were fantastically shy ; permit bcloTed's exception to pulilicliyneB. 
freedoms in public from their, That, Ihope, isalltbecharmin^ 
uxorious busbaods, which have icicle means by marriage puHly. 
shewn, that both of tbem bavejBut to return, 
forgotten what belongs either to From the whole ofwhatlhave 
prudence or decency? While! mentioned to havepaaaed between 
every modest eye hassunkunder.my beloved and me, thou wilt 
the ehameleaa effrontery, andlgather, that 1 have not been a 
every modest face been covered'mere dangler, aHickman, intha 
•rithblasbea, forthoae whocould'paased days, though not abso- 
not blush. lutely active, and a Lovelace. 

lonce, upon snch an occ.ision, The dear creature now eon- 
proposed to a circle of a doaen, ' siders herself as my wife-elect. 
thus scandalized to withdraw ;| The rinscMeneii heart, no longer 
aince they must needs see that as prudish, will not now, I hope, give 
well the lady, as the gentleman, the sable turn to every address of 
wanted to be in private. This 'the man she dislikes not. And 
InotiDn had its effect upon the yet she must keep up bo much' 
amorous pair; and 1 was ap-lreaerve, as will justify past in- 
planded ior the cheek given toifleiibilities. "Many and many a, 
ttieir licentiousness. Ipretly soul would yield, weresbB' 

But, upon another occasion of , not afraid that the man she fa-' 
this Mrt, I acted a little more in voured would think the worse oft 
character. For I ventured to , her for it." This is also a part or 
make an attempt upon a bride, the rake's creed, Butshould she 
which I should not have had the, resent ever so strongly, abecau'l 
courage tomake, had not theun- ,not i\ow Vcc»X''"\*i'««-Vs«''™' "*■ 
Mnsbing paesiveneea with which she does, \.\ieTft''r^^*?^'® 
•Ae received her fond busbaud's Vhe i&txu^.^ -i.i«.'3wSa*!a.<i^- 



r whatjl 



' UO 1 

Qi&t in a waj' highly diacredil&ble Great faults &ad great t 
to herself. are often found in the same p 

SniDrdi;, jnaeS-S son. Id nothing ti<-ri/ bad, I 

JvM retained from Doctors' to women: aod did not 01 
Commons. I have been endea- Ihemhegin withme?* 
Touring to get a licence. Very We have held, that womenhL 
true. Jack. I have the mortifica- no souts. I am a verj Turk q 
tiou tofindadifficult7,as thelady this point, and willing tobelieff 
IB of rank and fortune, and as thej have not. Andif so, towhon 
there ia no consent of father or shall I be accountable for wk 
next fiiend, in obtaining this ali- do to them? Nay, if aoula t] 
feUering instrument have^ as there is no sex 

Imade report of this difficulty, ethenala, nor need of any, «. 
"It is very right, she says, that plea can a lady hold of i^jm 
such difficulties shonid be made." done her in her lady-slnte, wb 
— But not to a man of my known there is auendof her lady-sA^r 1 
fortune, snrely, Jack, though the 
woman were the daughter of a 

Tasked, if she approved of the 
settlements? She said, she had 
compared them with my mother's, 

andnadno objectlooto them. She succeeding with this channii^ 
had written to Miss Howe upon trost-piece by love or gentlene»' 

the subject, she owned ■, and to In A copy of the drafts , a« I to' 

form her of our present situa- thee, has been sent to Capta 
tion.* iTomlinson; and that by a spe( ' 

* * * messenger. Engrossments 1 

jDHTnow,inhighgoodhumour, proceedine with. I have bi 
niy beloved returned me the drafts again at the Commons. — Should 1 
of the settlements: n copy of In all probability have procured ( 
which I sent to Captain Tomliu. a licence by Mallory's means, bad i 
son. Shecomplinientedme,"that not Mallory's friend the proctoiL 
she never had any doubt of my been suddenly sent for ' 
honour in cases of this nature." iCheshunt, to make an old k ■*' 

In matters between man and will. Pritchard bas told m<_ 

mail nobody ever had, thou'word of mouth, Ihiughmychaai 

knowest. \sav;him ii(i(,all that was necessatyX 

I had need, thon wilt say, to, for her to know in the letter my] 

have some good qualities. jlord wrote, which I could notshew|1 

jher: and -taken my directionsj 

• Ab this leiier of iha laiiy lo Min about the estates to be made ovez^ 

™»j ha™iiifi'd'frSSriSecVf'Mt' i]o™! ' '" ""^ *"' '"'? nuptials. — Yet, wUI^Lt 
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these favouriible appearances, time, toafaalf-resolulion. Athon- 
coDcedingmomcnt tobefoiindiisaiad agreeable tbinga I have to 
improveabie Icuderness to be aay to her. She is in the dining- 
led. \ I'oom. Just gone up. She alvaiya 

ButneTer, Ibelieve, was there.ezpects me when there. 
troe, BO delicate a modesty iu| # * » 

ahumanmind as in that of this High displeasure! — followed 
ly. And this has been my eecu- ! by an abrupt departure. 
*- all along; and , iu spite of i i ^^t down by her. I took both 
Howesadvicetober.wiUbe Le, ^ands in mine, I would have 
«WI;Bmoe,ifberdehcacybea|it3o. AH gentie my voice. Her 
m, she caniioiiioreoverconi_eifntj,gj mentioned with respect, 
him I Mn my aversion tomatri- Her mother with reverence. Even 
my. Hab.t, habit Jack, seest, her brother amicably spoken of. 
Hinot? mayBabjecti»Bbothto,r ^^^^^ thought I could have > 
aknesses. And should she not 'j^hed so ardently, as I told her 
--chantyforme, aslbavefor j jj^ ^j^h, for a reconciliation 
f^ . - J J .,1. . with her family. 

Twice, mdeed with rapture, , „.„j t^in v lU.. 
ieh »,i. .he c.ll.d rud. , did i ! „t™e.Xrf "S. SeS 

i^.'S^dTh.tj.S."''^**^';": ,, , . 

oSek me again with ha pre-' '{^"'y'j'ee'Ho hmr *?" 
1 .1 ny «'.! enl,,.(y, .nd Capl.m TomUruoa. « "■■■»: 
De notice of the e.™ ifher , P9'"M" '«' \" "='» ">" '"" 

hdrawins " draft of the aettlementa. 

a It polity to .hew .0 open a'l wonld not, how.™ b. under- 

mtmiit fir innoeentlibertie., I "«•'',• ■'? !f°j ."^ .'^ ■ t"' 
"„ inbet .ituation, .he ■nu.ii"M J ,«■'"''".<' «?,P"' ■' 1° >"» 
HnnfnnrivA? uncl. .JDOwer to delay TOj happy 

T£Z':L .k. regents noM-y- %n, when was it to be^ 
iaiory freedoms must be tosl.l'- ^"'"O. "asten BBam to the 
love is an encroacber. Love Commons; and would not return 





never goes backward. Love ii 



i without the Hceuce. 



•Oways -aspiring. Always mu^tl The Lawn I proposed to retita 
aspire. Nothing but the highest ! tOi a« soon as the happy ceremony 
act of love can satisfy an indulced : was over. This day and that day 
love. And what advantages hie I proposed. 

& lover who values not breakingl. It was time enough to name the 
(he peace over his mistress who is. day, when the eetUemeuts were 
IfeUdtouBtokeepiti jcomplcted, and the licence ob- 

Ijjb, have now at this instant tained, Haisw ft\««i4 ^^ ^i«.^ 
Ei^/m7Be;fup,/brthedozeDtb couVd tiio \wai C«^\»:Mi.TiOT^i«»' 
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•on obtain her uncle* s presence pi i- arms wHli indienatioii. I retained 
vcuely. . her rehictant hand. Let me ^, 

A good hint! — It may perhaps said she. / see there is no heevmg 
be improved npon — either for a terms with you. Base eneroaoierl 
delay or a pacifier, > Is this the design of joar flattering 

No new delays for heaven's speeches? Far as matters have 
sake, I besought her; and re*'gone,Iwillforeyerrenoancejoo. 
proached her gently for the past. : Yon have an odious heart Let 
Rame but the day — (an ear/y' me go, I tell you. 
day, I hoped it would be, in the I was forced to obey, and she 
following week) — that I might fltmg from' me, repeating hase^ 
hail its approacn, and number the and adding , flattering encroacher. 
tardy hours. v* * 

My cheek reclined on hershoul- Ik vain h&ye I urged by Dorcas 
der — kissing^ her hands by turns. ; for the piy>'mised favour of diniog 
Bather bashrally than angrily re- ! with her. She would not dine at 
luctant, her hands sought to he' all. She could not, 
withdrawn; her shoulder avoiding But why makes she every inch 
my reclined cheek — apparently ^ of her person thus sacred? — So 
loth, and more loth to quarrel near the time too, that she must 
with me; her downcast eye con- 'suppose, that all will be my own 
fessing more than her lips could , by deed of purchase and settle- 
ntter. Now, surely , thought 1 3 is j ment ? 

my time to tiy if she can- forgive | She hasreadno doubt of the part 
a still bolder freedom than 1 uad of the eastern monarchs, who so- 
ever yet taken, questered themselves from the 

I then gave her struggling eyes of their subjects, in order to 
hands liberty. I put one armjezcite their adoration, when, upon 
round her waist: L imprinted a some solemn occasions, they think 



idss on her sweet lip, with a he 
yiiet only, and an averted face , as 
if she feared anotbey. 
Encouraged by ^og^tl^ a repulse, 



fit to appear in public. 

But let me ask thee , Belford, 
whether (on these solemn occa- 
sions) the preceding cavalcade; 



thetenderest thiifgs, I1sia*id; and here a great officer, and there a 
then with my other hand, drew 'great minister, with their satel- 
aside the handkerchief that con-,fites, and glaring equipages; do 
cealed the beauty of beauties, and | not prepare the eyeft t>f the won- 
pressed with my bumiug lips the iderinsbeholderlt, by^eerees, to 
most charming breast that ever bear toe blaze of canopiea majesty 
my ravished eyes beheld. ! (what though but an ugly old man 




A Bweiif immeai&teiy took place, exttovtet 
Shestruggledont of my encircling^ An^ ^Jtiox)^^xk.^^.m^ ws««^\^wt 
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ber own sake, descend, by deareet^ hapi I should otherwise Uhxe b<?en 
from Qftd^lesjt'hot^ into humanitkJ admitted. 

If it be pH-U that restrains her. Sullen her brow, at hex ftr»t 
ought not that pride to be pu- entrance into the ditiiiiff-rootn. 
niahed? If, as in the eastern But I took no notice ofwTiathad 
emperors, it be art as well as passed, and her auger of ii»eir 
prifUj art is what she of all women subsided. 

need not use. If shame, what a ** The captain , after letting lue 
shame to be ashamed tocommuni- know, that he clic>»e not to «rrit>*, 
cate to her adorer*s sight the till he had the protniMid draft of 
most admirable of her personal the settlements . acciuaints me, 
graces? ' that his friend, Mr. Julin liarlowe, 

Let me perish, Belford, if I in their first conf<*reuce (which 
wonld not forego the brightest was held as soon as h«* got down) 
diadem in the world , for the plea- was eztremel^- surpriM.'(J, and i^veo 
snre of seeing a twin Lovelace at grieved (cur Ae frund h uuuhi U) 
each charming breast, drawing to hear that we mvrv toji tuarriod. 
from it his first sustenance; the I The world, he said, who knew my 
pious task, for physical reasons*, I character, would bu verv ceu- 
oontinoed f or one mouth and no'sorious, were it owui^d. itiat w«; 
more! 'had lived so long toj^fiht^r u«» 

I now, methinks, behold this | married in th«; bame lodgings; 
most charming of women in this : although our marriage w*q t: uow 
■weet office: i&er conscious eve ' to be ever bo publicly cvlcbraU^d. 
now dropt on one, now on the "Ilis nephew James, he was 
other, wit3i a sigh of maierual sure, would utake agical handle 
tenderness, and then raised up to of it against any uiutiov that 
mj delighted e^e , full of wishes | uii^ht U: madt tvw«rd« a imwfu^ 
lor the aake of the pretty varlets, cihaliou ; and with tiie grtsaier 
and for her own aake, that J would sucuebs. as thei-v wa« uut a iaiuily 
dej£3i to legitimate; that J would iu Iht kiugdouj uioi*: >«:4iioiib yt 
ooMeaoend to put on tlic nuptial - fch*:ir iiouuur than tUtu§t." 
fettoa. 'J bit AS tru*: vl tUn jiiu*lowi9ii, 

, ^Wk : tlitn' Itave instni «;|Ul«;d tim- 
UETTKH CXXV. 9" ^*^** fiurluHj^ii' : HUi^ J lia*i: HvtM 

^ , ^. f^.. M^.--t »^, found. tUai al! tft^uny U^^now is 

bupettsiljout and Vou<Jiiv. 

A LCTTsa reoeived itt^uj tii^ wa^ iij my euUenvvuf Iv p^MUiiiU: 

WOIII1J Cajltfiil* 'J OUlliubOl. htotf 

IBfcrowlced tuib iutt ti^. ^4aeaM;.if*«ft ym»»m^t M#fuii««*4t(«i» . m tt %t^ 

i^ IDT lAt^nuibr m/umw tuMi ijet **»*»»* Mfuv i^ii*«ft' ^4Mii4f#«* im * i4»h h * 

« 28 rwnsjp Vo. IV. x^wftbv r.. MUMilhi* ui»^*»rym*- aouyM^ *^ mmMmra S i ^>»%% 
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thia turn npon her for 

reaoIviDg to rob me of herself, 

he came prfporer/lthe appiicationmadebyUickoUi 

and^aa her nncle | succeeded? 

1 read on to Ihefoliowingeffecli 

"Why (asked Mr. Karlowe) 

' ' ' ' ' other imjuiring 



eepeciallf 

to believe , 

hoped ilviaxao'? — But nothing 

earth is bo perveree , as a womt 

when she is set upou carrying 

point, and hae a metk man, i 

one who loves bis peace, to deal 

My beloved was vexed, _. . 
polled out her handkerchief: but 
was more inclined to blame me, 
than herself. 

Had you kept your word, Mr. 
Lovelace, and left me when we 
came to town — and there she 
stopped, for she knew , that it mai 
ber own fault that we were nol 
married before we left the country : 
and bow could I leave her after' 
wardt, uiMle her brnOier was plot- 
ling to earry her n/fbii violence ? 

Nor has this brother yet given 
over his machinations. 

For as the captain proceeds, 
"Mr. John Harlovre owned to him 
^but in confidence) thathisnephew 
IB at this time busied in endea- 
vouring to find out where we are ; 
being assured , (as I am not to be 
heard of at any of my relations, 
or at my usual iodeings) that we 
are together. And that we are 
not married, is plain, as he will 
have it, from Mr. Hicl-man's appli 
catiim to lately made lo her uncle 
and which was seconded by Mrs 
Norton lo her muther. And he, 
brother cannot bear that I should 



ion her for fdouowB 
I rob me of herself, hu I 



fiieud, thatwea> 
that by his niece's woman, wti 
' " ■ know? Who could gii 



enjoysuchatriumphunmolested." t 
Aprofound sigh, and the hand- F 

kerchief again Med to the eye, ■- — , ™- 

^at did not the sweet B<}\x\A^a^ei jetXieiecXMfeAiV'ai'^'A'wwi^'* 



ight _ 
convincing reasons, no doubt ~- 

Here again she wept; took a 

,ru cross the room; then re- 
turned — Read on, says she — 

Will you , my dearest life , read 
it yourself? 

I will take the letter with me, 
by-«nd-bye — I cannot see to read 
it just now, wiping her eyes — 
read on — let me hear it all — 
that: 
upon this le 

The captain then told nncla J 
John, the reasons that induced mt^ 

five out that we were married;;, 
the conditions, on which il, 
beloved was brought to eounttt 
nance it; which had kept us ■ 
punctilious distance. ' 
Blill, Mr. Harlowe < 
jected my character. And w 
away dissatisfied. And the captA 
was also so much conceined , tlr 
he cared not to write what t 
result of his first conference wai 



"But ii 



the I 



bich « 



held on receipt of the drafts, 
the captaii;i'B house, (as the fora 
was, for the greater secresy) wh( 
the old gentleman had read tliei 
and baa the captain's opinion. 1 



»y to perauade nny oilier per- 
a his family to believe bo 
Siblj of the matter, aa be 
■ID willine to believe, were 
to know tliat ve bad lived so 
Dgether nnmnrried. 
bd then the captain eaje, bis 
biend made s proposal:^ 
this - 77,at K-e «h"uOI marry 
'alely, Jul aa priBaiely a> 
e, aa indeed he fimni! we in- 
(fOr he coald have no ob- 
. to the drafts) — Bui, ijel he 
d to have present onf Irusti/ 
>fka own, far his better aulis- 

i I stopped, with a design to 
P7 — but Bhe desiring me to 

^Mi^ I obeyed, 

Sut thai it ihoutti pass to 
«M tivmi!, except In that tntsly 
; h Unuelf, arul In the cop- 
I we wtre married from the 

^^ KellOid lived tngelher in one 
.lOkd that tlm time ahutild be 
ibi agree lailh that of Mr. 
an't application to him from 
rowe." 

9, m; dearest life, said I, is 
cunaiderttte proposal. We 
othiag to do, but to cantion 



charming expedient . 

lu see how much his heart ie 

feconciliation, 

I was the return I met with 

1 have always, as a mark of 

oliteneBs, let me know, how 

t you. think of every one of 

, tbou wilt think, Belford, 
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that I could forgive her for Ihe 

The captain does not know, he 
says, how this proposal wilt be re- 
lished bj us. Hut, for his part, 
be thinks it an expedient that will 
obviate man j difficulties, and'may 

K)ssibly put an end to lUr. James 
arlowe's further designs; and on 
this account he has, bi/ Ihe imcle'n 
adoice, already declared to two 
several persons, by whose means 
'■ may come to that young gentle- 
an's ears, that he [Captain Tom- 
DEon] has very great renson to 
ilieve, Ibnt we were married 
ion after Mr. Hickman's applioa- 
tion was rejected. 

"And this, Mr. Lovelace, (says 
the captain) will enable you to 
pay a compliment to the family, 
that will not be unsuitable to the 
generosity of some of the declara- 
tions you were pleased to make to 
the lady before me (and which 
Mr. JohnUarlowemajmakeaome 
advantage of in favour of a. re- 
conciliation); in that yoa have 
demanded your lady's estate 
ioon as you were entitled to 
make the demand." An excellent 
contriver, surely, she must think 
this worthy Mr, Tomlinaon to be ! 
Bat the captain adds , that if 
ither the lady or 1 disapprove of 
his report of our marriage, be will 
retract it. Nevertheleea, he must 
tell me, that Hr. John flarlowo ia 
very much set upon this way of 
proceeding; as the only one, in 
his opinion , capable of being im- 
i into a general reconcilia- 
But if we do ati^wsRW. W*., 
my liii craft iiaN. 'wi 
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faspend dj daj. tbml he mar be but to mem for &e dqr. Tiki 
aaaioriz^in wbat be saTt, as to ferTcnnj did. Boi (aa I buc^ 
tbe truth of the main fact 'V/ir hare etpe c led ) she icpeatedjar 
c//n«ctVn/i>/<tf e^ y'^o/f man T ^or foBUi c i answer; to wit, that whca 
mjut it be expected, he says, that the aealements vere completed; 
hiET imc!e will take one step to- when the lieenee was actndlj ob- 
wards the wished-for reooneilia- tained: it would be time cnoqdi 
tion tni the toUmrui^j it ojcuaily to name the dajr: and, mr. 
</r^r.** LoTelace, said she, tnrning from 

He adds , ** that he shall be renr me with a grace immitaUy tender, 
vxfii m town on other affairs ; an^ her handkerehief atherejreiildiat 
then proposes to attend ns, and'ahap|Hne9B,ifmydnrmielecoiild 
gjTc us a more particular Jicconnt be prerailed upaf f6 lie per- 
of all that has passed, or shall jsonallj a father, on this oeeasMn, 
fartlier pass, between Mr. Hai'l to iUe'p"or father Ustgiri!' 
lowc and him." j What's the matter with mil! — 

Well, my dearest life , what say j Whence this dew-drop ! — A tear! 
you to your — * '- "' — '' * ^-^ — -^- i l^^:^:-^a — 

.Shall I write 
acquaint him 
jection to itV 

8he was silent for a few minutes. 
At last, with a sigh, See, Mr. 
Lovelace, said she, what yon have 
broujght me to , by treading after 
you m such crooked paths! — See 
what disgrace I hare incurred ! — 
Indeed you have not acted like a 
Wiseman. 

My beloved creature, do you 
not remember, how earnestly I 
besought the honour of your hand 
before we came to town? — Had 
I been then favoured — 

Well, well, sir, — there has 
been much amiss somewhere: 
thafs all I will say at present. 
And since what b passea cannot 
be recalled, my uncle must be 
obeyed, I tiiink. 

Charmingly dutiful! — I had 
nothing then to do , that I might 
not be behind -hand with the 
wortbjr captain and her uncle) 



lovely image was belSHe me« m 
the very attitude she spoke the 
words -^ and indeed aft tiie time 
she spoke them, these lines of 
Shakspeare eame into my head: 

Thy hent is bir* Get thee apart aad 



PsMion, I we, U ratfhhig; — Wormj 

eye. 
Seeing those beads of Borrow stand is 

thiae. 
Begin to water — 

I withdrew, and wrote to the 
captain to the following effect — 
'U denred that he would be so 
good as to acquaint his dear friend, 
that we entirely acquiesced with 
what he had proposied; and had 
already properly cautioned the 
gentlewomen of the house, and 
their servants, as well as our own: 
and to tell him, that if he would in 
person give me the blessing of his 
aear niece*s hand, it wouldcrown 
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I consented j that his own day , an 
Ipresumert i( aonl'l be a th'rt one, 
sbould beoura: that by thiBineans 
the secret would be with fewer 

fersoDs: that I my a elf, aswellasi 
e, thought the ceremony could 
not be too privalely performed; 
and this not oniy for the sake of 
the wise end he bad proposed to 
answer by it , but because 1 woald' 
not have Lord M. think himself 
alighted; since that nob lemiin , an 
I had told him [the captain] had 
once iotended to be our nuptial! 
father; and actually roads the! 
offer; but that we had declined 
to accept of it, and that for no! 
otberreason than toavoidapnblic 
wedding; which his beloved niece 
would not come into, while she 
vraB in disgrace with her frieuda 
— but that if he chose not to do 
us this honour, 1 wished that cap- 
tain TomlinsDnmiglit be the truaty 
peraon whom he would hnvo to he 
present on the happy occasion." 

1 shewed this letter to my fair- 
one, ^lie was not displeased with 
it. So, Jack, we cannot now move 
t«o last, as to settlements and 
licence: thedaj iaher "Hc^'sdo^, 
or Cisplain Timtinnon's, perfiaps, 
as shall best suit the occasion. 
Miss liowc's amnggliug-echemc ia 
now EureJy provided against in all 

But I will- not by anticipation 
make tlice a judge of all the bene- 
fita that may flow from this .my 
elaborate contrivance. Why will 
these girls putmeuponmyinaj((er- 
atrukeif 
L And now for a little mine which 
Bam getting ready tosprin^. The 



first that I have sprung, and at 
the rate I go on (now a resululion, 
and now a remorse) perhaps the 
last that I shall attempt to spring. 

A fit«/f mine, call it. iiutitmay 
be attended with great effects, I 
shuU not, however, absolutely 
depend upon the aucceas of it, 
having much more effectual ones 
inreserve. Aiidyetgreatengines 
are often moved by small springs. 
A Utile Bpark falling by accident 
into a powder-magazine, has done 
more execution in a siege than an 
buudred caunon. 

Come the worst, the hymeneal 
Uirch, and a irhite sheet, must be 
my amende honorable, as the 
French have it. 



Tuesdiy, Jana 6. 

Unsitccesstul as hitherto laj 
application to you has been, I 
caunotforthe heart of me forbear 
writing once more in hehaif of this 
admirable woman: and yet am 
unable to account for the zeal 
which impels me to take her part 
with an eanicetnees so sincere. 

But all her merit thou acknow- 
ledgest; all thy own vilenesa thou 
confesaest, and even gloriest in 
it: .what hope then of moving ao 
hardeiicd a man? — Yet, as it ia 
not too late, and thou art never- 
theless upon the criua, I am re- 
solved to try what another letter 
will do. It is but, my writing in 
vain, ifitdonogpod; andifthon 
wiU let me ^taveil, Ifcosm "Aua^ " 
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wilt hereafter think me richly; Howdi£ElereutiBthee«8eof this, 
entitled to thy thanks. fine woman firom that of ainr other 

To S£gae with thee would be whom thon hast sedaeedl -— I 
folly. The case cannot require need not mention to thee, noria- 
it. I will only enireat thee, there- sist npon the striking difference: 
fore, that thou wilt not let such an justice, gratitudeP, tny interttt 
excellence lose the reward of her thy tows, all enga^finethee; ana 
vigilant virtue. thou certainly loymg ner, as fkr 

I believe there were never liberti- as thou art capable of love , above 
nes so vile, but purposed , at some all her sex. She not to be drawn 
future period ot their lives, to set aside by art, or to be made to 
about reforming; and let me beg sufier from credulity, nor for want 
of thee, that thon wilt, in this of wit and discernment (that will 
great article, make thy future re- be another cutting refleetion to so 
pentance as easy, as some time fine a mind as hers): theconten- 
nence thou wilt wish thou hadst tion between you only nneqnd, 
made it | as it is between naked innocence- 

If thou proceedest*, I have no and armed guilt In every thii^ 
doubt, that this affair will end else, as thou ownest^ her tcdenti 
tragically , on^ way or other. It g^atly superior to thine! — Whit 
must. Such a woman must inter- a fate will hers be, if thou art not 
est both gods and men in her at last overcome by thy reiterated 
cause. But what I most ap- remorses! 

prebend, is , that with her own j At first, indeed, when I was ad- 
hand, in resentment of the perpe- mitted into her presence* (and 
trated'outrajse, she (like another till I observed her meaning air. 
Lucretia) will assert the purity of and heard her speak) I supposea 
her heart: or, if her piety pre- that she had no very nncommflB 
serve her from this violence , that judgment to boast of: for I mada^ . 
wasting grief will soon put a as 1 thought, but jci«f allowanow 
period to her days. And in either for her blossoming youth , andftr 
case, will not the remembrance of that loveliness oi person , and ftr 
thy ecer-during guilt, and transi- that ease and elegance in bflr 
Z'^ry triumph, be a torment of tor- dress, which I imagined mttt 
ments to thee? have taken up half her time and 

'Tis a seriously sad thing, after study to cultivate; and yet|I hid 

all , that so fine a creature should been prepared l^ thee to enlflr 

have fallen into such vile and re- tain a very high opinion of bflr 

morseless hands: for, from thy sense and her reading. Herchoiefl 

cradle , as I have heard thee own, of this gay fellow, upon mA ■ 

thou everdelightedst to sport with hazardous terms, (thought I) iia 

Ao^formeot the animal, whether confirmation that her wif wairir 

bird or beaat , that thou \ove^t<, VkBA> \&AX:Qr^ ^hich only fwrn 

Mad badat a power over. v * %Mb^.nGfl^« 



Clarissa baslowg. 



^ 



And txptrieaee can Kire it. Her 
fmotoiedge (ftrgaed 1 to myself) 
miiat be all thennj: and the com- 
plajsaiice erer coDBOrCuig with an 
■ge so greeo aad bo gay, will 
make so iaexperieneed a laiiy at 
le«st forb«ar to ahew herself i/i':'- 
gutleii at freedoms of discoutse id 
whiob thoae present of her owu: 
■ex, and eomu of ours (so kanied, 
•o wdl tend, aiid so travelled) 
aUoit themselves. 

lu this preaumptioQ , 1 ran on, 
and having the advantage, as 1 
ceaceitcd, of alltbecorajjanjbut 



raised the sabiects that she coutd 
joinio. and which sherii'^i joinin, 
BO mncn to the coDfusioa and sur- 
prise of every one of i 
even thou, Lovelace, so noted for 
smart wit, repartee, anda . ._ 
raillery, that delightetb all who 
come near thee.sattestin palpable 
< darkness, and iookedst about thea, 

Uneinstanceonlyof this, aball 
I remind theo of? 

We talked of icit. and of ml, and 
aimed at it, bandving it like a boll 
and resting 






yon, and being desitoui to appear , it chiefly with thee , who werl 
uahereyea a mighty clever fellow, 'ways proud enough and i 
1 tboagbtl xhirtBeil ruvai/, when l|enoiighof theattribute; andtbea 
■aid any fuotish tlunga that had, more especially as thou hadst as> 
more sound than sense in them; auiubted as, as far as I know, prin- 
«iid whealmadesillyjesta, which|cipalljr to shew the lady thy su- 
■ttr«eted the smiles of thy Sin-[periority over us: and ua thf 
elair and thvBpeciouBPartineton: I triumph over her. And then Tonr- 
asd that Miss Harlowe did not.ville (who is always satisfied with 
■mile too, I thought was owing to wit at seond-Aand; wit upon me- 
her youth or affectation, or to a mory; other men's wit) repeated 
mixture of both, perhaps to a some verses as applicable to the 
greater command of her features. I subject; which two of us ap- 
— Uttledreamtl, that! was in- plauded, though full of d'lui^mi- 
aumnghercontemjit all the time. |lenr/;'e. Thou, seeing the lady's 
But when, as I said, i heard her ' serious air on one of ihOBe repeti- 
■peak, which she did not till Bhe|tions, appliedst thyself to her, de- 
MdfatfaODiedusaU; wbeul beard'siring her notions of wit: a qua- 
ber sentimeuts on two or three. lity, thousaidBt, which every one 
•objects, and took noUce of that prized, whether flowiog from him- 
•earehing eye, darting into the self or found in another. 
very inmost cells of our frothyi Then it was that she took oU 
brains: by my faith, it made me|oar attention. IC was a qualitjr 
look aoout me; and 1 began to much talked of, shesald, but, she 
xecoUeet and be ashamed of all I believed, very little uuderatoOd. . 
bad »aid before; in short, was Atleast, if shemight besofreeaa 
TMOlved to BitBilent,tjll every one to give her judgment of it from 
tatd talked round, to keep my wbiit hiid pasied in tbe present 
fUlyincoUuteuaiice. Aodthenl couveraatioa, sh^uust ^a.-^v^^^'*^ 

Ctorw/o, W. 
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wit with mpn was one thing; with the same hmrmon^ of roice and 
women another. aecent, emphatiealij decided 

This startled us ail: — how the upon it. 
women looked ! - how theyporsed in,, n^^ « hmiriMt wne, 
in their mouths ! A broad smile : Uaic«s to vinme's prop it join, 
the moment before, upon each,J^f™«».V^\**'''^^**^^5^'l^ 

4^/v.n «kA «.«-«. *u2^ iTmA W(^»i T**® »' ^^^ beauteous leayes and plea- 

Irom the yerses they had beard. .ant fruit be ctowum, 

repeated, so well understood, as' it Uee defomM aad rottlJig en the 

we saw, W their looks! While I 
besought her to let us know, for 
our instruction, what wit was with 
wo^en; for such I was sure it uitgbt 
to be with men. 

Cowley, she said, had defined it 
prrettily by negatiyes. Thou de- 
siredst her to repeat his definition. 

She did; and with so much 
graceful ease >uid beauty, and 
propriety of accent, as woula have 
made bad poetry delightful. 

A thousand diffrent shapes it bears; 
Comely in ttionsflnd shapes appears. 
*TiK not a tale, *tis not a.jc»t, 
Admir'd with laughter at a feast. 
Nor /lirid talk, which must this title 

gain: 
The proofs of wit for ever must remain. 
Much less can that have any place 
At which a virgin hidc-s her face 
Such dross the nre must purge away: — 

*Tisjust 
The author blush there, where the reader 
must. 

Here she stopped, looking 
round her upon us all with con- 
scions superiority, as I thought 
Lord f how we stared 1 Thou at- 
temptedst to give us thy definition 
of wit, that tliou mightest have 
something to say, and not seem 
to be surprised into silent mo- 
desty* 

But , a« if she cared not to trust 
thee with the subject, referring to 
the same author as for his more 



If thou recollectest this part of 
the oonversatioD, and how fike 
fools we looked at one another; 
how much it pat us out of ooneeit 
with ourselves, and made osfear 
her, when we found our conver- 
sation thus excluded from the 
very character which our yanity 
bad made us think unquestion- 
ably ours: and if thou profitest 
properly by the recollection, thou 
wilt be of my mind, that there is 
not so much wit in wickedness iu 
we had flattered oarselvsa there 
was. 

And after all, I have t^een -of 
opinion ever since thjot conversa- 
tion , that the wit of aU the rakes 
and libertines I ever conversed 
with, from the brilliant Bob Love- 
lace , down to little Johnny fiar- 
top the punster, consists mostly an 
saying bold and shocking thines, 
with such courage as shall mi&e 
the modest blush, the impudent 
laugh, and the ignorant stare. 

And why dost thou think I men- 
tion these things. 80 mal-k-propos, 
as it may seem ! — Only, let me 
tell tbee, as an instance (among 
many that mi^ht. be given from 
the same evening's conversation) 
of this fine woman's superiority 
iu those talents which ennoble 



poMitive deoigiou she thus, wLtii\u&\.\n^^ «aA ^ck^V^ v^t ^ms. — 
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Bridencednot onlj to each of US, mteniied, how mnch sooner would 

uweoffeoded, but to the flippant death behercboice,thansodread- 
Partington, and the grosaer but ful n.situationl~~"Andhoweffec- 
egregiouslj hypocriti^ Sinclair, tutilly would her $tor;, wer6 it 
ja tbe correcling eye, the dis- generally known, warD all the sel 
Gouraging blusli, in which was ag.iinst throwing tbeui selves into 
mixed as much displeasare aa the power of ours, let our vows, 
modcBty., and BOmutimes, as the oatbs, and pro tc station b be what 
occasion called for it, (for we were , thcT will I " 
KHae of us hardened above the! But let me beg of theo, uutu 
a of fceliug 'Wi co/e reproof) more, my dear Lovelace ( if thou 
the sovereign contempl, haat any regard for thine own 
luingled nith a disaaiiiful kind of honour, for tlie honour of thy fa- 
pity, thatahewedat once her own mily, for thy future peace, or for 
bonscioDS worth, and our deajiic- my opinion of thee, (who yet 
able worthleesncas, pretend not to be so much moved 

OLovelacel wtiat then was tbe by principle, as by that dazzling 
^riumpb, even iu my eye, and merit which oiiglit still more to 
irhat 18 it still upon reSection , of attract lliee) to he prevailed upon 
true modesty, of ims wit, and — to bo — lo bel'iimiix, that'aall 
Mi* politeness, over frothy jest, — only, that thou wouldest not 
taughing jmpertiuenm, and nn disgrace our eommon humanity 1 
abecenity bo shameful, even to Hardened sb thou art, 1 know 
^he guilty, that they cannot hint that they are the abandoned 
A it but under a double meaning! people in tbe bouse who keeplhee 

Then, as thou hast somewhere up to arosolutionagainst her. U 



Obaerved,*^ all her correctives that the sagacious fair-one (i 
liniwed by tier eye. Not poorly, eo much innocent charity in her 
iks the generality of her sex, own heart) had not so resolutely 
^.jfibcticg ignorance of meanings held thoae women at distance I — 
too obvious to be concealed; but That, as she btiarded there, sha 
•O resenting, aa to shew each im- had oftener tabk-d with tnern' 
pudent laughter the offence given specious as thev are, in a week'. 
O, and taken by, a purity, that time,Bbewould nave seen througb 
nd mistaken its way, when it fell them; they oould not have been 
iato Buch company. always so guarded , ns ihcy were 
Such is the woman, such is the when Uiey saw her but seldom, 
kngel, whom thou hast betrayed audwhenttiey;)rf/iuredtbemBelveS 
fnto thy power, and wouldst de- to eee her; and she would have 
""iveandruin. — Swcetcrealurel fled their houBe aa a plai " 
d she but know bow she is sur- fected. And yet, perhaps, 
Ktuided, (as 1 then thought, as so detei'mined an cnterpn? — 
' ' ' J discos ■ . . . 
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, I loiow that thon art|Dice {in thy a child to witness to their foolish 
loves. But are there not hondreds actions , and more foolish expres- 
of women, who, thonsh not nt- sions? Js this deified passion, in 
terly abandoned, would be taken its greatest altitudes, fitted to 
with thee for mere perianal re- stand the day? Do not the loyersi 
gards! Malie a toy, if thou wilt, when mutual consent awaits their 
of principle with respect to such wills, retire to ceverts, and to 
of the sex as regiurd it as a toy; darkness, to complete their 
but ioi> not an an^el of those wishes? and shall sucn a sneaking 
purities, #hich, in her own opi- passion as this, which can be so 
nion, constitute the difference be- easily gratified by viler objects^ 
^een angelic and brutal qua- be permitted to debase the' 
lities. noblest? 

With regard to the passion it- ' Were not the delays of thy rile 
self, ^e less ofsoul in either man purposes. owing more to the awe^ 
or woman, the more sensual are which her majestic virtue has in- 
they. Thou, Lovelace, hast a spired thee with, than to thy want| 
soul, though a Corrupted one; and of adroitness in villany, [I mmt 
art more intent (as thou even write my free sentiments in tbis^ 
gloriest) upon the preparative case; for have I not seen the 
stratagem, than upon the end of angel?] I should be ready to cen- 
conquering. sure some of thy contrivances anci 

-See we not the natural bent of pretences to suspend the i^'xpected* 
idiots and the crazed? the very day, as/nV^, .<(ra/^, and(toin}e^wh6 
appetite is hody; and wheh.twe knowthy intention) /}<>«>r,;aiid too! 
ourselves are most fools, and often resorted to, as nothing 
crazed, then are we most eager comes of them, to be gloried in;' 
in these pursuits. See what fools particularly that of Meniiel, the 
this passion makes the wisest vapourish lady, and tbe^ ready- 
men! what snivellers, what do- ' furnished bouse. 
tard9,when they suffer themselves j She must have thought so too, 
to be run away with by it! — An at times, and in her heart despisedj 
unpemianent pa,mon! Since, if thee for them, 6r love thiera (un-' 
(ashamed of its more prf/p^ name)' ffrateful as thou art!) to her mis-* 
we must call it hve , love grcuified^ Fortune: as well as entertain hope 
is love satisfied — and love saliffied, against probability. But this. 
is indifference begun. And this is would afford another warning to 
the case where Cf/n^en/ on one side the sex, were thejr to know her 
adds to the obligation on the story; '^as it would shew them 
other. What then but remorse what poor pretences they most 
can follow a, forcible attempt? [seem to be satisfied witli, if once 
I>o not even chaste lovers chuse they put themselves into the 
U> be alone in their courtship pre- poviet oli^d^^x^wva^man," 
parafy'ons, ashamed to have even li inul oi^-^ ^^ ^^ ^'«^^^ ^ 
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B ihy pretence,* enougli. wish to have recourse i 



that 



vutue and vigilance. But I put thee upon what thon callest 
lew thee too well, toeipect, at thj marley-alriil'ea. 
e tiint, that thou woulaest slop Uut whatever be tfaj' detennl- 
ere. " Ueo of our cnet put no nation on tliis head ; and if 1 write 
ber boaud to their views upon'not in time, but that thon hast 
Lj-of thesei, than what want of, actually pulled o3 the mask', let 
iwer compels them to put." I'it not beoueof thy deviee8,ifthou 
lew that from one advantage vrouldest avoid the cursesof every 
lined, thonwouldeat proceed to heart, and hereafter of thy own, 

1 . — -t... .i.i.__ L_i.:..._i td give her, no not for one hour, 

(be her resentment ever so great) 
into the power of that villauOQB 
noman, who has, ifpoaaible, less 



ttempt I 



thy 



Thy habitual 
wed-lock, too well 1 
Dew; and indeed thou avowest 
ly hope to bring het to cihibiia- 
nn, in. that very letter in which 
loa pretendeet fiial to be thy 
irinctpal view.** 
fiat do not even thy 
nent a:iil involaatary 
ben (liou hast time, place. 
my, '*aA every other ci 
Knee,, to favour thee i 
ieked design, convince tbee,that 
Kic can be no room for a hope 
Bomptuous? Why then, ain 
u wouldest chuae to mairy her 
ttber than lose her, wilt tliou 
flkeherhatethec for ever? 
Uut if thou dnrest to meditate 
Wiuinal trial, and art siuccJ 
{V rcaolution to reward hei , 
ie behaves in it, let me beseech 
e to remove her from this vile 
we. That will be to give ber 
d thy conscience fsir play. " 
itirely now does the swee 
^"d excellence depend upon her 
,ioBed happier prospects, that 
i needcat not to fear that she 
II fly trora thee , or that abe will 
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remorse than thyself: and whoee 
tvaiU it is to break the rcsisUng 
spirit,aud utterly to ruin the heart 
unpractised in evil. Lovelace 
Lovelace, bow many dreadfm 
atoriea could this horrid woman 
tell the sex! And shall that of a 
Clariasa swell the guilty list? 

But this I might have spared. 
Of this, devil as thou art, thon 
can St not be capable. ThonconldBt 
not enjof ft triarapb ao di^raeefiil 
to thy wicked pride, as well as to 

Shouldest thou think, that the 
melancholy apectacle hourly be- 
fore me haa mude me more aeriooa 
than usual, perhaps thou wilt not 
be mistaken. But nothing more 
is to be inferred from hence, (were 
I even to return to my fonnei 
courses) but that whenever the 
time of cool reflection comes, 
whether brought on by our awn 
disasters, or by thoae of others, 
ihall undoubtedly, if capable 
of thought, and if we lift.i^ ^assis^ 
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as to disbelieve a fdtaritj, or to 

think, whatever be onr practice, 

that we came hither by chance, 

and for no end but to do all the 

mischief we have it in our power 

to do. Nor am 1 ashamed to own, 

that in the prayers which my poor in procuring this plaguy licence. 

uncle makes me read to him in the * »— ^ .. . _ . ,, i . 

absence of a very good clergyman 

who regularly attends him, I do 

not forget to pat in a word or two 

for myself. 

If, Lovelace, thou laughest at 
me, thy ridicule will be more con- 
formable to thy actions than to 
thy belief. — Devils believe and 
tremblef Canst thou be more 
abandoned than they ? 

And here let me add, with re- 
gard to my poor old man, that 1 
often wish thee present but for 
one half hour in a day, to see the 
dregs of a gay life running off in 
the most excruciating tortures, 
that the colic , the stone , and tlie 
surgeon's knife can unitedly in- 
flict, and to hear him bewail the 
dissoluteness of his past life, in the 
bitterest an^ish ofa spirit every 



LETTEB cxxyir* 

ICr. Lovelace to John Belferd, Eff^* 

Taeadaj, aftemoon, JTime 6. 
Difficulties still to be got over 



I ever hated, and ever shall hate, 
these spiritual lawyers, and their 
court 

And now, Jack, if I have not se« 
cured victory^ I have a retreat. 

But hold — thy servant with a 

letter. — 

« « « 

A confounded long one, "though 

not a narrative one. — Once more 

in behalf of this lady I Lie thee 

down, oddity! What canst thou 

write that can have force upon me 

at this crisis? — And have I not, 

as I went along, made thee to say 

all that was necessary for thee to 

say? 

» » * 

Tet once more, I will take thee 
up. 

Trite ^ stale,. poor (sayestthou) 
are some df my contrivances? that 



hour ezpectmg to be called to its 'of the widow particularly. — I 
last account. — Yet, by all his! have no patience with thee. Had 
confessions, he has not to accuse 'not that contrivance its effect at 



himself, in sixty-seven years of 
life, of half the vei'v vile enormities, 
which vou and I have committed 
in the last seven only. 



the time, for a procrastination?^ 
And had I not then reason to fear, 
that the lady would find enough 
to make her dislike this house? 



I conclude with recommending And was it not right (intending 

tio your serious considerationall 1 what I intended) to lead her on 

have written, as proceeding from from time to time, with a notion, 

the heart an,d soul of, that a house of her own would be 

Your assured friend ready for her soon , in order to in- 

J. BsLFOBn.jduce her to continue here till it 

\ Trite ^ alale ^ wA "^ow\ — ^""^^ss^ 
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art ft lillj fellow, and no judge, thee think, that t do not knov my 

when thouBayeel this. HaiiI not, inenk piacea. I have formerljr 

like a blockhead, revealed to tbec, 'told thee, that it ib di£Gault for the 

ulvvtil alimfi.thete.ceelpnrpoBes jiblrsL general tosay whatheuji'W 

ofmy heart, but had keijt all in, do, or what he can do, when he is 

till the event had eKplainnd my obhged to regulate his motionabr 

uysterieB, I would have defied those of a watchful " * 

theeto have been able, anymore thougiveat diteweigl 

thanthelady, to have guessed at slderatioii, thou wil 

irhatwaato befal her, till it had that I should make many marches 
.etually come to pass. Nor doubt land countermarches, some of 
, in this case, that instead of .which may appear to a slight ob-L 

preHumiug to reflect upon her for , server unneci'saary. 

credulity, a» Inmug me In hei- this- But let me cursorily enter iutar , 

farlfine,a.ndfoTh'pingaqaiii!tpia-\ debate witli thee on this subject,:. 
'kMHiij, thouwouldest have been now I am within sight of myjonr^ 

'rtadierbyfar, to cemure her foriney'send. 

nicety and over-scrupulousDess. '■ Abondance of imperlinenb 
,4iid,letmetellthce,thal]iadElic|things tliou tellest me in thia 

lAved me as I wished her to love letter; some of which tbouhadst 
she could not possibly have | from myself; others that I knew 

uBcu 80 very apprehensive of my; before. ' 

deMgns, nor so ready to be in-| All that thou sayest in thi» 

flnenced by Miss Howe's pre- charming creature's praise, ial 

cautions, as she has always been, 

although my general character 

made not for me with her. 

Bat in thy opinion, 1 suSer for 

.tfiat simplicity in m^- contrivances, 

'which is their principal excellence. 

3[a machinery make 1 necessary. 

No unnatural flights aim 1 at. Ail 

parenatnre, taking advantage of 

natare, as nature tends; and bo 

simple my device^, that when they 

are known, thou, even Ikiiii 
st, thou oouldest have 

„ of the same. Andiudeed 

tbou seemest to nwn, that the 

j|i^tthouputtest upon them, is 

owing tomy letting thee into them 

beforehand — undistinguisbing, 

aa well as ungrateful as thou art I 
Yet, after all, I would not have 



ject. 

Ilervirtue,lierreaiatanee,whicU 

are her meiil-i, are my slimiitalives. 
Have I not told thee bo twenty' 
times over? 

Devii, as these girls betweOBi 
tbem callmc, what of devil am I, 



but 11 






f la 






adevil, than others, 

eml I aim at; for when I have 
riedmypoiut, itis still but oni 
duction. And 1 have perhapsi 
been spared the guilt of man;/ se- 
ductions in the time. I 
What of uucouimoo would theial 
be in this case, but for her watch- 
fulueoaV — Ah welt as L lava voi 
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trigneandstnifarem, dost think, put forth in her, to eneoonge and 
that Ihad not raSier have gained meet his flame. For my own part; 
mj end with less troaUe and less I have been always decent in the 
goilt ? I eompsny of woinen, till I was ntrs 

The man , Jet me tell thee, who : of them. Nor have I ever offered 
is as wicked as he can be, is ti'tt great offence, till I have found 
worse -man than 1 am. Let me Utile ones passed over; and that 
ask any rake in England, if, re- they shunned me not, when they 
solving to carry his point, he knew my character, 
wonld have been so long about itj I My divine Clarissa has poxiled 
or have had »o much compunction^ me, and beat me oat of my play: 
as I have had?* I at one time , I hoped to overcome 

Were every rake, nay, were by tntimidattng her: at another by 
every man, to sit down, as I do, : love; by the amoroos itee-sawy asl 
and write all that enters into hisi have called it.* And I have onfy 
head , or into his heart, and to ac- 1 to join surprise to the other .two, 
cose himself with equal fireedom'ana see what can be done by all 



and truth, what an army of mis- 
creants should I have to keep me 
infconntenance! 

It is a maxim with some, that if 
thc^ are left alone with a woman, 
and make not an attempt upon 
her, she will think herself affronted 
— are not such men as these worse 



three. 

And whose property, I pray 
thee, shall I invade, if Jpursaemy 
schemes of love and vengeance? 
Have not those who have a right 
to her, renounced that right?. Hate 
not they wilfully exposed her fo 
dangen? Tet must know^ tint 



than I am? What an opinion nrast such a woman would becoiiBidered 
they have ofthe whole sex! las lawful prize, by as idaiqr as 

Let me defend the sex I so | could have the opportunity to al- 
dearlylove. Iftheseeldcrbrethren' tempt her? — And had they not 
of ours think they have genend.'thus cruelly exposed her, is shenot 
reason for their assertion, they^&mtgle woman f And need Itcill 
must have keptverybadcompany,' thee, Jack, that men of our cast, 
or must judge of women*s hearts the best of them, [the worst stick at 
by their own. She must be an nothing] think it a great ^raee and 



abandoned woman, who will not 
shrink as a snail into its shell, atja 
gross and svulden attempt. A 
modest woman must be naturally 
coldj reserved^ssid shy. She cannot 

, be so much, and so soon affiected, as 
libertines are apt to imagine. She 
must, at least f have some confi- 
deacein the honour and silence of 

s msa before detdre can possibly 



favour done to the married men, 
if they leave them their wives to 
themselves; and compound for 
their sisters, daughters, wards, 
and nieces! Shoddng as these 
principles must be to a reflecting 
mind, yet such thou knowest are 
the principles of thousands (who 
would not act ao generously i us I 
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( hATe acted by almost nil of the 
— overwhom I liave obtained a 
er) ; and as often cari'ied inta 
pnwtice, as their opporttmiliesoi 
aoorage will permit. Such there- 
fore have no right to blame me. 

Tbou repeatedly pleadest her 
mfferiDga from her family. But I 
have too often answered this plea, 
to need to say uiy more now, than 
that she baa not suffered for ^ 
takr. For has she not been made 
the victim of the malice of her 
rapacioufl brother and envious 
■iater, who only waited for an oc- 
casion to ruin her with her other 
relations; and took this qs /Ac /fr^r 
todrive her out of the house; and 
aait happened, intomyarma? — 
Tbou- knowest how much againul 
itr ineiinaliiin. 

A*for heri>u'n sine, how many 
ku th« dear creature to answer 
for to /ni-B and to me! — Twenty 
timea, and twenty times twenty 
has she not told me, that she re-l 



Jack I what a night had I 

the bleak coppice adjoining to her 

■" " ' paddock 1 — my linen 



to hold a pen ; and that obtained 
by rubbing the skin off, and hj 
beating with my hands my shiver- 
ingaides! Kneeling on the hoar 
moss on one knee , wriling on the 
other, if the stitF scrawl conld be 
called wrilingi My feet by the 
time I had done, seeming to have 
taken root, sod actually unable to 
support me for some minutest 
Love and rage then kept tny heart 
in motion, [and only love and rage 
could dnitj or how muehmore than 
lrfj(( suffer, must I havesufferedl 
I told thee, at my melancholy 
turn, what were jthe contents of 
theletter J wrote*. Andlsbewed 
thee afterwards, her tyrannical 
to it**, 'i'hou, then, Jack, 
lovedst thy fi-iend; and pitiedst 
the odious Solmes in fa-ithy poor suffering Lovelace, Even 
Your lu uie? and as often has she the affronled god of love approved 
not offered to renounce me for the then of my threatened vengeance 
linglelife, if the implacubles would against the fair promiaer; though 
hare received her on that condi-lnow with thc<', in the day of my 
tion? — Uf what repetitions doe8!power,forgetfulof thenightof my 
^Iby weak pity makcmeguiltyl sufferings, he is becomeanadvo- 
J To look a liltle further back; cate for ber. 

Canst thoa forget what my suffer- j Nay, was itnotShe himself that 
pgawerefromthiBhaughtybeauty [brought to me my adorable JW 
Intbewhole time of my attendance (fleKw; and bothjtogether put me 
1 ber proud motions, in tlielupon this very vow, "that I would 
ieus of flarlowe Place, and at j never rest till I had drawn in tbia 
Ebfl Little White Hart at Neale, as goddess- daughter of the Harlowes 
vealledit? — Didlnot threaten to cohabit with me; and that in 
geance upon her then (and had | the face of all their proud family I'^ 
t reason?J,for disappointing , 6»,'jo\A.i,.'as. ^ 

Kofaptoiauedutteivieyti \ » i^a^.^.«v 
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Nor eanst thou forget this yow. be not a good man ^ and if he be of 
— At this instant I have thee be- a warlike temper, bat must do a 
fore me, as then thou sorrowfully thousand times more mischief than 
lookedst. Thy strong features I. And why? Because he has it 
glowing with compassion for me ; in his power to do more, 
thy lips twisted ; thy forehead fur • { An honest man , perhaps thou'lt 
rowed; thy whole face drawn out say, will not wish to have it in his 
from the stupid round into the power to do hurt fie ovght not, 
ghastly oval; every muscle con- let me tell him: for, ifhe have it, a 
tributing its power to complete thousand to one but it makes him 
the aspect grievous; and not one, both wanton and wicked. 



word couldst thou utter but amen 
to my vow. • 

And what of distinguishinglove, 



In what, then, am I so singularly 
vile? 
In my contrivances, then wilt 



or favour, or confidence, have I, say, (for thou art my echo) if not 
had from her since, to make me inmy proposed end of them. 



forego this vow? 
' I renewed it not, indeed, after-. 
Tfards; and actually, for a lonff 
season, was willing to forget it; till 
repetitions of the same faults re- 
vived the- remembrance of the 
former. And now adding tothose 
the contents of Aome of MissHowe*s 
virulent letters, so lately come at, 
what canst thou say for the rebel, 
GOQsistbent with thy loyalty to thy 
friend ? 

Every man to. his genius and 
constitution. Hannibal was called 



How difficult does every man 
find it, as well as I, to forego a 
predominantpassioni I have three 
passions that sway me by tnms; 
all imperial ones. Love, revenge,, 
ambition, or a desire of con(]ue8t. 

As to this particular contrivance 
of Tomlinson and thenncle, which 
perhaps thou wilt think a black 
one: that had been spared^ had 
not these innocent ladies put me 
upon finding a husband for their 
Mrs. Townsend: that device, 
therefore, is, but a preventive 



the father of warlike stratagems, one. . Think est thou, that I could 
Had Hannibal been a private man^.! bear to be outwitted ? And may 



and turned his plotting head 
against the other sex; orlhad been 
a general, add turned mine against 
such of my fellow-creatures of my 
etan, as I thought myself entitled 
to : consider as my enemies^ be- 
cause they were born and lived in 
a • different climate; Hannibal 
would have done less mischief; 
Lovelace more. — That would 
/tare been the difference. 



not this very contrivance save 
world of mischief? for dost thou 
think, I would have tamely given 
up the lady to Townsend*s tars? 
. What meanest thou , except to 
overthrow thy own plea, when 
thou ULjeBt.that men of our cast 
know no other bound to their wicked-^ 
nesi, but ^ant of poller ; yet know- 
est this lady to be m mine ? ■ 
EnougK^ vayeet thou^ have I tried- 



Not a sorerei^ on. earth , if lie\(Ja8 paragon of wriue. ''S.^'v. wi\Va 
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ive not fried her at all ~ bUI 
re been doing, Is but preparat, 
■^ it-iai. 
lut thou art concenie'l for the 
[OS that I may have recourse to 
he trial, and for my veracity, 
"illy fellow! — Did ever any 

; think est thou, deceive a i — 

I, but at the eipenae of his 

ty? how, otherwise, can he be 

to 'hceivei 

B to the mearu, thou dost not 
jinethat lezpectar/iVecf con- 
t. My maiD bope is but in a 
dingrelootance; without which 
ill bo. sworn, whatever rapes 
« been attempted, none ever 
e CMnmitted, one person to 
-person. A od good Queen Hesa 
England, had she been living, 
.appealed to, would have de- 
red nerseif of my mind. 
\ wonld not be amiss for the 
' to know, what our opinions 
rTipon this subject. I love to 
•n them. I wbh no man to 
seed with them but myself, I 

Iheeonce, that rtiiwiiA a rote, 
J no( o rake's friend* 
houBByest, that I ever hated 
lock. JVnd true thou sayest. 
I jel iw true, when thou tellest 
itaatlwimldrnllier marry than 
tlhie ladi/. And will she delest 
pr wer, thinkest thou , if I try 
, Bud succeed not? — Take 
I — take care. Jack!— Seest 
■ not, that tboti wBraeat me, 
il do not try without resolving 
Snquer? ' ^ 

toiuflt add, that I have forsome 
" been cojivinccd , that I have 

I wroKg-, to seribbie to thee eo 



freely as I have done (and the 
moreaD,ifI make the lady legally 
mine); for haa not every letter I 
have written to thee, been a bill of 
indictment against myself V I may 

rartly curse my vanity for it; and 
think 1 will retrainfor thefuture ; 
for thott art really very im- 
pertinent. 

A (/oo'l roan , I own , might urge 
Diany of the things thou urgesl]: 
but, by my soul, they come very 
anfcwardly from thee. And thoQ 
must be sensible, that I can answer 
every tittle of what thou writest, 
upon the foot of the maxims ire 
have tony lieid and pursued. — By 
thespecimenabove, thou wilt see 
that I can. 

And pry 'thee tell mo, Jack, what 
but thislhat follows would have 
been the epitome of mine and my 
beloved's story, after Ven year* 
colinbiiatiim, had I never written to 
thee upon the subject, and had I 

■ been my own accuser. 
Itohert Lovelace, a notorious 
an- eater, makes his addresses 
in an honourable nay to Mies 
Clarissa Harlowe; a young lady 
of the highest merit — fortunes on 
both sides out of the question. 

"After encouragement given, 
he is insulted by her violent 
brother ; who thinks it his interest 
to discountenance the match ; and 
who at last challenging him, i« 
obliged to take his worthless life 
at bis hands. 

"The family as much eoraged 

if he had laken the life he gave, 
insult him personally, and find ont 
an odvouB Vmei Iw 'iaa -^«sosi% 
lady. 
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"To avoid a forced marringc, 
she u prerailed npon to take 
■tep, which throwa her iato U 
IiOTelace'i protection. 

"Yet, diMlaimiDg any pawion 
for him, she repeatedly oSc - ' 
renounce him for ever, if, ou 

condition, her relations wil 

celve her, and free her from the 
address of the man she hates. 

"Mr, Lovelace, a man of strong 
passions, and, as some say, ol 
great j)ride, thinks himself under 
verylittleobligationto heron Ibis 
accooDt; and not being naturally 

fopd of marriage, and bavii 

much reason tohate her relat , 

endeavours to prevail upon Jier to 
live with him, what he calls the 
life of honour: and at laet, by 



"He resolves never to ratury 
■nv other woman; takfi a pride 
to have her called by his name: a 
ehorch-rite all the diffei 
between them: treats her 
deurved tenderaeH. Nobody 
qnettions their marriage but those 
proud relations of hers , wkiom he 
wishes to question it Every year 
» charming boy. _ Fortunes to 
support the increasing Family with 
splendour. A tender fether. AU 
ways s warm friend ; m generous 
landlord; and a punctnat pay- 
master. Now-fud-tben however, 
Jierhaps, indulging with a new ob- 
eet, in order to bring him back 
witbgreater detijghtto his charm- 
ing Clarissa — his only fault love 
t>fthetez, — ,whieb, nevertbeleu, 
vamuy, will cue itHU- 



defensible llaitfar, that he btnJu 
no contracti by his rovings." — 

Andwhatiatheresovery greatW 
amiss, ASTHR wOHu> aOBs, in all 
this? 

Let me aver, that there ate 

thousands and ten thousands, who 

huve worse stories to tell than this 

«ould Appear to be, had I not 

iulerested thee in the progrtss to 

niy great end. And besides, thoQ 

knowest that the character I gave 

myself to Joseph Leman, as to d^ 

treatment of my mistreases, t* 

pretty near the tmlh.* 

Wtre I to be as mnch in earnest 

my defence, as thou art warm 

my arraignment, I cotdd ~~~ 

nee thee, by other 

observations, and c 

a/lhimian good wtd evil com- 
^ re?\ that though firam 117 
iiigennouB temper (wntii^ only to 
thee, who art master of evary 
secret of my heart) I an so ready 
to accuse myself in my narratiODa; 
yet I have something t« sar for 
myself lo myself, as i go uong] 
thongb no one else perhaps, that 
was not a rake, woold allow any 
weight to it — And this caation 1 
migDt I give to tboosands, who 1 
would stoop for a stone to tlu;ow 
at me: "See that yonr ownjorsi 
dotnlnanl pamioru, whatever tbcT 
be, hurry yon not. into as man 
wickedness, as mine ^o tm. See if 
ye happen to be better than I in 
some things, that ye are not wone 
inothers- andiu points too, tiiat 
may bo of more extensive bad con- 
sequence I than that of seducing a 
91V (.•DdUkingcara of her afur- 
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Wards) 'wha fromlier cradle isai-med 
tn'lA eaulioii) againiit the dclm 
fmea. And yet 1 aut not so 
wl to my own follies as to tliink 
Igbtly of iMs fault, when I allo' 
myself to think. 

Another grave thing I will add, 
owmyhandiain; "Ho dearly do 
Jove the sei, that had 1 found 
ll*t a character for virtue had 
ieen generally nccesswy to ro- 
■Bmmcnd me to them, J shonld 
IBve bad a much greater regni'd 

Bmy morals as to the sei, than 1 
re had." 
_^T q sum up alt — I nmBufficiently 
Iprised, that meu of worthy and 
- - It hearts , who never allowed 
Belvea in premeiliialed evil, 
d who take into the account the 
BellenceB of this fine creature, 
1 tmd muBt DOl only condemn, 
taMorme, were they to know 
inuehof measlhoudoat. liut, 
Uiinka, 1 would be glad to cb- 
te the cenanreof those men, and 
ifaose women too, who have 
rar known what capital trials 
Itemptations are ; of those who 
re no genius for enterpriao; of 
M who want rather courage 
tiwillj and most particuliiriy 
Hoae, who have only kept their 
tet better than I have kept, or 
kto keep, mine. Were these 
eptiona to take place, perhaps, 
k, I should have tea to iLcquit, 
one that would eondamn me. 
re I not often said, that human 
a rogue f 



to heart , Jack — I must write on, 
and cannot help it. 



LETTER CXXVm. 



Faith, Jack, thou hadat half 

undone me with thy nonsense, 

though I would not own it in my 

yesterday's letter; myeonfleience 

of tjiy parly before,— But J think 

" f own man again. 

surto esecntion my plot: 

■ spnncing my mine; all 

upon between the women 

i; or I believe thou hadst 

overthrown me. 

I have time for a few lines pre- 
paiative to what is to happen in 
anhourortwo; andllove to write 
to the mnnienf. 

Wehavebeenextremelybappy. ■ 
How many agreeable days have 




weknown'together!- w'^j 

e nest two hours prod uee^ 

Whenlparted with my charmer 

hich I did, with infinite reluc- 

nce, half ao hour ago) it waa 

upon her promise that she would 

not Bit up to write or read. For so 

engaging was the conversation to 

rue (and indeed my behaviour 

throughout the whole of it i was 

confessedly^ agreeable to her), 

that I insieted, if she did not 

directly retire to rest, that she 

ihouid add another happy hour 

;o the former. 

To have sat up writing or read- 
ng half the night, aa ehe some- 
imes does, would have fruatrated 
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What — what — what now I — 
Bounding Tillainl wouldst thou 
cboak mel— , 

I was speaking to my heart, 
Jack! — It was then at my throat.; 

— And what is all liiiB for? — 
These shy women, bow, when a 
man thinks himself near the mai'k, 
do they lempesl him I 

Is alt ready, Dorcaa? Has my. 

beloved kept her won! with me?, 

— Whether are these billowy 
heavinga owing more to love or 
to fear? I cannot tell for the soul i 
of me, of which 1 have most. Ifl; 
can but take her before her ap , 
prehension, before her eloquence, 
IB awake — j 

Limbs, why thus convulsed? — 
Enees, till now so firmly knit,' 
why thus relaxed ? Why beat you 
thus together? Will not thesei 
trembling fingers, which twice 
have reused to direct the pen, 
fail me in the arduous moment? . 

Onceagain, Why andfor what 
all these coovulsious? This pro- 
ject is not to end in malrimony,' 
surely I 

But the consequences must be 
greater tbno 1 had thought of till 
this moment — my beloved's de- 
stiny or my own may depend upi 



to sav for thee. Weak a 
willao, in theframelam'ini- 
But, what, what's the mat 
— Whatadr'i'bfe— butthenpni 
abates! - What a double e> — 
ami?— Oris it that lam . 
in a cowardly miniite? ferbari 
have their fits of fear; C(»rilA| 
their hraae momenta; andvirb 
women, all but my Clariasa, t 

Bat thus coolly enjoying jl 
reAectious in a hurr^fMil 
Again the coufusioD is renewed^ 

mat! Where! — How CI 

Ib my beloved safe — 

wake not too rougUy, 
beloved! 



Tlmr 






:t hours! 



le of tb 
I will recede, I think! . 



I will now once more turn to my 
friend Belford's letter. Thouahalt 
have fair play, my charmer. 1 will 
re-peruae wiiat thy advocate has 



Now Is my reformation leCuredlL 
for I never shall love any otbal 
woman! sheisall vaiietyl At I 
must be over new to me ! Imaginit- I 
li'in cannot form; much leas ciui I 
the pencil paint; nor cimihi-siiu' 
of painting, poelry, descriho il 
angel so eiquisilely, so clegruitlji J 
lovelyl — But I will not by a""' 
cipation pacify thy impatir 
Although the subject is too 
lowed tor profane contemplKl 
yet sbalt thou have the whole . 
fore thee as it passed: and ttil 
not from a spirit wantoning b 
description upon so rich a sub- 
ject; but with a design to put ■ 
bound to thy roving thoughts, II 
will be iniquity greater Ifian a 
Loi-elace uiat ever giiillg of, to 
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/ them further than I sliall petticoats in her hand, unable to 
■cknowledgB. apeak distinctly, pointed up stairs. 

Thus then, connecting my last I was there in a moment, and 
»iWitheprosent, Ilpadtoit. found all owing to the cai-eleae- 

Didst thou not, by the cnncln- ness of Mra, Siiielaiv'a cook-maid, 
■"on of my former, perceive the who, having eat up to read the 
MiBlernation I was in, just as I simple Hiiiory nf JhirarliBi aii.l 
«a about to re-peruHetliy letter, Fuunia, when she should have 
^^1 order to prevail upon myself to been in bed, had set fire to 
Mcede irom my purpose of awak- old pair of calico window-ci 
}ag in terrors my slumbering tains. 
' armer? And what dost think She biid had the presence of 
islbematter? mind, inberfright, t«teardowi 

I'll tell thee — the half-burnt vallcns , us weil a 

At a little after two, when the curtains, and had got them, 
whole bouse was still, or seemed though blazing, into the chimney, 
Ito bo sOj and as it proved, my by the time I came up; so that I 
Claritsa m bed, and last asleep i bad the satisfaction to fiud the 
I also iu a manner undressed (as danger happily over. 
indeed I was for an hour before) Aleantime Dorcas, after sbs 
Rnd in my gowu and slippers, bad directed me up stairs, not 
' — gh, to oblige thee, writing knowing the worst was over, and 
— I was alarmed by a tram- expecting every minute the house 

inoiae over bead, and a con- would be in a blaze, out of tender 
bua of miied voices, some regardfor her lady [/j/io^^/'ur euei- 
Kr than others, like scolding, l"ce the irettdi f'lr i/J ran {lo her 
^—^--- little short of screaming, door, and rapping loudly at it '- 
fPfaile I was wondering what arecovercd voice, cried out, i . 
>auld be the matter, down stairs a sbrillneas equal to her lore, 
°~ii Dorcas, audi at my door, in Fire! Fiie! Thehiiwei'on/iTel — 
1 seoent rather irightedly and Sise, tnatlentl — Tldn iiutant riit~ 
laareely inward , than shrilly cla- if t/nu wim/d mil be burnt in your 
lorons, she cried out. Fire! Fire! bed! 

mdtbis the more alarmed me, as No sooner had she made this 
he seemed to endeavour to cry dreadful outcry, but I heard her 
.Kt louder, but could not. lady's door with hasty violence 

Hy pen (its last scrawl a benc~ uubar, unbolt, unlock, and open, 
lictfon on my beloved) dropped and my charmer's voice sounding 
rOm mj fingers; and up started like that of one going into a fit. 
: and making but three steps to Thou mayeat believe that I was 
be door, opening it, cried out, greatly atfcc ted. 
Vbere! Where! almost aa much I trembled with concern for her, 
terrified as the wench; while she, and b.aalw\«d. Ao'h'q. ^»»tex ■Csam 
aore than b&lf tuidressed, her ttieBiMm.al tw)"aai'«ia*>s.\sia.'w 
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up,' in order to BatiKfy her, that she wasl)_ but themostpusioni 
all the dangerwaa over. exclamations: for we uad be 

When I bad flnvin down to her already forgotten the occaei< 
cbamber door, there I beheld the dreadful as it was, which ht_ 
moat charming creature in the thrown her ioto my arms; I, &oi 
world, supportiag herself on the the joy of 'encircling the alnu 
arm of the gasping Dorcas, sigh- 1 disrobed body of the lovelieit 
in^, trembling, andreadytofaini, her sex; she, from tbe ^at 
with nothing on but an under^terrors that aroue from findii 
petticoat, her lovely boaom half herself 



open, and her feet just slipped 
into her ahoea. Afl aooii aa she saw 
me, she panted, and struggled 
to apeak; but could only say, OIi, 
Mr, Lovelace 1 and do 
ready to sink. 

I clasped her in my arms irith 
an ardour she never felt beforc: 
My dearest life! fear nothing; J 
have been up — the danger ii 
over — the fire is got under — and 
how, fouliah devil {to Dorca^ 
could you thus, by your hideous 
yell, altirm and nighteu my 
angel? 

Jack! how her sweet bosom, 
as I clasped her to mine, heaved 
and panled! I could even distin- 

fuiafa herdear heart ti utter, flutter, 
utter against mine; and for a 
few minutea, 1 feared she would 
go into fits. 

Lest the half-lifeless charmer 
ahould catch cold in this undress, 
I lifted her to her bed. and sat 
down by her upon the side of it, 
endeavouring with the utmost 
tendernesB, as .well of action 
as expression, to dissipate Iher 
terrors. 

But what did I get by this my 
generous care of her, andmyMtc- 
ceesfiii^ende&iOMt to bring her to 



. the bed, from whi 
she had been so lately frighted. 
And now, Belford, reflect ap 
the distance at which the wat . 
ful charmer had hitherto kept m< 
reflect upon my love, aud upi 
mysuffenngs for her: reflect upi 
her vigilance, andhowlonglu 
laid in wait to elude it: the ftwi 
hadstoodin,becauiieof herA^o& 
virtue and over-niceness; andth 
1 never before was bo happy wil 
ber; and then think bow uag' 
vernable must be my transports 
those happy momenta! — And^ 
in my own account, I was bo 
decent aud generous. 

But, far from being affected, : 
wished, by an address so ft 
vent, (although from a man i. 
~bom she had so lately owned 
igard, and with whom, bnt ~ 
hour or two before, she hod pari 
'ith so much satisfaction) 1 nei 
aw a bitterer, or more movi 
rief, when she came fully 
eraelf. 

She appealed to heaven againt 
ly lieuchgrg, as she called ■' 
'bile 1, by the moat solemn voi 
pleaded my own equal fright, a 
the reality of the danger that h 
alarmed us both. 



iavelf? — Notbiag (ungrateM (ia\ S\ic coiiiwtti ^na , Vn ^6«i 
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solemn and H.fi«cliDg mnnaer, by 
btms threatening itnd soolhing, to 
ott her apartment, and permit 
er to hide heraelf from the light, 
nd from every human eye. 
. J beaonght lier pardon, yet 
<epn1(l uot avuiti ofrending; and 
tepCfttedly vowed, that tne uext 
. morning's sau should nrituesa oui 
Qqxiasiils: but, taking, I sup- 
— te, all ui}^ p rotes Cat] oils of this 
^^^___id. (IB an indication that I '" 

iap4^^ ^ proceed to the last 
^^^ "aWjf, she would, hear nothing 
1 1 said; but redoubling her 
igles to got from me, in 
jken accents, and cxclamrLtiona 
{he^nOHt vehement, she protested, 
" t she would not survive irhat 
ciUled a treatment so dis- 
-j^ul and villiinouB; and, look- 
gall wildly round her, as if for 
me instrument of miadiicf, she 
aped a pair of sharp pointed 
^itsars on a chair by the bi'd side, 
id endeavoured lo catcli them 
p, with design to make her words 
ood (w the spot. 

Seeing her desperation, I beg- 
"" ' er to be pacified ; that she 
hear me speak but one 
; declaring that I intended 
odiuionour to her: and having 
rised the scissars, I threw tlicm 
Ito -th* chimney ; and she still 



from me^^ 
giving the whole of hw admirable 
shape, and line turned limbs: her 
eyearuuningovor, yet seeming lo| 
threaten future vengeanc"- ---* 
at last her lips iilterinL 
everyindiguant look and glowiugj 
feature portended; exclaiming as 
if ] had done the wiirat 1 uould do, 
and vowing never to forgive me; 
wilt thou wonder if I resumed the 
iuccnsed, the already too oiucb^' 
provoked fair onoV '' 

I did-, and clasped lier oncei 
mere to m^ buaom; but, considei'- 
ing tlie deticaey of lierfrarae, hec 
force was amaeing, and shewed. 
how much in earnest she was in, 
her resentraentj for it was wUlfc' 
the utmost diftieulty tliat I was 
able lo hold her: nor could I pre- 
vent ber sliding llnough my arms, 
to fall upon her kne.'s: which she 
didatmyfcd: Bud tlierc, in th? 
anguish of her suul , her stream-' 
ing eyes lifred up to my facitf 
with supplicating Miftuess, handt 
folded, fliBhevelled hair; for her 
night head-dress having fallen oS'. 
her struggling, her charming 
saes fell down in naturally' 
shining ringlets , as if offidous bi, 
conceal the dazsling beauties of, 
her neck and shouldrri^; her lovely 
heaving with si 'hs, and 
brokeii sobs , as if to aid Tier qui. 
iglips, in pleading for ber — 
is manner, but when her grief. 
gaveway to her spcccli, iu wordi 
'onounced with that emphatical 
,whichdlBtioguisheB this 
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beardapeak; did she implore my, 
q^^paasiou,' and my honour. i 

"ConBiderme, ikurhovela.ce," , 
[dear wfia ber ebarming word!) 
"on my kneea 1 beg jou to eon-] 
aider me, as a poor creatore who 
has no protector but you; who 
has no defence but your honour.' 
— B^ that honour! by your hu-! 
manityl by allyou-have vowed; I| 
conjurejounot to mil lie me abhor 
myself ! — Hot to make me vile " 
myownej'es!" 

I meatioaed tO'morrow, as the 
hafipiest day of my !ife. 

Telr me not of to-morrow. If 
indeed you oiean me honourably, 
iVi'iD, this very instant KOVVli 

?on inual shew it, and be gone!. 
'ou'ctfii never in a whole long life 
repair the evils you may NOW 
make toe'sufTer. { 

Wicked wretch I — Insolent 
nllain! — Yes, she called me in- 
solent villain, although BO much 
in my power! And tor what! — 
oolr for kissing lailh passiim in-j 
rfeea)herinimitable neck, her lips, 
hercheeks, her forehead, and her' 



Indeed you are! — The w<natag 
villains! — Help! dear bleaai 
people.1 ai^Bvreamed oat.— ' 
help for a poor creature! ' 

^in I then a villain, madam? - 
Am I then a villain, say yOD? — 
And clasped both my arms aba ' 
her, offering to raise ber to i 
bounding heart. 

Jio! — And yet you arel~4 
And again 1 was ber dear hovelitalt 
— Her hands acain clasped ovi 
her charming bosom: "'" 
Killmel — Iflamodit 



to my ravished sight; she con- 
tinuing kneeling at my feet as 
I sat. 

If I ani a villain, madam — and 



tenderest and loveliest of all her 
beauties — If 1 am a viUab, 
madam — 

She tore my roffle, shrunk from 
my happy hand, with amaziog force 
MidaeUity, as with my other arm 
J trouhj bare encircled her waist. 



liops I 

... your eyes to deserve this trea 

ment; and I will thanV yonf — -1 
Too long, much too longHMa 
life been a burden to me! — 1 
wildly looking all around her,gi 
me but the meana, and I will i 
stantly convince you, that u 
honour is dearer to me than n 
life! 

Then, with still folded baadi 
and fresh streaming eyes, Z wai 
her Mcised I.ovclace; and atu^ 
would thank me with ber laterff' 
hreath, if I would permit her I 
make that preference, or free h ' 
from farther indignities. 

I sat suspended for a momBfl 
by my soul, thought I, thou tu 
upon full proof, an angel andn 
woman! Still, however, c1g~' 
clasping her to my bosom, as 
had raised her from her knees; a 
again slid through my arms, ai 
dropped upon them. — "See, U: 
Lovelace! — Good GodI that< 
should live to see this boor, i 
to bear this treatment! — Set 
^our feet a poor creature, impl 
mgyourpity; who, for your sa 
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I Let not mjr father's curse thus Upon my aoul,. madam, the fiia. 
I'dteadfiill^ operatel Be not ^"ii was real — [ami au it was, Jact'ty 
T the iuflicter, who have been the — The house, my dearest' life,' 
J cause of it: hut spare me, I beseech might have hecn consumed by it, 

Jon. spare me! — For how havel as you will be convinced intha 
eservedthis treatment fromyouV morning by ocular demonstrstion, 
I Fm jF'iur ftipii doile, if not for 'mj OMr. Lovelace! — 
I Ait:«, and as you would that God Let my passion for you, madam, 
■ Almigh^, in your last hour, and the unexpected meeting! .Of 
■'■hould hayemercy upon yuu, Spare you at your cfiamber door, i- -- 
' Tao." attitude so charming — 

What heart but must have been Leave me, leave me, this. mo- 

I penetrated? ment! — I beseech you leave ini>;^ 

I I would again have raised the looking wildly and in coufujiioa 

L deal suppliant from her kueea; aboutlier, and upon herself, 

r but she would not be raised, till Escuae me, dearest creature,. 

I'ln^ softened mind, she said, had for those liberties, nhich iunocent 

I yielded to her prayer, and bid her as they were, your too great deli- ■ 

"Be to he innocent. cacv may make you take amiss -^ 

Bisetfaen, my angel I Rise, and No morel No more! — Leaya, 

bewbatyouarc, and all you wish me, I beseech you; Again looking i 

to be! Only pronounce me par- upon herself, and round her /in 

doned for what has passed, and a sweet confusion — B^one! Be- 

tell me you will continue to look gone! — 

. upon me with that eye of favour Then weeping, she struggled, 
■nd serenity which I have been vehemently to withdraw her 
-blesied with for some days past, hands, wliieh all the while I held, 
■ndl will submit to my beloved betweumine, — Hcratrogglesl — ' 
eooquercsB, whose power never U what addjtjoual cliarmB, as I 
was at so great an height with now reflect, did her struggles give, 
me, asnow, and retire tomyapart- to every feature, every limb, ofa' 
mcnt. person so sweetly elegant and 

Qod Almighty, said she, hear lovelyl 
your prayers m your moat arduous Impossible, my dearest life, till 
IiiOineDts,asyou have heard mine! Tou pronounce my pardon! — Say^ 
And now leave me, this moment but you forgive me! — Say but. 
leave me, to my own recollection: you forgive me! 
i>t(Aa( you will leave me to misery 1 beseech you to begone! Leave 
-eaongh, and more than you ought me to myself, that Imay think 
4o wish to your bitterest enemy, what 1 can do, and what I «";?fl('' 

bntinte not every thing, my to do, 
beatbeloved, to design, for design That my dcai 
twainot— not etioxv^. "^ 

OJUr.XiOTelace!— ihatlam ioig^ftav ^isS-l^^"" 
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aee me to-morrow, as if nothiDg sojntucb oiitiof my usaal charitc- 
had happened. ter; 1 repented and haslened back,. 

And then I clasped ber again in in hope, that through thi; diatreu 
my arma, hoping she woiild not of mind whichlleft nerin,Bhebad 
forgive rae — |not soaoon fastened the door; and 

1 will — I do forgive you — ,1 was fully resolved to execute all 
wretch that you are I my purposea, be the consequence 

Nay, my Clanasa! And ia it what it would; for thought I, I 
anch a reluctant pardon, mingled have alrcaidy sinned beyond eirr- 
with a word so upbraiding, thut 1 tliiil forgiveness, I doubt; and if 
am to be put off with when you fits and desperation ensue, I can 

i tliua (clasping her cluac to me) but marry at last, and then I shall 



in my power? 
1 do, 1 (/" forgtvi 
Heai'tily? 
Yes, heartily ! 
And freely V 
Freely ! 



i make her amends. 
I But 1 was justly punished ; for 
|ker door was faat: and hearinj 
jher sigh and sob. as if het hew 
would burst; my beloved creatun 
said I, rapping gently [ber aoS 
aiiu mil tuu look upon meto-|bingB then ceasing] I want but lir 
morrow asifnotbiDg bad passed?. say three words toyou, wluek- 
Yes, yest must be the most acceptu^jm,, 

1 cannot take theae peevish ever heard from me. LfOtmeae* 
affirmatives, bo much like iulcn- you but for one moment, 
tionaluegativea! — Say, you will, | I thongbt I heard her i 
upon your honour. ing to open the door, and I 

Upon my honour, then — Oihcait leapt in that hope; hutB 
now, begone! begone! — And was only to draw another bolt, ^ 



I 



What, never, my angel! — Is 
this forgiveness ? 

.Never, said she, let what has 
passed be remembered more! 

I insisted upon one kiss to seal 
my pardon — and retired like a 
fool, a woman's fool, as I was! — 
I sneakingly retired! — Couldat 
thou have believed it? 

But I had no tiooner eutered my 
own apartment, than reflecting 
upon tne oppoitunity I had lost, 
and that all 1 had gained was but 
aniaoreaseof my own difficulties; 
^aod upon the ridicule I ahould 



.jake it still the fuster; and s 
either could not or would not W, 
swcr me, but retired to the forturll 
end of her apartment, to her doad^P 
probably; and more like a fejll I 
than before, again I aneake^vj 
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meet with below upon a weaknesa ,e\e£S 



thiswa 
Ilo> 
And well I may! - 
polished ivory so beautiful a 
armBandshonlders; never ton 
1 velvet so soft as her skin: I 
virgin bosom — Belford, she M 
.8.11 perfection! 1'hen such I 
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g her shoe (but juat slipt 
I told thee) her pretty foot 
I equally white and delicate aa th" 
' '" dof any other woman, oreve: 
ler own hand! 

lot eeest thou not that I have 
m of merit for a grace that 
arery body hitherto had denied 
I ne? And Uiat is, for a capacity of 
being moved by prayers and tears 
— Where, where, on this occabioni 
was the callus, where the flint, bj 
-which my heart was said to be sur- 
rounded? 

This, indeed, is the first in- 
Btance, in the like caae, that ever 



fancy, to have the first interview 
over 1 — She had not best reproach 
me — yet not to reproach met — 
What a charming puzzlel — Let 
her break her word with me at her 
peril. Fly me she cannot — no 
appeals he from my tribnnal — 
wtat friend has she in the world,. 
if my compassion eiert not ilselt! 
in lier favour? — And then the; 
worthy Captain Tomlinson, and 
her uncle Harlowe, will be able to 
make all up for me, be my next . 
offence what it will. 

As to thy apprehensiona of hop . 
committing any rashness upon' 
herself, whatever she might havB' 
ler passion if Bce could. 



a resittance so muck in earnest: a 
resistance, in short, so irresistible. 

What a triumph has her sex 
obtained in my tnoughts by this 
trial, and this resistance? 

But if she can now forgive 

— Can! — Shemuaf. Has she 

upon her honour already done it? 

— But how will the dear creature 
keej) that part of her promise, 
iducta engages hertoseemein the 
moning, aa if nothing had hap- 
paied? 

She would give the world, 1 



say, there is no fear of that from 
her deliberate miud. A man haa 
trouble enough with these tmlr 
I, and truly virtuous giru 
/ believe there are such] ; hB . 
had need to have some benefit 
from, some security in, the lecti* 
tude of their minds. 

In short, I fear nothing in thil 
lady but grief; yet that's a slow 
worker, you know ; and gives time 
to pop in a little joy between iti 
lullen fits. 
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